Bilaspur | SUNDAY, May 17, 2026

Central Chronicle

Fastest Growing English Daily Of Chhattisgarh

www centralchronicie In | Psses 16 | Price Rs. 4.00

Page 12

" .

\
¢

India’s ambitions extend

heyvond borders : PM

India is dreaming big and its vouth aspires Lo reach the sky.

A ]

Press Trost Of India

THE HAGUE: Describ
ing India as a “land of
opportunities™,  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday sald that the
country 5 undersoine an
“unprecedented transfor-
mation™ and its aspiry
tons are “no longer lim-
ited to its borders”™,

Addressing the Indian
community In The
Hague, the Prime Min-
ster also sakd that Indla
I5 dreaming big and is
yvouth asplres to reach
the sky.

“Imdia of the 21st con-
ry is a land of oppor-
tumities, India is both
techmology driven  and
mmanity-driven. India is
becoming as modern as it
15 ancient. Therefore, this
15 also the time to recon:
nect with the villages of
vour ancestors in India,
and to participate in the
journey towards a devel-
oped India” Modi said
in his over 40-minute
speech.

He wrped all =friends
of India™ in the Nether
lands to deepen thelr
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PM Mol tenier, peses with Nefneriane™s King Willem Alexander serond right. and Quess Maxima, serong Lsit
at Huds len Bosch Palnce in The Hegte, Melhérlands

engagement with India.
“This will sirengthen
India’s capabilities, and
it will also bring greater
refurns Of vour imvest:
ments - and this is Modi's
goarantee, he said, amid
applause from the audi
CTICE.

“Today, our India too
5 dreaming on a very
erand scale. Today, the
nition Is saying - we do
not seek merely transfor-
mation; we séek the best.
And not only the best, we
want the fastest, That is

India hlends tech
and humanity,

Narendra Modl
Priime Mister

why, when aspirations in
India are unlimited, our
efforts too are becoming
limitiess,” he said.

Modi said the youth of

tndia aspire o touch the
skies mow, and cited that
as a reason behind India’s
startup ecosystim getting
slronger. “Now we are

the third-largest startup
ecosystem m the world,”
he added. “Today, India's
aspirations are not lim
ited merely to its own
borders. India wishes
to host the Olympics,
become a global maon
facturing hub, emeree as
a leader in green energy,

and serve as an engine of

vrowth for the world,” he
sald.

Modi said that India is
passing through a phase
of *unprecedented trans-
formation”™.

PM highlights
sports lies with
Netherlands

Mrime Mupnster Naren
dran Mo on Saturday
highlighted how sports
retin a steomg link
comnecting India with
tie Nellerlands, ciling
examples of eriekel
] hiockey, m his
fddress W members wl
e Ldian diaspr.
Aol rewsiog Hhe Tdpan
cammimily in The
Pleigrie oonn Sdturdday

Lhe prime mingsler
s, “Another link he
lween our [riendship
Llead ben'L disénssed

s i flen ix sports.

Llur Iwo comiries

are working togel ey
exiensively i [he el
il '.|111|'i~..'
Higlidighting e
lodinn commpumnity s
invobvernment in Dulch
crickel, Mol |H'.Ji"|l.'l.|.
Lhe perlormoance of Lhe
Nelherlonds bedim in
Ll recent Tao Workd
Cup eo=hnsted Ly Bn
din and 13 Lok,

CBSE makes three language
must for Class 9 and 10

Press Trust 04 India

NEW DELHE The LCen
tral Hoard of Second-
ary Eduocation (CBSE)
has annomnced  major
changes in the language
schisme for Clisses 9 and
10 from the amdemic
session 2026-27 onwards.
in a circular isoped on
May 15, 2026, the board
<aid the revised sructure
has been alimed with
the Natlonal Education
Policy (NEM 2020 and
the National Curricubom
Framework for  School
Education (NCF-5E) 2073,
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According to the notify
cation, the study of three
lnguages, RI, B2, amd R3,
will become compulsory
for students of Cliss 9 and
10 from July 1, 2026, The
board has alo darified
that at least two of these
languages must be pative

Indian Ly,
The board  stared
that the dedsion was

tken after reviewing the

recently released NCERT
syllabus for Class 9 and 10
for thie 2026-27 academic
year. The cwmment aca
demic session has already
started in April 2026, but
CBSE sald 3 transitional
approach will be followed
for cntation.
Under the revised lan
piage  policy,  students
who with to study a for
eipn language may choose
it only if the other two
wlected  languames  are
mative Indén Lingiages.
Forelgn  languages  may
also be studied as an addi-
tional fourth language.

CBI arrests lecturer involved
i NEET paper selling

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHE The CBI on
Saturday arrested a biol-
ogy lecturer who was
part of the Natonal Test
ing Agency’s (NTA) paper-
setting committee  for
NEET-UG held on May 3.
officials said.

The ammest was made
on the basis of question-
ing of alleged Kingpin
PV Kolkarnl and other
accused in the paper leak
case, they said.

The biology lecturer
Manisha Mandhare was

¥

el

arrested here after being
questioned by the agency
at Its headquarters, they
said. She was allegedly
involved in the National
Elizibility cum Entrance
Test (Undergraduate)
examination process and
wias appointed by the
NTA as an expert, they
<iid.

NEWSLINE

JABRALPUR

Judiciary should
run 24x7 for
people: CF1

Chief Justice of India
(CID  Surya g "

Kant on Sat:
urday saic it
was time for

the pain and aspirations of
the common man throwsh
an fmmediate relief-giving
mechanism, and dressed
the need for the jodicial
system 0 function ke
hospitals that work round-
the-clock,
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Raipur

Massive LPG irregularities unearthed.,
3 Gas Agencies under scanner

Food Department raids three Raipur gas agencies. uncovering
massive LPG stock i irr Elﬂllnll‘lfli."u .:lnti missing cvlinders.

Central Chronicle Nows

RAIPUR: A major imeg-
larity in the supply and
distribimion of LING oyl
inders has surfaced in
Raipur  amid  growing
concerns  over  cooking
gas availability  across
the country. Acting on
complaints  regarding
posible black marketing
and stock manipulation,
the Food Department
conducted  simultaneous
railds on threée prominent
gas agencies in the city
and  wncovered  serious
discrepancies  between
offiicial records and phys-
ical stock. The most sig
nificant violatlons  were
detected at Maurya Gas
Agency Jocated in Nar-

hada. During the inspec-

tion, officals recovered
B3 domestic cvlinders
and 53 commercial cyl-
inders that were alleg-
edly absent from official
records. The  investiga-
tion further revealed that
warehouse stock e
isters and daily inven-
tory records were either
incomplete or improp-
erly malntained. Officials
also found several shori-

comings in  mandatory
documentation  proce-
dures. Considering the
seriousness of the viola-
fions, the Food Depart-
ment sealed the premises
and kmmched 3 detailed
investigition. The
enforcement  drive  was
simulianeously  carred
out at Kanha Gas Agency
and Lakshmi (s Agency.,
The ralds were con:

ducted under the super
vision of Assistant Direc
tor Sachim Markam and
Assistant Food Officer
Devendra Bagea. Teams
thoroughly inspected the
offices and warchmmes
of both agencies, where
officials reportedly found
differences between
digital records and the
actual  physical  stock
available on site. Accord-
Ing to sources associated
with the Investigition,
simificant  Irregualarities
were observed across all
three  agencies, mising
suspicion  of large-scale
negligence and possible
mamipulation within the
LPG distribution system,
However, nuthorities
have not yet officially dis-
closed the total number

ITGHLIGHT

¢ Hundreds of LPG
cylinders missing:
agencies sealed after
Food Department ralds.

of cylinders seized dur
i the raids. Following
the crackdown, specula-
tion is growing 1h.1t the
case could be linked to
a wider gas distribution
scam  operating  beyond
the local level. Invest:
jstive agencies are now
discreetly examining the
entire supply chadn and
network connected with
the agencles under scru-
tiny. Raipur  Additional
Collector Kirtiman Skngh
Rathore confirmed that
serious irregularities had
been detected during the
imvestigation.

Scrap dealer arrested for
buying stolen electrical goods

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Tikrapara Police
have arrested a scrap
dealer for allegedly pur-
chasing stolen electrical
equipment from two juve-
nile definquents involved
in a thedt at an under-con-
struction house in Math-
purena. Police recovered
stolen  property  worth
Rs B2,000 during the
operation.

The case was regis
tered at Tikmpara Police
Sution  onder  Crime
Ne. d72026 under Sec
tons  33W4), 305 and
U72) of the Bharativa

[MEmm Rﬂﬁlﬂlﬂi Verma
reported the theft on
May 4. According to the

complaint, unidentified
persons stole a grinder
machine, drill ‘machine,
amd electrical wiring from
his  under-construction
property. Acting on the
directives of Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (West
Zone) Sandeep Patel,

Additional DCP Habul
Dev Sharma, and ACP
Novneet Patit, Tikmapara
Police lmmched an inves-
tigation under the leader-
ship of Station Inchirge
Inspector Rajesh Kumar
Maral, Using technical
survelllance and interro-
gation of suspects, police
identibed two  juvenile
baoys involved in the theft.
Daring questioning, the
juveniles confessed  to
stealing the tems amd
transporting them on an
Activa scoater  bearing
registration mumber CG
04 PZ 6305 before sell-
ing the goods to a scrap
dealer in Shankar Nagar,

Amit Shah on two-day

visit to Ch’earh from today

Central Chronicie News

RAIPUR: Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah s sched-
uled o arrive in Raipur
on the night of May I7 as
peairt of his two-day visit 1o
Chhattisgarh, According 1o
the official tinerary, Shah
will Tand at Ralpur Airport
al aroumd 8:30 PM and pro-
cead directly 1o a hotel in
Nava Raipwr, where he will
stay overnight.

On the morning of May
{8, the Union Home Minds-
ter will attend a program af
the Police Parade Ground
in Raipur at 10:30 AM. Dur
ing the event, he will flng
off newly inducted vehicles
for the *Dial 1Y emergency

FESpIONSE wrvlnr HM
aimed at  strengthening
public safery and emes-
PRTICY respoise sysIems in
the state.

Later in the day, at
aroand 1234 PM,  Amit
Shah will depart for Jag
dalpur, After reaching Bas-
tar division headguartors,
he is scheduled to nougy-
rafe 3 Jan Suvidha Kendra
at Netmar.

Two arrested in mobile
robbery case by Police

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Kharom DPolice
of Raipur Rural district
hawve arrested two accused
imvolved in a  mobile
phone robbery cise and
sefred stolen teme along
with the motorcvcle and
weapon used in the crime.
The action was carried ot
under the direction of the
Superintendent of Police
(Haipur Rural), guidance
of the Additional Swperin:
tendent of Police (Rumal),
and supervision of the
ShOP  (Vidhan  Sabha),
Raipur, The accused have
been identifted as Suren:
dra altas Chhotu Man
davi (&7) and Ravi Man-
davi (28), both residents
of Nilja Derapara under
Eharorm Pollce Station lim-
its. The case has been reg-
istered at Khatora Police
Station under Crime No

under  Sections
3J094), 309(6), and 3{5)
of the BNS. According to
police officials, the com-

23526

plainant reported  that
on the might of May 14, at
around 930 PM, he and
his compamion  Shubham
Dhnmvanshi were refum-
ing from Saragaon to Pami
on a motorcycke when
two unidentified persons
intercepted  them  near
the Baans Tal square. The
accused aflegedly robbed
a Vivo Yi8i mobile phone
worth around Rs B.000,
an SBI ATM card, and Rs
1L.200 cash kept inside the
mobfle cover.

