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Announcement comes days after Berlin said Washington being ‘humiliated’ by Iran

WASHINGTON

THE United States will with-
draw 5,000 troops from Germa-
ny in the next six to 12 months,
the Pentagon said Friday as a
rift in transatlantic ties deep-
ens over the West Asia war.

Trump had threatened to
withdraw some troops from the
NATO ally earlier this week af-
ter Chancellor Friedrich Merz
said the US was being “humili-
ated” by the Iranian leadership
and criticised Washington’s
lack of strategy in the war.

Pentagon spokesman Sean
Parnell said in a statement that
the “decision follows a thor-
ough review of the Depart-
ment’s force posture in Europe
and is in recognition of theatre
requirements and conditions
on the ground.”

Germany hosts several US
military facilities, including
the headquarters of its Euro-
pean and Africa commands,
Ramstein Air Base and a medi-
cal centre in Landstuhl, where
casualties from the wars in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq were treat-
ed. US nuclear missiles are also
stationed in the country.

The number of troopsleaving
Germany would be 14 per cent
of the 36,000 American service
members stationed there.

German Defence Minister
Boris Pistorius called it “fore-
seeable” that the US would
withdraw troops from Europe
and Germany, while he sought
to stress mutual benefit from
the US military presence on the
European continent.

“The presence of American
soldiers in Europe, and espe-
cially in Germany, is in our in-
terest and in the interest of the
US,” Pistorius told the German

File photo of US Army personnel participating in a military exercise at 7th Army
Training Command Joint Multinational Readiness Center in Hohenfels, Germany | arp

news agency dpa, while adding
that European allies needed to
adjust their defence postures -
and were doing so. “We Europe-
ans must take on more respon-
sibility for our security,” he
said, stressing recent efforts by
Germany to boost its armed
forces, accelerate procurement
and develop infrastructure.
News of the troop withdraw-

Trump weighed similar
action during first term

Donald Trump made a similar
threat in his first term, saying he
would pull about 9,500 of the
roughly 34,500 US troops who
were then stationed in Germany,
but he didn’t start the process,
and Democratic President Joe
Biden formally stopped the
planned withdrawal soon after
taking office in 2021

al drew swift pushback from
Democrats in Congress as well
as a hawkish Washington think
tank. They said the move will
benefit Russian President
Vladimir Putin and weaken US
security interests.

The withdrawal “suggests
American commitments to our
allies are dependent on the
president’s mood,” said Sen.
Jack Reed of Rhode Island, the
ranking Democrat on the Sen-
ate Armed Services Commit-
tee. “The president should im-
mediately cease this reckless
action before he causes irre-
versible consequences for our
alliances and long-term nation-
al security,” Reed said. Trump
wrote on Wednesday on social
media that the US was review-
ing possible troop reductions in
Germany, with a “determina-
tion” to be made soon. AFP

Nobel laureate
Narges Mohammadi
hospitalisediniran

Detained Nobel Peace Prize
winner Narges Mohammadi
has been hospitalised in
Iran, her supporters said,
“following a catastrophic
deterioration of her health”.
Mohammadi, who won the
eace prize in 2023 in
recognition of more than
two decades of rights
campaigning, was arrested
in December in Iran’s eastern
city of Mashhad after
speaking out against the
country’s clerical authorities
at a funeral ceremony. Her
supporters had been
warning for months about
her health, saying in late
March that she had suffered
a suspected heart attack but
received inadequate medical
treatment. In a statement
posted by her foundation on
Friday, they said she was
“urgently transferred to a
hospital in Zanjan today”
after a rapid deterioration,
“including two episodes of
complete loss of
consciousness and a severe
cardiac crisis”

Narges Mohammadi

Govt building new infra to stop flooding in Sylhet district

DHAKA

PRIME Minister Tarique Rah-
man on Saturday initiated a
riverfront development project
along the Surma River in Bang-

ladesh’s Sylhet district, accord-
ing to a media report.

The project focuses on con-
structing flood protection in-
frastructure and improving the
river banks through beautifica-

tion measures, state-owned
news agency Bangladesh Sang-
bad Sangsthan (BSS) reported.

