
M KI-TRCM
YK

THE HINDU 

2 Friday, May 8, 2026
KochiRegion

Parts of Kerala are likely to
experience widespread
heavy rainfall, especially in
southern Kerala, over the
next few days as atmos-
pheric conditions change.
The strengthening of pre-
monsoon-like conditions is
expected to trigger wides-
pread rainfall across the
State, although intense
spells of rain are likely only
in the second half of the
month.

According to a weather
bulletin issued by the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) on Thursday,
an upper air cyclonic circu-
lation formed over the
southeast Arabian Sea and
adjoining Lakshadweep o�
the south Kerala coast, ex-
tending up to 1.5 km above
mean sea level. In addi-
tion, a trough/wind discon-
tinuity now runs from this
cyclonic circulation to
southwest Madhya Pra-
desh across interior Karna-
taka and Maharashtra at

0.9 km above mean sea
level.

The system is expected
to power isolated heavy
rainfall in southern Kerala
in the coming days. A yel-
low alert has been issued
for Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam, Pathanamthitta,
and Kannur on Friday,
warning of rains in the

range of 64.5 mm to 115.5
mm in 24 hours. As many
as nine districts in south-
ern and central Kerala are
put on yellow alert on Sa-
turday and seven districts
on Sunday.

Meanwhile, parts of Ker-
ala also started to record
heavy rainfall. Koyilandy in
Kozhikode recorded the

highest rainfall of 100 mm
during the last 24 hours
ending at 8.30 a.m. on
Thursday, followed by
Thattathumala in Thiruva-
nanthapuram with 80 mm,
Vellanikkara in Thrissur,
Taliparamba in Kannur,
and the Malampuzha dam
area in Palakkad with 70
mm each.

More rain ahead; yellow alert issued
for four districts in State today
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Heavy damage: Electric poles and trees lie uprooted following downpour and strong winds at 

Vidya Nagar Street in Ancheri, near Thrissur, on Wednesday night. K.K. NAJEEB

I
n the wake of a rise in
incidents of road vehi-
cles dashing through

or getting trapped inside
closed railway level cross-
ing gates, the Railway Pro-
tection Force (RPF), Thiru-
vananthapuram Division,
has decided to enforce
strict measures to stop
such dangerous violations
that put the lives of road
users, railway sta�, and
thousands of train passen-
gers at risk.

The increasing number
of such incidents has be-
come a matter of serious
concern for Railways. Dur-
ing 2025, a total of 104 rail-
way level crossing gate
dash incidents were re-
ported in the Thiruvanan-
thapuram Railway Division
and 27 such incidents have
been reported so far this
year.

To reduce the growing
number of such incidents,
the RPF, Thiruvananthapu-
ram Division, in coordina-
tion with all departments
concerned, especially the
Motor Vehicles depart-
ment, has intensi�ed ac-
tion against motorists vio-
lating safety rules at
railway level crossings.

A circular has been is-

sued by the State Tran-
sport Commissioner, warn-
ing of strict action against
drivers involved in railway
level crossing gate dash in-
cidents. 

The circular was issued
following intervention by
the RPF seeking strong ac-
tion against o�enders
whose reckless behavior
endangers railway opera-
tions and public safety. Un-
der the provisions of the
Motor Vehicles Act, licens-
ing authorities have been
instructed to initiate sus-
pension of driving licence
of o�enders based on re-
ports received from rail-
way authorities.

Recovering damages 
Drivers who ignore warn-
ing signals, attempt to
cross the level crossings af-
ter closure of gates or forci-
bly break through railway
gates will also face criminal
proceedings and recovery
of damages caused to rail-

way property, said a state-
ment issued by Railways
on Thursday. 

Every gate dash incident
a�ects train operations
and causes avoidable de-
lays to trains carrying thou-
sands of passengers daily.
After such incidents, trains
are often delayed until rail-
way sta� inspect tracks,
signalling systems, gates,
and other safety equip-
ment to ensure safe train
movement. 

Major accidents
More importantly, such
reckless acts can lead to
major accidents, derail-
ments, serious injuries,
and loss of human life.
Analysis of the incidents
shows that most violations
happen due to rash driv-
ing, speeding near level
crossings, impatience, and
attempts to cross after
warning signals are given
or gates are closed, said
Railways. The road users
are advised to stop the veh-
icle immediately when
warning signals are given
or when the gate starts
closing. Never attempt to
cross the level crossing
while the gate is closing or
after it is closed. Similarly,
vehicles should start mov-
ing only after the gate is ful-
ly opened.

Gate dashing at level
crossings: Railways
warn of stern action 
Every gate dash incident a�ects rail operations and causes avoidable

delays to trains, besides putting the lives of road users at risk
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Licensing authorities
instructed to initiate
suspension of driving
licence of o�enders
based on reports
received from
railway authorities

The Southern Railway will
operate special train ser-
vices between Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Velankanni.
Train No. 06031 Thiruva-
nanthapuram North-Velan-
kanni Express Special will
leave Thiruvananthapu-
ram North at 11 a.m. on
Wednesdays (May 13, 20,
and 27) and reach Velan-

kanni at 3 a.m. the next
day. Train no. 06032 Velan-
kanni–Thiruvananthapu-
ram Central Express Spe-
cial will leave Velankanni
at 12.45 p.m. on Thursdays
(May 14, 21, and 28) and
reach Thiruvananthapu-
ram Central at 5.45 a.m.
the next day. The train will
have, among others, two 2-
tier ACs, two 3-tier ACs,
three 3-tier AC economy,
and six sleeper coaches.

