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counts of rape and child sexual abuse 
filed against a paediatrician in Germany
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TRUMP LANDS IN BEIJING, ALL EYES ON 
HIGH-STAKES SUMMIT WITH XI TODAY
Tariff regime, W Asia crisis, AI chip curbs, arms trade to Taiwan on agenda
BEJING

US President Donald Trump land-
ed in Beijing on Wednesday for a 
high-stakes summit with Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping aimed at easing 
deep tensions between the rival 
superpowers. 

Giving a fist pump, Trump de-
scended the steps of  Air Force One 
after touching down at Beijing 
Capital International Airport, 
kicking off  the first visit to China 
by a US president in nearly a dec-
ade. Right behind him were Tesla 
boss Elon Musk and Nvidia chief  
Jensen Huang — potent symbols 
of  the business deals that Trump 
hopes to sign between the world’s 
biggest economies. 

Trump was greeted with a 
bunch of  flowers and then walked 
along the red carpet, which was 
lined with 300 Chinese youth in 
white uniforms chanting “wel-
come” and waving small Chinese 
and US flags in unison. While en 
route to Beijing, Trump said on 
social media he would “be asking 
President Xi, a Leader of  extraor-
dinary distinction, to ‘open up’ 
China so that these brilliant peo-
ple can work their magic”. Nvid-
ia’s Huang was a surprise late ad-
dition to the trip, joining the plane 
at a stopover in Alaska. China is 

currently banned under US na-
tional security rules from buying 
the cutting-edge AI chips that the 
company produces.

But Iran, trade and Taiwan loom 
over the highly anticipated meet-
ing, which Trump had already de-
layed from March because of  the 
war the United States and Israel 
started in the West Asia. Visiting 
China for the first time since 2017 
during his previous term, Trump is 
expected to receive a lavish wel-
come from Chinese authorities.

Trump and Xi will hold talks at 10 
am (0200 GMT) on Thursday in Bei-
jing’s opulent Great Hall of  the Peo-
ple. The US president will also visit 
the historic Temple of  Heaven, a 
world heritage site where China’s 
emperors once prayed for good 
harvest.

The leaders will then enjoy a 
state banquet in the evening.

On Friday, they are set to have 
tea and a working lunch before 
Trump heads home.

As he departed the White House, 
Trump said he expected a “long 
talk” with Xi about the joint US-
Israeli war with Iran, which sells 
most of  its US-sanctioned oil to 
China. But he also downplayed 
disagreements, telling reporters 
that “I don’t think we need any 
help with Iran” from China and 
that Xi had been “relatively good” 
on the topic.

The Chinese foreign ministry 
said Wednesday it “welcomes” 
Trump’s visit and that “China 
stands ready to work with the 
United States... to expand coopera-
tion and manage differences”. Yet 
Beijing is growing impatient for 
peace, with Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi urging his Pakistani counter-
part on Tuesday to step up media-
tion efforts between Iran and the 
United States. AFP

US President Donald Trump is greeted by 
Chinese Vice President Han Zheng and 
receives flowers upon arriving at Beij ing 
Capital Airport |  AFP

Starmer set to face challenge as House opens
LONDON

THE pomp of  a speech by King 
Charles III to Britain’s parliament 
on Wednesday failed to quell spec-
ulation that a senior government 
minister is poised to launch a 
leadership challenge against em-
battled Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer. The monarch’s address 
opening a new parliamentary ses-
sion was overshadowed by reports 
that allies of  Health Secretary 
Wes Streeting had said he was pre-
paring to resign to trigger a con-
test to oust Starmer from office.

The Labour party leader had 
seen off  an immediate threat on 
Tuesday despite four junior min-
isters resigning and more than 80 
MPs urging him to quit, when no 
one broke ranks to formally chal-
lenge him. But shortly before 
King Charles read out Starmer’s 
forthcoming legislative plans 

from a golden throne in the upper 
House of  Lords, UK media report-
ed that 43-year-old Streeting was 
preparing to quit government on 
Thursday to run for the top job.

The reports came after Street-
ing met Starmer at Downing 
Street early Wednesday for talks 
that lasted less than 20 minutes. 
A spokesman for Streeting did 

not respond to a request for com-
ment from AFP. Open warfare 
has broken out in the Labour 
party over Starmer’s future fol-
lowing disastrous local election 
results last week. 

The ballot-box drubbing fol-
lowed months of  scandal regard-
ing the appointment, and sack-
ing, of  ex-Jef frey Epstein 
associate Peter Mandelson as en-
voy to the US.

Some 110 Labour MPs have 
signed a statement saying now is 
not the time for a leadership con-
test — highlighting the deep divi-
sions that Starmer’s team hope 
can keep him in power.

Other plans include fully nation-
alising British steel, reforming the 
asylum system, lowering the vot-
ing age to 16 and cracking down on 
ticket touts. But questions remain 
over whether Starmer will even be 
around to implement them. AFP

Britain’s King Charles II I  reads out as he sits besides Queen Camilla during the State 
Opening of Parliament at the Palace of Westminster in London |  AP

BORDEAUX

FRENCH authorit ies  on 
Wednesday confined more than 
1,700 passengers and crew on a 
British cruise ship after an eld-
erly passenger died and dozens 
suffered upset stomachs, health 
officials said. They insisted 
there was no connection with 
the hantavirus outbreak, sus-
pected of  killing three passen-
gers on the Dutch MV Hondius 
cruise ship that set sail from 
Argentina, which has sparked 
international alarm.

Around 80 people suffered 
from “symptoms consistent 
with an acute digestive infec-
tion” aboard the Ambition — 
most of  whose 1,233 passengers 
are from Britain or Ireland — 
which arrived in the western 
port of  Bordeaux on Tuesday, 
with 514 crew members also on 
board. One 92-year-old British 
passenger on the Ambition, op-
erated by the UK-based Ambas-
sador Cruise Line company, had 
died of  a heart attack, health 
authorities said.

“At this stage, no link has 
been established with the gas-
troenteritis episode,” they add-
ed on Wednesday afternoon. 
Port authorities said his  
body remained on board, “in 
accordance with international
conventions”.  AP

1,700 confined 
on cruise after 
passenger dies
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