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Parisarakkaagi Naavu, an environmental collective based in 
Karnataka, has written to PM Narendra Modi seeking immediate 
intervention to address India’s growing climate crisis. In the 
letter, the group called for urgent climate adaptation measures, 
with the protection of forests and tree cover as a key priority
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

BANGALORE Milk Union 
Limited (BAMUL) president 
DK Suresh said that the un-
ion, for the first time, would 
be supplying 20 lakh kg of  
ghee to Sri Venkateshwara 
temple in Tirupati for the next 
six months. 

Suresh along with the BAM-
UL director flagged off  the ghee 
supply vehicle on Wednesday 
from Bengaluru office to 
Tirupati. He said, “We have re-
ceived a tender for the supply 
of  Nandini ghee to Tirupati, 
the amount of  which is Rs 136 
crore. 12.5 tonnes of  ghee will 
be supplied daily for the next 
six months. Bamul consortium 
is making this supply in a sepa-
rate agreement with TTD.”

In order to see that the ghee is 
not touched until it reaches the 
destination, digital lock technol-
ogy has been used for transpor-
tation. He said, “It can only be 
opened if  the password given is 
entered there. If  we do not have 
the supply capacity, we will have 
to struggle after getting the ten-
der. We got the tender after get-
ting ready for the supply and 
stock,” Suresh said.

Kuruba family flees Belagavi 
village after community boycott

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e l a g a v i

IN a shocking case of  alleged 
social ostracism, a Kuruba 
community family was forced 
to flee Kondaskoppa village in 
Belagavi rural constituency af-
ter they were subjected to a so-
cial  boycott  by its  own 
community.

The family of  Narasoba Sam-
brekar, a priest associated with 
the local Beeradevar temple, 
claims that village leaders im-
posed a Rs 5,000 fine on anyone 
who interacted with them, and 
announced a Rs 1,000 reward 
for informants. An audio clip 

purportedly enforcing the dik-
tat has since gone viral.

The boycott, allegedly trig-
gered by disputes over temple 
rituals and a past inter-commu-
nity relationship involving a 
family member escalated into 

harassment and violence. The 
family alleges stone-pelting at 
night, verbal abuse, total social 
isolation and exclusion from 
weddings and community 
events. Even a five-year-old 
child in the family is not spared, 
they said.

“We were cut off  completely 
from the community after a vil-
lage meeting on April 6. No one 
speaks to us. We were abused, 
humiliated, and our house was 
attacked at night,” said Nara-
soba, adding that the family 
has video evidence document-
ing the boycott.

Despite lodging a complaint 
at the Hirebagewadi police sta-

tion, the family alleges no effec-
tive action was taken. They also 
claim pressure from villagers 
to withdraw the complaint.

Unable to endure the contin-
ued harassment, the family has 
now left the village and is stay-
ing in Belagavi city. 

Meanwhile, a member of  the 
village panch has denied the al-
legations, claiming the family 
had disrespected the village de-
ity and elders, triggering 
tensions. 

The incident has raised seri-
ous concerns over the persist-
ence of  social boycotts and the 
failure of  local mechanisms to 
protect vulnerable families.

Rs 5,000 fine on people interacting with them, Rs 1,000 reward for informants

Neighbour dumps dogs 30 km away after they kill chickens
V I N C E N T  D ’ S O U Z A   @ Mangaluru

IN the sweltering heat of  BC 
Road, 53-year-old Sudheer Rao 
is waging a desperate search 
for his two beloved pet dogs. 
What began as a routine day in 
his sound equipment rental 
business on April 23 turned 
into a nightmare when he re-
turned home to find Tommy, a 
two-and-a-half-year-old dog, and 
her six-month-old pup missing. 

The mother-daughter pair had 
been more than pets-they were 
part of  Rao’s family, which in-
cludes his wife and son.

