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NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Friday expressed concern 
over the health of Uttar 
Pradesh Congress pres-
ident Ajay Rai, wishing 
him a speedy recovery 
after reports of his illness 
surfaced.

Taking to the social 
media platform X, PM 
Modi said, “I have received 
the news of Uttar Pradesh 
Congress president Ajay 
Rai Ji being unwell. I pray 
for his speedy recovery 
with good treatment.”

According to reports in 
the state Congress unit, 
Ajay Rai was admitted to 
a hospital in Varanasi after 
he complained of sudden 
health complications, 
including weakness and 
fluctuating blood pres-
sure. Doctors attending 
to him said his condition 
is currently stable, but he 
remains under observa-
tion for further evaluation 
and monitoring.

Congress leaders said 
Rai had been actively 
engaged in organisa-
tional activities and pub-
lic outreach programmes 
in recent days, which 
may have contributed to 
fatigue. He reportedly 
experienced discomfort 
late Thursday evening and 
was taken to a local med-
ical facility, where pre-

liminary tests were con-
ducted. Senior Congress 
leaders in Uttar Pradesh 
have been visiting the 
hospital and are in con-
stant touch with doctors. 
Party workers have also 
expressed concern over 
his health, with several 
leaders taking to social 
media to extend their 
wishes for his recovery.

Ajay Rai, a prominent 
political figure from 
eastern Uttar Pradesh 
and a former MLA from 
Varanasi, has been at 
the forefront of the Con-
gress party’s efforts to 
strengthen its base in the 
state. His illness comes 
at a time when political 
activity in Uttar Pradesh 
is intensifying ahead of 
the upcoming electoral 
engagements.

“I pray for Ajay 
Rai ‘s speedy 

recovery with god 
trewatment.”

Narendra Modi   
Prime Minister 
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The online processof 
Census marks a 

significant milestone 
in digitising the whole  

operations. 
Amit Shah         

Union Minister               
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NEW DELHI: The Rajas-
than government has 
signed MoUs with sev-
eral institutions, includ-
ing the English and 
Foreign Languages Uni-
versity and the National 
Skill Development Cor-
poration, during a cer-
emony for the Foreign 
Language Communica-
tion Skills Programme 
at Birla Auditorium in 
Jaipur. Speaking on the 
occasion, Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan said Rajas-
than’s youth possess 
a natural aptitude for 
hard work, innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and 
cultural adaptability. 

Inspired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, 
he noted, young people 
are increasingly focus-
ing on skill development 
rather than just aca-
demic degrees. Pradhan 
highlighted that the pro-
posed free trade agree-
ment with the European 
Union could create new 
employment opportu-

nities linked to foreign 
language proficiency. 
He emphasised that 
language is not merely 
a tool for communica-
tion but also a means of 
understanding and con-
necting societies.

Referring to the 
National Education Pol-
icy 2020, he said it is a 
key step towards build-

ing a developed India, 
with a strong focus on 
multilingual and global 
education. Learning lan-
guages such as French, 
German, Japanese, 
Korean, and Spanish, he 
added, will significantly 
enhance employment 
prospects for youth.

Foreign language skills 
key to new jobs: Pradhan
 Rajasthan signs MoUs to boost foreign language skills and enhance 

youth employability through global education initiatives.
HIGHLIGHT

z MoUs signed with 
key institutions to 
strengthen foreign 
language training 
opportunities.

z Minister highlights 
global jobs potential 
through language skills 
and education policy 
reforms.

First Phase 
of House 
Listing from 
22  in UP 

Gujarat to 
curtail import in 
fertiliser sector

LUCKNOW: In Uttar 
Pradesh, the first phase of 
Census 2027, focused on 
house listing, will begin 
on 22nd of this month. 
A self-enumeration facil-
ity will be available from 
7th of May. During a press 
conference in Lucknow, 
State Director of Census 
Operations and Chief 
Principal Census Offi-
cer, Sheetal Verma, said, 
citizens can take part 
through the self-enumer-
ation facility by register-
ing on the official website 
from 7th of this month.  
After completing the pro-
cess, they will receive 
a unique code, which 
must be shared with the 
enumerator during the 
home visit. Ms Verma 
said, Uttar Pradesh will 
conduct the first phase of 
Census 2027, focused on 
house listing, from 22nd 
of May to 20th of June. 

GANDHINAGAR: A series of policy and industry discussions 
at the VGRC in Surat emphasised strengthening self-reliance 
in the fertiliser sector alongside expanded investment in 
tourism infrastructure across the state’s tribal regions.

Shivraj begins PMGSY projects 
worth Rs 1,700 crore in Odisha

|  P M G S Y  P R O J E C T S  |
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The Centre has 
unveiled rural devel-
opment package for 
Odisha, with a strong 
focus on connec-
tivity, housing and 
livelihoods.

BHUBANESHWAR: The 
Centre has unveiled a 
wide-ranging rural devel-
opment package for 
Odisha, with a strong 

focus on connectivity, 
housing and livelihoods, 
as Union Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan and 
Chief Minister Mohan 

Charan Majhi jointly 
launched key initiatives 
in Rayagada. 

The highlight of the 
programme was the roll-
out of the fourth phase 
of the Pradhan Man-
tri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY-IV), under which 
827 new roads spanning 
about 1,702 km will be 
built at a cost of nearly Rs 
1,700 crore. The projects 
aim to connect remote 
and hilly regions, improv-
ing access to essential ser-
vices and boosting local 

economies. The Union 
Minister also handed 
over the formal approval 
letter for PMGSY-IV to the 
Chief Minister during the 
event.

The Centre further 
approved Rs 630.61 crore 
for completing pend-
ing rural houses under 
PMAY-G, Rs 868.71 crore 
as the first instalment 
under MGNREGA for 
2026–27, and Rs 30.07 
crore under WDC-PMKSY 
2.0 for watershed devel-
opment. 

Assly poll: 
Keralam set for 
counting of votes 
KOTTAYAM: In Keralam, 
all arrangements have 
been completed for the 
counting of votes polled 
in the Assembly elec-
tions held across 140 
constituencies on April 
9. Chief Electoral Offi-
cer Rathan U. Kelkar 
informed that counting 
will begin at 8 am on 
Monday at 140 counting 
centres, set up across 
43 locations. A total of 
15,465 officials, including 
Returning Officers, Assis-
tant Returning Officers, 
micro observers, count-
ing supervisors and assis-
tants, will be deployed 
for the exercise.

| RAI ADMITTED TO HISPITAL  | 

PM wishes fast 
recovery to UP Cong 
chief Ajay Rai


