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Belagavi’s 
Metri gets 
Labour Party 
ticket in UK
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@  B e l a g a v i

IN a moment of  immense 
pride for Belagavi and the 
Kannada community 
worldwide, Rajeev Krish-
na Metri ,  popularly 
known as Raju Metri, has 
been selected as the La-
bour Party candidate for 
the Parliamentary elec-
tions in Wales, the UK.

A native of  Doddhi vil-
lage in Belagavi district, 
Metri’s remarkable jour-
ney from rural Karnataka 
to British politics has be-
come an inspiring story. He 
arrived at London’s Heath-
row Airport 
on May 10, 
2001,  with 
o n l y  6 0 
pounds  in 
hand.  Born to 
K r i s h n a 
Bharam Metri 
and Draupadi, he began 
his career as a nurse in the 
National Health Service 
(NHS). Over the years, he 
served as a senior cardiac 
nurse in the CCU and later 
as a coordinator in the car-
diac catheterisation labo-
ratory. At present, he is 
serving as the Health and 
Safety Team Manager at 
Bangor Hospital.

Beyond his profession-
al achievements, Metri 
has made significant con-
tributions in the social 
and cultural sphere, ac-
tively promoting Kanna-
da language and culture 
overseas. Entering poli-
tics in 2019 by joining the 
Labour Party, Metri cre-
ated history in 2022 by 
winning the County 
Councillor elections from 
Bodelwyddan in Denbigh-
shire, becoming the first 
Asian candidate to win in 
that region.

Justice must remain human: CJI Surya Kant
Cautions against over-reliance on AI; says judicial decision making cannot be automated devoid of sympathy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@  B e n g a l u r u

CHIEF Justice of  India Surya 
Kant on Saturday said “Justice 
must remain human”, caution-
ing against over-reliance on Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI) in the 
judiciary. He flagged risks such 
as fake judgments and AI “hal-
lucinations”, warning lawyers 
and judges against misuse of  
AI-generated pleadings. Justice 
Kant also stressed that judicial 
decision-making cannot be au-
tomated devoid of  empathy, 
constitutional reasoning and 
accountability. 

Justice Kant was speaking at 
the inaugural ceremony of  the 
22nd biennial state-level confer-
ence of  judicial officers with its 
theme ‘Reimagining the judici-
ary in the era of  AI’ on Satur-
day, organised by the Karnata-
ka State Judicial Officers’ 
Association.

The CJI said the need to 
“pause and introspect” arises 
not out of  hesitation but re-
sponsibility, as structural shifts 
go beyond legislative or doctri-
nal changes. He said even 
though the conference is being 
held in Karnataka, the issues 
discussed have nationwide rel-
evance, with the state often 
serving as a model due to its 
openness to innovation.

Justice Kant said AI offers 
opportunities to improve effi-
ciency through legal research, 
case management and data or-
ganisation. However, he cau-
tioned against over-reliance, 
noting that AI lacks human 
judgment and cannot engage 
with ethical or moral dimen-
sions of  decision making. He 
flagged risks such as fabricated 
precedents, misleading plead-
ings and inaccuracies generat-
ed by AI tools, warning that 
such “hallucinations” could 

undermine trust in the justice 
system.

Calling for a balanced ap-
proach, he said technology 
must ‘aid’, not replace, judicial 
reasoning. “Justice must re-
main a human endeavour,” he 
said.

Highlighting the transforma-

tive impact of  technology on 
the judiciary, Vibhu Bakhru, 
Chief  Justice of  Karnataka 
High Court said AI has already 
entered courtrooms, making 
digitisation “the backbone of  
how we work and serve.” Deliv-
ering his presidential address, 
he cautioned that “technology 

alone is not the strategy – peo-
ple are,” stressing investments 
in skills, ethics and data 
security.

Highlighting infrastructure 
gaps, he noted that courts in 
Bengaluru had run out of  stor-
age space, prompting a 1.4 lakh 
sq. ft. facility at Anekal to digi-
tise records. While e-filing and 
paperless systems are under-
way, he admitted progress is 
still at an early stage.

Chief  Minister Siddaramai-
ah said, “Artificial Intelligence 
offers immense promise – from 
faster legal research to reduc-
ing pendency – but it also raises 
profound concerns.” He cau-
tioned that “algorithmic bias 
can undermine equality before 
law, and opaque systems can 
weaken reasoned judicial deci-
sions,” adding that “justice is 
not merely a function to be op-
timised, but a moral responsi-
bility to be upheld.”

Chief Justice of India justice Surya Kant felicitates former Lokayukta Justice Santosh 
Hegde at an event to mark four decades of the institution |  VINOD KUMAR T 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E
@ B e n g a l u r u

CITIZENS today seek timely ac-
cess to information and greater 
clarity regarding the conduct 
of  those who hold public office. 
To fulfil those expectations, we 
need systems that promote 
openness in practical and meas-
urable ways. It is, therefore, ex-
tremely significant that today’s 
commemoration coincides with 
the inauguration of  a digital 
portal containing the state-
ments of  assets and liabilities 
of  elected representatives 
across Karnataka, said Chief  
Justice of  India (CJI) Surya 
Kant on Saturday. 