Arun Dev

| NEW DCGP |

Gautam confirmed

asC hhalllsgarh DGP

Canbral Chronjcle News

Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment ofTicially
appoinls Arun Dey
Coanlam as slale
Director General of
Police permanently.

RAIPUR: The Chhattis-
garh government has offi-
cially appointed Arun Dev
Gammnm as the Director
General of Police (Head of
Police Foroe), putting an
end to specukition regard-
img the state’s top police
leadership. The Home
Department  fssued  the
formal onder  extending
his tetmre and confirm:
Ing his appointment to
the post. Arun Dev Gau-
tam, a senior PS5 officer
of the 1992 batch, had

been serving as the Acting
DGP prior to this decision.
The appointment 1s being
viewed as politically and
cant, particilariy as |nion
Home Minister Amit Shah
is scheduled to visit Chhat:
tiszarh shortly, The state
government’s  decision
reflects  confidence  in
Gautam’s administrative
capabllities and exten-
sive pollcing experience.
Arun Dev Cautam oriy
inally belonged o the

HICHLIGHT

® 1992-batch IPS
officer Arun Dev
Gautam officlally
confirmed as
Chhattisgarh DGP.

Madhya Pradesh cadre
but opted for the Chhat-
tisgmirh cadre  following
the formation of the
state in 2000, Over the

most challenging  phases

of his carcer came after
the deadly Jhivam Ghati
Noxal Artack, when he

was appointed Inspector
General of Bastar,

| RED ALERT IN RAIPUR |

Hailstorm, heavy rain lash Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle Mows

Heavy rain, hail-
storm and slrong
winds disrupt nor-
mal life statewide.

RAIPUR: Cliliattisgarh wit:
nessed a dramatic change in
weather conditions on Sat-
urclay evening as heavy rain:
fall, tmderstorms, @ty
wins, m:d!nﬂﬂuﬂmlmhﬂ]
soveral parts of the state,

including the cpital city

Raipur. The sudden spell of
severe weather led 1o water-
Vourging on mejor mads, dis-
ruption of i movenent,
and poweT ciEnges in many
bocalfities after strong winds
reportedly domaped electric-
ity [ines. Residents in severnl
areqs of Raipur experienced
hail accompanied by light-
ning and thunder, creating
poniclike  conditions  for
some Hme. According to the
Meteorobogical  Centre  in
Rafpur, the unisual weather

activiry-normally S

afier the onset of monsoon

in  midjune has arrived
umusially early this vear. For
nearly two weeks, many dis
ricts of Chiuttigerh have
been witnessing intermittent
rainfall, doudy skies, thun

HIGHLIGHT

e Red, orange alerts
issued as storms batter
several Chhattisgarh
districts.

derstorms, and hailstorms.
While the sudden change
has brought symificant relief
from the scorching summer
heat, it has also disrupted
dayto-day activities across
the state. The Meteorolog-
cal Department Issued Red
Alert” warnings for Ral

pur, Mg, Bilspur, Balod,
Bemetara,  Rajnandgmon,
KOG, Kabirdham, Muongel,
Jamjgtr-Champa, and several
disiricis of Hostar division,
forecasting  severe  thum-
dersioims, heavy  rainfall,
ad strong surface winds
An Orange Alert” was also
ssued for districts inchad
ing Balodabazar, Diuuntari,
Garlaboned, Mabasamund,
Korba, Raigarh, Surguja, mnd
Jashpur, warming of moder-

ate dust storms, fightnime,
and .
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“ price hike is unjust to

[rmers.”

Eushil Anand Shukls
PLC Commumication Head.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

GRAMND FELICITATIONM CEREMONY

NI Goel World School hosts grand felicitation
ceremony for Class 12 achievers

RAIPUR: NH Goel World School
proudly organized a grand Felici-
tation Program (o hﬂlmur the out
standing achievements of its Class 12
stiudents, The event was marked by
pride and celebration as studéents,
accompanied by their parents, were
warmly welcomed with bouguets by
the school management and staff.
The ceremony was graced by Direc
tor Administration Mr. 5. K. Tomar
and Principal Dr. Avinash Pandey,
who congratulated the students on
thelr remarkable performance and
extended thelr best wishes for a
bright and successful future. In thedr
address, they appreciated the dedica-
fion of the students, the unwavering

support of parents, and the consis
tent guidance provided by the faculty
members. The school proudly rec
ognized its tap achievers, including -
Navya Paliwal (97.5%), Prince Thakur
(97.5%), Lahar Thakwanl (97.25%),
Anva Agrawal (97.25%), Khushi Jain
(96.75%), Khyati Bhattar (96.75%),
Pritansha Agrawal (96.5%), Jai Kishan
Agarwal (96.25%), Pranvi Agrawal
(96%), Vibhaan Bhojasiva (96%),
Arnav Agrawial (96%), Debashres Sen
(95.75%), Shambhavi Verma (Y5.75%),
Shruti Chowdhhury (95.5%), Sneh
Dhingani (95.5%), Vanshika Saraogi
(95.5%), Mridul Agrawal (95.5%),

Raghav Agrawal (95,5%), Ragini Ahuja
(95.5%), and Khushi Ladha (95,25%).

oG0a000000
Rajbhasha Commission conference draws
hundreds: Vijay Mishra honoured

RAIPUR: Hundreds of notable persons
aathered at the New Circuit House,
Civil Lines, for a one-day district
conference organised by the Chhat-
tisgarh Rajbhasha Commission. The
event featured In-depth discussions
by linguists on the history and devel
opment of the Chhattisearhl language,
Sendor Heerary Rgures Vijay Mishra
‘Amit’, Suman Sharma Bajpal, and
Chandrahans Sahu were  honoured
with a ceremonial shawl, memento,
and citation for their contributions.
The programme was nitended by MLA
Sunfl Somi and Anuj Sharma, former
Agriculture Minister Chandrashekhar
Sihu, and former Executive Crairman
of the Commission Dr. Ramendranath

Mishra. The welcome address was
delivered by Commission Secretary
Dr. Abhllasha Behra, while Chairman
Prabhat Mishra presided over the
session. During the conference, eight
Chhattisgarhi books published by the
Commission were released. As part of
the broader event, a special session
titled “Parkha Ke Surta™ featured Dr.
PC. Lal Yadaw, who spoke on the life
and works of the Iate Sushil Bhole,

FUEL CRISIS PROTEST
Congress protests fuel erisis, blames
BJP lor mismanagemenl

RAIPUR: The Congiress party on Satur-
day staged widespread protests across
Raipur over the engoing petrol and die-
sed shortage, acousing the BPed Cene
tral and State governments of failing 1o
manage the crisis effectively. Demon-
strations  were organized at  petrol
pumps and major Infersections across
all 12 Congress blocks in the city under
the leadership of City District Congress
Commines President Shrikumar Shan-
kar Menom. Raising slogans against the
sovernmend, Congress workers alleged
that the fuel shortage has created chans
and severe inconvenience for the pub-
lic. Party leaders claimed that people
are being forced to stand in Jong quenes
for hours to obtain petrol and diesal,
while transportation, trade, and daily
activities have been badly affected.

A.iﬂ'l‘l:.':..‘iil'rg protesters, Mm::-n <aid Ihe
government should have made timely
alternative arrangements to avold such
a sitnatdon. He alleged that adminis-
trative faflure and tack of foresizht by
the BiP government had pushed citi-
zens into hardship and uncertainty. He
assertad that Congress would continue
to raise the ssue as the voice of the
common people. Protests were held
at Amanaka, Kushalpur, Mowa, Telib-
andha, Fafadih, Shankar Nagar, Ramna-
gar, Gudhiyari, Ring Road, Police Lines,
Kalibadi, and Veerabhadra Nagar.

‘HAVODAY' INITIATIVE
Raipur Police launch “Navoday® initiative
for juvenile rehabilitation

RAIPUR: In a significant step towards
preventing juvenlle delinquency and
rehabilitating children in conflict with
the law, the Raipur Police Commis-
sipnerate on Friday bumched the *Navo-
day - Towards a New Dawn®™ program
in collaboration with UNICEF and the
Council for Social Justice. The imitiative
aims to identdfy children involved in
criminal activities and help reintegrate
counseling, support, and welfare assis
tance. Under the first phase, a "Diver-
ston Program” will assess the children’s
family conditions, social enviropment,
and psychological state o facilitate pos-
itive behavioral changes and prmu:nt

repeat offences, As part of the program,
elghi depariments, including the Dis-
trict Administration, Education, Health,
Women and Child Development, and
Labor departments, will work together
to exterd the bepefits of government
welfare schemes to affected children
and their families. Child Welfare Officers
and the Juvenile Justice Board will also
provide legal protection and support.
Initially, the campaign will focus on the
Telibandha, Canj, Khamtarai, Tikrapara,
and DD Magmr police station areas. Police
Commmissioner Dr. Sanjeev Shukla urged
parents and society to remuin vigilant
arkl help create 2 safe and supportive
envirament for children.
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Government pushes spending
rationalisation till September 2026

Central Chronicle Nows

Austerity, Digital
Crovernance and
Resonrce eificiency
at core of new
Finance Departinenl
directives

RAIPUR: In a signihcant
move dlmed at ensur-
ing fiscal prudence and
strengthening mancial
discipline in govern-
ment expeniditure, the
Finance Department of
the Chhattisgarh Gow-
ermment has Issued
fresh set of directives
focused on curbing
UnNnecessary spending
and promoting optimal
utilisation of public
resources.  According
to the guidelines, all
departments, Divi:
sional Commissioners,
Collectors and Heads of
Departments have been
instructed 1o ensure
judicious use of gov-
ernment resources and
maintain strict control
over avoldable expen-
ditures. The directives,
Issuedd by Finance
Department Secre-

Tl

elfeviive sovermmtice

Greater use of IGOT Karmayogl Portal

The Fioanee Departmend las alvo enconraged wider
use ol e §OT Kaomeveg) poe'lad for badnbie pro-
grmmivies i place ol comverilioml physical sesshons
Phepartmiedds feove hee directed (o apdoad thelr Urain-
Lt ciemliles and covirses oy e portal. The Floonnee
Phepmrtment Jux structed oll concerned  ambhori-
L L erisiire strjel complisnee witli e guldedines
goverimenl beliovis these measures will ool
oily help reduce expendilune it also significanth
erdumee ndministrative efficlency, scoomutabiity amd

tary Dr. Rohit Yadav,
are almed at ensuring
efficient  management
of the state's hnancial
resources and establish
greater  discipline in
public spending,

The imstroctions
have come into imme-
diate effect and will
remain operational till
September 30, 2026.
As per the guidelines,
only vehicles deemed
absolutely essential
will be permitted in the
carcade of the Chief
Minister, members
of the Cabinet, and
office-bearers of cor-
porations, boards and
commissions. The gov-
ernment has also called
for restrained use of

other official resources.
The state government
has directed depart-
ments  to  initiate
phased conversion of
government  vehicles
into electric vehicles.

