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HC suspends clause barring 
colleges from collecting fees
T G  N A I D U  @ Hyderabad

IN a setback to the State’s Direct 
Benefit Transfer (DBT)-based aca-
demic fee policy, the Telangana 
High Court has suspended a clause 
in a Government Order (GO) that 
barred higher educational institu-
tions from collecting tuition fees 
until scholarship amounts were 
credited into students’ bank 
accounts.

Justice Juvvadi Sridevi passed 
the interim order while hearing a 
batch of  writ petitions challeng-
ing a GO issued by the SC Develop-
ment department introducing a 
DBT mechanism for Post Matric 
Scholarships from the academic 
year 2026–27.

Under the revised scheme, schol-
arship funds were to be trans-
ferred directly into Aadhaar-
linked bank accounts of  eligible 
students, who would then pay 
their institutions. The order had 
also directed colleges not to collect 

fees at the time of  admission and 
to do so only after the credited 
amounts were received by 
students.

The court noted that in earlier 
proceedings it had already record-
ed substantial pending dues to in-
stitutions, leading to financial 
strain. As interim relief, institu-
tions had been permitted to collect 
tuition fees directly from students 

belonging to SC, ST, EBC, BC, mi-
nority and other categories for 
2026–27, subject to the outcome of  
the cases. 

Senior counsel for the petition-
ers argued that the order did not 
specify any timeline for disburs-
ing funds into students’ accounts, 
despite large sums being due. 

It was contended that the ab-
sence of  a clear schedule created 
uncertainty over payments to in-
stitutions. Senior counsel Avinash 
Desai submitted that the restric-
tion affected fee collection, partic-
ularly as many students depend on 
the scholarship scheme. 

He argued that the clause dilut-
ed the earlier interim relief  with-
out ensuring financial viability 
for institutions. 

Taking note of  these submis-
sions, the court suspended the 
clause restraining institutions 
from collecting fees. The matter 
has been posted for further hear-
ing on Monday.

ECI nod to Kavitha’s T Rakshana Sena
M A N D A  R A V I N D E R  R E D D Y  @ Hyderabad

THE Election Commission of  In-
dia (ECI) has granted approval to 
former MLC Kalvakuntla Kavitha 
to register her political party by 
the name “Telangana Rakshana 
Sena” (TRS). 

Curiously, at a public meeting in 
Muneerabad on April 25, Kavitha 
had declared that her party would 
be called Telangana Rashtra Sena. 
However, that name did not fea-
ture among the options she for-
mally submitted to the ECI.

The ECI has now issued a letter 
granting approval for registration 
of  “Telangana Rakshana Sena” as 

a political party. As part of  the reg-
istration process, the ECI has di-
rected Kavitha to publish notices 
of  the proposed party name in two 
national and two local 
newspapers, inviting 
objections within 30 
days. The poll panel 
stated that final approv-
al will depend on the 
outcome of  any objec-
tions raised by existing 
parties or others.

Kavitha, daughter of  
former chief  minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao, had initially ap-
plied under the name “Telangana 
Praja Jagruthi” and submitted 

five alternatives: Telangana Praja 
Jagruthi, Telangana Jagruthi, Te-
langana Rakshana Sena, Telanga-
na Rashtra Jagruthi and Telanga-

na Praja Shakti. The poll 
panel approved the third 
option.

Sources  close  to 
Kavitha said an infor-
mal communication 
from the ECI indicating 
“Telangana Rakshana 
Sena” was received on 
the evening of  April 24. 

As per norms, the name could not 
be made public until formal ap-
proval was issued. They said the 
April 25 announcement of  “Telan-

gana Rashtra Sena” was made to 
retain a similar formulation and 
acronym, while avoiding legal 
complications.

Reacting on X, Kavitha said: 
“Telangana Rakshana Sena (TRS), 
it is! We will relentlessly work to 
serve and protect the people of  Te-
langana, as we have done in the 
last two decades as Telangana Ja-
gruthi.” She added: “In January 
2026, following standard EC proto-
col, we submitted five name choic-
es, and the Election Commission 
has officially granted our third 
choice — the only one with the ac-
ronym TRS. Destiny, it seems, has 
a sense of  irony.” 

