
to India, he would be “interro-
gated and subjected to torture
and ill-treatment”. To support
his arguments, the Punjab
National Bank (PNB) fraud mas-
termind cited the February 28,
2025 judgement of the UK high
court in the Sanjay Bhandari
case, which held that “Bhandari
would be at real risk of extor-
tion, torture or violence in Tihar
jail, from other prisoners or
prison officials”, and conse-
quently refused his extradition
to India. 

The UK high court, on March
25, dismissed Modi’s plea to 
reopen the extradition, which 
was ordered by a Westminster’s 
court in London in February 
2021, closing all  legal doors for 
him. Following the decision, the 
jailed diamantaire last month 
also approached the European 
Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 
in Strasbourg under rule 39 of the
European convention on human
rights seeking relief citing risk to
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PUDUCHERRY: A Special Judge
of the Fast Track Court in Pud-
ucherry on Friday, awarded the
death penalty to a convict in
the 2024 rape and murder of a
nine-year-old girl in Pud-
ucherry.

The judge had, on April 30,
after hearing arguments from
the prosecution, found the
accused guilty of all charges, as
well as offences under the Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, and had
posted the case for sentencing
to Friday.

Initially, the girl was
reported missing from her
home in March 2024. Her body
was later found in a local drain-
age canal. 

She was last seen with the
convict, Karunas, who was
then 19-years-old and lived
near the victim’s house.

Police arrested Karunas for
questioning, and during inter-
rogation, they also arrested his
accomplice, Vivekanandan
(56). However, Vivekanandan
later died by suicide in the Cen-
tral Prison at Kalapet, where he
was lodged after arrest. 

The court had on April 30
convicted Karunas under vari-
ous sections of the IPC and Sec-
tion 6 of the POCSO Act.

Awarding the death penalty
to Karunas, the court also
awarded compensation of ₹10
lakh to the victim’s family. 

PUDUCHERRY COURT 
GIVES RAPE CONVICT 
DEATH SENTENCE

no law can be imposed upon Guru
Granth Sahib, the Sikh Sangat, and
sewadars.

Asserting that the Akal Takht
Sahib has no objection to strict 
punishment being awarded to 
those guilty of sacrilege, the jathe-
dar warned the Bhagwant Mann 
government that if it does not 

Speaker Kultar Singh 
Sandhwan appeared before 
the Akal Takht on Friday.

Nirav Modi

Debabrata Mohanty
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BHUBANESWAR: Five people 
have been arrested for allegedly 
beating to death a 32-year-old 
railway police constable in the 
outskirts of Bhubaneswar after 
he was accused of molesting two
women, police said on Friday, 
adding that they have intensified
manhunt to identify and appre-
hend suspects. 

“The deceased has been iden-
tified as Soumya Ranjan Swain, a
constable with the Government 
Railway Police (GRP), who was 
beaten to death in broad daylight
in the Balianta area on May 7 
after a confrontation involving 
two women escalated into mob 
violence,” a senior police officer 
said. 

The purported videos, circu-
lating on social media, showed 
Swain tied to an iron structure 
and assaulted by a crowd. The 

after the fall.”
When the matter escalated,

the people from nearby villages 
gathered, who allegedly attacked
the two men. Both men were tied
up, beaten and dragged before 
being taken to Capital Hospital in
Bhubaneswar, where Swain later
succumbed to his injuries. Rout 
was rescued by police and is 
undergoing treatment in hospi-
tal,” DCP Meena said. Two FIRs 
have been registered in the case.

“A case of attempt to rape
under Sections 62 and 64 of the 
BNS had been registered against
the deceased. A separate case of 
murder by unidentified persons
under Section 103 of the BNS was
lodged on the complaint by 
Swain’s family,” the DCP added.

Chief minister Mohan Charan
Majhi directed DGP YB Khurania
to conduct a detailed investiga-
tion. “Such mob violence must 
not recur,” a statement from the
CMO said.

incident triggered outrage across
the state. 

Bhubaneswar deputy commis-
sioner of police (DCP) Jagmohan
Meena said, “Swain, posted in 
Cuttack and serving in the GRP 
for around 12 years, was travel-
ling on a motorcycle with col-
league Om Prakash Rout near 
the Ramachandrapur-Bhingar-
pur area when their vehicle 
allegedly collided with a scooter
carrying two women. The 
women later accused the two 
policemen of attempting to 
molest them while helping them

THE DECEASED HAS 
BEEN IDENTIFIED 
AS SOUMYA 
RANJAN SWAIN, A 
CONSTABLE WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT 
RAILWAY POLICE 

5 held for lynching cop in Odisha

Abraham Thomas
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday brought an end to the 
row between the West Bengal 
government and the state Gover-
nor by finalising vice chancellors
for three among the 36 universi-
ties that became a bone of con-
tention between then chancellor
and Governor CV Anand Bose 
and former chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee.

The top court gave its stamp of
approval to the three names 
among a panel prepared by a 
court-appointed search-cum-se-
lection committee headed by 
former Chief Justice of India UU
Lalit. 

With this, the top court
brought down curtains on 
the 30-month legal battle 
that required the court to inter-
vene as the differences between 
the two constitutional functiona-
ries had adversely affected 
the functioning of the universi-
ties.

Names of professors Dwai-
payan Bharadwaj and Rajan 
Chakrabarti for North Bengal 
University and Netaji Subhas 
Open University, respectively, 
have been finalised from the 
pool. The third name has not 
been disclosed yet.