The move is
expected to reduce fuel
expenditure while con-
tributing to environ-
mental conservation
efforts.Instructions
have been issued to
keep expenditure on
petrol and diesel at a
rinimum.

Vehicle pooling
arrangements will also
be Implemented for
officials  travelling  in
the same direction to
reduce operational
Costs,

RAIPUR: To mark lts 13th
Foundation Day, the phil-
anthroplc  ongankzation
‘Art of Giving" will host
a sports kit distribution
evenl at the Hatkeshwar
Volleyhall Ground, Maha-
dev Ghat, Raipur on Sumn-
day evening at 5:00 I'M.
Vollevballs and nets will
be distributed to various
sports clubs across Chhat-
fisgarh to  encourage
young athletes and pro-
mote sports at the grass-
rools level.

The wils
founded on May 17, 2013,
in Bhubaneswar, Odisha,
by the renowned educa-
tionkst and humanitarian
. Achyutn Samanta.
Crounded In the philoso-
phy of “Share to Shine,”
the f[oundation works
globally to foster muotual
cooperation, brother-
hood, education, love,
respect, and support {or
those In need, In continu-
athon of this mission, vol-
levball equipment will be
presented 1o players from
Raipur and surrounding
disiricts. The distrib-
tion will be carried out
by Rajesh Munat, former
(abinet Minister, current
MLA of Raipur West, and
former President of the
Chhattisgarh  State Vol
levhall Association. A
distinguished lineup of
guests will be present on
the occasion, including
Manoj Verma, Mahesh
Gagda, Gajraj Pagariva,
Dr. Vikram Singh Skso-
dia . Ajatshatru  (IPS),
Smritik Hajnala (IPS) and
several others,

Director of the
Pepartiment of
spords and Youth
Wellare, conducted
an ollicial visit Lo
Jagdalpur.

RAIPUR: Preparations  are
mnderway to lamnch the first
residential sporis academy
for boys i the Bastar region
during the cmrent fmancial
vear. Spearheaded by the
Department of Sports and
Youth Welfare, the academy
will offer specialized train-
ing in athletics, foothall, and
archery.

To review the ground
work and inspect the exist-
g Infrastructure, Tanuja
Silam, Director of the
Department of Sports: and
Youth Welfare, conducted
an official visit 1o lagdalpar.
During her vislt, the Direc

tor assessed orifical arramgse-
ments  nchading player

accommmodation,  catermng
services, selection trinf pro-
cehures, schooling facilities,
tramsportation, sports equip-
ment, and other essential
amenities. She held detailed
discussions with Sports Offi-
oor Sushant Paul o review
the academy's  operational
readiness. While inspecting
the premises, Salam ksued
key directives to ensure a
high-quality  environment
and premium fcilites for
the young athletes. She

HIGHLIGHT

« Salam also Interacted
directly with the players
to understand thelr needs
and requiremants.

entphasized that the estab-
lichment of this residential
sports acadermy In Bastar
will provide local, natusally
falented ahletes with op-
ther training and resources,
enabling them to excel and
win medals 2 both state and
mathonal levels,

for fast-track
child abuse Irials

RAIPUR: Chiattisgarh
povermEment  has  re-noti-
hed 27 special courts
across the state. Almed at
ensuriny thmefy justice for
victims, the Law and Leg
islative Affairs Department
has issued officinl orders
D restruciure these courts
based on thelr finding
sources-categorizing
them  into state-funded
and centrally funded fast-
rack institutions. Accond-
ing tw the notbcation
issued by Principal Sec
retary  Sushma  Sawant,
vases under the Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act amd
general rmpe cases will
now be handled by dis-
tinet courts o streamiige

the judicial process.

Municipal Commissioner inspects
pre-monsoon drain cleanmg drive

Cendral Chronfcle Hews

missioner Sambit Mishra
conducted an  intensive
mspection across several
wards i Ralpur on Sat-
urday to review the prog-
ress of pre-monsoon drain
cleaning. During his three-
and-a-hatfFhour  review,
he directed zone commis-
gioners to accelerate the
cleEaning process to ensure
smooth  drainage  before

the rainy season begins.

He alko authorized the
use of Poclain machines
for deeper cleaning of
mjor stormwater draing
where necessary.  In
Zoe 8, Commissiones
Mishra Inspected Udaya
Society In Tatlbandh, He

instructied Zone Commis-
sioner  Rajeshwari  Patel
and  Executive  Engineer
Atul Chopes o condoct
an immediate aurvey of
the area to resolve witer-
Iogeing issues. They were
directad 1o draft a Detatled

Project Report lor a new
drain construction and ©

coordinate with the State
Public Works Departiment
to ensure immediate
clearance of the exist
mg chomnmels.  Addirion:
ally, he advised officials
o coordinate with  the
National Highway Author-
ity of India to broaden
the drains near Tatib-
andh  Dhacha Bhavan
and the electrichy office
line to facilitate better
water flow,

Placement Driven & Industry Integrated
Leadership Journey Starts Here

Coca Cole, PwC, Nestie, Google India. BOSCH, Amaron,
V5, beddman Sachs, Aditya Birta Groug, 1M, Capgemini,
Sudgy, Indipe. Mu Sigma.

« Extensive SBW (Skill Buliding Workshops),
ICT efabled PPW {Pro-Placerment Moch Sessions),
Student Centric PMM (Profile Mapping Matrixd,
Expiusive Tripha € Mode! (Corporate Counselling Oub)...

and language proficency programs
* Involvement of industry professionals

25 DONEESS N admisscn inforaews

» Career networking opportunities
wilh 750,000+ well- heslivd shumnd

e

AMITY UNIVERSITY CHHATTISGARH, MHHTHIHHARORA]. RAIPUR | E:admissions@rpr.amity.edu

Highest CTC Placement offered by Companies visiting campus "25
¥ 19Lpa Human Resocia (Japan) 300+
« Top recruiters in the last years include * Optional 5-week Study Abroad Program

in New York, Singapare, Londan or Dubai

» Market-driven curricula

to bridge acadomin £ industry

« 6 Centres of Excellence

n Robotics Frocess Autpmation, Chmate Energy & Envisppmant,
Gender Studisy, Ayirveds 1PR, Tribu! Davelopmen

» 23 Research projects undertaken
irlinding those Nursted by Khadi and Vil
doard-Gaovt of CG, DBT, O51. UNICEF, SER

« CEO Dinner Series,
Industry Mentorship and Comversation Programs
* A unique 3-tier mentorship model Hindiver
with guidanne trom a corporate laades, slumni and faculty CG State
« Behavioural science modules

o

« 50+ Cutting-edge laboratories

and reext-perl immersive lsaming studics & moot court

» 250+ Distinguished faculty, scientists & staff

shiaping the learring oo ience

» B Student start-ups Incubated

al pn-campus Ingubatos nunuting antrepranaurihip
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LG-State
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« Architecture « Engineering
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« Commerce « Fashion Design + Microbiclogy
« Corporate * Hospital & « Pharmacy
Secretaryship Healthcare Mgmt ~ » Psychology

« Lateral entry & Ph.D programmes
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« Hus seryice 2ilable trom various

kny locallons
« AL hostet facility avallzble
v I-Lky military training camp

+ Student special interest clubs ike

Mool Court Commiltee.
Anuvanshiki (Techno Cultural),

Lens {Photography), Marketing Mamia,

Indriya (Firance)
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Bilaspur.

“I am making all efforts
{o smve foel followine
an appeal made by PM
Sarendra Modi.”

Tokahn Sahu
Mao5 For Housing

Villagers availing sushasan
camps in big numbers: MLA

Good governance camps are ensuring wellare schemes and grievance redressal
services reach uu.rmn livi ing in remole rural and lorest regions.

Central Chronicle Nows

BILASPUR: Sushasan Tihar
camps ambeu‘.q._.nr]mmmd
across  the district since
May |, ensoring thot gov
cnment weilire schemes
anil redressal
services reach people (o
both wrhan and remote
rural neglots.

As part of the cam:
paign, a Sushasan Tihar
cimp was onganised ot
Nevsa vl in Blha deved-
opment  block,  Sushant
Shukka atended the pro-
gramme a5 the chief pnest

and Inspected stalls set up
by various  govermment
departments. He interacted
with villagers and appesaled
to thism 1o take maximmm
advaninge of government
welfare schemes and pub-

lic service Initiathves being
offered througth the camps.
Addressing the sathering,
Shukia said the governance
camps were helping citk-
weats living In cliies as well
s remote forest dareas Ziln
awareniess aboul  welfare
schemes and recelve thelr
benetits directly. He sald the
state governmestt launched
SuShasan Tihar  mnder

the leadesship of the Clief
Minister to ensure that pub-
lic grievances dre heard
promptly and  resolved
efficiently at the grassroots
level, He stated that the i
thitive was strengthening
public confidence In gov-
ermance by taking admin-
istrative  services directly
in villaypes, According to
him, peaple are becoming

ncreasingly aware of wel-
fame programmes and are
coming forward o benent
from them. He also said
that 'rime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's guarantees and
the state gEnvermment's
HUNETTEnce initistives
are  contributing  sigmif-
cantly to the dj.'\ﬂ:hqmmm
of Chhanisgarh. Dfficials
nformed that the Nevs
camp received a total of
467 applications related 1o
public demands and priey-
ances, om of which 19
were resolvied on the spot.
Heneficiaries  were  also
priwided allocation letters,
approval  documents  and
financial assistance under
various  welfare  schemes
during the programme,
Under the Ujjwala
Yojams, beneficlary  Nir-

ITGHLIGHT

¢ Government camps
resolved hundreds
of public grievances
and distributed
benefils among

rural benefclaries
efficiently.

mala Dheewar  received
benefits from the Food
Departiment. Approval
orders under different pen-
sion schemes were distrib-
e to nine bepehciaries,
while twi firmers received
loan assistance. Nine bert-
efictaries  were  handed
housing  completion  cer-
fificates, and two women
benehciaries received che-
gues of Bs 20,000 each
under the Mahmrd fatan
Yojana through the Labour
Department.

C]J performs virtual Bhoomi
Pujan for court buildings

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Chief Justice
of Chihattisgsrh High Court
Ramesh Sinha  virmally
performed the ‘Bhoomi-pu
ja’ and  foundation k-
ing ceremony for 3 new
Family Court building In
Manendragarh and  res-
dential quarters for judicial
employees  in Jamakpur,
merking  another  step
towards strengihening judi-
cial infrastrocture in Chhat:
tsgarh. Justice Parth Pra
teemn Sahu also joined the
prosrmme, During the vir-
el evert, the Chief fustio
reviewed detnlled  visnals
andl plans of the proposed
projects and expressed sat-

& A new Famlly

Court bullding would
be constructed In
Manendragarh and
residential quarters
for Judicial employees
would be made In
Janakpur.