We submitted five name choices, and EC officially granted our third choice, says KCR daughter

TN tops marine fish 
landings in 2025, 
overtakes Gujarat
S  V  K R I S H N A  C H A I T A N Y A  @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu has emerged as the country’s leading State 
in marine fish landings in 2025, overtaking Gujarat to 
claim the top spot, according to the latest assessment re-
leased on Thursday by the ICAR–Central Marine Fisheries 
Research Institute (CMFRI).

The State recorded an estimated 6.85 lakh tonnes of  ma-
rine fish landings, registering a marginal 1% increase over 
2024. At the national level, India’s marine fish landings 
stood at 3.57 million tonnes in 2025, up 3% from 3.47 million 
tonnes recorded the previous year, indicating overall resil-
ience in the sector.

Fish landing refers to the total quantity of  fish brought 
ashore and unloaded from fishing vessels at a port or 
beach, marking the first point of  sale. Officials attributed 
Tamil Nadu’s rise primarily to a sharp 15% decline in Gu-
jarat, which slipped to second place with 6.43 lakh tonnes. 
The fall in Gujarat’s output was linked to mul-
tiple disruptions, including adverse weather 
conditions, an extended fishing ban be-
tween June and mid-August, and cyclonic 
disturbances such as Cyclone Shakti. De-
spite securing the top rank, Tamil Nadu’s 
fisheries sector was not without challeng-
es. Cyclone Montha in late October and Cy-
clone Ditwah during November-December 
temporarily affected fishing operations along the coast. 
However, steady landings across districts helped the State 
retain its lead.

Within the State, Kanniyakumari district accounted for 
the highest share of  landings at 23%, followed by 
Thoothukudi (16%) and Pudukkottai (14%). The Chennai 
Fisheries Harbour alone contributed around 12% of  the 
total, as per official data. On the species front, lesser sar-
dines continued to dominate for the fifth consecutive year, 
contributing about 0.70 lakh tonnes, although this marked 
a 9% decline compared to the previous year. 

Cephalopods and threadfin breams also emerged as sig-
nificant contributors, in line with national trends showing
increased landings of  these resources. In terms of  fishing 
gear, mechanised single-day trawl nets accounted for 44% 
of  the total catch, followed by motorised gillnets (18%) and 
multi-day trawl nets (16%).

Report says only 
17% engineers in 
K’taka are hired
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Bengaluru

ONLY 17 % of  engineering gradu-
ates in Karnataka are getting em-
ployed, representing a staggering 
employability crisis, revealed a re-
port submitted by the reforms 
committee on Karnataka Engi-
n e e r i n g  E d u c at i o n  T r a n s 
formation. 

The committee, set up by the 
higher education department and 
headed by Prof  Sadagopan and 
other IIIT and IISc professors, 
made a detailed study on engineer-
ing education in Karnataka and 
suggested some major reforms. It 
submitted this detailed report to 
the higher education department 
recently. 

The report mentioned some of  
the important reasons including 
mass unemployment among com-
puter science graduates due to 
lack of  employment opportuni-
ties, sharp decline in admissions 
to core or basic engineering 
branches. 

Man kills 26-year-old wife over suspicion, 
surrenders to police in Mysuru
Mysuru: In a shocking incident driven by suspicion, a man 
murdered his 26-year-old wife in the Hale Kesare area in 
Mysuru. The victim, identified as Pushpa (26), was killed by her 
husband, Mahesh, who later surrendered to the police. The 
couple had been married for about 18 months. Pushpa, who 
worked as a beautician, was allegedly subjected to regular 
accusations and harassment related to Mahesh’s suspicions 
about her fidelity. On Wednesday late at night, the argument 
intensified, and in a fit of rage, Mahesh attacked her with a 
lethal weapon, which resulted her death. Police sources indicate 
that a dispute over a pair of gold earrings gifted to Pushpa by 
her grandmother seven months ago escalated into violence


