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A court in Telangana sentenced Imran Ali  
Khan to death and Mohd Rafiq to seven  
years RI for abducting and brutally murdering  
eight-year-old Abdul Wahid Khan in April 2023
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Man carries 
sister’s body 
on cycle to 
PS in protest 
S U K A N T A  K U M A R  S A H U 
@ Balasore

A 47-year-old man from 
Balasore on Tuesday car-
ried the body of  his sister 
on a bicycle and travelled 
over 15 km to Khaira police 
station alleging police inac-
tion in arresting the main 
accused three days after 
her murder. 

Surendra Jena staged a 
protest in front of  the po-
lice station with the body 
of  his sister, Kamala Sethy 
(45), for around six seven 
hours on the day. 

Kamala and her sister-in-
law Shakuntala were re-
portedly attacked on May 
10 (Sunday) by their neigh-
bours over boundary dis-
pute of  their houses.

Surendra had lodged an 
FIR on Monday, naming 
neighbour Bharat Jena, his 
wife Bharati and their son 
Manas in the complaint. 
Based on the report, police 
registered a murder case 
and detained Bharati.

 However, Surendra al-
leged that main accused 
Manas and Bharat were not 
arrested despite their al-
leged involvement in the 
murder.  

After the postmortem, 
the hospital handed over 
Kamala’s body to Surendra. 
Though he brought the 
body home for cremation 
on Monday, Surendra re-
fused to perform the last 
rites until the remaining 
accused were arrested.

Bhageerath seeks bail in POCSO case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Pet Basheerabad police on 
Tuesday summoned Bandi Sai 
Bhageerath, 23, son of  Union 
Minister of  State for Home Af-
fairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar, in 
connection with a case under 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS) and the Protection of  
Children from Sexual Offences 
Act (POCSO). 

Sai Bhageerath was directed 
to appear before investigators 
on Wednesday. Hours earlier, 
Bhageerath filed an anticipa-
tory bail plea in the Telangana 
High Court.

The notice, served to his ma-

ternal uncle, asked him to pro-
duce Bhageerath by 2 pm 
Wednesday, warning of  legal 
action for noncompliance. The 

FIR, registered May 8, initially 
cited Sections 74 and 75 of  the 
BNS and Sections 11 and 12 of  
the POCSO Act. Based on the 
victim’s statement, charges 
were later altered to Section 
5(1) read with Section 6 of  the 
POCSO Act, relating to aggra-
vated penetrative sexual as-
sault, which carries a mini-
mum 20-year sentence.

The complaint by the mother 
of  a 17-year-old girl alleged 
Bhageerath groomed, manipu-
lated and sexually exploited 
her since June 2025, using false 
promises of  marriage. 

It accused him of  repeated 
abuse at multiple locations, 
forcing alcohol consumption 

during a New Year’s party, mo-
lestation, circulation of  private 
photos and defamatory re-
marks that led to self-harm at-
tempts. The family also alleged 
pressure from influential per-
sons to compromise.

Cyberabad Commissioner M 
Ramesh directed Kukatpally 
DCP Ritiraj to supervise the 
probe. Bhageerath’s bail peti-
tion claimed extortion attempts 
by the girl’s family, alleging
they demanded `5 crore. 

He said he lodged a counter-
complaint in Karimnagar be-
fore the FIR at Pet Basheera-
bad. The bail plea is set for 
hearing on May 14 before a Spe-
cial Vacation Bench.

Claims extortion attempt by girl’s family; Special Vacation Bench to hear plea tomorrow

Liquor shops near schools, temples to be shut in TN
S  G U R U V A N M I K A N A T H A N 
@ Chennai

CHIEF Minister C Joseph Vijay 
on Tuesday ordered the closure 
of  717 Tasmac retail liquor 
shops located within 500 metres 
of  educational institutions, 
places of  worship and bus de-
pots across Tamil Nadu. As 
part of  the first phase, 50 liquor 
shops in Chennai, Tiruchy, Ma-
durai, Salem and Coimbatore 
regions were closed.

According to the Govern-
ment Order (GO) dated May 12, 
2026, accessed by TNIE, the 
Tamil Nadu State Marketing 

Corporation (Tasmac) current-
ly operates 4,765 retail liquor 
outlets across the state. Of  the 
717 outlets identified for clo-
sure, 276 shops are located near 
places of  worship, 186 near edu-
cational institutions and 255 
near bus depots. 

The GO said the identified 
outlets would be shut within a 
couple of  weeks in interest of  
public welfare.

