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App-based bus service Cityflo urges people to 
opt for shared mobility amid West Asia crisis 

Cabinet approves India’s first semi high-speed 
rail corridor between Ahmedabad and Dholera  

Rajasthan Special Ops Group picks up 45 suspects in 
NEET paper leak; Gehlot and Kirodi exchange barbs 

Ministry of Railways Approves Introduction 
of New Puri–Koraput Tri-Weekly Express

Bhubaneswar, Nay 13 (Representive)

Nowadays, parents are 
becoming increasingly 
concerned about children’s 
mobile phone usage. To 
what extent is it suitable for 
children, and what harmful 
effects can it have on a 
child’s brain? Regarding 
this issue, our representative 
Srikanta Kumar Rout 
interviewed Professor Dr. 
Rashmi Ranjan Dash from 
the Pediatrics Department 

of All India Institute of Medical Sciences. Excess screen 
time has become a major concern for the mental health of 
children and adolescents. Prolonged use of smartphones, 
tablets, computers, and television can negatively affect 
emotional and psychological well-being. Children 
who spend excessive time on screens are more likely 
to experience anxiety, depression, irritability, poor 
concentration, and sleep disturbances. 
Social media exposure may also lower self-esteem due to 
cyberbullying, peer pressure, and unrealistic comparisons 
with others. Increased screen use often reduces physical 
activity, outdoor play, and face-to-face interactions, 
which are essential for healthy emotional development. 
Academic performance may suffer because of reduced 
attention span and addiction to digital entertainment. 
Furthermore, excessive gaming and internet use can lead 
to behavioral problems and social isolation. Parents and 
caregivers should encourage balanced screen habits, 
promote physical activities, and ensure adequate sleep 
and family interaction. Limiting screen time and guiding 
responsible digital use are important steps in protecting 
the mental health of children and adolescents.

Jaipur, May 13 (Representative) 

The Rajasthan Police Special 
Operations Group (SoG) picked up 
around 45 suspects in connection 
with NEET UG guess paper/paper 
leak, even as the National Testing 
Agency (NTA) cancelled the 
prestigious examination following 
revelations on the issue. The SoG 
sources said formal arrests were 
not made so far. However, the 
authorities were in touch with 
the NTA. This issue was also 
raised before the SoG Additional 
Director General (ADG) Vishal 
Kumar Bansal at a media briefing 
on Sunday. Bansal had said that 
the guess paper in reference had 
surfaced many days before the date 
of NEET exam (May 3, 2026) “so 
we deemed it to be a matter of guess 
paper, not as a paper leak”. “Then, 
120 questions from the guess paper 
that contained total 410 questions, 
matched with the official question 
paper provided to the examinees. 
Hence, we have briefed the NTA 
on our findings,” the ADG had said. 
However, former Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has taken serious 
exception to the SoG’s failure in 
filing an FIR over the paper leak. 
Terming it “as an attempt of face-

saving for the BJP-led government 
in Rajasthan, akin to the ORM 
sheet manipulation in the RSSSB 
recruitments where their (BJP) 
favourites were being saved, in 
this matter also their favourites 

were being tipped to be indulged”, 
Gehlot alleged in a Twitter “X” post 
Monday evening. “Just now I have 
heard they (SoG) have detained 
illegally 30 - 40 persons in this 
(NEET paper) connection. I say, take 
due action, they have cheated, then 
file FIR against them, why didn’t you 
file by now, delaying for defamation 
of the Congress? In our times under 
previous regime we had provided 
employment to numerous people, 
provided opportunities to youths, 
even if, the paper leak happened, 
we had taken stringent action 
immediately, cancelled the exam 
without delay”, the senior Congress 
leader continued. “Is leak of NEET 
paper from Rajasthan not a matter of 
shame for them,” he quipped. 