Ehaction over the efforts
boing made to improve
S i

the state. He observed that
wellequipped court buifld-
ings and quality residen-
tial facilities for employees
are essential for ensuring
efficient functioning of the
Iudiclary and better pub-
lic service delivery, Justice
Sinha emphasised that
modern infrastructire
wonld help create a con-
VETICT! Working environ-
mient for judges, court staff

Storms, rain damage
summer paddy crop

Central Chronicie News

BILASPUR: Unseasonal
rain and repeated storms
have  badly affected
summer paddy  cultiva-
tion in Bilaspur district,
where farmers are grow-
ing crops without any
official  administrative
agreement, leaving them
expased 1o losses without
compensation or  Insur-
ANCe sUpport.

This year, summer
paddy has been  culti-
vated in arommd 10,155
hectares across the dis-
rrict. However, officials
have not entered into any
formal agreement for the
crop, foming [armers o

FACTFILE
» Over 10,000 hectares
under cultivation,

no assurance of

compensation or
Insurance relief

culthvate entirely at their
own risk. Since March,
the district las witnessad
multiple rounds of thun-
derstorms, strong winds
and untimely ruin, cans
ing damage to sianding
crops. In several areas,
heavy winds Hattened
mature paddy  crops,
while mimnwater accimm-
lation in low-lying helds
increased fears of severe

losses before harvesting.

Cong demands adequate
s*upph {}f fer[:iszer

Central Chronicle News
BILASPUR: The  first
monthly mesting  of

Block Congress Com-
mittee Haral Takhatpur
was held, where party
WOTKETS expressed sirong
resentment over shortage
of fertiliser, rising diesel
prices, power cuts and
irrigation water probleims
affecting farmers,

During the meeting,
Congress leaders alleped
that farmers were Rcing
hardships from all sides
while the povernment
had falled to addres
their basic nesds. A con-

demmation  resolution
against the povermment
was unanimously passed
demanding adequate
supply of lertiliser, urin-
terrupted electricity and
irrigntion water, and
relief from rising diesel
prices.  Addressing the
gathering, Block Congress
Comumittee Rural Takhat-
pur president Abhyoday
Tiwari said farmers were
being neglected despite
being the backbone of the
conintry. He sald the Con-
press would continue to
raise [armers” Issues and
stard with them In every
strugple.

| S5P PRAISES GIRLS

NTPC Sipat I)egms *Girl
hmpowermenl Mission’

Cantral Chronicle News

BILASPUR: NTPC  Sipsit
Inauguraed  the Gid
Empowerment  Misslon
(GEM»2026 on 16 May
2026 with great enthusi-
a=m, The lour-week fully
residential  programme
was inaugurated by Chief
Cuest  Rajnesh  Singh,
IPS, DIG & SSP, Bilaspur,
in the presence of Shn
Swopan Komar Mandal,
BUH, NTPC Sipat.
Organised under the
CSR initistive of NTPC
Limited, CEM-2026 will
benefit around 130 girls
from 38 povernment
schools  of  project-af-
fected villages who have
recently  passed  Class
5. The month-long fully
residential  programme
has been designed for

the hﬂlb‘.llc dewlnpmmlt
of girls in the 1012 vears
age group throngh expo-
sure to academics. Com-
puter education, yoga,

SPOTTS, self-defence,
arts, music, discipline,
hygiene, communication
skills, time management,
and personality develop
ment.

During the inaugural
ceremony, the participat-
ing girls presented musi-
cal amd cultural dance
performances.  Former
participants  from  the

FAUTFILE

¢ The programme
was launched by 55P
Rajnesh Singh In the
presence of Swapan
Kumar Mandal, BUH,
NTPC Sipat.

GEM 2022 batch, Ms.
Divyanshi ~ Mairchanya
and Ms. Chinki Paian-
war, currently  studying
im (lass 10 at Hal Bharatd
Public School, also shared
their experiences  and
highlighted how the pro-
gramme helped improve
thelr confidence, per
sonality, communication
skills, and overall devel
opment. Their nspiring
stories  encouraged  the
newly enrolled girls to
make the best use of the
opportanity.

| WORKSHOP HELD |

Oath administered on zL ater conservalion

Central Chronicle Mows

BILASPUR:  Emphasis-
ing the need for collective
citorts o adde declining
groundwater  levels  and
lenpes, Collector  Sanjay
Agrawal on Friday adminis
tered an oath on water con-
servation and cheanliness
during a district-level work:
shop on groundwater con-
servation and sofid waste

eI
The progamme was

the “Zero Waste" theme
and attended by public
representatives,  officials,
sarpanches,  engineers,

builders m]d l:IIhEE] kocal
body representatives from
across  the district.  Bel
tara MLA Sushamt Shokla
attended  the programme
as chief guest, while Mas-

i MLA DHlip Labariva,
Mayor Poojs Vidhani, Dis-
irict Panchayat president
Rajesh Suryavanshl, SSP
Rajnesh Singh, Hmuﬂml
Commissicner

Kimar Sarve and [Iismct
Panchavat CEQ Sandeep

MLA Sushant Shukla said
water conservation and
cleanliness should become
a4 mss movement rather
than remaining lmited to

government  campalgs.

He siressed the impor
tance of ralnwater harvest-
mg, pond comserviion
and plantation drives In
view of rapidly declining
eroundwater levels,
Collector Sanjay
Agrawal  said  excessive
extraction of proundwa-
ter has become a sericus
concern and future water
security would depend on
strengthening rainwater
harvesting stroctures and
local water bodies in both
urban and rural areas,
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BEST OF THE REST

STUDENTS BRING LAURELS

krishna Public School students
excel in CBSE Class 12 results

T

BILASPUR: Krishna Public School stu-
dents delivered an owtstanding per-
formance in the CBSE Class 12 Board
Examination 2026, achleving excel-
lent results and bringing pride to the
institution throwgh their academic
accomplishments.

According o the resulis released
by the school, Navva Saraf emerged
as the school topper by securing an
impressive 96,2 per cent marks. Gopal
Yadav secured the second position
with 954 per cent, while Saksham
Shrivastava closely followed with 952
per cent marks, Sakshi Bachomi also
performed exceptionally well by scor
ing 94.6 per cont marks.

Among the other high achiev
ers, Kanak Verma secured 91.8 per
cent, Vrushali Dubey obtained 91.6
per cent and Samriddhi Agrawal

3 I

scored 914 per cent marks. Urja Jain
achieved 908 per cent, while Arna
Bhonsle secured 90.6 per cent marks
in the examination.

Several students also entered the
90 per cent category, including Aaj
Sharda Sahu, Jalzlin Nagi, Shriva
Jaiswal, Siddbarth Tamboli, Aditya
Rathore and Anushka Tiwari, all of
whom secuned 90 per cent marks and
eamed appreciation from teachers
and parents,

School authorities stated that the
remarkable performance reflected
the smdents” dedication, discipline
anil consistent hard work throughout
the academic session. They also cred-
ited the success to the institution’s
quality teaching methods, continu
ous academic guidance and support:
e learmning environment.

QUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE
Trimurli Public School shines again in

Class 12 board exam resulls

BILASPUR: Trimurti Public !'!l:hﬂllﬂ.
a CHSE-affiliasted residential school,
once again registered an Impressive
performance i the Class 12 board
examinzfions, with several sudents
securing excellent marks and bring
ing laurels to the instiution. Accord-
ing to the results announeced by the
school mamagement, Shraddha Sin-
praul secured the frst position in the
school by scoring 91.4 per cent marks.
Yirgal Baghmar stood second with 90
per cent, while Tarun Dembra secured
third position with 88 per cent marks.

Among other meritorious students,
Nitva Agrawal scored 86 per cent and
earned appreciation for her consistent
academic performance. Kunal Vaish
nay also secured commendable marks
in the examinations, Ashwin Sharma
obtained 7.8 per cent, while Akank-
sha Nirmalkar secured 78.8 per cem
marks. Pushp Kumarl scored 77 per
cent, Sanskar Sahu achleved 76.4 per
cent and Kiva Divya secured 76.2 per
cent marks.

School authorities sald the excel

lent resulis reflected the dedication,
discipline and hard work of students
along with the continuous SUPPOTTt
and puidonce provided by experi-
enced teachers and parents through-
out the academic session.

The management sinted that siy-
dents performed remarkably well
despite changes in the cxamination
and evaluation pattern, including the
mcreasing use of online assessments
and revised academic methods intro-
duced by the board. Teachers of the
school worked consistently to help
students adapt 1o the updated exami:
nation system and maintain  strong
academic standards.

Additional Director Jitendra Nigam
and Principal Sushant Swapan Deb-
nath  comgratulated  all  successiul
students for thelr achlevements and
wished them success in their future
academic and professional pursulis,

Parents and staff members also
expressed happiness over the school's
strofig  board cxamination  perfor
mance this year.

CGIRLS OUTHHINE BOYS
Girls out-perform boys in CBSE Class 12
results: girls capture merit list in Bilaspur

BILASPUR: Students of leading pric
vate schools in Bilaspur delivered an
impressive performance in the CRSE
Class 12 board examinstions, with
several students scoring above 95
percent across Science, Commerce
and Humanities streams. As seen in
previous vears, gl students contine
ued to dominate the merit rankings.
Among the top achievers, Brilliant
Public School student Shreyansh Kha-
kb emerged as one of the city toppers
by securing 98.2 percent in the Sci-
ence stream. At Delhi Public School
Bilaspur, Srishtl Pandey scored 96.8
percentt to become the school topper.
The school recorded a 100 percent
pass result, with all 179 students suc-
cesstully clearing the examination.
Three students soored above 95 per
cent, while |7 sindents secured marks
between ) and 95 percent, Students
from Burgess English School ako
performed strongly. Archita Ramamni
scored 95,6 percent, while Krish Salug
and Anisha Sahu secured 94.2 per
cent each. Deepak Desh recorded 94
percent and Vinayak Mishra achioved
93.6 percent. Jain International School
continued its tradition of 100 percent
results, Vijay Kumar Markam scored
95.6 percent, Vipul Soni secured 94.8

percent, Amur Agrawal obtained 94
percent and Ayushi Kathuria achieved
91.2 percent.At LCIT Public School,
Humanities students stood out prom:
inently. Prakhar Pandey topped the
stream with 96.6 percent, followed by
Lavanya Kumar with 94,8 percent and
Shreyva Chumhan with 934 percent.
Brilliant Public School also saw strong
overall results, with 35 students scor-
ing above 85 percent. In Commerce,
Lakshya Chanhan scored 964 per
cent, while Riddhima Tripathl secured
926 percemi in Humanities. In Sci-
ence, Anukarsh Sahu and Shreyansh
Rudrakar both scored Y4.4 percent.
According to the regional CBSE data,
the overall pass percentage stood at
80.88 percent. Girls outperformed
boyvs with a pass percentage of 82.44
percent, compared to 7944 percent
among boys. Out of 34,187 registered
students, 27489 successfully passed

the examination.
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Op Ragepill: India makes
first-ever Captagon selzure

Union Home Minister Amit Shah announced India’s first-ever Caplagon seizure during a
major anti-narcolics operation conducted nationwide successfully.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHL Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday announoed
inddia’s first-ever seizure
of Captagon, a banned
synthetic stimulant often
referred to internationally
2% the <Jihadl Drag™, in an
opetation valued at Bs 182
crore.

