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AI offers immense promise – from faster legal research to reducing pendency – but it 
also raises profound concerns… Algorithmic bias can undermine equality before law, and 

opaque systems can weaken reasoned judicial decisions - Siddaramaiah, CM
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@  B e n g a l u r u

CHIEF Justice of  India Surya Kant 
on Saturday said “Justice must re-
main human”, cautioning against 
over-reliance on Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) in the judiciary. He flagged 
risks such as fake judgments and AI 
“hallucinations”, warning lawyers 
and judges against misuse of  AI-gen-
erated pleadings. Justice Kant also 
stressed that judicial decision-mak-
ing cannot be automated devoid of  
empathy, constitutional reasoning 
and accountability. 

Justice Kant was speaking at the 
inaugural ceremony of  the 22nd bi-
ennial state-level conference of  judi-
cial officers with its theme ‘Reimag-
ining the judiciary in the era of  AI’ 
on Saturday, organised by the Karna-
taka State Judicial Of ficers’ 
Association.

The CJI said the need to “pause 
and introspect” arises not out of  hes-
itation but responsibility, as struc-
tural shifts go beyond legislative or 
doctrinal changes. He said even 
though the conference is being held 
in Karnataka, the issues discussed 
have nationwide relevance, with the 
state often serving as a model due to 
its openness to innovation.

Justice Kant said AI offers oppor-
tunities to improve efficiency 
through legal research, case manage-
ment and data organisation. Howev-
er, he cautioned against over-reli-
ance, noting that AI lacks human 
judgment and cannot engage with 
ethical or moral dimensions of  deci-
sion making. He flagged risks such 
as fabricated precedents, misleading 
pleadings and inaccuracies generat-
ed by AI tools, warning that such
“hallucinations” could undermine 
trust in the justice system.

Calling for a balanced approach, 
he said technology must ‘aid’, not re-
place, judicial reasoning. “Justice 
must remain a human endeavour,” 
he said.

Highlighting the transformative 
impact of  technology on the judici-
ary, Vibhu Bakhru, Chief  Justice of  
Karnataka High Court said AI has 
already entered courtrooms, making 
digitisation “the backbone of  how 
we work and serve.” Delivering his 
presidential address, he cautioned 
that “technology alone is not the 
strategy – people are,” stressing in-
vestments in skills, ethics and data 
security. Highlighting infrastructure 
gaps, he noted that courts in Ben-
galuru had run out of  storage space, 
prompting a 1.4 lakh sq. ft. facility at 
Anekal to digitise records. While e-
filing and paperless systems are un-
derway, he admitted progress is still 
at an early stage.

Justice must remain human: CJI

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E
@ B e n g a l u r u

CITIZENS today seek time-
ly access to information 
and greater clarity regard-
ing the conduct of  those 
who hold public office. To 
fulfil those expectations, 
we need systems that pro-
mote openness in practical 
and measurable ways. It is, 
therefore, extremely sig-
nificant that today’s com-
memoration coincides 
with the inauguration of  a 
digital portal containing 
the statements of  assets 
and liabilities of elected 
representatives across Kar-
nataka, said Chief  Justice 
of  India (CJI) Surya Kant 
on Saturday. 

Justice Kant was deliver-
ing the presidential ad-
dress at the launch of  the 
portal and and investiga-
tion module of  the Karna-
taka Lokayukta by Su-
preme Court judge Justice 
Aravind Kumar, after re-
leasing a souvenir follow-
ing the inauguration of  the 
event “Four Decades of  
Journey of  Karnataka 
Lokayukta” at the Banquet 
Hall of  Vidhana Soudha in 
Bengaluru on Saturday. 

The CJI said when dis-
closures of  this kind be-
come easily accessible to 
citizens, transparency 
moves from promise to 
practice, becoming part of  
the everyday grammar of  
public life. “An electoral 
mandate confers authority, 
but legitimacy is sustained 
through conduct. Citizens 
assess governance through 
what they are able to see 
and experience in their 
daily lives, especially how 
decisions are taken, how 
resources are used, and 
whether these bodies re-
main accessible when con-
cerns arise. Transparency, 
therefore, performs a deep-
er democratic function. It 
enables citizens to remain 
informed participants in 
public life, rather than pas-
sive observers”, he said.  

Justice Kant said the sys-
tems that make governance 
understandable and within 
the reach of  the people play 
a vital role in sustaining 
democratic life. It was in re-
sponse to these democratic 
expectations that the insti-
tutions of  Lokayukta have 
assumed importance. Over 
the past four decades, the 
Karnataka Lokayukta has 
helped make oversight 
more accessible and more 
credible, he said. 

The Karnataka Lokay-
ukta has become one of  the 
most significant and effec-
tive Lokayukta in the coun-
try, shaping perceptions 
about how such mecha-
nisms should function in a 
democratic system. “I, on 
my own personal note, feel 
proud of  this institution; 
that’s how resilient, how 
loudly it has spread its 
wings to serve the people 
of  the state of  Karnataka.. 
I am sure that the Lokay-
uktas will undoubtedly re-
main an important pillar 
in promoting fairness, in-
tegrity and transparency 
in governance,” he said. 

Proud of 
Karnataka 
Lokayukta, 
says CJI

BJP Mysuru president and former MLA L Nagendra said the BJP-led Central 
government had sought to introduce 33% reservation for women, but the 
Congress strongly opposed its implementation. He alleged that the Congress had 
dashed the aspirations of the country’s 70 crore women by opposing the bill
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YOU CAN’T WAIT FOR INSPIRATION. YOU HAVE TO GO AFTER IT  
WITH A CLUB ❯ JACK LONDON 


