
E X P R E S S  R E A D

45 secure jobs at CRDA mela
Vijayawada: A Job Mela was organised on 
Saturday at the Government High School 
premises in Thullur under the aegis of the 
APCRDA, with support from Skill Development 
& Training Department. It aimed at providing 
employment opportunities to the youth. Out of 
201 candidates 45 secured employment
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Police arrested Srinu for allegedly stabbing auto driver 
Prashanth to death in Kailashpuram, Vizag, on Friday 
over a suspected illicit relationship. The incident occurred 
near Seetharam Kalyana Mandapam. Probe is underway

ONE  
HELD

13 spl courts to come up in State 
for speedy trial of NDPS cases
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

DIRECTOR General of  Police 
(DGP) Harish Kumar Gupta as-
serted that the primary objec-
tive of  the State’s anti-narcotics 
unit ‘EAGLE’ is to dismantle 
the drug network that is dam-
aging the future of  youth and 
said proposals were sent to gov-
ernment to establish 13 new 
NDPS special courts for speedy 
trials in NDPS cases. 

The cop inaugurated the EA-
GLE State headquarters at Rat-
nala Cheruvu village under 
Mang ala giri  mandal  on 
Saturday. 

The DGP said that over the 
past one-and-a-half  years, the 
Elite Anti-Narcotics Group for 
Law Enforcement (EAGLE) has 
earned national recognition for 
its performance and has grown 
into a key enforcement unit on 
par with elite forces like Grey-
hounds and OCTOPUS. He em-
phasised that the agency has 
been playing a crucial role in 
controlling drug-related activi-
ties across the State. 

“Cannabis cultivation has 
been effectively curbed, with 

over 11,000 acres of  ganja crops 
eradicated. The State has also 
taken a lead in implementing 
the Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 
1988,” the DGP Harish Kumar 
G u p t a  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e 
achievements. 

Explaining that stringent ac-
tion initiated against notorious
ganja smugglers and peddlers, 
DGP explained that as many as 

112 hardened smugglers have 
been arrested under the PIT-
NDPS Act,  adding that strict 
action is being taken against 
repeat offenders. “Efforts are 
also underway to identify and 
disrupt the financial networks 
of  drug syndicates,” he 
maintained.  

The DGP noted that while en-
forcement against cultivation 
and smuggling has intensified, 

authorities are now also focus-
ing on drug consumers. A com-
prehensive database of  users 
has been developed, and a drug 
testing centre has been set up 
in Vijayawada. Plans are in 
place to expand testing facili-
ties statewide, with 10,000 test-
ing kits to be deployed in the 
first phase. 

He further said advanced 
technologies such as drones 
and satellites are being used to 
detect and eliminate cannabis 
cultivation. A dedicated data 
centre has been established to 
track crimes conducted through 
the dark web and digital pay-
ments. Surveillance on inter-
state drug networks has also 
been strengthened, he added. 

EAGLE chief  Ake Ravikrish-
na said the unit’s operations 
have been expanded across all 
28 districts, with special task 
forces functioning in three re-
gions. He highlighted initia-
tives such as ‘Operation Chait-
anya’ for cannabis eradication, 
‘Safe Campus Zone’ to protect
students, and ‘Vajra Prahar’ 
and ‘Operation Garuda’ target-
ing drug hotspots and supply 
chains.

Ganja crop in over 11,000 acres in State was destroyed to curb the menace, says DGP

Director General of Police Harish Kumar Gupta inaugurates EAGLE headquarters near 
Mangalagiri  on Saturday |  PRASANT MADUGULA

Court sends MLC 
Anantha Babu to 
14-day remand
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kakinada

POLICE arrested YSRCP MLC 
Anantha Satya Uday Bhaskara 
Rao, also known as Anantha 
Babu, in a threatening case and 
a court remanded him to Rajah-
mundry Central Prison for 14 
days on Saturday.

Police arrested him on Fri-
day in case 155/2026 outside the 
Rajahmundry District Court 
when he attended a bail peti-
tion hearing in case 195/2022. 
Authorities shifted him to Sar-
pavaram police station after 
the arrest. Police produced him 
before a court in Kakinada af-
ter conducting a medical exam-
ination at the GGH.

Tuni Rural Inspector Chen-
nakesava took charge as inves-
tigating officer in the case. Po-
lice said they planned to arrest 
Babu on April 22 at his apart-
ment in Kakinada, but he 
eloped on two-wheeler. Authori-
ties placed Inspector Ravi Ku-
mar on VR on April 23 follow-
ing allegations over the lapse.

Police said the accused 
planned to flee after bail cancel-
lation petition hearing. Inspec-
tor Chennakesava and his team 
deployed at Rajahmundry 
Court took him into custody, 

shifted him to Sarpavaram po-
lice station for medical tests, 
produced him before the court 
and secured a 14-day jail at Ra-
jahmundry Central Prison.

Police provide security to 
victim’s family in Kakinada
Kakinada district police pro-
vided security to the family and 
friends of  deceased driver Vee-
dhi Subrahmanyam following 
alleged threats from Anantha 
Babu, and his followers.

