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Why Canada’s intelligence reports matter for India-Canada relations?

SURJIT
SINGH FLORA

Canada’s latest public intelligence
assessment does something the
country often avoided in plain language.
It says a small set of Canada-based
Khalistani extremists is a national secu-
rity threat, and it ties that threat to vio-
lence, fundraising, and organised
support networks.

Indeed! the Khalistan movement
has long been driven by a small but
vocal set of activists, while most Sikhs,
including many in Canada, focus on reli-
gion, work, and civic life rather than sep-
aratist politics. That distinction matters,
because broad claims about an entire
community blur the line between fringe
advocacy and mainstream belief.

Even on the weekend Diljit Dosanjh
was performing in Calgary, Canada,
before a large crowd that cheered as he
sang and moved around the raised
stage in traditional attire under bright,
colorful lights. During the concert,
videos showed some pro-Khalistani
attendees waving a flag linked to terror
groups banned in India under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967, or UAPA.

Dosanjh noticed them, paused, and
pointed toward the crowd. With the
microphone in hand, he told them to
stop the nuisance and take it some-
where else. His concerts have faced
similar disruption attempts before, as
pro-Khalistani flag-waving fans have
tried to interrupt the show.

Canada’s challenge is also more
practical than rhetorical, since its laws
protect free speech and worship, but
they also require firm action when
fundraising, intimidation, or violent
extremism cross the line.

The political fallout has been real,
especially after the 2023 G20 summit,

when Ottawa’s handling of India-related
security and diplomacy drew sharp
criticism and embarrassment. In that
setting, the issue is less about a popular
Sikh demand than about how Canada
polices its own space, and whether it can
separate lawful dissent from actors
who push a separatist agenda.

That shift matters because the debate
has long been blurred by politics, dias-
pora tensions, and the wreckage of
Canada-India mistrust. CSIS is now
drawing a harder line. Its focus is on
violent extremist networks, not on
Sikh identity and not on peaceful
support for Khalistan.

The report’s central point is narrow
but important: violent extremism is the
target, not lawful political belief.

In its Public Report 2025, highlighted
again in May 2026, CSIS says Canada-
based Khalistani extremists, often short-
ened to “CBKEs,” remain an active
national security concern.

The agency says this small subset pro-
motes a violent extremist agenda,
plans or supports violence, and uses
Canadian connections to back its cause.
Most of that activity is described as
directed at India, but CSIS also says it
threatens Canada and Canadian inter-
ests abroad.

The wording matters. CSIS says no
CBKE attack took place in Canada in
2025. Still, the agency does not treat the
absence of a recent attack as proof of
safety. It points to ongoing violent
activity, extremist fundraising, and
organised support efforts as enough to
keep the threat in view.

That public clarity was overdue. For
years, the issue sat in a political fog,
where legitimate speech and violent
militancy were often folded into the
same argument. The report separates
them.

Why the report places them under
politically motivated violent extremism

CSIS puts these networks under
“politically motivated violent extrem-
ism,” or PMVE. In simple terms, that cat-
egory covers people who try to force
political change through violence or the
threat of violence.

That classification is important
because it keeps the focus on conduct.
A person can hold separatist views
without crossing a legal or security line.
The concern begins when advocacy
turns into threats, plots, intimidation, or
organized material support for attacks.

In that sense, the report is less about
ideology than method. Canada is saying
the problem is violent action in pursuit
of political goals.

How fundraising and community
networks fit into the threat picture

The report says some extremists use
Canadian groups and contacts to spread
their message and raise money. It also
says funds can come from community
members who do not know where the
money is going. That allegation is
serious because it points to deception,
not just open activism.

Public discussion around this issue
often centers on trusted spaces, includ-
ing temples, schools, and community
groups. CSIS is more careful in its
wording. It says some extremists use
Canadian networks and unsuspecting
people, which suggests that influence
can travel through ordinary social ties
rather than secret cells alone.

Thatis one reason the threatis hard
to police. A violent network does not
need a large public footprint if it can
borrow the credibility of a respected
community setting.

Why this assessment matters beyond
Canada’s borders

This is not a narrow public order
issue. CSIS links the threat to possible
harm in Canada and abroad, especial-
ly in India. Once planning, money,
messaging, and intimidation move
across borders, the case shifts from local
policing to
national security.

The report also lands in a tense
diplomatic setting. Canada and India
have spent the past few years trading
grave accusations, especially after
Ottawa said Indian agents were linked
to the 2023 killing of Sikh activist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar in British
Columbia. India denies that charge. At
the same time, India’s long-standing

complaint has been that Canada did not
take Khalistani extremism seriously
enough. This report partly answers
that complaint, even as broader dis-
putes remain unresolved.

The Air India Flight 182 anniversary
gives the warning extra weight

The 40th anniversary of the Air India
Flight 182 bombing hangs over this
report. In 1985, the bomb killed 329
people, most of them Canadians. It
remains the deadliest terrorist attack in
Canadian history.

