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Taking a dig at BJP stalwart and former chief minister B S Yediyurappa, 
party MLC AH Vishwanath strongly criticised the decision to organise a 
felicitation event for a person facing charges under the POCSO Act and 
termed the development “unfortunate” and “ironic” in Mysuru on Thursday

08�05�2026FRIDAY

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

DKMS Foundation India on 
Thursday announced free HLA 
typing for children aged below 
12 suffering from transfusion-
dependent thalassaemia in In-
dia, as part of  its efforts to im-

prove access to stem cell 
transplants.

The programme will allow 
patients and their parents and 
siblings to provide buccal swab 

samples for HLA testing to 
identify matching donors with-
in the family. In cases where no 
match is found, DKMS will fa-
cilitate a free search for unre-
lated donors through its inter-
national registry.

The announcement was 
made at an event in Bengaluru 

where 12-year-old Sameeksha, 
a beta thalassaemia major pa-
tient, met her stem cell donor 
Dilip K, a 27-year-old IT profes-
sional from Kolar. Sameeksha, 
diagnosed in infancy, was de-
pendent on regular blood trans-
fusions before undergoing a 
stem cell transplant, consid-

ered the only curative treat-
ment for the disorder.

DKMS said it also extended 
partial financial support to 
Sameeksha’s family to help 
cover transplant costs.

Doctors at BloodCare Hema-
tology Clinic & Diagnostic Cen-
tre said early diagnosis and 

timely treatment are crucial in 
managing thalassaemia, but 
finding matched unrelated do-
nors remains difficult.

India records over 10,000 chil-
dren born with thalassaemia 
annually, but donor availability 
remains limited, making donor 
registry expansion critical.

Doner Dilip K (right) with 12-year-old 
Sameeksha |  NAGARAJA GADEKAL

HC RAPS KKRTC FOR 
MISLEADING STAND 
ON ACCIDENT RELIEF 
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THE Karnataka High Court im-
posed cost of  Rs 25,000 on Kalya-
na Karnataka Road Transport 
Corporation (KKRTC) while cas-
tigating it for filing an appeal 
against compensation of  Rs 1.10 
crore awarded by the tribunal to 
the family of  a person killed in 
an accident, by taking a “mis-
leading stand” before court. 

The appeal was filed by 
KKRTC on the ground 
that negligence was on 
the part of  the de-
ceased, by suppressing 
the fact that the driver, 
a contract employee, 
was removed from the 
job and annual increment 
was withheld for the conductor 
permanently as punishment, 
after charges of  rash and negli-
gent driving were proved 
against them in the departmen-
tal inquiry. 

Dismissing the recent appeal 
with a direction to recover costs 
imposed from officials respon-
sible for authorising and pursu-
ing the litigation after conduct-
ing an internal inquiry, a 
division bench of  Justice Suraj 

Govindaraj and Justice Dr Chil-
lakur Sumalatha directed the 
KKRTC MD to issue appropri-
ate administrative circulars 
mandating full disclosure of  all 
material facts, including disci-
plinary proceedings. 

The court noted that the con-
duct of  KKRTC in filing the 
present appeal, despite having 
passed removal orders against 
the driver and withholding one 
annual increment of  the con-

ductor permanently as pun-
ishment on July 5, 2023, 

and May 23, 2024, re-
spectively, raises seri-
ous concerns. 

The appeal was filed 
challenging the order 

dated March 14, 2025, 
passed by the Motor Acci-

dent Claim Tribunal, Kalabura-
gi, which awarded compensa-
tion of  Rs 1.10 crore with 6 per 
cent interest per annum to Su-
nita, wife of  deceased Vinod Ku-
mar Mane (43) and his legal 
heirs, on their claim of  Rs 3 
crore as the deceased was work-
ing as FDA in the Revenue de-
partment, and drawing a salary 
of  Rs 65,574 per month. Vinod 
lost life due to negligent driving 
on June 20, 2023.

State to bolster commercial space tech: Priyank
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“SPACE technology is a key 
pillar in Karnataka’s Deep-
Tech Decade vision. The state 
is uniquely positioned to lead 
the next phase of  India’s com-
mercial space growth by build-
ing deep capabilities across 
innovation, advanced manu-

facturing, data, upstream and 
downstream applications,” 
said IT/BT minister Priy-
ank Kharge at a round-
table conference with 
space tech startup 
founders and stake-
holders from the in-
dustry and academia 
on Thursday.