In a post on X, Shah
sakl the seloure was
made under “Operation
Ragepill™ and described it
as a major achievement in
the Centre's amti-narcot-
lcs camipaigm, “Modl gowt
is resolved for a ‘Drog

# | i

&1 | |L
’ Hu i
that through ‘Operation
RAGEPILL, our agencies
have achieved the lirst-
ever selpare of Captagon,
the so-called ‘Jihadi Drog’,
worth Rs 182 crore,” he
said. The Home Minikster
said the consignment was
meant for the Middle East

and confirmed that a for-
elyn natfonal had been

INGHLIGHT

@ Operation Rageplil
uncovers banned
Captagon consignment
intended for Middle
Eastern markets.

@ Forelgn national
arrested after agencies
seize synthetic drugs
worth Rs 182 crore.

with the case.
Helterating the govern-
ment's  “zem  lerance
aginst  drugs”  policy,
Shah  sild  authorites
would continue to act
firmly agalnst narcotics

mio India. | repeat we
will clamp down on every
gam of droggs entering
India or leaving the coun
iry using our territory as
the transit rowte,” he said
while congratulating offi-
cers of the Narcotics Cone
trol Burea

Captagon s a banned
synthetic  stimulant  that
his  been  Unked  inter-
mationally o organisid
crime petworks and con-
Hict zomes in parts of West
Asia. Indian enforcement
agencies have in recent
years stepped up surveld-
kince against synthetic
drigs and mmansnational

and air cargo routes.

The latest opemtion
comes amid a series of
major anti-drg  orack:
downs conducted by the
NCB over the past year
Earlier this month, the
agency sebzed 349 Lg ol
high-srade cocaine worth
Rs 1,745 crore in Mumbal
after tracing what offi-
chils described as a lorge
Intermatiorel  marcotics
network. In another oper-
ation, the NCB recoverad
high-grade cocaine, Emja
and canmabis gummies In
Mumbai In & seizure est}-
muated to be worth around

Tech-based reforms must for

05

“\ prlan has been initisted
to brinez 20 offices under
Ministry of Commeree &
Industey st one place in

Mumbai,”

Piyush Goyal
Lindon Miristsr

future overnance: Singh

Press Trust Of Indla

Union Minister

D, Jitendra Singh
urged over-

nance institules lo
emhrace technol-
oev-driven, per-
lormance—oriented
athministralive
reforms nationwide.

NEW DELHE: Union Min-
ister Dr. Jitendra Singh
callexd for a major transfor-
mation of Administrative
Tralning Institutes (ATIS)
and povernance  instity-
thors across the country,
urging them to move away
from “stereptype models™
and evolve into modem,
technology-ilriven centres
of povernance and capac-
ity buflding.

Addressing the oon-
cluding session of the

FASTFACTS

» Mission Karmayogl
entering advanced

phase with Al-enabled
governance reforms
focus.

Summit on  “Instiution:
alising Capacity  Build-
gz From Training (o
Performance-Linked
Governance™ througeh vir-
tual mode, the Minister
sabd governance  instit-
tons must break silos,
encourage free  thinking
and  adopt  integrated
approaches to remaln red
evant n a raphdly chang-
ing admintstrative envi-

Free India’. Glad to share  ammested  In commection mathcking  drough o narcotics syndicates oper- — Rs 200 crore. National  Deparfmental  romment.
| TRANSPARENCY DEMANDED | 3 workers \ FLOOD HITS ASSAM
Stakeholders demand die while Assam: 23,000 people dlfecled by
cleaning plant | {loods as IMD for ecaﬁ.ls more ldlll

dividing NEET into 2 parts

Preas Trust Of India

KOTA: Students and the
teaching fratermity  in
Rajasthan’s coaching
hub of Kota on Friday
demanded  the  deploy-
ment of the Army o con-
doct the NEET UG for
medical admissions trans-
parently, and Introducing
2 two-tier system In line
with the JEE.

They also welcomed the
Centre's announcement to
hold the NEET UG 2006
re-exam on jume M, days
after the National Testing

Agency (NTA) cancelied

the Natlonal Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (Uinder-
graduste), or NEET, held
on May 3 amid allegations
of paper leak. Puja, a NEET
aspiramt from Kota, said,
“I feel the Army should
be deploved to conduct
exams like NEET as it is

the number one and most
trusted force in the coun
try. Chances of paper leaks
will decrease significantly
If the test is held under the
Army's supervision.”

Pujit also sald that with
more than a month to
go for the re-exam, she
would try her best to
rectify the mistakes she
made in the May I test.
Another NEET aspirant,
Komal Vishnol  from
Barmer, said she would
have 1o start her prepa:
rations all over again for
the re-test on june 21.

KALOL: Three work
ers died of asphyxia-
tion while cleaning an
underground tank of
an Effluent Trestmem
Plam (ETP) at a RBctory
in Gujarat’s Gandhina-
gar district, police sakd.
The Incident occurred
late  Thursday night
when four workers were
cleaning an ETP tank at
Mafatlal Gujarat Indus-
tries in Saij area. The
deceased were identi-
fied as Amit Parihar (32),
and Amarkomar Shri-
vastav (37) and Shivnath
Dubey (44),

Press Trust OF India
GUWAHATE: More than
3,000  people have

been affected by urban
lloods In Assam a8 mains
lashed several parts of
the state, while the IMD
warmmed of momre show-
ers, official sources i,
The Assam State Disaster
Management  Authority
(ASDMA), In its bulletin,
sald wrban foods have
been reported from the
three disiticts of Kamrup
(Metropolitan), Sribhumi
and Cachar. Four reverme
circles amd 12 villaszes have

been nundared In these
districts, affecting 23,619
people.  The  worst-hil
has been Cachar district,
where 15,617 people have
been  affected, followed
by Sribhumi with 8,002
flood-hit people, accord
ing to the bulletin, There

were no reports of deaths
of people missing in the
urban floods in the last 24
hours, the ASDMA said.
Fifty-three marooned
people and three animals
were rescued by a State
Disaster Relief Force boat
in Sribbmi district.

Press Trust O India

PATNA: Around 1,600
people halling  from
Bihar, who visited several
Southeast  Aslan  coun-
tries, are stuying there
even after expiry of their
visas and are also trap-
ping the vouth from the
state to make them work
as cyber slaves, officials
caid. Cyber slavery Is a
form of human trafhcking

| CYBER SLAVERY |

1600 Bihar people staying in Southeast
Asian countries afler expiry of visas
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where organiced criminal
networks e jobseek-
ors—often  across  inter-
national  borders—amd
confine them. Victims

have their passports con-
fiscated and are forced
to commit online fraod
mnder the threat of vio-
lence.

"Analysls of data by
Cyber Crime and Secu-
rity cell has revealed that
most of the fraud commit-
ted by cyber shives has lis
arlgin in Southeast Asian
couniries like Cambodia,
Myanmar, Thailand, Viet-
nam and Laos” Inspec-

tor Ceneral of Police of
Cvber Crime and Security
cell of Bilar police, Ran-
et Kumar Mishra said.
“The police are
collecting  detalls  of
around 1,600 people
from Bihar, who vis-
ited varlous Southeast
Asian  countries, but
are still staying there
even after expiry of
their wvisas™, Mishm
told reporters here.

C ourl pfrmrti' worship at Bhojshala
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The tndors Gench ol the Madhya Pradech High Court has deliversd & histarie verdict. gramling the Hindu side
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Cancellation of paper causes stress and
prolonged /)H’H!H(’ m \ EE T aspirants

NEW DELHE For NEET
aspiranis, the cancella
tion of the paper has not
just meant another test
date, but the return of
prolonged pressure and
emotional  fatigne  that
comes with months of
preparation.  Students
reacting to the Centre’s
announcement  of  a
re-examination on Jume
A sald the decision,

though aimed at ensur-
ing laimess after allega-
ions of irregularities,
has left many of them

mentally drained and
anxious about having to

Dilpreet, a siudent
staying in Old Rajinder
Nagar, described the situ-
athon as "mentally harass-
ing™ for aspiramts, ~If
examinations cannot be
conducted properly, then
stidents’ time should not
be wasted. Many studenis
spend years preparing
for this exam,

Prudent use of fuel needed to achieve
self-lchancc in energy sector: Raj CM

JAIPUR: Rajasthan
Chief Minister Bhajan-

lal Sharma stressed the
need for prudent use
of fuel and resources
to achieve slfreliance,
and sakd that future chal-
lenees can be  tackled
only by adopting clean
and alternative  energy
sources. Addressing the
Rajasthan  Energy Con-

clave here; Sharma said
saving every drop of fuel

was a collective respon:
sibility, and called for
wider adoption of public
transport  and  electric
vehicles.

“Energy conserva
tlon and fuel saving
are matters linked with
public  participation.
Petrol and diese] con-
servation is the need
of the hour, and fature

energy challenges can
be addressed only by
adopting clean  and
alternative CNCrEy
sources,” he sald. The
chiel minister arrived
at the event in an elec-
tric vehicle, projecting a
message of fuel conser-
vation, environmental
protection and promo-
tion of gresn energy.

| CENSUS |

1.34 lakh

Press Trast Of India

NEW DELHI:  Arowmud
S0,000 emimerators will
visit honseholds in MCD
wards from  Saturday,
under houselisting phase
of Census 2037, officials
said. The self enumera-
tion exercise in 250 wands
of Municipal Corporation
of Dethi (MCDY concluded
on Friday, with 1.24 Tnkh

submit self enumeraiion in Delhi

persons submiming cen-
sis detaile online, they

said.

There are  around
30-32 lakh houses in MCD
areas. The wards have
been mapped into around
46,000 houselisting
blocks. Each houselisting
block comprises 180-200
houses, an official tasked
with Cemsus work said.
To verify the authentic-

F;r

ity of census personnel
and supervisors, people
can check their identity
cards and appointment
letters, and can also scan

the QR code printed on

ae @ =

their ldentity cards, he
said. Self enumeration
exercise  was  already
completed in the New
Delhi Municipal Couoncil
(NDMC) and Delhi Cantt
areas. The houselisting
phase was also wrapped
up in these areas on Fri-
day.

A total of L5427 per-
soms attempted self-enu-
mieration during the exer-

cise between May 115, out
of wihich |L12.840 com-
pleted filling their details
in the city, barrimg NDMC
and Delhi Cantt areas,
according to officials. The
South West district regis-
tered the highest number
of total self-erumeration
cases at 26,475, followed
closely by North West at
26,155 and North East at
24,077 cases.

CM Suvendu orders
crackdown on *broker raj’

KOLKATA: Expressing con-
cerm over complaimis of
“broker raj” at statetun
hospitals, West Bengzal CM
Suvendu Adhikari on Fri
dav asked officers o take
strict action. At 3 meeting
attended by Health Depart-
ment officials, principals
and  superintendents  of
mujor stalerun  hospitals,
along  with senior  doc-
tors having administrative

responisibilities,  Adhikari
also isstied directives aimed
at curbing irregular patient
referrals. He directed hes
pitals (o enhance capacity
and Improve ransparency
in the admission process.