The decision is being seen as 
a major policy move of  the par-
ty which had strongly criticised 
previous regimes during the 
election campaign for allegedly 
promoting liquor sales at the 

cost of  public health.
Speaking with TNIE, a Tas-

mac official said, “The govern-
ment has also instructed au-
thorities to ensure that no 
alternative liquor outlets are 
opened in the restricted zones. 
With the closure of  717 liquor 

outlets, the number of  func-
tioning shops across the state 
will come down to 4,048.”

The move is expected to lead 
to a revenue loss of  `7.27 crore 
per month to Tasmac with the 
shutting down of  the 466 bars 
operating in these outlets. In 
addition, these shops generate 
an average revenue of  ̀ 23 crore 
to `25 crore per day.

The Tamil Nadu Liquor Re-
tail Vending (in Shops and 
Bars) Rules, 2003, had so far 
mandated the closure of  liquor 
shops situated within 50m (in 
urban areas) and 100m (in rural 
areas) from educational insti-

tutions and places of  worship. 
The latest order now extends 
the restriction limit to 500m. 
Officials added that staff  in the 
closed outlets will be accommo-
dated in the remaining func-
tioning ones.

Meanwhile, welcoming the 
initiative, the Tamil Nadu Tas-
mac Workers Association gen-
eral secretary T Dhanasekar 
urged the state government to 
also identify and shut FL2 li-
censed bars (private bars) and 
recreation clubs functioning 
within 500m of  educational in-
stitutions, places of  worship 
and bus depots.

EESL issues nationwide advisory  
on AC safety amid severe heatwave
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

WITH severe heatwave condi-
tions gripping large parts of  
India and reports of  air-condi-
tioner-related fires and suspect-
ed explosions, the Energy Effi-
ciency Services Limited (EESL) 
under the Ministry of  Power 
has issued a nationwide advi-
sory urging citizens to adopt 
safe cooling practices and en-
sure regular maintenance of  
appliances.

EESL noted that continuous 
AC use for 12–20 hours daily 
during peak summer, combined 
with rising ambient tempera-
tures, reduces cooling efficien-
cy and increases compressor 

pressure. Overloaded house-
hold wiring, faulty installa-
tions, and poor servicing fur-
ther raise risks of  short 
circuits, leaks, and compressor 
failure. Studies highlight loose 
wiring, blocked airflow, and un-
trained servicing with sub-
standard components.

To reduce risks, consumers 
have been advised to maintain 
AC settings between 24°C and 
26°C, use timers and sleep 
mode, avoid uninterrupted op-
eration, and ensure proper ven-
tilation for outdoor units. 

Electrical safety measures 
such as dedicated circuits, 
MCB/RCCB protection, stabi-
lisers, and proper earthing are 
strongly recommended. Pre-

ventive maintenance, cleaning 
filters every 15–20 days.

The organisation cautioned 
against unauthorized installa-
tion and servicing, stressing 
that only certified technicians 
should handle refrigerant re-
pairs. Improper placement of  
outdoor units in enclosed spac-
es can trap heat and create dan-
gerous pressure. 

Citizens should immediately 
switch off  appliances and seek 
professional help if  they notice 
burning smells, smoke, unusu-
al noises, or repeated circuit 
breaker tripping.

The advisory comes amid 
record-breaking electricity de-
mand, with India’s peak load 
touching 252 GW in April 2026.

Man burnt alive as 
2-wheeler explodes

Bengaluru: A 65-year-old auto 
driver, Lourd Nathan, was burnt 

alive after his electric two-
wheeler exploded while charging 
inside his Murphy Town home on 

Tuesday. His son rushed him to 
Bowring Hospital, where doctors 

declared him dead. Police said the 
battery likely overheated, though 

a short circuit cannot be ruled 
out. Forensic experts and the 

electrical inspectorate will 
examine the cause. Nathan had 

gone to sleep near the vehicle 
after plugging it in. Halasuru 

police registered a case of 
unnatural death and  probe on 

Lightning kills four 
students in Kerala
Malappuram: A routine outing 
turned tragic when lightning 
struck seven friends at Panthallur 
hill viewpoint in Mankada on 
Tuesday, killing four and injuring 
three. The victims, aged 16–22, 
were residents of Vellila. Rahees, 
Bahas, Siyad and Fahad died, 
while Roshan, Salmanul Faris and 
Ishath suffered severe burns. 
Residents rushed them to 
hospitals after spotting the group 
unconscious on a rock. Two died 
on the spot, and one was later 
found thrown into a ditch. The 
injured, initially admitted to 
Manjeri Medical College ICU