Summer special 
train to Velankanni 
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District-level plans will be
prepared to expedite in-
spections and issue no-ob-
jection certi�cates (NOCs)
to schools on the �tness of
their buildings before
schools reopen in Kerala
next month.

Directions have been gi-
ven through District Col-
lectors for easing the pro-
cess of issuing NOCs by the
departments concerned to
schools in a district.

There may be 800 to
1,000 schools under the
General Education depart-
ment in a district and de-
partments such as Fire and
Rescue Services and Forest
will have to examine the
schools before issuing
NOCs, o�cials said.

Nodal o�cers
District Collectors are con-
vening meetings of heads
of departments in the dis-
tricts in this connection.
Nodal o�cers will be ap-
pointed at the district level
to make safety precautions
and the inspections more
e�ective. They will coordi-
nate with the General Edu-
cation, Health, Fire and
Rescue Services, Public
Works, Motor Vehicles,
and Local Self-government
departments in this
regard.

E�orts are on to com-
plete the inspections in all
schools ahead of the rains,
o�cials said. Schools have
to apply to the depart-
ments for getting the
NOCs. 

School head teachers
too have to attest to school
safety in order to get �t-
ness certi�cate for school
buildings from the Local
Self-government
departments.

O�cials said though
some departments lacked
sta� to inspect such a large
number of schools, they
had promised that schools
would be covered.

A meeting of education
o�cers too has been
chaired by the Additional
Director of General
Education.

Instructions have been
issued to expedite mainte-
nance of old structures.
School buildings that are in
disuse should be complete-
ly closed o� to children.
Wells and drinking water
tanks should be chlorinat-
ed. 

Weeds and under-
growth should be cleared
and it should be ensured
that they are free of rep-
tiles. Electrical wiring
should be inspected. Trees
and branches should be re-
moved if they pose threat
to safety. Fitness of school
buses should be ensured.

District-level plans to
speed up inspections
for school �tness 
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The alleged back-to-back
suicides by engineering
students have prompted
the authorities of the Co-
chin University of Science
and Technology (Cusat) to
step up mental support
systems and aid for those
in distress.

They have �nalised a
multi-pronged approach to
address the issue intensive-
ly from the new academic
year. The initial plans dis-
cussed include appoint-
ment of additional coun-
sellors, improved
teacher-student interac-
tions, and con�dence-
building programmes for
students.

Two students of the
School of Engineering
were found dead in sepa-
rate incidents at their rent-
ed accommodation over
the past two weeks. Preli-
minary probe by the Kala-
massery police had sug-
gested that both had been
struggling with backlogs
and mental stress.

Senior varsity o�cials
termed the incidents as
“unfortunate” while point-
ing out that remedial mea-
sures to reduce anxiety
and improve the con�-
dence of the learners
would be strengthened.
Counselling by profession-

ally trained personnel will
be extended to them. If re-
quired, counsellors will be
appointed at the Cochin
University College of Engi-
neering, Kuttanad. A meet-
ing of the association of pa-
rents and teachers will be
convened every two
months to involve parents
and brief them about such
initiatives, they said.

Special focus will be gi-
ven to improving the men-
tal well-being of students
by assuring them the all-
round support of faculty
members and the varsity
administration. In hostels,
wardens and support sta�
have been told to engage
with students to identify
their grievances better.
Counsellors will attend the
�rst general body meeting
of hostel residents con-
vened in the new academic
year to instil con�dence
among them and assure
them support in tackling
di�cult situations.

A 21-year-old student of
BTech Electrical and Elec-
tronics programme was
found dead in his rented
house on April 22. On April
30, a fourth year Civil Engi-
neering student and a resi-
dent of Puthuvype was
found dead in her rented
accommodation.

Suicide prevention hel-
pline: DISHA - 1056,
0471-2552056

Cusat strengthens
steps to help students
tackle mental stress
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The State Human Rights
Commission (SHRC) has di-
rected the government to
ensure that police person-
nel with criminal back-
grounds are denied pro-
motions in public interest.

SHRC judicial member
K. Baijunath called for the
introduction of modern
and scienti�c training
methods to enhance the
credibility and e�ciency of
the police force.

He asked the Home Se-
cretary to examine corrup-
tion within the force, un-
scienti�c promotion
practices, and de�ciencies
in training, and to imple-
ment appropriate policy
reforms.

The directive came in
response to a complaint
that inadequate training
was leading police and pri-
son personnel to engage in
suspicious activities.

‘Growing corruption’
In his complaint, Suresh K.
Guptan alleged that pro-
motions to the rank of as-
sistant sub-inspector (ASI)
were contributing to grow-
ing corruption and crimi-
nal tendencies within the
force. A report submitted
by the Malappuram Depu-
ty Superintendent of Pol-
ice said that police person-
nel had been instructed to
maintain decorum in their
interactions with the pu-
blic, said Mr. Baijunath.

Don’t promote
police o�cers
with criminal
background,
says SHRC
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A sessions court here con-
victed �ve Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) [CPI
(M)] workers in a case relat-
ed to the attempted
murder of a Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh (BMS) leader
after trespassing on his
house premises and attack-
ing him with deadly wea-
pons. The accused were
sentences to 14 years’ im-
prisonment and imposed a
�ne of ₹2.55 lakh each. The
accused attempted to mur-
der K. Ramesan, 53, BMS
area secretary, with wea-
pons. The convicted are
P.K. Shibin, 35, K.P. Shi-
mith, 34, K.T. Jimesh, 43, P.
Vineesh, 33, and K. Ri-
mesh, 34.

Five CPI(M)
workers given
prison term 
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