All state-run hospitals have
been asked to install dis-
play hoards showing: the
total mumber of beds avail-
able and those currently
occupied, an official said.

NEW DELHI

Cars, scooters aulled
in fire. none injured

At least 10 cars and
WO scooters were guf-
tedd when fire broke
out at an MCD parking
lot in Bihari Colony in
the Shahdara area on
Friday evening, offi-
cials said. According
to the Delhi Fire Ser
vices (DFS), a call was
received at 4:57 pm, fol-
lowing which four fre
tenders were rushed to
the spot in East Delhi.

A DFS official said
thick black smoke was
billowing from the site,
which soon umed into
a massive blaze engulf
ing several parked vehi-
cles. =At least 10 cars
and two scoolers were
gutted in the fire. Cool-
ing operations  were
still underway il late
evenling to ensure that
no fresh flare-up ook
place,” the official sald.
Firefighters doused the
blaze after sustained
efforts, police sald. The
fire created panic in
the locality as fames
rapidly spread from
one vehicle to another.
However, officials
reported no casddlties
in the incident.

NHASIK

Reamboaond area closed
till Jul 16

The Nashik Municipal
Corporation on Friday
announced temporary
closure of Goda Chat
area between May 16
and july 16 for improve-
ment and development
works. An official said
a public notice regard-
ing temporary closure
of entry and movement
of common cifizens
in Goda Chat area has
been iEsued.

“These works on the
banks of Codavari river
are part of the Ramkal
Path  projecc being
implemented by NMC.
After a meeting, Purohit
Mahasangh office-bear
ers have decided 1o con-
duct funerary rituals
in temporary sheds”
he said. The tempo-
rary sheds are at Yash-
want  Maharaj Patan-
gan (ground) and Bhaji
Patangin (ground),
Gandhi Talao (lake) and
Asthl Kund, the official
informed,

GCANGTON

Lahowerer erushed 1o
dectth vineler imachine

A 45year-old Iabourer
working with the Gen
eral Reserve Engineer
Force (GREF) died after
being crushed under
a machine in Sikkim's
Pakyong district, police
said. The deceased was
identified as Grawing
Sherpa, a resident of
MNaya Busty in Phadam-

chen, they sald.
The incident took
place on  Thursday

when Sherpa and other
labourers were moving
a compressor machine
at the site in Zuluk,
During the process, the
machine slipped and foll
on him, they said. He
wis immadiately Tushed
to the Military Hospital
at Zuluk, where doc
tors declared him dead,
they added. A case was
registered under the
Bharativa Nyava Sanhita
(BNS), police said. The
body was brought to
Gamgtok on Friday for
post-imortem  examina-
tion, they said.
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Pradhban Mantri Surva Ghar Mull
Wil Yojana is an ambitious initiative
nimed at providing (ree electricity 1o

every honsehold in the countz

Jitendra Yadav
Colledor- Rainandgaon
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Bilaspur Region

Collector questions principals
over exam results accountability

On Friday, a meeting ol school principals with the

Central Chronicle Mewy

MCB: A review meeting
regarding  the disirict
Education Department’s
hoard cxamination
resulis was held on Fri-
day @t the District Col
lectorate conference hall
under the chairmanship
of Collector and Dis
trict Magistrate Ms. San
tan Devi Jangde. Senior
administrative and edu
cation ofhcials, incloding
Additional Collectors, the
District  Education  Offi-
cer, Block Education Off-
cers, BRCs, principals,
and departmental staff,
attended the meeting.
The Collector oo
ducted a detailed review
of  the examination
results of High Schools
and Higher Secondary
Schools, supplementary

FACTFILE

& Underperforming
schools were
reprimanded;
outstanding schools
were rewarded.

exanunaion prepara:
tions, academic qual
ity, student attendance,
eacher accountability,
and pr{-p:lrﬂtizms for the
upcoming academic ses
sion. Bxpressing serious
displeasure over the poor
performance of several
schools, she stated that
neglivence toward chil-
dren’s education would
not be tolerated.  She
emphasized that teachers
must work with dedica-
tlon to shape the future of
every child and warned
that principals, teachers,
and officials of schools

Collector was held in the Collectorate.

repeatedly delivering
weik resulis would be
held accountable.
schools imcludding
High School Barwahi,
High Schoaol Raunk,
Higher Secondary School
Devgarh, High  School
Semariha, Higher Sec
ondary School Bharat-
pur, High School Tilauli,
Higher Secondary School
Kuwnrpur, and Higher
Secondary School Kot
adol were identified for
poor performance. The
Collector  directed  offi
cials o conduct subject-
wise amlyses to identify
reasons behind  studemnt
failures and prepare cor
rective  strategies, She
Instructed  schools  to
organize bridge courses
and special casses  in
Mathematics,  Sclence,
and Sanskrit for academ-

fcally weak students.

special  focus was
placed on supplemen-
tary and opportunity
examinations. The Col-
lector ordered that all
eligible students must
submit applications
and directed schools
to begin special coach-
ing classes from May
18, 2026. She stressed
that no student should
be left behind and
instructed teachers to
ensure regular  tests,
homework, and focused
preparation for supple-
mentary candidates.

The Collector also
emphasized regular
parent-teacher meetings,
monltoring of  low-al-
tendance students, and
ensuring 100  percent
enrollment across the
district.

Jandarshan
grievance cell
meets every
Tuesday

KORIYA: As per the direc
tives of Collector and Dis-
trict Magistrate Roktima
Yadav, the tme-bound
review meefing at  the
Collectorate office will
now be held every Tues
day. Following the review
meeting, the ‘fan Darshan’
public grievance redressal
program will also be orga-
nized every Tuesday in the
Colectorate auditorfum.
According 1o infor-
mation from the district
administration, this minor
change In the schedule
has been Inbroduced o
ensure the quicker and
more effective resolution
of public grievances and
administrative issues.

Employment
centre
announces
monthly

job fair

MUNGELL: With the aim
of providing employ-
ment  opportunities  fo
educated  unemployed
vouth of the district, the
District Employment and
Sell-Employment  Guid-
ance Center will organize
a Job Fair on May 22 at
the District Employvment
Office situated in the Dis-
trict Project  Livelihood
College campus, Jamkor.
The Job Fair will be con-
ducted from [1:00 AM to
3:040 PM.

District
Junior Chess
Championship
May 17

MUNGELl: The District
Junior Ranking Chess
Championship will be
organized on  Sunday,

May I7, ® Agar High
School from 930 AM

under the auspices of the
District  Chess  Assovia:
tion. Boys and girls below
19 years of age are eligible
to participate In the tour
nament,

Outstanding perform-
ers In the championship
will be honored with
cash prizes, winner's
trophies, and certifi-
cates, Participants must
carry photocopies of
their Aadhaar Card and
Birth Certificate to take
part in the competition.
The prize distribution
ceremony will be held ot
4:30 PM.

The OFZANiZers
imformed that talented
players identified during
the tournament will also
be provided advanced
training to prepare them
for participation in state
and national-level chiess
competitions.

Central Chronicle News

RAIGARH: A noticeable
transformation s being
witnessed across Raigirh
district. where discus-
sions about law and order
now frequently revolve
around  Superintendent
of Police Shashimohan
Singh. The growing pub-
lic confidence Is not the
result of publicity or
political rhetoric, but of a
firm and action-oriented
policing approach ' that
has strengthened the dis-
trict’s administrative and
security framework in a
short span of time.
Under his leadership,
the police administration
has intensified action
against illegal  betting,
pumbling, scrap rackets,
cybercrime, murder, rob
hl‘:E]f. kh:lﬂl:m;dng. and
CTImes J&ins  WoImern.
These sustained crack
downs have disrupted
criminal networks that
had operated openly for
years. Criminal elerpents

| NEW FACE OF LAW IN RAIGARH |

Raigarh law order strengthened
under SSP Shashlmollan Singh
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are increasingly realizing
that the law in Raigarh is
not merely symbolic, but
actively enforeed on the
groumnd.

Shashimohan Singh's
styvle of [nctioning
has been marked by
discipline, swift deci-
sion-making, and visi-
ble results rather than
media-driven  theatrics.
Withouwt vielding to
political  Influence  or

F\d IHII'

» 55P Shashimohan
Singh has Infused new
energy Into the police
department through his
aggressive approach.

pressure  from  power-
ful groups, he has sent
a clear message that no
individual stands above
the Liw. Campalms such
as *Aaghaat,” “Ankush,”
and “Prahaar™ have cre-
ated a stromy deferrent
aginst anti-social activ-
ities and signibcantly
tightened the district’s

Contimaons  monitor
ing from police stations
to field operations has
improved accountability
force. The alertness and
responsivencess  of  the
police department have
increased  considerably,
while opportunities for
criminals 1o evade actlon
have steadily  redoced.

This renewed efhciency
has also  strengthened
public trust in the police
administration.  Trad
ers and  businessmen
now feel more secure,
women are  experienc
ing a safer enviromment,
and young citizens are
gradually developing a
positive  perception  of
the police force. A major
aspect of Shashimohan
Singh's leadership has
been his emphasis on
“social policing.” By
participating directly In
sports events, aware
ness drives, and public
outreach programs, he
has narrowed the long:
standing gap between
the police and the pub-
lic. His ability to main-
tain a balance between
firmness and sensitivity
has  distinguished his
administration.

Today, Ralgarh Is wit-
nessing not only stricter
policing bumt  also  a
broader sockal change in
public perception.

| COLLECTOR HONOURS CENSUS OFFICIALS |

Officials honouwred for outstanding census contribution

Central Chrandcle News

MUNGELL: Collector Kun-
dan Kumar honored 60
cnumerators,  supervi-
SWE, COTNSIS ASSishIS,
and change officers for
their outstanding coniri-
bution to Censos 2027
during a ceremony held
at the Maniyari Confer
ence Hall in the District
Collectornte. Certificates
of appreciation were pre-
sented to officials who
completed census duties
with sincerity, accuracy,

and dedication desplie

challenging circum-
SEances,

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Collector

described Census 2007
as a historic and highly
sivmifwcant campaign for
the foture planming and
development of both the
district and the naton.
He emphasized that
accurate and transparent
digital data collected by
enumerators would play
a crucial role in shaping
govertimenit poalicies,

development  schemes,
and resource allocation
over the next decade. He

praised the district’s enu-

meTators and SupeTvisors
for setting an excellent

example through their

committed work.
Among those spe
e 0=
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1
“Despite having
a disability. |
priorvitized the
coensus work
and completed it
suceessfully within
the siven limelrame”
Vijay Humar NMirmalkar
Enumeralor

clally honored were

Shubhain Bakhtani,
Charge Officer of Nagar
Panchayat  Jarhagaon,

Census Assistant Vikas
Sahu, Ghanshyvam
Prasad Sharma, Charge
Officer of Nagar Pan-
chavat Sargaon, amd
Consus Assistant Rakesh
Kaushik, along with sev-
eral other officials. The
Collector also directed
officials to issue 2 show-
cause notice to the Dis:
trict Statistics  Officer
for negligence in census
work.

