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Iran hits after US ships enter Hormuz
DUBAI/WASHINGTON

A drone strike caused a fire at an 
energy installation in the emirate 
of  Fujairah, UAE on Monday,  and 
left three Indian workers injured 
hours after President Donald 
Trump said US guided-missile de-
stroyers crossed the Strait of  
Hormuz. 

“Three Indian nationals sus-
tained moderate injuries and 
have been transferred to the hos-
pital to receive necessary treat-
ment,” the Fujairah media office 
said in a post on social media. 
The UAE’s defence ministry and 
state news agency said a fresh 
Iranian barrage had targeted the 
country.

“Four cruise missiles launched 
from Iran were detected toward 
various areas across the country. 
Three were successfully engaged 
over the country’s territorial wa-
ters, while one fell in the sea,” the 
defence ministry said.

In Oman, two people were in-
jured when a residential building 
was targeted in Bukha along the 
coastline of  the Strait of  Hor-
muz, state media reported.

The US military said it has 
opened a passage through the 
Strait of  Hormuz and reached 
out to dozens of  shipping compa-
nies to encourage navigation 
through the waterway. 

Admiral Brad Cooper, com-
mander of  US Central Command, 
told reporters during a phone 
news conference that US military 
helicopters have sunk 
six Iranian small boats 
that were targeting ci-
vilian vessels in the 
Strait of  Hormuz.  It is 
the latest test of  the 
ceasefire between Iran 
and the US.

Earlier, the US military said 
two American-flagged merchant 
ships had successfully transited 

the strait. The military’s Central 
Command said the two Ameri-
can-flagged merchant ships were 
“safely headed on their journey” 

after transiting the 
Strait of  Hormuz. It 
said Navy guided-mis-
sile destroyers in the 
Persian Gulf  were help-
ing to restore traffic. 

Its statement on X 
said that US destroyers had also 
transited the strait. It did not say 
when the Navy ships arrived or 
when the merchant vessels de-

parted. In response to Trump’s 
announcement, a senior Iranian 
official warned on Monday that 
Tehran would consider any US 
attempt to interfere in the Strait 
of  Hormuz a breach of  the ongo-
ing ceasefire.

“Any American interference in 
the new maritime regime of  the 
Strait of  Hormuz will be consid-
ered a violation of  the ceasefire,” 
Ebrahim Azizi, head of  the na-
tional security commission in 
Iran’s parliament, posted on X. 
 Agencies

Missiles, drones fired at UAE as US says it opened passage in Strait of Hormuz, 3 Indians injured

A container ship sits at anchor as a small motorboat passes in the foreground in the 
Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran on Monday |  AFP

Negotiations break down 
Tehran: Iran’s latest proposal for 
ending the war calls for the US 
lifting sanctions, ending the 
blockade, withdrawing forces from 
the region and ceasing all 
hostilities, including Israel’s 
operations in Lebanon, according to 
the semiofficial Nour News and 
Tasnim agencies, which have close 
ties to Iran’s security apparatus. 
Iranian officials said they were 
reviewing the US response, though 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Esmail Baghaei told reporters 
Monday that changing demands 
made diplomacy difficult. He did 
not give details. Iranian leadership 
has claimed its proposal does not 
include nuclear program and 
enriched uranium

Hezbollah says fighters clashed with Israel soldiers
BEIRUT

HEZBOLLAH said its forces 
clashed with Israeli soldiers on 
Monday in south Lebanon near 
the border where the troops are 
still operating, despite a ceasefire 
since April 17.

Hezbollah said in a statement 
that after Israeli troops attempted 
to advance near the town of  Deir 
Seryan—which is inside the Is-
raeli-declared “yellow line” 
where Lebanese residents have 

been told not to return—its fight-
ers “opened fire on the enemy 
force and engaged in heavy clash-
es with them”.

The Israeli military confirmed 
there were clashes with Hezbol-
lah fighters in south Lebanon. 
“Earlier today, two IDF soldiers 
were moderately injured as a re-
sult of  a close-quarters encounter 
with Hezbollah terrorists in 
southern Lebanon,” the military 
said in a statement.

“The soldiers were evacuated 

to receive medical treatment at a 
hospital.”

Lebanese President Joseph 
Aoun on Monday said a security 
deal and an end to Israeli attacks 
were needed before any meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, sought by 
Washington.

Aoun’s office said in a state-
ment that the president “reiter-
ated his view that the timing is 
not appropriate now for a meet-
ing” with Netanyahu. AFP

Smoke rises after Israeli  airstrike  
in south Lebanon  |  AFP

3 dead in suspected 
virus outbreak on 
Atlantic cruise ship
PRAIA

THREE people have died on a cruise ship in the Atlantic, 
the WHO said Sunday, one a confirmed case of  hantavi-
rus—an illness usually transmitted to humans from ro-
dents. The outbreak occurred on the MV Hondius, travel-
ling from Argentina to Cape Verde.

“To date, one case of  hantavirus infection has been 
laboratory confirmed, and there are five additional sus-
pected cases,” the World Health Organization told AFP. 
“Of  the six affected individuals, three have died and one 
is currently in intensive care in South Africa.”

Earlier Sunday, South Africa’s health ministry told 
AFP there had been an outbreak of  a “severe acute res-
piratory illness”, which had killed at least two people, 
with a third in intensive care in Johannesburg.

The patient treated in Johannesburg tested positive for 
a hantavirus, a family of  viruses that can cause hemor-
rhagic fever, South African spokesperson Foster Mohale 

said.
In its statement, the WHO said hantavi-

rus infections “are typically linked to 
environmental exposure). “While rare, 
hantavirus may spread between people, 
and can lead to severe respiratory ill-

ness and requires careful patient moni-
toring, support and response.” The first 

person on the cruise to develop symptoms was 
a 70-year-old passenger. He died on board the ship and his 
body was currently on the island of  Saint Helena, a Brit-
ish territory in the South Atlantic, Mohale the South Af-
rican spokesman said. 

His 69-year-old wife also fell ill on board and was evacu-
ated to South Africa, where she died in a Johannesburg 
hospital, he said, adding that they were not yet able to 
confirm the victims’ nationalities. The third case, a 69-
year-old Briton, was also evacuated to Johannesburg, 
where he was being treated in intensive care. WHO chief  
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a post on X that 
the agency was working with the ship’s operators and 
member states affected. Earlier Sunday, a source close to 
the case speaking on condition of  anonymity had said a 
Dutch couple were among the dead. The third fatality was 
still on board the ship.  AFP

GameStop makes take over bid to buy eBay 
Washington: US video game retailer GameStop made a 

takeover bid on Sunday to buy eBay for about $55.5 billion in 
an attempt to turn the online marketplace into a competitor 
to e-commerce giant Amazon.Gamestop is offering $125 per 

share in a combination of stock and cash, a 46 percent 
premium over the average stock price since it began acquiring 
shares in eBay on February 4, it said in a release. “EBay should 

be worth—and will be worth—a lot more money,” GameStop 
CEO Ryan Cohen said in an interview with the Wall Street 

Journal published Sunday.
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