That memory strips away any temp-
tation to treat Khalistani violence as
distant or abstract. Canada has seen the
cost before, and the victims were not
someone else’s problem. They were
families in this country.

Historical memory does not prove
every present claim. Yet it does explain
why security agencies no longer speak
about this issue as if it belongs only to
foreign policy.

How the report could affect Canada-
India relations and future enforce-
ment

A public threat designation has prac-
tical effects. It can support tighter
intelligence work, closer financial scruti-
ny, and more aggressive tracking of
extremist fundraising or organized
support activity. It may also shape
how police and federal agencies prior-
itize investigations.

Diplomatically, the effect could cutin
two directions. On one hand, it gives
India public confirmation that Canada
recognizes a violent extremist problem
onits soil. On the other hand, the same
report raises concerns about Indian
foreign interference and transnational
repression in Canada. So the path to
better ties is not simple.

What matters now is follow-through.
Athreat named in a report matters less
than a threat monitored, disrupted, and
prosecuted.

The line between peaceful Khalistan
advocacy and extremist activity

Canada’s position is clear on paper.
Peaceful support for Khalistan, however
controversial, is protected political
expression. That protection does not

disappear because another govern-
ment objects to the cause.

The line is crossed when activism turns
into violence, fundraising for violent acts,
threats, coercion, or organized support
for attacks. That distinction is not legal
fine print. Itis the core test for a democ-
racy that must protect speech while stop-
ping political violence.

Too much of the public debate has
treated this line as blurry. It is not. A
rally, slogan, or referendum campaign
is one thing. A network that channels
money or support toward violence is
another.

Why that distinction matters for civil
rights and public trust

Precision matters because broad
suspicion can poison public trust. If
enforcement paints an entire Sikh dias-
pora with one brush, the state damages
its own case and pushes communities
away from cooperation.

A narrow, evidence-based approach
does the opposite. It protects civil lib-
erties, avoids guilt by association, and
keeps pressure on the people who cross
into criminal or terrorist conduct. That
is also the only durable way to separate
real security work from political theater.

Canada’s report gets that point right.
The harder task is keeping that disci-
pline when rhetoric heats up.

In the end, Canada has now said
plainly that violent Khalistani extrem-
ist networks are a security threat, even
without a recent domestic attack. That
matters because intelligence language
shapes priorities, budgets, and enforce-
ment.

The real test is not the wording in a
public report. The test is whether
Canada turns that assessment into
sustained monitoring, stronger coordi-
nation, and credible action against
violent networks, while protecting
lawful speech and the broader Sikh
community from lazy suspicion.

If that balance holds, the country will
finally be treating national security
as a matter of precision rather
than posture.

Why Canada’s Intelligence Reports
Matter for India Relations

Canada’s intelligence reports matter
in India relations because they put
alleged interference and repression
into the language of state judgment, not
just diplomatic dispute.

In the 2024 CSIS report, India
appeared in a separate section and the
language was direct, present-tense,
and blunt about active concerns. The
2025 report used less space and shifted
to “historically” when describing inter-
ference activity, yet it kept the core alle-
gations alive through references to
transnational repression, pressure on
critics, and proxy relationships inside
Canadian pubilic life.

That change in tense matters because
intelligence wording is never casual,
and a softer phrase can suggest a nar-
rower judgment without clearing the
underlying suspicion. Dan Rogers, CSIS’s
director, said in February 2026 that the
agency’s threat assessment of India had
not changed, so the report’s tone soft-
ened while the concern stayed on the
record.

That keeps the issue tied to domes-
tic politics in Canada, where accusa-
tions about influence, community pres-
sure, and state conduct make a clean
reset harder, and they leave both gov-
ernments with less room for trust,
even as official contacts recover.

The author is a veteran journalist and
freelance writer based in Brampton Canada

Bus, oil tanker crash in Indonesia kills at least 16

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Jakarta

A passenger bus collided
head-on with a fuel tanker
truck on a highway on
Indonesia’s Sumatra island on
Wednesday, killing at least 16
people and injuring four
others, officials said.

The crash occurred around
midday on the Trans-Sumatra
Highway in North Musi Rawas
regency of South Sumatra
province, when an intercity
bus carrying at least 20
people struck a tanker truck
travelling in the opposite
direction, said Mugono, a
local disaster management
agency official. Mugono, who
uses a single name like many
Indonesians, said prelimi-

nary findings indicate the
bus - which was travelling
from South Sumatra’s
Lubuklinggau city to Jambi,
another city - may have
emitted sparks shortly before

the collision. This may have
prompted the driver to steer
the vehicle toward the right
side of the road in an attempt
to avoid a more serious inci-
dent. However, an oil tanker

truck was approaching at
high speed, leaving little time
to avoid a direct impact.