Justice Kant was delivering 
the presidential address at the 
launch of  the portal and and 
investigation module of  the 
Karnataka Lokayukta by Su-
preme Court judge Justice Ar-
avind Kumar, after releasing a 
souvenir following the inaugu-
ration of  the event “Four Dec-
ades of  Journey of  Karnataka 
Lokayukta” at the Banquet Hall 
of  Vidhana Soudha in Bengalu-
ru on Saturday. 

The CJI said when disclo-
sures of  this kind (assets and 
liabilities of  elected represent-
atives) become easily accessi-
ble to citizens, transparency 
moves from promise to prac-
tice, becoming part of  the eve-
ryday grammar of  public life. 

Justice Kant said the systems 
that make governance under-
standable and within the reach 
of  the people play a vital role in 
sustaining democratic life. It 
was in response to these demo-

cratic expectations that the in-
stitutions of  Lokayukta have 
assumed importance. Over the 
past four decades, the Karna-
taka Lokayukta has helped 
make oversight more accessi-
ble and more credible, he said. 

The Karnataka Lokayukta 
has become one of  the most sig-
nificant and effective Lokay-
ukta in the country, shaping 
perceptions about how such 
mechanisms should function in 
a democratic system. “I, on my 
own personal note, feel proud 
of  this institution; that’s how 
resilient, how loudly it has 
spread its wings to serve the 
people of  the state of  Karnata-
ka.. I am sure that the Lokayuk-
tas will undoubtedly remain an 
important pillar in promoting 
fairness, integrity and trans-
parency in governance”, he 
said. 

Justice Aravind Kumar, 
Judge of  the Supreme Court, 
stressed the need to provide 
manpower, infrastructure and 
bring amendments to the Kar-
nataka Lokayukta in alignment 
with the current challenges. 

Former Lokayuktas Justice 
N Santhosh Hegde, Justice Shi-
varaj V Patil, Justice P Vishwa-
natha Shetty and former Upa 
Lokayuktas Justice R Gurura-
jan, Justice Chandrashekarai-
ah and Justice Subhash B Adi 
and Advocate General K 
Shashikiran Shetty were felici-
tated on the occasion.

Lokayukta Justice B S Patil 
delivered a keynote address 
containing the achievements 
of  the anti-corruption watch-
dog to date from its inception. 

Proud of Karnataka 
Lokayukta, says CJI

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@  B e n g a l u r u

CHIEF Minister Siddaramaiah on Saturday 
said the energy sector, particularly green en-
ergy, is essential but energy transition brings 
new and complex legal questions relating to 
contracts,  environment,  land and 
infrastructure. 

Siddaramaiah said courts are required to 
balance development needs, environmental 
protection and rights of  affected communi-
ties. “We respect the role of  the judiciary in 
upholding the rule of  law and protecting citi-
zens’ rights. At the same time, it is important 
that the broader development context is ap-
preciated, so that critical infrastructure 
projects are not unduly delayed.” 

The CM said that as India moves towards 
becoming a developed nation by 2047, the 
scale of  transformation required in the en-
ergy sector is unprecedented. “Today, our 
per capita electricity consumption remains 
significantly lower than that of  developed 
economies. If  we are to improve quality of  
life, strengthen industry and build modern 
infrastructure, our energy consumption 
must grow almost four times over the com-

ing two decades.” 
Siddaramaiah said this at the inaugura-

tion of  the two-day international conference 
on Sustainable Energy – An Agenda for India 
@2047 organised by Commonwealth Legal 
Education Association (CLEA) and state en-
ergy department in Bengaluru. 

Siddaramaiah used the platform to high-
light Karnataka’s role in the green energy 
sector. He said the state has emerged a leader 
in renewable energy. 

“Nearly 70% of  Karnataka’s installed ca-
pacity is from renewable sources, reflecting 
our commitment to sustainable growth. Kar-
nataka has demonstrated that renewable en-
ergy can be scaled while maintaining relia-
bility and affordability. We recognise that 
energy projects are not just technical instal-
lations – they are deeply connected to people, 
land and ecosystems. Accordingly, our ap-
proach has focused on fair compensation, 
stakeholder consultation and policy stabili-
ty,” the CM said.

Also present on the occasion, Chief  Jus-
tice of  India Surya Kant urged all judges and 
policy makers to work collectively for energy 
justice, which rests on four pillars – afford-
ability, accessibility, equity and inclusion. 

Judiciary should accommodate 
broader development contexts: CM

CJI justice Surya Kant with Chief Minister Siddaramaiah during the 22nd biennial 
conference of judicial officers in Bengaluru on Saturday |  SHASHIDHAR BYRAPPA

BJP Mysuru president and former MLA L Nagendra said the BJP-led Central 
government had sought to introduce 33% reservation for women, but the 
Congress strongly opposed its implementation. He alleged that the Congress had 
dashed the aspirations of the country’s 70 crore women by opposing the bill
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