The project is part of wider
efforts by the government to
strengthen urban infrastruc-

ture in riverine areas, and it
aims to mitigate the catastroph-
ic damage caused by floods, es-
pecially during the monsoons,
in the Ganga-Brahmaputra del-
ta region.

in Israeli strike on Lebanon as
hostilities continued despite ceasefire
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NATO rift deepens as US to pull 5,000 troops from Germany

Renewed fighting with US likely: Iran

DUBAI/WASHINGTON

A senior Iranian military of-
ficer said on Saturday that re-
newed fighting with the US
was “likely”, hours after Presi-
dent Donald Trump said he
was not satisfied with an Ira-
nian negotiating proposal.

On Saturday morning, Mo-
hammad Jafar Asadi, a senior
figure in the Iranian military’s
central command, said “a re-
newed conflict between Iran
and the United States is likely”,
in quotes published by Iran’s
Fars news agency.

“Evidence has shown that
the United States is not com-
mitted to any promises or
agreements,” he added.

Iran’s judiciary chief
Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei
said on Friday that his country
had “never shied away from
negotiations”, but would not
accept an “imposition” of
peace terms.

The White House has de-
clined to provide de-
tails on the latest Ira-
nian proposal, but
news site Axios report-
ed that US envoy Steve
Witkoff had submitted
amendments to a pre-
vious one putting Tehran’s nu-
clear programme back on the
negotiating table.

The changes reportedly in-
clude demands that Iran not
move enriched uranium from
bombed sites or resume activ-
ity there during talks.

News of the Iranian proposal
briefly pushed oil prices down
nearly five percent, though
they remain about 50 percent
above pre-war levels amid the

An anti-US billboard referring to President Donald Trump and the Strait of Hormuz,
installed on a building at the Valiasr Square in Tehran on Saturday | arp

ongoing closure of the Strait of
Hormuz. Iran has maintained
a stranglehold on the strait
since the war began, choking
off major flows of oil, gas and
fertiliser to the world economy,
while the United
States has imposed
a counter-blockade
on Iranian ports.

President Trump
said the US Navy
was acting “like pi-
rates” as he described an op-
eration seizing a ship amid the
tit-for-tat American blockade
of Iranian ports. “We...land on
top of it and we took over the
ship. We took over the cargo,
took over the oil. It’s a very
profitable business,” Trump
said atarally in Florida. “We’re
like pirates,” he added to cheers
from the crowd. “We’re sort of
like pirates. But we’re not play-
ing games.”

EXPRESS READ

Pope urges US Catholics to

keep donating

Vatican: Pope Leo XIV on Saturday encouraged some of the wealthiest
US Catholics to keep on giving to support his charitable works, in an
audience that confirmed how the election of the first US-born pope has
invigorated American Catholics and their donations. The Chicago-born
Leo met with the members of The Papal Foundation

The US announced a block-
ade of Iranian ports after the
initial peace talks in Pakistan
failed to achieve a
breakthrough.

Meanwhile, unidentified at-
tackers hijacked an oil tanker
on Saturday off the coast of
Yemen in the Gulf of Aden and
directed it towards Somalia,
the Yemeni coast guard said.

According to the agency, the
tanker EUREKA was seized off
Yemen’s Shabwa province by a
group who “boarded, took con-
trol of it, then steered it... in the
direction of the Somali coast”.

The coast guard, affiliated
with Yemen’s internationally
recognised government, vowed
to probe the attack. “The loca-
tion of the tanker has been de-
termined, and work is under
way to monitor it and take the
necessary measures in an at-
tempt to recover it...” Agencies

CHANGE OF SURNAME
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UK govt weighs ban on
pro-Palestinian protests

LONDON

BRITAIN’S Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said in an interview
broadcast on Saturday that ban-
ning some pro-Palestinian march-
es could be justified, especially
when they call for the intifada to
spread.

Labour leader Starmer is under
pressure to act after a spate of an-
tisemitic incidents, including this
week, when two men were stabbed
in the north London suburb of
Golders Green, which ishometo a
large Jewish community.

A 45-year-old British national
who was born in Somalia was re-
manded in custody when he made
his first appearance in court on
Friday accused of attempted
murder.

Starmer visited the scene of the
attacks and a Jewish volunteer
ambulance service on Thursday
and was booed by some locals, who
accused him of not doing enough
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Keir Starmer

to protect them.

