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 Man kills woman 
lecturer, sets car ablaze; 

then dies by suicide 

K'taka govt signs SOI with ISEG Foundation to 
develop economic masterplan for BMR

I, AARUSH SINHA, C/O: Kumar 
Vijay Vikram Residing at #204 B 

Block G K Golden City Parappana 
Agrahara Main Road Kudlu 

Bommanahalli Anekal Bengaluru 
Karnataka 560068. Have changed 

my name from AARUSH to 
AARUSH SINHA 

Dated 05.05.2026 before Notary V. 
RANGARAJU. Bengaluru.

I, SHARADA RAMAKRISHNA 
SHINDHE, W/o. Viplov Shankar 

Dhone and Residing at No.4, Block2, 
Faculty Quarters, National Law School 

Of India University, Nagarbhavi, 
Bangalore 560072. Karnataka, 

India, have changed my name to 
SHARADABAI R SHINDHE vide 

dated: 02.05.2026 before notary B V 
Nagabhushana, Bengaluru.

I, SUSHMA, W/o. Ramesh 
Kumar and Residing at 

Bollineni Astra, Flat No.A-704, 
Kogilu Cross, Prakruthi Nagar,  
Yelahanka, Bangalore 560064. 
Karnataka, India, have changed 

my name to SUSHMA PATIL
vide  dated: 02.05.2026 before 

notary B V Nagabhushana, 
Bengaluru.

I, KOSUR GOVINDARAJU, 
S/o. Krishnamma Raju and 
Residing at No.103/25, 2nd 

Floor, 2nd Cross, Puttenahalli 
Main Road, Bengaluru 560078. 
Karnataka, India, have changed 

my name to GOVINDARAJU
vide  dated: 05.05.2026 before 

notary B V Nagabhushana, 
Bengaluru.

NT Correspondent
Davanagere

A pair of twin sisters 
from a farming 
family in Dava-

nagere district have 
captured public at-
tention after scoring 
nearly identical marks 
in the II PUC examina-
tions, showcasing both 
academic excellence 
and remarkable consis-
tency.

NT Correspondent
Bengaluru

The Karnataka High Court 
has granted interim relief 
to Sringeri MLA Jeevaraj by 

him in connection with alleged 
postal ballot tampering, intensify-
ing the legal and political battle 
surrounding the constituency.

The case stems from accusa-
tions that postal ballots were ma-
nipulated during the election pro-
cess. Following the registration of 
the FIR, Jeevaraj moved the High 
Court seeking its quashing, argu-
ing that the complaint was filed 
with mala fide intent and lacked 
legal basis.

Hearing the petition, Justice S. Sr-
ishananda’s vacation bench raised 
serious concerns over the delay in 

the alleged incident took place on 
May 13, 2023, and questioned why 

no action was taken for nearly two 
years.

“Why has the FIR been registered 
now? If there was tampering, why 
was it not brought before the court 
earlier?” the bench asked, indicat-
ing procedural lapses.

The court also expressed dissat-
isfaction with the conduct of the 
prosecution, particularly question-
ing Special Public Prosecutor Bel-
liappa on the sequence of events 

and the absence of crucial details 
in the FIR.

Further, the judge scrutinised 
the selection of accused 
persons, asking why of-

of the election pro-
cess in 2023 were 
targeted whi le 
others currently in 
charge were not 
included.

“This raises ques-
tions about fairness 
and intent.  Pol ice 
should not act under po-

-
served.The bench also examined 
the legal validity of initiating pro-
ceedings against administrative 

of the People Act, suggesting that 
such action may not be maintain-
able.

Importantly, the court made 
it clear that its decision to grant 

interim relief was based on legal 
grounds and not influenced by 
the identity of the accused. “Even 

if the FIR had been against 
Rajegowda, similar pro-

tection would have 
been considered,” 
the judge noted.

The court issued 
notice to the com-
plainant Sudheer 
and directed that 

no coercive steps 
be taken against Je-

evaraj until further or-
ders. The matter has been 

adjourned to May 7 for further 
hearing.

The interim stay has provided 
temporary relief to the MLA, even 
as the broader controversy over 
the Sringeri election continues to 
unfold, drawing sharp political re-
actions from both the ruling Con-
gress and opposition BJP in Karna-
taka.

NT Correspondent
Bengaluru

A 46-year-old man 
allegedly killed a 
woman lecturer by 

her inside, before dying by 
suicide; his severed body 
was found by railway po-
lice the next day, police 
said on Tuesday.

as Ramanjinappa, a resi-
dent of Doddaballapura, 
was a contract worker in 

said.
Police said the man, who 

was married and had ap-
parently separated from 
his wife, was in an illicit re-
lationship with a woman 

charred body was found 
inside a gutted car in an 
isolated area near the 
Bashetty Industrial Area in 
Doddaballapura taluk on 
the outskirts of Bengaluru.

Saroja was also married 
and had a son, police said.

According to police, on 
Saturday, the man alleg-
edly borrowed a car from 
an acquaintance, claim-
ing he had a medical 
emergency and needed 
to visit a hospital.

Citing preliminary in-
vestigations, a senior po-
lice officer said the man 
picked up the lecturer 
from a bus stop in Deva-
nahalli. The two spent a 
couple of hours driving 
around Nandi Hills and 
nearby areas.

Later, they reached a 
secluded spot in Dodda-
ballapura, where it is sus-
pected that an argument 
ensued inside the car, fol-

lowing which he allegedly 
hit her on the head with a 

He then set the car on 
-

rol, and is believed to have 
died by suicide thereafter, 
police said.