He also raised serious questions 
against the working in the Anti 
Corruption Bureau (ACB) with 
specific reference to the arrest of 
former Minister Mahesh Joshi 
in the JJM scam and alleged 

that ACB sleuths are working 
under pressure from the higher 
government level.  Condemning 
Joshi’s recent arrest by ACB in 
the wee hours from his residence, 
Gehlot stated “I want to say to the 
ACB Director General (DG) this 
is not the proper way of working, 
this is the wrong way”. In the next 

breath, he added, “DG Saab himself 
is working under pressure. I know 
him, he is a nice officer.”  “However, 
he gets messages from above and the 
subordinate staff do not cooperate 
duly. I have information that there 
is a large section of officers in the 
bureau who are not comfortable 
with this situation. They suffer from 
guilty conscience for being made 
to commit wrongdoings”, the ex-
CM asserted. “This situation in an 
institution like ACB Bureau is not 
desirable. 
The officials should maintain 
sanctity in their working, norms and 
prescribed practices in investigation 
and probe, but, they should restrain 
from indulging in wrong doings 
under pressure. Those who exert 

undue pressure will not stay in power 
for ever, officials should keep this 
in mind,” Gehlot added, conveying 
a strong message to officials. 
However, Agriculture Minister Dr 
Kirodi Lal Meena defended the SoG 
for its functioning and dismissed 
Gehlot’s allegations as mere ritual 
by the Opposition leaders. Meena 
said “This NEET paper leak is very 
serious and worrisome incidence 
affecting the fate of lakhs of MBBS 
course aspirants.” He appreciated 
the SoG for working on clues 
and appraising the NTA about its 
findings. On the issue of not filing 
FIR, he said hasty FIRs and court 
proceedings were feared to cause 
delays, that would have not served 
the career interests of the aspirants. 
About Gehlot’s criticism, the 
Minister said that Congress leaders 
have no moral right to speak on these 
issues, keeping in view the scams 
and misdeeds of their previous 
regime. “The matters of their 
misdeeds under the previous regime, 
including the JJM scam, were raised 
by me. The then government did 
not even file FIRs and I was forced 
to stage a sit-in at the Ashok Nagar 
police station for registration of FIR 
in the JJM scam and also fought for 
youth victims in the SI Recruitment 
Exam 2021”, he added. 

New Delhi, May 13 (Reporter) 

The union Cabinet on Wednesday 
approved the Ahmedabad (Sarkhej)-
Dholera Semi High-Speed Double Line 

railway project in Gujarat at an estimated cost 
of around Rs 20,667 crore, marking a major 
milestone in India’s railway modernisation 
push and the country’s first semi high-speed 
rail corridor built with indigenously developed 
technology. Announcing the decision after 
the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
meeting, union Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said the project 
would be completed by 2030-31 and would 
significantly improve connectivity between 
Ahmedabad and key upcoming economic and 
infrastructure hubs in Gujarat. Vaishnaw said 
the corridor would provide faster connectivity 
between Ahmedabad, the Dholera Special 
Investment Region (SIR), the upcoming 
Dholera International Airport and the Lothal 
National Maritime Heritage Complex. “It 
will be Indian Railways’ first semi high-speed 
project, planned with indigenously developed 
technology,” the minister said. 
According to the government, the new double-
line corridor will reduce travel time between 
Ahmedabad and Dholera, enabling comfort-
able daily commuting and facilitating same-
day return travel for passengers. Officials 
said the project was expected to strengthen 
economic integration across the region and 
improve access to emerging industrial and 
logistics centres. Describing the project as a 
“pioneer initiative”, the Cabinet note said the 
corridor would serve as a reference model for 

the phased expansion of semi high-speed rail 
networks across the country in the coming 
years. The railway line, spanning about 134 
kilometres, will cover Ahmedabad district in 
Gujarat and increase the Indian Railways net-
work in the region while improving mobility 
and operational efficiency. The government 
said the project aligned with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision of building a “New 
India” by promoting infrastructure-led eco-
nomic growth and enhancing employment and 
self-employment opportunities in the region. 
The cabinet note said the project had been 
planned under the PM Gati Shakti National 
Master Plan with a focus on integrated multi-
modal connectivity and logistics efficiency 
through coordinated infrastructure planning. 
The proposed corridor is expected to improve 
connectivity for nearly 284 villages with a 
combined population of around five lakh 
people. The Cabinet also highlighted the en-
vironmental benefits of the rail project, say-
ing the expansion of rail-based transportation 
would help reduce logistics costs and support 
India’s climate commitments. According to 
official estimates, the project is expected to 
save around 0.48 crore litres of oil and reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions by nearly 2 crore 
kilograms, equivalent to planting about 10 
lakh trees. The Dholera region has emerged 
as one of the Centre’s flagship industrial and 
infrastructure development zones, with major 
investments planned in manufacturing, logis-
tics, aviation and smart city infrastructure. Im-
proved rail connectivity is expected to play a 
key role in integrating the region with Ahmed-
abad and other economic corridors in western 
India. 