Kharge vouched for common 

testing and validation infra-
structure as a means to signifi-

cantly reduce barriers for 
startups and MSMEs 
while accelerating 
product development 
cycles and commercial 
readiness. “Karnataka 

was the first State in In-
dia to put out a draft 

Space Policy, reflecting our 

early commitment towards 
building a globally competitive 
commercial space ecosystem. 
Our policy vision is anchored 
in long-term ecosystem lead-
ership spanning infrastruc-
ture,  manufacturing,  re-
search, talent development 
and industry collaboration,” 
added secretary of  the IT/BT 
department N Manjula.

Representatives from star-
tups and organisations in-
cluding Pixxel, KaleidEO, As-
tro g ate  Labs,  Sk yServe, 
MISTEO, GalaxEye, Ananth 
Technologies, Centum Elec-
tronics, HAL, Astra Space, 
BHEL, Raman Research In-
stitute, Indian Institute of  
Astrophysics, and others at-
tended the conference.
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WHEN the couple tried to call 
the police control room, the ac-
cused fled. Bagalagunte police 
registered a case.

The IAF officer filed a com-
plaint against unidentified 
miscreants on Tuesday. The in-
cident happened last Saturday 
between 9pm and 9.15pm near 
Jalahalli Cross, towards Ayyap-
pa Temple Road. 

In his complaint, the IAF of-
ficer stated that the accused 
started abusing him just for 
asking the auto driver for some 
space. Despite ignoring and 
walking towards their vehicle, 
the accused followed them in 
the auto and attacked him and 
his wife. He said he could not 
see the complete registration 
number of  the auto. 

“No arrests have been made 
yet. We are going through 
CCTV footage in the vicinity, 
and in one we could see a ver-
bal altercation between the 
complainant and suspects, but 
not any kind of  attack,” said an 
officer.

A case of  causing grievous 
hurt by dangerous weapons, 
and assault or criminal force 
on woman with intent to out-
rage her modesty has been reg-
istered against the accused.

‘Accused 
followed us 
in auto’

COMED-K tomorrow, 
303 centres across India 
BENGALURU: As many as 
1,30,620 candidates from across 
the country, including 43,069 
from Karnataka, have registered 
for the COMED-K UGET scheduled 
to be held on Saturday. COMEDK-
UGET is computer-based and will 
be held across 28 states/Union 
Territories, 171 cities and 303 test 
centres in two sessions. The first 
session will be held between 
9am and 12 moon and the 
second session between 2pm 
and 5pm. Candidates have to 
carry the hall ticket copy along 
with recent two passport size 
colour photographs. Regarding 
dress code, COMEDK has clarified 
that since this is an all-India 
level test, it will be in line with 
what is advocated by the 
respective state governments. 
They are allowed to carry ID 
proofs as attached in their 
applications, a transparent water 
bottle and a pencil. ENS

Skill Development Minister Dr Sharan Prakash R Patil distributes offer 
letters to specially-abled candidates at a job fair  at Vikasa Soudha 
in Bengaluru on Thursday |  NAGARAJA GADEKAL 

JOB FAIR FOR PWDs IN 
AUGUST, SAYS MINISTER 
BENGALURU: Dr Sharan Prakash R 
Patil, minister for skill development, 
announced on Thursday that an 
exclusive job fair for persons with 
disabilities (PwDs) will be held in 
August 2026 at Kanteerava Stadium 
in Bengaluru. During the launch of the 
Adidvara app at Vikasa Soudha in 
association with AssisTech 
Foundation (ATF), Patil unveiled the 
official logo for the upcoming job fair. 
He said, “Persons with disabilities are 
second to none. They are as talented 
as anyone else, and corporates must 
extend them equal opportunity and 
treatment during hiring”. The 
Adidvara app is first-of-its-kind 
inclusive employment and skilling 
platform, that connects PwDs to 
employment opportunities, intern-
ships, skilling and upskilling 
programmes. The job fair will feature 
direct recruitment drives, career 
guidance sessions, skill pathway 
awareness programmes, and techno-
logy showcases. Over 3,000 job 
seekers are expected to attend. ENS

DKMS launches free HLA typing for kids under 12 with thalassaemia
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