During the program,
enumerators shared their

EXpeTiences.
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St.Xavier's High School Bharni. Bilaspur
delivers outstanding results in CBSE Class XII exam

BILASPUR: The result of StXavier's
High School Bharni, Bilaspur wis
speftbound on May 13, 2026 the result
of CBSE ClassXIT was announced
in which 162 students had appeared.
The result of the toppers are Anve
sha Agrawal 7%, Anshika Cupta 94%
Tejas Vikis Sah 93.6%, Aruna Kan-
war 92%, Admya Gupta 9%, Prashuant
Sindey 92%, Saksham Sharma 91.6%,
P Anshika Rao 90.4%, Mamta Markam
90%, Soumya Tekam 90%, ten stu-
dents secured 90% and above, 38th
students secured 80% and above, 49th
students secured 0% and above and
49th studenis secured 60'% angd above.

A

The students express thelr credit for
sucress in this exim to their Princl
pal, Teachers and Parents for always
giving good guldance and for always
giving strong support for them. The
result of school is amaxing, Dri.S.Pat-
ek (Chairman cum Managing Direc-
tor), Director Mrs_Lekhashree Patnaik
JIirector Miss Divyashree  Patimik,
Ur.B.B.Mahata (CED cum Principal),
Vice Principal Mr. Dinesh Singh Bist
JHead Misiress MrsNancy Christine
Parakh and all teachers have congrat-
ulated to all the bright stars and wish
them all the success for their fuure
endeavonrs.

LAND SUNVEY

Land survey announced
for border revenue record
updates districiwide

MCB: The prces for conducting a
land survey of unsurveyed Lind in the
district is set to begin soon, as per a
notification issued by the Land Records
RBranch of the Collector’s Office. The
survey operations will initally be car
ried out In several areas of Manendra-
wirh Tehsil, marking an impaortant step
toward the systematic onganization and
updating of revenue and bind records.
According to the order published in
the Chhattisgarh Government Gazelie,
the survey will cover mnsarveyed kmd
falling between Nai Ledri village under
Patward Circle No, 16 (Manendragarh)
and the villges of Tendudand, Gid:
dhadand, fhagraktomd, and the Hasdeo
River under Paiwari Circle No. 15 For
this purpese, a dedicated survey team
has been constinuted at the deparimen:
tal level. The team will anderiake hield
visits to carry out demarcation, verifica:
tion of reconds, and other technieal sur
vey-related tasks,

The district administration has
stated  that  detailed  information
regarding the survey will be shared
with the public through the official
district wehsite and local newspapers
s0 that resldents of the affected areas
can remain informed and prepare the

required docoments in advance.

CRISIS

Districl [aces worsening
power and waler crisis
lensions rise

MUNGELE Frequent power cuts in the
district have become a serious con-
cern for the general public, especially
during the intense summer beat. The
recurting outages are not only dis
rupting dafly life but are also severaly
affecting the water supply system,
leaving residents struggling for basic
necessities.

In both urban and rural areas,
tap water remains the primary
source of household supply. How:
ever, the availability of water is
directly dependent on electricity,
s motors are reguired to pump
water from overhead tanks and
pipelines. Ironically, power cuis
often coincide with the scheduled
timings of water supply in the

morning and evening, resulting in

complete disruption ol water dis-
tribution. As a result, not a single
drop of water reaches many house-
holds during these hours.

With temperatares  crossing 40
degrees Celsius, water demand has
increased  significantly, but  erratic
electricity supply has further wors:
ened the crisis. Residents report that
they are unable to store sufficient
witer, and whatever little Is avallable
gets exhausted quickly.
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VC \ ma\ ( hauhan honours wor ld
shooting champion Divyvanshu Dewangan

RAIGARH: On Tuesday, the platform of
Nandkumar Patel University (NKPL)
hostedd a felicitation  ceremony  for
Divyanshu Dewangan, who brought
laurels to the nation in world shooting
sports. The event went bevond a sim-
ple honour ceremomy and reflected
the university's evolving work culture
and youth-focused vision.

Vice Chanceflor Prol. Vinay Chau-
han addressed the pmthering with
confidence and a forward-looking
approach, stating that NKP'U is no
longer limited to conducting exami-
nations and awarding degrees. He
emphasized that the umiversity s
steadily transforming into an institu-
tion that ldentibes, nurtures, and pro-
mofes talent. During the event, World
Champion Divyanshu Dewangan was

felicitated along with his parents and
family members. The Vice-Chancellor
remarked that such young achievers
are not only the pride of thelr citles
o states but also serve as an Inspl
ration for the entire natlon. He also
announced that Divwanshu would be
associated with university campaigns
on youth awareness, de-addiction,
and promation of a healthy and pos-
itive lifestyle. Prof. Chauhan issued
directions to  affilisted colleges to
ensure that students are not restricted
to academics alone. He stressed the
importance of encouraging partici-
pation in sports, cultural activities,
leadership development, innovation,
and social engagement, highlighting
that the future belongs to multidimen-
sional youth development.
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Funcltocus

TELL ME WHY?

V

WHY DO CAT TLE

SOMACH
REGURGIATER. |,

2 ‘@' CHEW AGAIN

BETTER DIGESTION &
PR NL MAXIMUM NUTRIENTS |

R

Catthe chew their food, often referted 1o as
“chewing the cud™ or rumination, to break
down tough plant Gbers (cellulose) for better
digestion and nutrient absorption. Because
they have a four-compartment stomach, they
swallow food quickly, then regurgitate it to
chew it more thoroughly later, allowing them to
extract maximum nutrients from grass and hay.

Bisiven These qlesrions:

1) Where was India's largest skywalk bridie
inaugurated?

2) In 1968 AD, What coamputer language wis
named after a French mathematician?

3) Indravati, Manjira, Bindusar, Sarbari,
Penganga and Pranahita are tribnptaries of
which river?

4) Which INS participated in Operation
southern readiness 200037

5 Who has become the first Indian to join
the board of directors of Russian oll com-
pany Rosneft?

61 In which soll does the process of leaching
take place?

7) Which Shaka ruler issued the Girmar
inscription? A
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THE FWE FAQ

I} is credited with designing the first

bicycie,

2) Sprite, the real-life cat, was an inspiration for
comic-strip character.

3) The historic place of Seringapatnam s situated

alony the banks of

4) On hot days, can Increase lis body

temperature by 4.2 degrees to reduce water loss

from perspiration.

5) The *bhand jashna® or “a festival of clowns’ Is a

tolk theatre of state.
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Kiron Mazumdar-Shaw (Blocon) plo-
neered the biotech industry in ndia.
She ts a first-generation entrepreneur
with over 4 decades of experience In
Motechnology. Other leaders Inchude
Dr. Sudha Warrler (Cuor Stem Cellu
tons) iand Ranjana Srivastava (Nextee

Lifescienoes),

INSATIABLE
"CURIOSITY

‘?q? @ e orgy |

INTELLECTUAL | COMFORT WITH

HUMILITY

AAPABTY

SCIENCE WATCH
She revolutionized Ie is the patriarch of
hiotechnology Indian I'l Industry

F |
Fagir Chand Kohll (TCS) is regarded
as the “Patriarch of TCS™ and a leader
i the IT revolution; he pushed for
the development of Indian Linguspe
computing. He Ingenlousty applied
lils knowledge of System Enginecring
vained at MIT.
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HGH | CREATIVE

THINKING

0_

HIGH |

SOLITUDE | OPEN-MINDEDNESS

EHBRAC
FAILURE

PROFOUND
EMPATHY

They mastered EV
innoralions

Modern EV Innovators, Tamum Mehita
& Swapnil Jain - Ather Enenyry devel:
oped high-performance E-scooters
with indlgenous LY-jon battery
tichnolowy. They secured E funding
uf ELE milllon led by Nattonal
Investment and Infrastructure Fund
Lid. which was a tuming polnt.

INTENSE
FOCLS

10
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1) Insatinble Curiosity: others don't, oftzn b) Intellectual Humility: hased on new infor-
You hove a relentless comecting disparate You know that there is MEtion.
desire to know how felds to solve prob- alot you don't know, 9} Profound Empathy;
anil why things work, lens. and you are comfort- Sensitivity: You are
often questioning fun-  4) Embracing Fallure: able saving =1 don't hiighly sensitive to emi-
damentil assumptions. You treat mistakes as know"”. tions, both your own
2) High Adaptability: You learning opportunities,  7) Comfort with Soli- and others', and notice
ensily adjust o new sit- possessing the resil- tude: Youenjoy being subtle shifts In people.
witions and are fiexible lence to try again until alone and apprecite 1) The “Night Owl”
i the tace of change, yor sticeeed. fuiet time to think, Tendency: You often
often thirmvins in cha 5) Intense Focus: You often creating your have an iregular, later
atic environments. can enter a state of best work in isolation. sheep schedule because
3) Creative Thinking “flow™ and concentrate  8) High Open-Minded- your brain remains
(Connecting Dots): on a specific topic or ness: You ane open to active and engaged,
You see patterns and problem lor hours, dis- new (deas and willing seeking stimulation at
connections where redarding distractions. to change your opinion night,
May 17, historically is known for the
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1540 Battle of Kannauj, the 1987 retire-
ment of Sunil Gavaskar, and the 2014
BIP election victory. It is also recogmized
globally as World Hypertension Day and
World Telecommunication Day.

Other key historical events include
the 1814 signing of Norway’s Constitu-
tion, the 1861 capture of the first colour
photograph taken by Thomas Sutton,
featuring a tartan ribbon, and the 1990
removal of homaosexuality from the
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Trunk Road.

sippi River.

WHO's mental disease list.
Same day in 1540, Sher Shah Suri
was crowned ruler of Hindustan,

known for constructing the Grand

The day also marks the birthday of
Edward Jenner, pioneering doctor who
developed the smallpox vaccine, while
also of Sugar Ray Leonard, Olympic
gold medallist and legendary boxer.