After combing the neigh-
bourhood with no success, Rao 
grew suspicious of  a neighbour. 
When confronted, the man ini-
tially denied any involvement. 
But under Rao’s insistence that 
he swear on God, the neighbour 
admitted to tying the dogs’ 
limbs and mouths, placing 

them in sacks, and abandoning 
them at a dumpyard 30 km 
away in BC Road. Rao rushed to 

the site and searched for hours 
that first day, but found no 
trace. Since then, he has been 
making daily trips, honking his 
scooter horn in the hope the 
dogs might recognise the sound 
and return, while also asking 
nearby residents if  they have 
seen them.

With no leads, Rao ap-
proached the Puttur Rural Po-
lice and filed a complaint. Act-
ing on it, the police summoned 

the neighbour and directed him 
to accompany Rao to the dump-
yard and show the exact loca-
tion where the dogs had been 
left. Despite retracing the route, 
the search yielded no results, 
deepening Rao’s anxiety.

Animal activist Mamata Rao 
from Puttur has now joined 
the search, sharing videos on 
social media and preparing to 
distribute flyers to gather 
information. 

The Narsoba Sambrekar family, which 
has been allegedly subjected to social 
boycott in Kondaskoppa village in 
Belagavi district

Damaged ornamental plant pots in front of Vice-Chancellor ’s chamber, 
Kuvempu University in Shankaraghatta on Wednesday

NSUI ACTIVISTS GHERAO 
KUVEMPU UNIVERSITY VC

SHIVAMOGGA: A group of 50 NSUI activists gheraoed Kuvempu 
University Vice-Chancellor Prof Sharat Ananthamurthy and vandalised 
the university premises on Wednesday demanding rollback of increase 
in examination and admission fees and declaration of results of first, 

third and fifth semester examinations. The protestors flung 
ornamental flower pots, damaged window planes and threw the chairs 
in front of the Vice-Chancellor’s chamber in the administrative building. 

They painted the VC’s nameplate at the office in black. The officials 
inside the VC chamber shut the doors and remained inside. When the 

VC, who was attending a programme, came to the chamber the 
agitators surrounded him and raised slogans against him. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

HOME Minister Dr G Para-
meshwara on Wednesday 
launched a multilingual AI in-
tegration in the Namma 112 
Emergency Response Support 
System, marking a first-of-its-
kind initiative in India to make 
emergency services more ac-
cessible and inclusive. The ini-
tiative, developed in collabora-
tion with Monday Ventures 
and Acos, aims to eliminate 
language barriers that often 
hinder access to emergency as-
sistance in a diverse city.

The upgraded system, pow-
ered by Multilingual Voice AI 
for Nationwide Key Interven-
tions, enables callers to commu-
nicate in their preferred lan-
guage, ensuring real-time 
understanding of  emergencies. 

It assists call handlers by in-
stantly interpreting and relay-
ing critical information, leading 
to faster response times and ac-
curate deployment of  services. 
The system currently supports 
over 10 Indian languages, in-
cluding Kannada, Hindi, Tamil, 
Telugu, Malayalam,  Marathi, 
Bengali, Gujarati, Odia, Ma-
nipuri, Kashmiri, Nepali, and 
Assamese, along with interna-
tional languages such as Span-
ish, French, and Arabic. 

Officials said the language 
support will be expanded in 
phases. The police have also in-
tegrated Namma 112 with 
Namma Yatri, enabling pas-
sengers, especially women to 
contact emergency services di-
rectly from within the ride ap-
plication. Earlier in 2025, Nam-
ma 112 was integrated with Ola 
and Uber.

Namma 112 is now  
multilingual with AI

E X P R E S S  R E A D

PU II EXAMINATION-2 TO BEGIN TODAY
Bengaluru: Second PU exam-2 will start across the state from 
Thursday. Around 1,72,151 students – 92,554 boys and 79,597 girls – 
have registered for the Second PU Exam-2. Of these, 82,746 students 
are those who have scored low marks in internal exams or have 
shortage of attendance. While 794 are private candidates, 39,099 are 
repeaters and 49,512 are attempting to improve their marks.  The 
results of Exam-1 were released on April 9. As many as 6,94,545 
students (including freshers, repeaters and private) had appeared for 
the exams, of which 5,66,608 students cleared it. 

BAMUL to 
supply ghee to 
TTD for the 
next 6 months


