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Womenbetrayed: PMhits out atOppn
ARchiS mohAn
NewDelhi, 19 April

Led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leaders sharpened their campaign
against the Opposition for voting
against the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill, 2026, which
soughttofast-tracktheimplementa-
tion of a 33 per cent reservation for
women in legislatures by 2029 and
increasingLokSabhaseats to816.
Addressing a rally in West

Bengal’sBankura,Modiaccusedthe
rulingTrinamoolCongress(TMC)of
“betraying” women for preventing
thepassageoftheBill inParliament,
and saidwomenwouldpunish it in
theupcomingAssemblypolls.
Earlier, he had addressed the

nationonSaturdayeveningandsaid
Indianwomenwouldnotforgivethe
Congress, TMC, DravidaMunnetra
Kazhagam (in power in poll-bound
Tamil Nadu) and Samajwadi Party.
Headdedthattheywouldpayforthe
“sin”ofopposingthebill.
TheCentre on Sunday cameout

with a set of frequently askedques-
tions(FAQs),whereitarguedthatthe
current Census and subsequent
delimitation period will take time,
and the 131st constitutional amend-
ment was brought to delink imple-
mentationoftheNariShaktiVandan
Adhiniyam (Constitution 106th
Amendment Act, 2023) from the
condition that the 33 per cent reser-
vation will be based on the Census
conducted after 2026 so that the
quota couldbe implementedby the
2029generalelections. Itaddedthat
no changes were proposed to the
DelimitationCommissionAct.
Congress general secretary

Jairam Ramesh said the FAQs are
“silent on the real questions about
delimitation thatwere askedby the
Oppositionduringthedebate.”
At a public meeting in Tamil

Nadu’s Tenkasi, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh slammedallies Con-
gressandDMKforvotingagainstthe
Bill. He said that “no power in the
world” can stop the government
fromimplementingone-thirdreser-
vationforwomeninlegislatures.
The Opposition responded by

pointingoutthatitdefeatedthegov-
ernment’s intent to implement
delimitation, and not the women’s
quotaBill.

Key Constitution Amendment Bills since 2014: How they fared
Given the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
National Democratic Alliance’s (NDA)
majority in the 16th (2014-19) and 17th
(2019-2024) Lok Sabha, it could ensure the
passage of Constitution amendment Bills
with the requisite two-thirds majority in
the Lower House.

The passage of such Bills in the Rajya
Sabha, since the BJP and its allies lacked

the numbers in the Upper House then,
was difficult during the first term of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led government
(2014-19), which meant it referred the Bills
to Rajya Sabha select committees to bring
the Opposition on board, as happened
with the 122nd and 123rd constitution
amendment bills.

The BJP-led NDA’s numbers are now

comfortable in the Rajya Sabha, but it has
dropped in the current Lok Sabha, as the
BJP fell short of the majority mark in the
2024 general elections. The government
referred the contentious 129th and 130th
Constitution amendment Bills to joint par-
liamentary committees, while the 131st
Constitution Bill failed to meet the two-
thirds majority mark of 352. archIs mohan

Constitution Reason Date of introduction Current status
AmendmentBill

121st Set up aNational Judicial Appointment 11 August, 2014 Enacted as 99th ConstitutionAmendmentAct
Commission (NJAC) to replace the collegium system

122nd Introduce goods and services tax (GST) regime 19December, 2014 Enacted as 101st ConstitutionAmendmentAct

123rd Grant constitutional status to theNational 5 April, 2017 Enacted as 102nd ConstitutionAmendmentAct
Commission for Backward Classes

124th Provide upto 10% reservation for EWS in education 8 January, 2021 Enacted as 103rd ConstitutionAmendmentAct
and public employment (addition to existing reservation)

127th Allow states andUTs to prepare their own list of socially 9August, 2021 Enacted as 105th ConstitutionAmendmentAct
and educationally backward classes

128th Reserve 33%seats in legislatures forwomen 19 September, 2021 Enacted as 106th ConstitutionAmendmentAct

129th Hold simultaneous Lok Sabha andAssembly polls 17 December, 2024 “With a joint parliamentary committee”

130th Remove Central and stateministers arrested for 20August, 2025 “With a joint parliamentary committee”
30 consecutive days on serious criminal charges

131st (alongwith Implement 33% reservation forwomen in legislatures 16April, 2026 Bill negatived (54 votes short of the two-thirds
DelimitationBill) by 2029; increasing the size of legislatures by 50% majority of 352)