They also denounced pro-Pales-
tinian activists holding marches
in British cities, which began after
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack on
Israel that sparked the war in
Gaza.

The prime minister, a former
human rights lawyer and chief
public prosecutor whose wife is of
Jewish origin, said many Jewish
people had told them they were af-
fected by “the repeat nature” of
the protests. AFP

u0kicss pooksTonc EEEE
New York welcomes first
audio-only book shop

NEW YORK

AUDIOBOOK giant Audible
opened what it billed as the first
‘bookless bookstore’ in New York
on Friday as industry statistics
show more American consumers
embracing the format.

There is no rustle of pages or
stacks of best-selling novels at the
pop-up store opened by the Ama-
zon subsidiary on the Lower East
Side in Manhattan.

“This is a physical place entire-
ly dedicated to bringing audio sto-
rytelling to life,” Audible CEO Bob
Carrigan said during a press tour
of the “Audible Story House” on
Thursday.

It was a slightly “wild idea”
which “took quite a bit of imagi-
nation,” Carrigan said, adding
that the month-long pop-up aims

to “bring audiobooks to life in this
environment where you can
browse, you can connect with
people.”

According to the Audio Publish-
ers Association, audiobook sales
reached $2.22 billion in the United
States in 2024, nearly doubling
over past five years. Each tile plays
a short excerpt and the full title
can be accessed on Audible app.

The platform, which dominates
the audiobook market, offers paid
subscriptions, individual purchas-
es and free access to some titles for
Amazon account holders. The ven-
ue also has a room lined with
speakers for headphone-free lis-
tening, as well as a “Listening
Bar” where “Story Tenders” will
“guide attendees in finding the
perfect audiobook for their tastes
and interest.” AFP

STATE BANK OF INDIA

0SB

VEHICLE FOR E-AUCTION SALE (HYPOTHECATION)

Borrower Name : Mr. Duvvuru Krishna Teja Reddy, S/o. D:Ranil Kumar Reddy,
Eepuru, Mittapalem, Muthukur, Nellore - 524323,

MSME BRANCH, Nellore, SPSR Nellore District

REG. Mo. MAKE ! FUEL MODEL K.M Minimum Price EMD

AP 39 VD 1155|  WAHINDRA & MAHINDRA LTD 2023 | Rs. Rs.
BLAZO4E ML BSE P 67 CB ERI DIESEL B4240 km 18.81,900- | 1,88, 190/-

AP 39 VC 4656)  MAHINDRAS MAHINDRALTD 2023/ Rs. Rs.
BLAZO43 HL BS6 P 67 CB ER) DIESEL 77841 km 18,81,900/- | 1,88,190/-

AP 38 VD 6REB MAMINDRA S MAHNDRALTD 2023/ Rs. Rs.
BLAZOME HL B56 P 67 CB ERY DIESEL 73061 km 18,81,900/- | 1,88,190/-

AP 30 VC 4647  MAHINDRA S MAHINDRALTD 2023 | Rs. Rs.
BLAZOER HL BSE P67 CB ER/ DIESEL 90634 km 18,81 900/ | 1,BE 190/-

Llate & E 0 b i i L0 8 iig: 0 &4 U0 FF

ast Date & Time of Submission of online bids : 11-05-2026, before 12.00 Noo

Bid increment Amount : Rs.5,000/-

TERMS & CONDITIONS : 1) Auction is being held on “AS IS WHERE I5"&"AS5 IS WHAT IS
BASIS"” only and Viehicle will nol be-sold below reserveprce. 2) The Successiul Bidder should
deposit 25% 110+15% | of the sale amaunt Immediately and balance amount within 15 days of
the sale. In case of default in pavment, the sale will be cancelied and the amount already paid
will be fordeited. 3} The Bank shall reserve the rght to cancel ! Posipone the Suction without
assigning any reasons. 4) Vehicle available for Ingpection during working hours from Monday
lo Saturday in working hours. 5) For detailed Terms & Conditions of e-Auction available on
the web porial of Mitps.ibaanknet.coml/eauction-psbibidder-registration, and Toll free
Number :

vehicles related query may contact Chief Manager: Mobile Mo: 9949865463 (or) our

Recovery Agent : Ph. No. 93972 67899,
Date: 02-05-2026, Place: Nellore

0SB

Sdi= Authorized Officer, State Bank of India

STATE BANK OF INDIA

STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH,

3™ Floor, Upstairs of KFC, Surya Prakash Sguare, Gurunanak Nagar Road, N.T. R.
District, Vijayawada - 520008, A.P. Ph: 0866-2546922

