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An alleged cut in fuel sup-
ply by some oil marketing
companies following the
latest price hike has raised
concerns among petrol
pump owners in the north-
ern districts, with dealers
warning that prolonged
disruption could lead to
the temporary closure of
outlets.

Petrol pump operators
in Kozhikode, Wayanad
and Malappuram districts
said many outlets were fac-
ing unexpected fuel supply
disruptions, a�ecting their
regular operations. Some
dealers in Kozhikode al-
leged that the restrictions
began soon after reports of
the latest fuel price hike
surfaced.

According to dealers,
fuel companies were delay-
ing deliveries despite ad-

vance payments for stock
already having been made.
“They are citing technical
issues and re�nery-related
problems to delay sup-
plies. We are facing an un-
predictable business situa-
tion,” a pump owner in
Kozhikode city said.

He also claimed that the
restriction had a�ected
several local petroleum
dealers who mainly de-
pend on Hindustan Petro-

leum Corporation Limited
(HPCL) depot at Elathur.
Owing to stock shortages, a
few fuel stations had alrea-
dy been forced to suspend
operations temporarily, he
said.

Hameem Parayangatt, a
petroleum bunk owner in
Malappuram, said the de-
clining fuel stock could
eventually a�ect vehicular
movement and disrupt es-
sential services. “Petro-
leum dealers are deeply
concerned over the unex-
pected situation. We are
now forced to reserve the
available stock for emer-
gency needs,” he added.

Libineesh Kunnath, dis-
trict secretary of the Kozhi-
kode District Petroleum
Dealers Association, al-
leged that the State was
witnessing clear instances
of hoarding and black mar-
keting by some oil
companies.

“The situation is likely
to worsen in the coming
days, with fuel prices ex-
pected to rise further un-
der the prevailing circum-
stances. We have already
raised the issue with repre-
sentatives of the oil compa-
nies and sought immediate
corrective measures,” he
said. Stakeholders in other
sectors also expressed con-
cern over the possible im-
pact of the fuel shortage
and rising prices.

Meanwhile, representa-
tives of some oil compa-
nies, including HPCL, said
the present situation was
the result of various war-
related regulations and
that oil companies had on-
ly a limited role in taking
independent decisions.
They also denied allega-
tions by dealers that fuel
supply had been restricted
following the latest price
hike.
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The situation is likely to
worsen in the coming
days, with fuel prices
expected to rise further
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circumstances
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As part of the ‘Janjatiya Ga-
rima Utsav’ celebrations,
the Kerala Institute for Re-
search, Training and Deve-
lopment Studies of Sche-
duled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (KIR-
TADS) on Friday organised
a one-day seminar on
‘Tech-driven sustainable
Scheduled Tribe develop-
ment in the era of AI’. The
sessions focussed on the
role of arti�cial intelligence
(AI) and emerging technol-
ogies in strengthening tri-
bal development initiatives
and improving livelihoods.

KIRTADS Director S.
Bindu, who inaugurated
the seminar, stressed the
need to integrate AI and
other modern technolo-
gies into development
planning to promote sus-
tainable progress and im-
prove the quality of life of
tribal communities. P. Sasi-
kumar, Assistant Director
(Sub Plan Cell), Directorate
of ST Development, presid-
ed over the session.

A series of technical ses-
sions was held under the
leadership of a �ve-mem-
ber panel. The discussions
covered AI-driven mitiga-
tion of human-wildlife con-
�ict, socio-economic plan-
ning for tribal welfare,
inclusive digital technolo-
gies for empowerment,
cyber security, and preser-
vation of tribal languages
through AI.

The programme coordi-
nators said 73 participants,
including o�cials from the
ST Development depart-
ment and representatives
of tribespeople, attended
the sessions. K.S. Pradeep-
kumar, Deputy Director
(Training), KIRTADS, wel-
comed the resource per-
sons and participants.

Seminar
highlights role
of technology
in tribal
development

The Hindu Bureau

KOZHIKODE

Kadirur grama panchayat
in Kannur has secured the
third position nationally in
the ‘Atma Nirbhar Pan-
chayat Special Award’ cate-
gory of the National Pan-
chayat Awards 2026
announced by the Ministry
of Panchayati Raj. The
award recognises achieve-
ments during the 2024-25
appraisal year. Kadirur was
selected from among near-
ly 2.68 lakh panchayats
across the country.

The panchayat earned
recognition for its compre-
hensive initiatives in pover-
ty alleviation, healthcare,
women empowerment,
waste management, infras-
tructure, and good gover-
nance. Through agricul-
ture-based schemes,
Kudumbashree activities,
and the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), the pan-
chayat strengthened liveli-
hood opportunities and re-
duced the number of
Below Poverty Line fami-
lies from 1,917 in 2009 to
1,440 in 2021-22, with only
38 families remaining in ex-
treme poverty.

The panchayat also re-
ceived appreciation for its
healthcare network.

Kadirur achieved the
�rst place in the State’s
Clean and Green Pan-
chayat rankings in 2022
and 2025.

The panchayat has also
implemented child-friend-
ly and women-friendly
initiatives.
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