“The forceful impact trig-
gered a fire that engulfed
both vehicles, leaving many
victims trapped inside,”
Mugono said. The dead
include the bus driver and 13
passengers as well as the
tanker’s driver and assis-
tant, all of whom burned to
death inside the vehicles,
Mugono said.

Four bus passengers sur-
vived the crash and were
taken to a nearby health
clinic, including three who
suffered severe burn injuries
and one who sustained minor
injuries, Mugono said.

As the passenger manifest
is still being traced, Mugono

said authorities are still col-
lecting data on the total
number of fatalities.

Photos and videos released
by the National Search and
Rescue Agency showed fire-
fighters battling the blaze
while thick plumes of black
smoke and orange flames
rose into the air. On the
ground were the charred
remains of the bus and tanker
truck, with twisted metal
scattered across the highway.

Rescuers, including disaster
officers and traffic police,
evacuated victims and
cleared the wreckage, though
several were pinned inside
the vehicles, complicating
rescue efforts and disrupting
traffic along the highway,
Margono said.

US military strike on alleged drug
boat kills three In eastern Pacific

ASSOCIATED PRESS m
Washington

The US military launched
another strike Tuesday on a
vessel suspected of trans-
porting drugs in the eastern
Pacific Ocean, killing 3 men.

The attack came a day
after US forces struck an
alleged drug boat in the
Caribbean Sea, killing two
people. The Trump admin-
istration’s campaign of
blowing up alleged drug-
trafficking vessels in Latin
American waters has per-
sisted since early

“narcoterrorism” in the
Western Hemisphere are
not letting up. The military
has not provided evidence
that any of the vessels were
carrying drugs.

The attacks began as the
US built up its largest mili-
tary presence in the region
in generations and came
months ahead of the raid in
January that captured then-
Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro. He was
brought to New York to
face drug trafficking
charges and has pleaded
not guilty.

September and killed at
least 191 people in total.
Despite the Iran war, the
strikes have ramped up
again in recent weeks,
showing that the adminis-
tration’s aggressive mea-
sures to stop what it calls

Bangladesh
China’s top

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Beijing

Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister
Khalilur Rahman, who is here
on his maiden visit to China,
on Wednesday met China’s
top political advisor Wang
Huning and discussed bilat-
eral relations between the
two countries.

Wang is a member of the
high-level Standing
Committee of the Political
Bureau of the ruling
Communist Party of China
and chairman of the National

FM meets
advisor

Committee of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC). Wang
said China will continue to
develop friendly relations
with Bangladesh based on
the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence.

India highlights people-centric migration governance at a global round table

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

India underscored its com-
mitment to people-centric
migration governance
during a high-level round
table on the implementa-
tion of the Global Compact
for Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migration, emphasising
inclusive growth, digital
innovation, and internation-
al cooperation as key pillars
of its approach.
Addressing distinguished
delegates and global leaders,
India reaffirmed that placing
people at the heart of migra-
tion policy remains a core
principle guiding its nation-
al strategy. Officials noted
that the country’s policies are
aligned with the objectives of
the Global Compact while
remaining adaptable to
evolving global migration
trends. India described its

migration governance
framework as both holistic
and pragmatic, shaped by
coordinated institutional
mechanisms and active soci-
etal participation. A central
aim, representatives said, is
to ensure that migration is a
matter of choice—supported
by opportunity, dignity, and
access to resources.

To this end, the govern-
ment has prioritised inclu-
sive development, livelihood
generation, and financial
inclusion. Recognising the
growing importance of
mobility in a globalised
economy, India highlighted
its expanding network of
international partnerships.

The country has estab-
lished 27 migration and
mobility agreements with 23
nations, facilitating struc-
tured, skills-based migra-
tion pathways. These agree-
ments place strong empha-

sis on worker welfare, social
protection, and ethical
recruitment practices, while
safeguarding the rights of
Indian nationals abroad.
Officials also stressed the
importance of fair and trans-
parent migration systems.
India’s Digital Public
Infrastructure has played a
transformative role in this
regard. Platforms such as

the eMigrate system, the
National Career Service
portal, and the Skill India
Digital Hub are enhancing
governance, improving
transparency, and protecting
migrant workers from
exploitation. These digital
initiatives are complement-
ed by pre-departure orienta-
tion programs designed to
better prepare workers for

overseas employment.

The welfare of migrants,
particularly those in vulner-
able situations, remains a
top priority. India pointed to
initiatives such as the Indian
Community Welfare Fund
and the MADAD portal,
which provide critical
support to citizens abroad,
including legal assistance,
financial aid, and insurance
coverage.

Responsive consular ser-
vices have further strength-
ened the country’s ability to
assist its diaspora in times of
need. Skilling was highlight-
ed as another cornerstone of
India’s migration strategy.

Through Skill India
International Centres and
digital platforms, the
country is aligning its work-
force with global standards
while working with partner
nations to advance mutual
recognition of skills.




