
M HY-HYECM
YK

THE HINDU 

8 Sunday, May 10, 2026
HyderabadSouth

WEATHERWATCH
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Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)

Forecast for Sunday: Heavy Rainfall very likely at isolated places

over Kerala & Mahe, Lakshadweep and Tamil Nadu Puducherry &

Karaikal. Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning & gusty winds

(30-40kmph) very likely at isolated places over Assam & Meghalaya,

South Interior Karnataka and Telangana.
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......35.0...... 24.9 Kozhikode ....................... —......34.2...... 26.4

Ahmedabad............. —......43.4...... 28.0 Kurnool ........................... —......40.4...... 26.9

Aizawl ...................... —......33.4...... 20.1 Lucknow.......................... —......33.9...... 24.4

Allahabad ................ —......39.4...... 23.2 Madurai ........................... —......33.4...... 25.1

Bengaluru................ —......32.1...... 20.2 Mangaluru....................... —......33.4...... 25.4

Bhopal ..................... —......... —..........— Mumbai ........................... —......34.4...... 27.6

Bhubaneswar .......... —......37.3...... 23.9 Mysuru............................. —......34.6...... 22.0

Chandigarh.............. —......35.1...... 21.6 New Delhi........................ —......36.2...... 23.4

Chennai ................23.9......31.0...... 25.1 Patna............................... —......32.6...... 21.6

Coimbatore ............. —......34.6...... 21.4 Port Blair ........................0.2......33.6...... 28.2

Dehradun................. —......31.4...... 19.7 Puducherry ....................4.0......28.8...... 24.9

Gangtok ..................0.2......19.9...... 13.1 Pune ................................ —......39.4...... 27.1

Goa........................... —......36.1...... 27.4 Raipur.............................. —......39.0...... 24.0

Guwahati ................. —......32.8...... 21.9 Ranchi ............................2.0......33.3...... 19.0

Hubballi ................... —......38.0...... 24.0 Shillong ........................... —......... —..........—

Hyderabad............... —......36.4...... 26.3 Shimla ............................. —......21.8...... 12.4

Imphal ..................... —......32.5...... 17.0 Srinagar........................... —......31.7...... 12.5

Jaipur ...................... —......39.0...... 25.5 Thiruvananthapuram .........6.0......30.6...... 24.0

Kochi.....................15.0......31.2...... 23.4 Tiruchi ..........................29.0......28.3...... 24.6

Kohima .................... —......... —..........— Vijayawada...................... —......38.2...... 26.8

Kolkata ...................2.0......33.6...... 23.6 Visakhapatnam................ —......34.4...... 28.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Bharatpur,

Rajasthan recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 207

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Cuddalore,

Tamil Nadu recorded a

healthy AQI score of 16.

Ahmedabad ..... .13 ..23 .98 .....69 ...137 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .11 ..64 .55 ......— ...111 ......*

Chennai............ ...2 ..13 ..— .....12 ....55 ......*

Delhi ................. ..— ..50 .25 .....75 ...107 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ..— ..— .34 .....14 .....— ......*

Kolkata............. .17 ..27 .36 ...135 ....82 ......*

Lucknow........... ...6 ..43 .28 .....65 ....96 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...3 ..18 .69 .....42 ...129 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..29 140 .....72 ...108 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...7 ..17 .14 .....11 ....40 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

T
he Congress’s bid
to name a Chief Mi-
nister for Kerala

yielded no results despite
party president Mallikar-
jun Kharge and Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi hold-
ing consultations with the
three contenders — AICC
general secretary K.C. Ve-
nugopal and senior leaders
Ramesh Chennithala and
V.D. Satheesan — for over
three hours on Saturday. 

KPCC president Sunny
Joseph, AICC observers
Ajay Maken and Mukul
Wasnik were also present
at the meeting. The consul-
tations were held together
and individually.

“An appropriate deci-
sion will be taken by the

high command in due
course,” Deepa Dasmunsi,
party general secretary in
charge of Kerala, told
presspersons after the
meeting. 

Asked to specify further,
she said the high com-
mand has time until May
23 to �nalise the candidate.
Flanked by the senior Con-
gress leadership from Ker-
ala, she urged party work-
ers to refrain from the
embarrassing public dis-
play of their chief ministe-
rial choices. 

Competing claims
Sources said the high-
stakes discussions were
marked by intense postur-
ing and competing claims
by the contenders. The
Central leadership would
hold no further consulta-
tions with the aspirants,

they said. The high com-
mand, it is learnt, will take
a �nal decision after consi-
dering the claims of each
faction, along with the
views of Congress MLA-de-
signates and constituents
of the United Democratic
Front (UDF). 