Locals who saw the 
burning car alerted the 
police and fire depart-
ment, who rushed to the 

and found the woman's 
body completely charred 
inside the vehicle, the of-

His severed body was 
found near railway tracks 
in Bidadi by the railway 
police on Sunday, he said.

The motive and whether 
the crime was premedi-
tated or impulsive are un-
der investigation, he said.

Saroja's husband filed 
a complaint accusing Ra-
manjinappa of killing her, 
police said, adding that a 
detailed investigation is 
underway to establish the 
exact sequence of events. 

NT Correspondent
Bengaluru

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Tuesday signed 
a SOI with ISEG Founda-

tion to jointly develop a com-

CLASSIFIEDS

The 
court made 

it clear that its 
decision to grant 
interim relief was 

based on legal 
grounds.

prehensive economic mas-
terplan for the BMR, aimed at 
shaping its growth trajectory 

The Statement of Intent (SOI) 
was signed in the presence of 
Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar, they said.

-
nomic masterplan will outline 
an ambitious, data-driven and 
actionable vision for the Ben-
galuru Metropolitan Region 
(BMR), covering key areas such 
as the economy, liveability, in-
frastructure and sustainability, 
with targets set for 2032 and 
2037.

According to an official 
statement, BMR spans over 
8,000 sq km across three 
districts--Bengaluru Urban, 

Bengaluru Rural  and 
Bengaluru South--with a 
population of 16 million 
and a GDP of USD 149 bil-
lion (FY25).

BMR contributes over 
43 per cent of Karna-
taka's GSDP and hosts 
India's largest concen-
tration of IT, Global Capa-
bility Centres, aerospace 
and biotechnology activ-
ity, among others.

Officials highlighted 
that BMR is one of India's 
most significant eco-
nomic hubs, with a per 
capita income of USD 
8,850, nearly double the 
state average.

Bengaluru accounts 
for 42 per cent of India's 
software exports, houses 
more than 875 Global 
Capability Centres -- 
over 30 per cent of the 
national total-- and is 
ranked the world's sec-
ond-largest hub for arti-
ficial intelligence talent, 
they said.

The city's economy has 

been growing at over 9 
per cent annually in real 
terms, making it one of 
the fastest-growing met-
ropolitan regions in the 

-
ed that challenges such 
as congestion, rising 
real estate prices and 
increasing talent costs 
could impact its com-
petitiveness if not ad-
dressed.

They said the blue-
printing phase of the 
masterplan will take four 

-
pected to be completed 
by mid-September.

"It will include a de-
tailed diagnostic as-
sessment of the BMR 
economy benchmarked 
against global city-re-
gions, a co-created long-

of key growth drivers, and 
6-8 high-impact inter-
ventions across sectors 
such as technology, ad-
vanced manufacturing, 

biotech, tourism, hous-
ing, infrastructure and 
sustainability," the state-
ment said.

The plan will also out-
line a phased imple-
mentation roadmap 

governance structures, 
it said.

Officials said the ap-
proach is modelled on 
the G-Hub initiative, a NITI 
Aayog-led programme 
aimed at developing 
economic masterplans 
for high-growth city-
regions, with an aim to 
generate USD 500-750 
billion in incremental GDP 
and create 20-25 million 
new jobs across 8-10 re-
gions.

The Bengaluru plan 
aims to more than dou-
ble the city's economy 
by 2032 and position it as 
a global peer in quality 
of life, employment op-
portunities and sustain-
ability.

Harshitha and Arpitha, 
residents of Hirehalliwa-
na village in Harihar ta-
luk, secured distinction in 
the science stream from 
Government Pre-Univer-
sity College Malebennur. 
Harshitha scored 513 
marks (85.5%), while Ar-
pitha secured 512 marks 
(85.33%), with just a single 
mark separating them.

The achievement is 
particularly noteworthy 
as both sisters studied in 
a government institution 
and did not rely on pri-
vate coaching. Instead, 
they depended on their 
own efforts and the sup-
port of their teachers to 
reach this milestone.

Beyond their physical 
resemblance, the twins 
share similar academic 
strengths. Both scored 
98 marks in Kannada and 
performed consistently 

-
ing their disciplined ap-
proach to studies.

Their journey, however, 
was not without chal-
lenges. The sisters trav-
elled approximately 10 
kilometres to attend col-
lege, balancing academ-
ic responsibilities with 
rural life. Despite these 
hurdles, they remained 
focused on their goals.

Harshitha said, “We 
never planned to get 
equal marks. Earlier, I 
used to score more than 
my sister, but this time 
the gap is just one mark. 
It feels great. I aspire to 
become a pilot.”

Arpitha credited her 
family’s encouragement 
for her improved per-
formance. “Everyone at 
home motivated me to 
match my sister. I worked 
hard this year and almost 
succeeded. I now want to 
pursue robotics and au-
tomation engineering,” 
she said.

Their academic con-
sistency extends beyond 
PUC. In SSLC, Harshitha 
had scored 88.32%, while 
Arpitha secured 86%, in-
dicating steady progress 
over the years.

Faculty members at 
the college lauded their 
dedication and high-
lighted the importance 
of government educa-
tion systems in nurturing 
talent from rural back-
grounds. Their parents, 
overwhelmed with pride, 
said the sisters’ achieve-
ment has brought recog-
nition to their village.

The story of Harshitha 
and Arpitha serves as an 
inspiration to students, 
particularly in rural areas, 
emphasizing that deter-
mination, family sup-
port, and effective use 
of available resources 
can lead to outstanding 
results.