Police increased patrolling in 
Ramaraopeta, Kondayyapalem 
and Atchutapuram to prevent 
untoward incidents. At the po-
lice department’s request, the 
electricity department installed 
streetlights and CCTV in G 
Mamidada village.

Police said Anantha is the 
main accused in Subrahman-
yam murder case and faces 
hurdles in securing bail. Sourc-
es said he allegedly tampered
with evidence by offering 
bribes and gave death threat to 
the victim’s family and friends 
if  they did not support him.

Family members filed a com-
plaint at Sarpavaram police 
station on April 21. Police said 
they stepped up security meas-
ures and surveillance following 
the complaint.

23 mandals of State may experience 
heatwave conditions today: APSDMA
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE Andhra Pradesh State 
Disaster Management Author-
ity (APSDMA) has warned that 
heatwave conditions are likely 
to prevail in 23 mandals across 
the State on Sunday. 

APSDMA MD Prakhar Jain 
advised people to take adequate 
precautions against extreme 
heat, hot winds, and rising hu-
midity levels. 

According to officials, six 
mandals in Vizianagaram dis-
trict - Badangi, Bobbili, Dattira-
j e r u ,  M e n t a d a ,  R a m ab -
hadrapuram, and Vangara - are 

expected to report extreme heat 
conditions. In Manyam district, 
12 mandals including Balijipe-
ta, Garugubilli, Gummalaksh-
mipuram, Jiyyammavalasa, 
Komarada, Kurupam, Makku-
va, Pachipenta, Parvathipuram, 
Salur, Seethanagaram, and 
Veeraghattam are likely to ex-

perience heatwave conditions. 
Additionally, GK Veedhi man-
dal in Alluri district and Chin-
toor, Kunavaram, Vara Ram-
achandrapuram, and Gurtedu 
mandals in Polavaram district 
have also been listed. 

The authority noted that tem-
peratures remained extremely 
high on Saturday, with Nandiko-
tkur in Kurnool district record-
ing 44.8°C, Kadapa at 44.2°C, 
and Rayadurg in Anantapur 
and Allagadda in Nandyal dis-
trict touching 44°C. Several 
other locations reported tem-
peratures above 42°C. Officials 
urged residents to avoid step-
ping out during peak hours.

SIT searches former minister’s house in liquor case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

SLEUTHS of  the SIT conducted 
searches at the residence of  former 
minister Karumuri Nageswara 
Rao in Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad, as 
part of  an ongoing probe into al-
leged irregularities in liquor 
transportation during the previ-

ous YSRCP regime on Saturday. 
SIT officials carried out detailed 

inspections at the premises and re-
corded the statement of  Karumuri 
Nageswara Rao. Sources said the 
questioning focused on transac-
tions and links under scrutiny. 

The searches were conducted 
following the collection of  prelimi-

nary evidence pointing to possible 
violations. SIT officials issued no-
tices to his son, Sunil Karumuri, 
directing him to appear before the 
investigating officer for question-
ing on April 30. 

Officials said his statement is 
crucial to the probe as he may have 
knowledge of  financial dealings 

linked to the case. The SIT also 
searched premises of  PLR Projects, 
reportedly linked to Rajampet MP 
PV Mithun Reddy, as part of  ef-
forts to trace financial trails and 
establish links. 

Officials said the investigation 
is ongoing and action will follow 
evidence.

Three killed  
in separate  
road accidents
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

IN a tragic road accident, three 
persons died on the spot in sep-
arate road accidents in Visa-
khapatnam and Anakapalle on 
Saturday morning.

The deceased have been id-
netified as Gangiri Kushal Ku-
mar (32) from Gopalapatnam 
and Shaik Tauseef  (27) from 
Prakasam district, and Rudhra 
Naga Thanuja (9).

Bheemili CI said a speeding 
bike lost control, hit a divider 
and crashed into an electric 
pole near Kalinga Erra Matti 
Dibbalu on the Bheemili beach 
road in Visakhapatnam on Sat-
urday, killing both riders on the 
spot with severe head injuries. 
Police shifted the bodies to 
Bheemunipatnam Community 
Health Centre for postmortem 
and registered a case.

In another accident, Anaka-
palle Town Traffic Inspector 
said a nine-year-old girl died 
when a mini-van rammed a sta-
tionary lorry on the Pudimada-
ka flyover early Saturday. He 
said the driver, who had halted 
earlier at Tallapalem and for 
tea, dozed off  while driving. 
The lorry, carrying army-relat-
ed goods, was parked. Police 
has registered a case.

One held for Khajipet murder
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kadapa

MYDUKUR DSP Rajendra 
Prasad said police arrested 
Avula Venkatesh, the accused 
in the murder of  17-year-old Ra-
makeerthana in Khajipet.

He said the incident occurred 
on April 10 in Khajipet Agraha-
ram. He said the accused alleg-
edly slit the victim’s throat af-

ter she rejected his advances.
He said police tried to appre-

hend Venkatesh, but he fled. He 
added the accused attacked po-
lice during the pursuit, prompt-
ing them to fire in self-defence.

He said police shifted the ac-
cused to Mydukur Government 
Hospital. Police will produce 
Venkatesh before a court under 
a PT warrant said the DSP.
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