Authorized Officer's Details; Name: Sri K5 H Sastry (Chief Manager),
Mobile No. 89784 80704, For Vehicle Inspection : 99204 53242

VEHICLES FOR E-AUCTION SALE (HYPOTHECATION)

The balow mantioned Borrowear has availed loan facility for purchasing of vehicles. The
borrower has defaulted in payment of EMI's of the loan, Bank has seized the vehicles-and
decided to sale these vehicles through onling auction on the date menbioned below,

Borrower{s) Name : Smt. Kadiri Malleswari, Do, K. Narayana (Late), B.Na10-1095-

200428, Mizam Vali Colony, Kadirl, Sri Satya Sai District, Andhra Pradesh - 515581
SHOL VEHICLE Mo, MAKE / FUEL ! COLOR  |MODEL Resere Price EMD
ASHOK LEYLAND 'WHITE | MOV-
1 | AP 39 UL 6197 | BLUE GOLD / DIESEL | BUS/ Rs. 14,00,000/- | Rs. 1,40,000/-
STAGE CARRIAGES / 2022
Place of Vehicles nspoction : Mis, Rayalaseorms Enterprises [Parking Yard) Kalyona Dirgam Road, Kuruginiz
Date 8 B f ) [ 126 00 2 o 02.00 P

Last Date & Time of Submission of online bids ; 12-05-2026 by 04.00 PM.

Bid increment Amount : Rs.10,000/-

Terms & Conditions : 1) Auction is being held on “AS |15 WHERE I5"&2"AS IS WHAT IS &

WHATEWVER THERE 15" BASIE" only. 2) Vehicles will nol be sold balow reserve pnee, 3)
The Successful Bidder should depaosit 25% (10+15%) of the sale ameount Immediately and
balance amount within 15 days of the sala. In caze of defaull in payment, the sale will ba
cancelled and the amount already paid will be forfeited. 4) All kind of expenses relating fo
transfer of vehicles in the name of the successiul bidder has 1o be borne by the bidder only.
Vehicles for inspection during bank working hours from 04-05-2026 to 12-05-2026 onwards.
§5) GST & TCS & Other Chargaes are apphcable as per Tax Norms, 8) The Bank shall reserve
the right to cancel ! Postpone the Auction without assigning any reasons, 7) For detailed
terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in State Bank of India, the
Secured Credilor's website www.sbi.co.infweb/sbi-in-the-newsl/auction-notices. For
Registration, EMD, Auction Details etc., visit https:i/baanknet. comleauction-psbibidder-

registration of tha service provider © Mis; PSB Alliance, Toll free Number: 8291220220,

Note:! Interested bidder may deposit Pre-Bid EMD with P3SB Alllance before the close of &-
Auction. Credit of Pre-bid EMD shall be given to the bidder only after receipt of payment in
PEB Alliance's Bank acount and updation of such information in the e-auction website. This
may lake same time as per banking process and hence bidders, in their cwn interest, ara

sdvised tosubmit the pre-bid EMD amount well in advance to aveid any last minuie preblem,
5di- Authorized Officer, SBI, SARB, Vijayawada

Date: 02-05-2026, Place: Vijayawada

epaper.newindian@.as.mﬁw .

Tiruvpati Court
ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LTD o L
(A Gold Category State PSU) nﬂc CORPORATION LTD.
Registered Office: OMC House, Bhubaneswar-751 001 = R

CIN:- U131000R1956SGC000313

NIT No.15/O0MC/CIVIL/2026

Tender for the following works is invited on-line through e-procurement portal of Govt. of Odisha

Estimated | Time period . Cost of Bid
SI. No Name of the work cost (In of the work C(cz)lrir?:c?;r Er':/lguorggns document
lakh) | (in month) P (Rs.)
Integrated Tourism
Development of Raghura- . : | 10,000/
1 jour in the district of Puri 1396.23 | 16 (Sixteen) | A & Special | 13,96,230/ +18% GST
(Retender)

reason thereof.

