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The police used water can-
nons to disperse a spirited
All India Students’ Federa-
tion (AISF) protest in Thris-
sur on Friday, as the out�t
escalated its attack on the
Union government over
the NEET-UG paper leak.
Tensions �ared as AISF ac-
tivists marched to the
BSNL o�ce.

‘Students betrayed’
Inaugurating the protest,
AISF State joint secretary
Aslam Shah strongly criti-
cised Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, accusing the
Centre of betraying stu-
dents. 

“Casting a shadow over
the dreams of 57 lakh stu-

dents is an unforgivable
crime. There can be no
pardon for Narendra Mo-
di,” he said, warning that a
larger “Gen Z protest”

would emerge against the
government. Sharpening
his criticism, Mr. Shah
questioned the Prime Mi-
nister’s educational cre-

dentials. “If Narendra Modi
cannot produce docu-
ments to prove his own
educational quali�cations,
how can he address the cri-
sis in higher education?”
he asked.

He also alleged that BJP
leaders were involved in
the NEET-UG paper leak
and said the Central go-
vernment cannot escape
responsibility for the con-
troversy. 

“AISF will lead the �ght
to protect students’ rights
across the country,” Mr.
Shah asserted.

The protest meet was
presided over by AISF
Thrissur district president
K.S. Abhiram, as police ac-
tion added to the charged
atmosphere of the demon-
stration.
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Police use water cannons to block AISF activists marching to the

BSNL o�ice in Thrissur on Friday in protest against the NEET paper

leak. K.K.NAJEEB

The Customs (Preventive)
Commissionerate, Kochi,
seized seven SUVs in con-
nection with Operation
Numkhor —a nationwide
crackdown on the large-
scale smuggling of premi-
um second-hand vehicles
through Bhutan and forged
registration rackets involv-
ing Motor Vehicle Depart-
ment (MVD) o�cials—from
across Kerala and arrested
one person on Thursday.

The arrested was identi-
�ed as Zain Marva, partner
of Roadway Cars, Kozhi-
kode. He was accused of
maintaining direct links
with smuggling gangs and
selling such SUVs across
Kerala. Investigators found
that Biswajit Das, the al-

leged kingpin of the racket
who sourced many smug-
gled SUVs from Bhutan,
had sold several of these
vehicles to Roadway Cars
through a Delhi native. Mr.
Das, believed to be one of
the masterminds, was ap-
prehended near the India–
Bhutan border in a coordi-
nated operation on Febru-
ary 22. He was remanded
in judicial custody and la-
ter brought to Kochi on
transit remand for further
investigation.

The Customs charged
Mr. Marva under provi-

sions of the Customs Act
for his alleged involvement
in smuggling seven SUVs,
valued at over ₹1.50 crore,
from Bhutan to Kerala. 

In a related develop-
ment, a Nissan Patrol car
that featured in the movie
Lucky Bhaskar starring
Dulquer Salmaan was
seized from Eldo Paul of
Signature Cars, Kalamas-
sery. The seizure was
based on the reasonable
belief that the vehicle had
been illegally imported in-
to India through the Bhu-
tan/Nepal borders, a re-
lease issued by the
Customs here on Friday
said.

The Customs (Preven-
tive) Commissionerate, Ko-
chi, has drawn up a poten-
tial list of 200 smuggled
vehicles across Kerala. 

A Nissan Patrol car
that featured in the
movie Lucky Bhaskar
was seized from Eldo
Paul of Signature
Cars, Kalamassery
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The Kerala High Court has
permitted a transgender
person to approach any
fertility centre to freeze
and store his eggs. The 28-
year-old transgender man
approached the High
Court after a private fertili-
ty centre refused to pro-
vide the service. The
centre cited that the Assist-
ed Reproductive Technolo-
gy Act did not contain any
provision to permit the ex-
tension of such a service to
a transgender. The court
directed that the clinic that
the person ought to take
steps to preserve his eggs.

Transgender
man allowed
to approach
fertility clinic
to freeze eggs
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Timings

KOZHIKODE

SATURDAY, MAY. 16

RISE 06:04 SET 18:43

RISE 05:13 SET 18:19

SUNDAY, MAY. 17

RISE 06:04 SET 18:43

RISE 06:09 SET 19:26

MONDAY, MAY. 18

RISE 06:03 SET 18:43

RISE 07:12 SET 20:34
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The Health department on
Friday con�rmed another
case of amoebic menin-
goencephalitis in Kozhi-
kode district. The infection
was con�rmed in a 19-year-
old-boy from Feroke, who
had been admitted to the
Government Medical Col-
lege Hospital, Kozhikode.
He had been reportedly
working with a private �rm
in Alappuzha.

With the latest case, the
number of patients under
treatment for the infection
in the district went up to
two, including a nine-year-
old boy from Kottur pan-
chayat. Hospital sources
said both patients are sta-
ble and responding to
treatment.

Amid concerns over
fresh infections, the Health
authorities have stepped
up preventive and surveil-
lance measures with focus
on water quality and sani-
tation activities. Samples
have been collected from
multiple locations for labo-
ratory analysis to identify
potential sources of
contamination.

All agencies involved in
water supply and distribu-
tion have been instructed
to ensure that adequate re-
sidual chlorine levels are
maintained in drinking wa-
ter systems.

The directive also ap-
plies to operators of swim-
ming pools at resorts and
water-theme parks.

Amoebic
fever: two
under
treatment
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Kerala Chief Minister-de-
signate V.D. Satheesan has
issued a stern warning
against communal polari-
sation. He also asserted
that his government would
not compromise on at-
tempts to disrupt the secu-
lar fabric of Kerala.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons at the Cantonment
House on Friday, Mr. Sath-
eesan lashed out at at-
tempts to portray the In-
dian Union Muslim League
(IUML) as a non-secular
entity.

Claiming that such
moves were part of a calcu-
lated hate campaign, the
Congress leader stressed
that the IUML has been a
major constituent of the
United Democratic Front
(UDF) since the times of K.
Karunakaran. 

Party’s contribution
Besides, the party’s contri-
bution was instrumental in
the coalition’s electoral
victory.

According to him, the
attacks on the IUML is a
strategic attempt to create

a social divide. He warned
that if the IUML was wea-
kened, the resulting politi-
cal vacuum would be �lled
by radical communal forc-
es. The party served as a vi-
tal political barrier against
such extremism, he said.

Secular credentials
Mr. Satheesan accused the
BJP of consistently utilising
communal propaganda to
incite division at both the
State and national levels.
While acknowledging that
certain community organi-
sations may have personal
grievances against him, he
made it clear that he would
not tolerate the spread of
communalism. 

The UDF did not com-
promise its values for elec-
toral gains and would con-
tinue to stand �rm on its
secular credentials. “Kera-
la has sent a clear message
to the nation that we are a
secular State. We will not
allow a single scratch on
that identity. No force will
be permitted to destroy the
harmony in which our fu-
ture generations must live.
We will resist such at-
tempts at any cost,” he
said.

Satheesan slams hate
campaign, vows �rm
stance on secularism
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