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Six United Democratic
Front (UDF) candidates
from Kozhikode district
have urged Rathan U. Kel-
kar, Chief Electoral O�cer,
Kerala, to count Voter Veri-
�ed Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) slips along with
the votes cast in the Elec-
tronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) in all polling sta-
tions in their constituen-
cies on the counting day on
May 4.

The candidates from Pe-
rambra, Koyilandy, Kunna-
mangalam, Kozhikode
North, Kozhikode South,
and Balussery Assembly
Constituencies claimed in
a letter on April 26 that
they were apprehensive
about the integrity and
transparency of the electo-
ral process.

“It has come to our at-
tention that on April 20,
2026, access was made to a
room within the premises
of the strong room facility
located at JDT Islam Con-
vention Centre, where
EVMs of the above-men-
tioned constituencies are
stored. This was reported-
ly done without prior inti-
mation to the contesting
candidates or their author-
ised agents,” they said.

The candidates said that
they came to know about
this from UDF workers
who had been stationed
round-the-clock on the
premises to monitor the
strong rooms. 

When the candidates
sought clari�cation from
the o�cials, it was stated
that only a “material
room” for the Perambra
constituency had been ac-
cessed. However, after ob-

serving CCTV visuals and
veri�cation of the site,
there was some confusion
about the room that was
actually opened.

“Further, the room in
question was found to be
marked as a strong room,
and the o�cials were seen
inside the room carrying
out work using electronic
devices, including laptops.
It was informed that cer-
tain forms of veri�cation
work were being underta-
ken. These circumstances,
including the location of
the room within the inner
perimeter and the nature
of activities conducted the-
rein, have led to reasona-
ble apprehensions among
candidates and the public
alike,” they said.

Veri�cation
Thus, VVPAT veri�cation
could be the only reliable

and transparent method to
independently validate the
votes recorded in the
EVMs and to restore the
con�dence of candidates
and the general public in
the electoral outcome, the
candidates pointed out.
The letter was written by
Fathima Thahiliya, M.A.
Razak, V.K. Faisal Babu,
V.T. Sooraj, K. Jayanth, and
K. Praveenkumar.

The UDF leaders told
the media on Monday that
after the April 20 incident,
though Mr. Kelkar had di-
rected polling o�cials in
the State not to open any
room on the strong room
premises, the returning of-
�cer from Koyilandy had
gone to the facility. The re-
turning o�cers from Pe-
rambra and Koyilandy
should be kept o� from the
counting process, they ad-
ded.
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The Directorate of Medical
Education (DME) has set
up an inquiry committee
to look into allegations of
mental harassment against
two faculty members of
the Department of Psychia-
try, Government Medical
College, Kozhikode.

According to sources in
the DME, two of the panel
members are from Govern-
ment Medical College,
Thrissur, and the other is
from Government Medical

College, Kottayam. The pa-
nel has been asked to sub-
mit a report in a week.

All 12 PG doctors in the
department had accused
the two women faculty
members of humiliating
them, even in front of pa-
tients and medical and
non-medical sta�. A com-
plaint �led with the Princi-
pal said the PG doctors
were under tremendous
stress, which was a�ecting
their personal and profes-
sional lives as well. The
doctors had claimed that
the faculty members often

threatened to fail them in
exams.

Meanwhile, the univer-
sity students’ union at the
Kerala University of Health
Sciences (KUHS) has
sought an independent in-
vestigation into the allega-
tions. In a letter to the un-
iversity authorities, the
union functionaries said
action should be taken
against the faculty mem-
bers as per university rules
and National Medical Com-
mission guidelines.

The Students’ Federa-
tion of India (SFI) recently

took out a protest march
seeking action against the
accused teachers. The Ker-
ala Medical Post Graduate
Association and the stu-
dents’ union too demand-
ed justice for the complai-
nants. The SFI leaders also
claimed that this was not
the �rst such instance of
harassment being reported
from the college. A similar
complaint had been raised
against one of the above-
mentioned faculty mem-
bers in 2025 January, but
action was not taken, they
said.
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With intense summer heat
driving snakes into houses
and other human habita-
tions in search of cooler
environments, Wayanad
District Medical O�cer
(DMO) Rekha K.T. has
urged the public to remain

vigilant and seek imme-
diate medical care in the
event of a bite. People are
advised to call the 108 am-
bulance service without
delay during emergencies.

According to Dr. Rekha,
government hospitals in
the district equipped with
emergency snakebite
treatment facilities include

District Hospital, Manan-
thavady; General Hospital,
Kalpetta; Taluk Headquar-
ters Hospital, Sulthan
Bathery; and Taluk Head-
quarters Hospital, Vythiri.

The DMO said that
those who sleep on the
�oor during summer
should be especially cau-
tious. Snakes such as the

common krait may climb
onto beds in search of
coolness. Sleeping on a cot
or inside a mosquito net is
safer. Potted plants kept on
verandas and courtyards,
which retain moisture and
coolness, might also at-
tract snakes, and extra
care is advised around
such areas, she said.

‘Snakebite care available at key govt. hospitals’ 
The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

A legal support trust has
been formed by people
from di�erent walks of life
to back the survivor in the
actor assault case.

Functionaries of the
‘Avalkkoppam Legal Sup-
port Trust’ told the media
here on Monday that it
would support the survivor
in her attempts to legally
challenge the trial court
verdict in the case. 

Activist K. Ajitha, writer-
�lmmaker Deedi Damoda-
ran, dubbing artiste Bha-
gyalakshmi, actor Prakash
Bare, and IT expert Joseph
K. Mathew, among others,
are part of the trust.

To �le appeal
The trust members said
the survivor was planning
to �le an appeal in the Ker-
ala High Court against the
acquittal of the four ac-
cused, including actor Di-
leep. 

The prosecution has al-
ready �led an appeal for
the purpose. A team led by
Vrinda Grover, senior Su-
preme Court lawyer,
would appear for the survi-
vor in the High Court.

Members of the trust,
meanwhile, pointed out,
quoting forensic reports,
that a memory card related
to the case had been mis-
used while it was in judicial
custody. 

A comprehensive inqui-
ry was needed as the hash
value of the memory card
was found to have been
changed thrice. 

Since the legal �ght re-
quired funds, the trust
would accept contribu-
tions from the people as
well. 

A bank account had
been opened, and the de-
tails of the transactions
would be made public,
they added.
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