1. Availability of Bid document in Govt. portal from dt.04.05.2026 to dt.18.05.2026 up to 5.00 PM.

2. Last date of on-line submission of tender in the portal is dt.18.05.2026 up to 5.00 PM.

3. Date of opening of Technical Bid is dt.19.05.2026 at 11.00 AM.

All other details can be seen from bid documents available at Govt. web site www.tendersodisha.gov.in.
Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd. reserves the right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any

Sd/- GM (Civil)

== ANDHRA PRADESH POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

REGIONAL OFFICE: KADAPA

D.No.7T2i272-5-18, 1st Floor, Kurnool-Chittoor NH - 40 Road, Mear Vinayaka Nagar Circle,
Kadapa, Y3R District -516 003,Ph; 08562 - 244584 Email : rokdp-eel@appch.gov.in

ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING NOTIFICATION

In accordance with the Motification No: 50,1533 dated Seplember 14th 2008 and s subsequent amend-
ments of Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change Govermment of India, A.F.Pollution Control
Board hereby issues Public Hearing Wotification for proposed development of a Water Aerodrome at
Gandikota, Jammalamadugu (M), ¥5R Kadapa District fo be carmed out in an extent of 0.3262 Ha (326217
gq. m. ), with the project cost of Rz, 16.91 Crores at Gandikola, Jammalamadugu (M), YER Kadapa District,
Andhra Pradesh by Mfs. Andhra Pradesh Airports Development Corporation Lid

The details of the Project as given by the proponent are as follows:

1. Hame of the company
with Address & Phone

Mumber
Ph Mo 8143241178

Kia. Andhra Pradesh sirports Development Corporation Lid,, 1IHO
Corporate. 4th Floor, Mangalagirl, Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh

establishment & Extent

2. Location of the proposed

o Land

Water Aercdrome at Gandikota, Jammalamadugu (M), YSR Kadapa
District, Total extent (0 3262 Ha (326217 sq. m.)

3. Name of the Authorised
contacted with addrass
and Telephone Number

person o ba

Smi Dandagala Padmaja, CGM, MWs.Andhra Pradesh

Airports Developmend Corporation Lid., IHC Corporate, 4ih Floor,
Kangalagiri, Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh

Fh. Mo B1432411T78{CGMT, APADCL)

4, Estimaled Capial Cast of the Proposed project

Fe 16 01 Crores

5. Line of Activity

Davelopment of Water Aercdrome

Pubdic Hearing

& Date, Tme & Vernue of the

Date: 04062026, Time :11.004 M,
Venue:Mear Office of the Executive Engineer, Tatireddy Marasimha Reddy
Reservoir, Canals Division, (MB.C. Division), Mylavaram, YZR Kadapa Digirict

Wi,
Wil

v. Office of the MoEF & CC, Gol

7. Place of availability of the Draft EIAEMP and Execulive Summany | Telugu & English) on the Proposed
Project which are kept open for general public:
I, Offica of the Collectar & District Magistrate, Kadapa, ¥YSR Kadapa Destrict
ii, Office of the Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Parishad, Kadapa ¥5SR Kadapa District
i Ofhica of Ganaral Manager, District Industres Center, Kadapa, YSR Kadapa District

Integrated Regional office (IRQ), Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Green House Complex, Gopal Reddy Feoad, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh,

v, Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Beard, Zonal Office, VR, Colony, Kumool

Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board, Regiconal Office, Kadapa, Y3R Kadapa District.

Office of the Tahsildar, JammalamaduguiM), Y'SR Kadapa District,

viii. Gram Panchayal Office, GandikoatalV'), Jammalamadugu{M), ¥ SR Kadapa Disfrict

specified above.

Place
Date

r Kadapa
: 02.05.2026

The concarns of the local affected paople, if any, on the proposed project ara invited within 30 days from the
gata of publication of thiz notificatien in writing 1o the undersigned officer of the A P Pollution Control
Board, ¥'5R District and they can paricipate in the proceadings of the pubkc haanng on tha date and venuea

Environmental Engineer, A.P.Pollution Contral Board
Reglonal Office, Kadapa, YSR Dist.

Sdi-