While the consultations

in New Delhi were led
by Mr. Kharge, Mr. Gandhi
joined in, hoping to reach a
consensus. 

Poster wars
Senior leaders said Mr.
Kharge and Mr. Gandhi
were visibly dismayed by
the poster wars and public

marches across Kerala over
the past few days, rooting
for their favourite leaders.

Workers removed the
aggressive �ex boards,
which sullied the party’s
image in the State, from
many parts following the
appeal even as new boards
supporting other candi-
dates surfaced.

Earlier, Mr. Kharge had
also directed the State lea-
dership to take strict ac-
tion against those violating
party discipline and deco-
rum in connection with
the Chief Ministerial con-
troversy in Kerala. 

Mr. Venugopal has been
asserting his claim to the
top post by highlighting
the support he enjoys
among a majority of MLAs
in the State, while Mr. Sath-
eesan has continued to
press his case by citing the

leadership role he played
in securing the party’s im-
pressive victory in Kera-
la. Mr. Chennithala, mean-
while, has been
underscoring his seniority
within the party as the ba-
sis for his claim to the post.

Earlier on Friday, Con-
gress leader K. Muraleedh-
aran said the views of the
constituent parties in the
UDF along with the opi-
nions of the MLAs, should
be considered in the de-
bate over the chief ministe-
rial candidate. The day al-
so saw bitter exchanges
between the KSU and the
MSF, students wing of the
Congress and its UDF
partner IUML, after IUML’s
comments about the selec-
tion of Chief Minister
drew �ak from Congress
MLA-elect Mathew Kuzhal-
nadan. 

Cong. meet fails to solve Kerala CM deadlock

No solution yet: V.D. Satheesan, Ramesh Chennithala, Sunny

Joseph and K.C. Venugopal leave Mallikarjun Kharge’s residence. ANI

Kharge, Rahul hold discussions with the three contenders for three hours; AICC general secretary in charge of Kerala says the high command has

time until May 23 to �nalise the candidate; party leadership dismayed at the poster wars and public marches across the State and warns of action 

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ongoing tussle among
three Congress Chief Mi-
nister aspirants after the
United Democratic Front’s
(UDF) historic Assembly
mandate in Kerala has un-
leashed a tsunami of trolls
and memes across social
media.

From rib-tickling to
downright biting, the me-
nu of satire catered to ev-
ery palate. 

“For the UDF govern-
ment, the Chief Minister’s
chair is no longer a chair

but a bench,” read one
meme, complete with a
bench photo, mocking the
multiple contenders.

Another showed V.D.
Satheesan, K.C. Venugopal
and Ramesh Chennithala
decked as royalty with the
caption: “War paused for
the third day since the sun
has set,” a cheeky nod to
the Kurukshetra war
breaks in Hindu epic
Mahabharata.

Actor Bijukuttan was
featured in a troll as a wor-
ried Pinarayi Vijayan, fret-
ting whether he would be
caretaker Chief Minister

for �ve years. A �lm clip of
Ganesh Kumar counting
cash cast him as a �ex-
printing owner. This was
an obvious hint at the
windfall from the �ex war
among rival camps of Con-
gress across the State.

The more creative came
up with AI generated vide-
os. A viral video reima-
gined the Harikrishnans
song sequence, swapping
Mohanlal and Mammootty
with Mr. Satheesan and Mr.
Chennithala, before Mr.
Venugopal crash-lands,
crooning a Bollywood
melody.

The LDF wasn’t spared
either. A clip from Thala-
vattam cast Jagathy as a
CPI(M) supporter pleading
with Mohanlal, showed as
a UDF supporter, to spare
at least the seats as predict-
ed by exit-polls. 

Tussle over CM fuels meme storm
M.P. Praveen
KOCHI

A steering committee
meeting of the Kerala Con-
gress (M), held in Kot-
tayam, Kerala, on Saturday
to assess the party’s electo-
ral rout in the Assembly
polls, attributed the deba-
cle primarily to cross-vot-
ing by CPI(M) cadres and
the consolidation of minor-
ity communities against
the party. 

According to KC(M)

chairman Jose K. Mani, the
outgoing Left Democratic
Front (LDF) government
led by Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan had pushed
through a �urry of deve-
lopment initiatives, but
failed to give those achieve-
ments a “popular political
face.” “The meeting also
took note of massive cross-
voting by CPI(M) cadres
and the consolidation of
minorities against the LDF
as key factors behind the
electoral setback,” he said.

KC(M) blames CPI(M)
cross-voting for rout 
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