A bench of Chief Justice Surya
Kant and justice Joymalya Bag-
chi said, “With the above three 
appointments, all universities 
will have regular vice chancel-
lors.”

SC SETTLES ROW 
OVER VCS FOR 3 
BENGAL VARSITIES

Neeraj Chauhan
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NEW DELHI: Fugitive diamantaire
Nirav Modi’s extradition to India
may be on hold because of a sec-
ond asylum claim by him, HT 
learns. 

New Delhi  has won in all
extradition proceedings concern-
ing Modi in  UK courts, but  his 
repatriation appears to have hit a
roadblock, with British authori-
ties informing their Indian coun-
terparts that he cannot yet be 
extradited due to certain “secret 
proceedings”, highly placed offi-
cials told HT. 

London has neither officially
nor unofficially shared with New
Delhi the nature of these “secret 
proceedings”, but this is generally
the term used for a plea for asy-
lum. 

Modi made an earlier asylum
plea in  2018, but this was rejected
last year. But  Indian officials 
aren’t ruling out the possibility of
Modi making a fresh asylum 
claim in the UK on humanitarian
grounds — particularly by citing 
the Sanjay Bhandari case and 
arguing that there has been a sig-
nificant change in the circum-
stances since his previous appli-
cation. 

Over the past year, Modi
unsuccessfully argued before
the UK courts that, if extradited

his rights, which is yet to be 
heard. Indian officials said rule 
39 requests are usually rejected. 

A senior government officer,
without going into the specifics, 
said, “we had an interaction with
our British counterparts to know
about the status of Nirav Modi’s 
repatriation. They informed 
us that he cannot be extradited 
yet due to some secret proceed-
ings”. 

Accused of defrauding Punjab
National Bank of ₹6,498 crore —
part of a total ₹13,578 crore fraud,
with around ₹7,000 crore linked
to his uncle Mehul Choksi — 
Modi has been in a UK prison 
since his arrest by Scotland Yard
on March 19, 2019, on the basis of
India’s extradition request.

India has informed UK author-
ities that Modi will be housed at 
Arthur Road prison in Mumbai. 
New Delhi has also given sover-
eign guarantees to the UK courts
and the government that Modi 
would not be interrogated by any
of the agencies and will face trial
in court in the existing case.

Modi was declared a fugitive
economic offender under the 
Fugitive Economic Offenders Act,
2018. The Enforcement Director-
ate has attached assets worth 
₹2,598 crore under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act, 
and ₹981 crore has been restored
to the victim banks.

Nirav’s extradition 
to India stuck again

Surjit Singh
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AMRITSAR: The Akal Takht on
Friday formally rejected the
recently enacted controversial
sacrilege act, which provides life
imprisonment and a fine of up to
₹25 lakh for any act of “beadbi
(sacrilege)” against the Guru
Granth Sahib. It also issued a
15-day ultimatum to the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) to
remove objectionable clauses.

The development came hours
after assembly speaker Kultar
Singh Sandhwan appeared
before acting jathedar Giani Kul-
deep Singh Gargaj and Takht
Damdama Sahib jathedar Giani
Tek Singh Dhanaula to discuss
the legislation.

The Jaagat Jyot Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Satkar (Amend-
ment) Act , enacted by the Punjab
assembly, prescribes stringent 

punishment, including life impris-
onment and a fine of up to ₹25 
lakh, for the “beadbi” (sacrilege) of
the Guru Granth Sahib. It was 
approved by Punjab Governor 
Gulab Chand Kataria on April 
17 this year.

“The Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee (SGPC) will 
not comply with the Act’s require-
ment to upload records of Guru 
Granth Sahib ‘saroops (scriptures)’
to a government-monitored web-
site. Religious records and the 
management of the living Guru’s 
sanctity remain the exclusive 
domain of the Panth (Sikh com-
munity) and cannot be subjected 
to state-mandated digital surveil-
lance,” Jathedar Giani Kuldeep 
Singh Gargaj said.  

He added while there may be
laws for those accused of sacrilege,

remove the provisions offending 
Sikh sentiments from the 
amended law within 15 days, a 
gathering of the five Singh Sahibs 
(Sikh clergy) would be convened 
by Sri Akal Takht Sahib and strict 
action would be taken in the mat-
ter. He further told Sandhwan that
the Sri Akal Takht Sahib would 
provide the Punjab government 
with a panel of Sikh legal experts 
and judges who could help build 
consensus on the law.

The developments came a day
after chief minister Bhagwant 
Mann embarked on his four-day 
“Shukrana Yatra” on Wednesday,
“to express gratitude to the 
Almighty for blessing him with the
opportunity to serve humanity by
enacting the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib Satkar Act 2026, 
which provides for harsher pun-

ishment in ‘beadbi’ cases”.
Calling the yatra an affront to

Sikh traditions, acting jathedar 
Gargaj said: “Temporal authorities
cannot claim victory over matters
of faith without the consensus of 
the sangat (community).”

Speaking to reporters later,
Sandhwan declined to comment 
on the proceedings and defended 
the law, saying: “I conveyed that 
we are committed to the Panth 
and will act according to its senti-
ments. What we have already 
done was according to the senti-
ments of the Panth.”

Responding to claims that the
SGPC was not consulted, 
Sandhwan added: “Nothing is like
that. We got an advertisement 
published in the newspapers and 
sought suggestions before the leg-
islation.”

Akal Takht asks Punjab to take back sacrilege law 
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