Bhubaneswar, May 13 (FN Reporter)

In a major boost 
to rail connectiv-
ity across Odisha, 
the Ministry of Rail-
ways has approved 
the introduction of 
a new Tri-Weekly 
Express train between Puri and Koraput The new train, num-
bered 18407/18408 Puri–Koraput–Puri Express, will operate 
via Khurda Road, Bhubaneswar, Angul, Sambalpur, Bargarh 
Road, Balangir, Titlagarh, Kesinga, Muniguda, Rayagada, Ka-
kiriguma and Damanjodi thereby connecting coastal, western 
and southern Odisha with improved passenger convenience 
and regional accessibility. The introduction of this train fulfills 
a long standing aspiration of the people of several underserved 
regions of Odisha for a direct and convenient rail link between 
Puri, Bhubaneswar and the tribal dominated districts of south-
ern Odisha. The train will provide much needed connectivity 
for passengers travelling for pilgrimage, education, healthcare, 
employment, tourism and business purposes.
The new service will pass through and benefit passengers 
from major districts including Puri, Khordha, Cuttack, 
Dhenkanal, Angul, Sambalpur, Bargarh, Balangir, Kalah-

andi, Rayagada and Koraput. It will particularly strengthen 
connectivity to KBK region districts and improve access 
to important educational, medical and administrative cen-
tres of the state. The train will have stoppages at important 
stations including Khurda Road, Bhubaneswar, Dhenk-
anal, Talcher Road, Angul, 
Boinda, Rairakhol, Sambal-
pur, Bargarh Road, Balangir, 
Titlagarh, Kesinga, Munigu-
da, Rayagada, Tikiri, Laxmi-
pur Road, Kakiriguma and 
Damanjodi. The new train 
is expected to significantly 
enhance regional integra-
tion and socio economic 
development by improving 
mobility between coastal 
Odisha and the interior dis-
tricts of western and south-
ern Odisha. The service 
will also provide seamless 
connectivity for pilgrims 
visiting Jagannath Temple 
and tourists travelling to the 
scenic and tribal regions of 
Koraput and Rayagada.

Yes, excessive mobile phone 
use can be harmful for children

New Delhi, May 13 
(FN  Representative) 

App-based bus service 
Cityflo has urged citizens 
to adopt shared mobility 
in response to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
appeal to increase 
the use of public 
transport amid the 
ongoing West Asia 
crisis. Jerin Venad, 
CEO and Co-
Founder of Cityflo, 
said in a statement, 
“ Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi’s 
appeal to shift to public 
transport comes at a 
critical inflection point 
for India’s urban mobility 
sector, one shaped as 
much by geopolitical 
pressure as by long-term 
climate commitments.” 
“At Cityflo, shared urban 
transport has been our 
operating model since 
inception. 
Every commuter who 
moves from their car seat 
to Cityflo saves 1.8 litres 
of fuel per trip.” Venad 
added that commuters 
using the service 
collectively helped avoid 
the consumption of around 

75 lakh litres of fuel last 
year, a figure that, he said, 
will only increase with 
stronger policy support 
and wider adoption. 
“India has immense 
ridership density and is 
making rapid progress on 
urban infrastructure. If the 

Prime Minister’s appeal 
signals a broader shift in 
that direction, the sector 
is positioned to respond,” 
Venad added. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
had on Sunday, issued 
seven appeals in light 
of the West Asia crisis, 
including prioritising 
w o r k - f r o m - h o m e 
arrangements, avoiding 
gold purchases for one 
year, using metro and 
public transport, reducing 
cooking oil consumption, 
shifting towards natural 
farming, adopting 
swadeshi products, and 
limiting foreign travel for 
a year.