EWS: Economically weaker section Source: PRS Legislative Research/Parliament archives

Why India atwork is
disengaged and on edge
Gallup poll flags a steep fall in workplace
engagement, rising emotional distress

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
NewDelhi, 19 April

For corporate India, emerging work-
placetrendscouldbeaseriouscausefor
concern.
AglobalpollbyGallupin itsStateof

theGlobalWorkplace 2026, titled “The
Human Side of the AI Revolution”,
released late last week, shows that
SouthAsia—primarily ledby India—
sawasteep5percentagepoint(pp)year-
on-year decline in “employee engage-
ment”, thelargestfallacrossanyregion
intheworld.
Thesteadydeclineinengagementis

reflectedinthedata:in2025,only21per
cent of employees said they were
engaged at work, compared to 26 per
centin2024andapeakof29percentin
2023. A largemajority—59per cent of
respondents in 2025— said theywere
notengaged,while20percentsaidthey
were“notactivelyengaged”.
In2025,SouthAsia,ledbyIndia,also

sawasharper8ppdecline in“manager
engagement”—again, the largestdrop
acrossregions.Gallupsuggeststhismay
be due to companies cuttingmanage-
ment roles, especially as information
technology recruitment slowed and
senior andmiddlemanagement posi-
tions were reduced, partly driven by
artificial intelligenceadoption.
The survey, conducted in 2025,

covers 160 countries and includes
263,810 respondents, ofwhom141,000
are employed. They were surveyed
through phone and in-person inter-
views.Itspans10regions,includingthe
US, Canada, Latin America and the
Caribbean, Europe, post-Soviet Eur-

asia, theMiddleEast andNorthAfrica,
Sub-Saharan Africa, East Asia, South
andSoutheastAsia, andAustralia and
NewZealand.
SouthAsia,ledbyIndia,alsoranked

highestgloballyfornegativeworkplace
experiences. About 31 per cent of
respondentsreporteddailyanger,com-
pared to a global average of 22 per cent
in 2025.Daily sadnesswas reportedby
36percent(versusaglobalaverageof22
per cent), while 28 per cent reported
loneliness(againstaglobalaverageof22
percent).
However,confidenceinfindingnew

jobsisrelativelymuted.SouthAsiaranks
eighthamongthe10regions.Southeast
Asia tops the list, with 64 per cent of
respondents saying they are likely to
lookforanewjob, followedbyAustralia
and New Zealand and Latin America
andtheCaribbean(60percent).InSouth
Asia,thefigureis48percent.
Indiaagainranks lowestamongthe

10regionson“lifeevaluation”.Respon-
dentswereasked to rate their livesona
scaleof zero (worstpossible) to 10 (best
possible). Gallup’s findings show that
only 16 per cent of respondents said
they were “thriving” — the lowest
among all regions and far below the
globalaverageof34percent.
Incontrast,SoutheastAsiapresents

amore stableworkplace picture.Man-
ager engagement remains above the
globalaverage,holdingsteadyat25per
cent rather than declining sharply as
seen in India. Daily stress is also the
lowestgloballyat25percent.Theregion
reports lower levels ofdaily anger, sad-
ness, and loneliness than both the
globalaverageandSouthAsia.

Criterion India’s ranking % of
amongst top 10 respondents
global regions in favour

Feel daily anger 1 31
Feel daily sadness 1 36
Daily loneliness 1 28
Good time for job change 8 48
Thriving life 10 16
Employee engagement in work 6 21

Alarming numbers

Source: Gallup
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(the tmc conspIred
wIth the congress
to prevent the
passage of the bIll
as It Is agaInst
women’s
empowerment...
thIs Is the same tmc
whIch breaks every
law and every rule
to benefIt
InfIltrators)
NarendraModi
PrimeMinister

PrimeMinister
NarendraModi
addressesapublic
meeting inWest
Bengal’sBankura
district onSunday,
aheadof theAssembly
elections Photo: PtI

(the faQswhIch
readmore lIke the
government's
factually abused
Quackery are sIlent
on the real

QuestIons about delImItatIon
thatwere asked by the entIre
opposItIon durIng the debate)
Jairam Ramesh
Congress Rajya SabhaMP

(If thIs govtwas
genuInely serIous
about thIs noble
cause, why dId It
waIt nearly three
years after the

passage of thewomen’s
reservatIon bIll?why couple
ItwIth delImItatIon?)
Mamata Banerjee
West Bengal CM
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