On May 17, in 1673, explorers
Louis Jolliet and Jacques Marquette
begin their exploration of the Missis-
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India- Chma FICCI evenl in Shanghm
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India’s forex reserves jump by USD
6.295 billion to USD 696.988 billion

Indian Comsul General In Shanghal Pratik Mathur and olthers during & mesting with the Indian and Chinese Industry repressntatives, including 2
delegation from the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Indusiry (FCO), in Shanghai

India-UK trade pact faces
steel hurdle: Rajesh

Britain’s reduced tarifl-free steel import quotas may delay India-UK CETA
implementation despite both nations targeting bilateral trade growth hy 2030.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Indin and
the UK are working on a
“unique and creative solu:
tion” to address issues
arising from  Britain’s
recent  steel  safeguard
measure, which Is delay-
ing the operationalisation
of the Comprehensive
Economic  and  Trade
Apreement (CETAL

The two countries, on
July 24, 2005, signed the
pact, under which 99 per
cent of Indian exporis
woutld enter the UK duty-
free, while India will

products such as cars and
whisky. “We are very near
o operationalising that.
There are a few sticking
points, as you are aware,
the UK has come ahead
with 4 steel measure
recently, which was not
factored in while negotiat-
irg the Tndia-UK deal.
“We are  working
together to find a undbque,
creative solution around
the steel measure also
s0 that we can ofbclalise
the India-UK CETA at an
early date,” Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal

o India, UK working

on British steel issue
to operalionalise trade

pact: Commerce Secy

told  reporters  here.
From | Joly 2026, the UK
will Hmit tarifffree steed
imports, redocing  over
all quota volumes by 60
per cent compared to the
steel safeguard measure.
Any imports above these
levels will then face a 50

per cent tarifl. The mea
sure will apply to imports
of steel products thal can
also be made in the UK
Earlier, Britain had safe
guard measures that also
imposed  mport guotas.
The mew meastres reduce
that guota. India'’s exports
of tron and steel and their
products to the UK stood
at USD 8934 milllon in
202526, accounting for
a skmificant share of the
USD 134 billion in total
merchandise exports 1o
the UK. The CETA was vet-
ted by both houses of the
UK’s Partiament in March.

i India, the Union Cabi-
net approves frade agree-
ments.

Now, both sides must
agree on a date for the
Entry mto Force (EIF) of
the agreement. Both sides
are looking to double the
hilateral rade from the
current USD 56 billion by
N30,

Think tank GTRI said
the UK'c decision o cut
tarlififree  steel  Import
quotzs by 60 per cent
from July 1, 2026, may
hecome a sticking point
for the India-UK Free

Trade Agreement.

Vodafone Idea

reports Rs 51.97
crore Q4 profit
L/

Press Trust Of India

Vidafone ldea posts
record guarterly profit
dheiven by exceptional
aceounting wains,

MUMBAI: Dhebt-rid-
den Vodafone [Tdea lLud
reported 3  consolldated
net prefit of Rs 51,970
crore in the January-March
quarter of FYZ6, com-
pared with a2 loss of Rs
5286 crore in the previ
ouis gquarter. The company
said the jump in profit was
mamly due to an excep:
tional gaim of Ws 51976
crore arising  from  AGH
re-assessment and recog:
nition ol the present value
of future AGR payments.
The telecom  firm's
revenue from operations
stood at Rs 11,332 crore
during the quarter, mar-
ginally higher thin Rs
11,323 crore  recorded
in the previous quarter,
ERITDA rose 1.5 per cent
quarter-on-quarter o Rs

4.889 crore, while EBITDA
margins improved 10 43,14
per cent. Vodafone [dea
siid its average revenue
per user (ARPU) Increased
1o Rs 190 in Q4FY26 from
Rs 175 a year ago, register-
mg an 8.3 per cent rise.
The company added that
its 40 and 5G subscriber
base grew to 128.9 million
users. During FY26, the
company lmmched 506
services im B3 cities and
cipanded 40 coverage
to over 86 per cent of the
population. Capitn] expen-
diture for the year stood at
Rs 8,742 crore.

The company’s board
akso approved issuance of
warrants worth Rs 4,730
crore o Survafa Invest-
ments Pte. Lud., an Aditya
Birla Group entity, on a
preferential basis.

Press Trust Of India

India’s old and
silver imports wil-
pessed massive surge
turing April amid
rising global precious
melal prices.

NEW DELHE India's pold
imports surpged 8165 per
cent year-on-yeur to USD
562 billion in April, driven
by high prices of the

precious  metal,  though
imporis may decline in

per cent 1o USD 411 million
during the month under
review, Cold Imports rose
24 per cent to hit an all
time high of USD: 7198
billion In 202526, In vol-
ume terms, however, the
imports dipped 476 per

|GOLD IMPORTS |

Gold. Silver imports
surge sharply in April
?

GOLD IMPORTS

JUMP 82% IN APRIL;
SILVER BY 157%
o yen —
ﬂtEﬁF 9 hl*nlill @ m?IH-'Enn:h
ﬁ Fit O m:x .-': ! |:1=u! B :_“.: i ﬁ
FACTFILE Fedh gt ey,
ors here. However, in the
» Gold Imports rose 82 case of silver, the impact
parcent, while silver of a higher duty may be
Imports jumped 157 refatively lower ":f to its
i , extensive industrial usage.
percent in April e S 7

cent to TH.03 ronnes. The
govermment has increased
mpert dify on pErecous
mitals from & per cent o
15 per cent effective May 13,

“With the hisher import
duty on pold and silver,
there will definitely  be
some lmpact in terms of
lower imports during the
vear, We need to wait and
watch how much it will
be” Commerce Secretary

consumption-based
requirement of gold and
sitver should g0 down
based on this duty rise”
Agyawal said.

O ol fmport from the
UAE, he =aid it fefl both in
value and volume despite
the higher unit value in
202526, leading to a sig-
nificant drop in the UAEs
share of India’s overall vold
imports.

| KOUSING SALES |

‘Housing sales dip 2pc m f(m Mar in top 8 cilies’

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHE Housing
sales in  Jamuary-March
fell 2 per cent anmually
to meardy 96,000 units
across eight major cit-
ies amid slowdown in
demand and less fresh
supply of low-cost homes,
according to PropTiger.
On Saturday, real estate
consultant PropTiger,
which has recently been
acquired by listed entity

HOUSING SALES
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- Residential Q1 2026
report that tracks eight

key cities — Ahmedabad,
Renymloru, Chermal, Del-
hi-NCR, Hyderabal, Kal-
kata, MME (Mumbad, Navi
Mumbal and Thane) and
Pune. As per the data
the sales of residential
properties declined 2

cent to 95,973 units

ing January-March 2026
from 98,095 units in the
year-agn period across
these eight major cities.
New supply  remained
flat at 93,065 units dur-

ing the first quarter of
2026 calendar year from
93,044 umits In the year-
a0 period. “The Indian
residential market has
transitioned into a struc-
trally more disciplined
phase. Crowth todav is
increasingly being driven
by demand quality, inven-
tory discipline, and buyer
confidence tather than
speculative  expansion,”
said  Prakash  Tejwani,
CED of PropTiger.
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MUMBAIL Inidia’s forex reserves jumped
by USD 6.285 billion 1o USD 696.988
billion during the week ended May 8,
the Heserve Bank said on Friday. The
averall reserves had dropped by USD
7.794 billion to USD 620,693 billlon in
the previous reporting week. The forex
kitty had expanded to an all-time high
of USD 728.494 billlon during the week
ended February 27 this year, before the
onset of the West Asia crisis, which led
o several weeks of drop, as the rupee
came wmder pressure and the Reserve
Bank of india (RBI) had to intervene in

the forex market through dollar siles.
For the week ended May 8, forelitn cur-
rency assets, a major component of the
reserves, incregsed by USD 562 mil-
thom to USD 552387 billion, the central
bank’s data showed. Expressed in dol-
lar terms, the forelgn curmency assets
include the effects of appreciation or
depreciation of non-US units, such as
the euro, pound, and yen, held in the
forekm exchange reserves. Value of
wold reserves jumped by USD 5,637 bil-
lion to USD 120,853 billion during the
wiek, the RBI said.
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SAILL Q4 net
profit grows over 42 pe
lo Bs LGSO crore

NEW DELHE: State-owmed stee] maker SATL
on Fridky posted an over 42 per oent rise
in stanckdone net profit to Rs LSO crore
during the March quarter of FY26, cit
ing higher revenues. The company had
reparted a net profit of Bs LI78 crore in the
vearagh period, Stel Authority of Endia
Lid (SAIL) sald in 2 statement. During Lin-
wary-March, the company’s revenue from
operaions increased o Bs 3080 onore
from Hs 20,316 crore recorded in the fourth
quarter of the preceding A024-25 firamicial
year. The company’s board also approved
i fimal dividend of Rs 2.35 per equity share
for FY26. Anmul net profit stood at Bs
1,203 oo a5 yyminst Rs L8 oore el
istered in FYZ5. Revenue from operstions
was at Bs L1080 crore during FY 265 as
yymingt s LOZATE core a year &, In
FY26, SAIL produced 19.43 million tommes
of steed as againgt 1907 milllon tonnes
in FY25. The company reported anmual
sales of 19.93 million wanes in FY26, up
from 789 million tonnes in 202425, The
company’s CMD, A K Panda, stated: “The
growth in sakes volumes, coupled with a
reduction in nventory and borrowings,
has reinforced our profitability, with PBT
and PAT registering growth of 44 per cent
andd 5005 per cent over the cormesponding

previons year, respectively”

WINDFALL TAX

Govl imposes wind/lall
lax on pelrol exporls:
culs levy on diesel. ATF

NEW DELHE The government on Friday
imposed a windfall gains tax of Rs 3/
litre on the export of petrol, while
reducing the levy on diesel to Rs 16,5/
litre and aviation trbine foel o0 Rs
16/litre effective May 16. The Finance
Ministry, in a notiication, said that
the road and infrastrocture cess will
be nil on exports of petrol and diesel.
Alsp, there is no chanie in the existing
duty rates on petrol and diesel cleared
for domesiic consumption. The spe-
cial additional excise duty {(SAED) on
petrol at Rs 3/litre has been imposed
for the first time since the stant of the
Wiest Asia crisis. The duty on export
of diesel has been reduced o Rs 16.5
per litre, from Rs 23 per litre, and avia-
tion turhine fuel to Rs 16 per litre from
RBs 33 per litre. The government, on
March 26, Imposed an export duty on
diesel at Rs 20.50 a litre, and ot ATF at
Rs 295 a litre.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
Unemploymentl rate al G-month high
of 5.2 pe im April: Govl survey

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
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KOLKATA: India’s unemployment rate
(UR) among persons of age 15 years
and above hit a six-month high of 5.2
per cent in April, showed the Perlodic
Labour Force Survey (IPLFS) released
on Friday. The previous high of UR
was recorded at 5.2 per cent in Octo-
ber 20025, as per the 13th Monthly Bul-
letin of PLFS for April 20026, released
by the Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
grmme Implementation. The UR or
joblessness among persons aged 15
years amd above remained broadiy
stable at 5.2 per cent in April 2026,
compared to 5.1 per cemt in both
March 2026 and April 2025, Urban UR
eased marginally to 6.6 per cent in
April 2026 from 6.8 per cent in March
2026, while the rural UR increased
slightly to 4.6 per cent from 4.5 per
cent during the same period. UR in
both rural and urban areas main
tained broadly the same Tevel on a

year-on-year comparison, it stated.
The UR among males aged 15 years
and above stood at 5.0 per cent in
April 2026, compared to 5 per cent in
March 2026 and 5.2 per cent in April
20025, Rural male UR estimated ar 4.4
per cent in March, 2026 agalnst 4.7
per cent in April, 2026.. The urban
male UR declined from 6.1 per cent to
5.9 per cent during the same period.
Uin a vear-om-vear basis, overall male
UR was lower by 0.1 percentage
point. The UR among females aged 15
years and above was recorded at 5.4
per cent in April 2026, compared to
5.3 per cent in March 2026 and 5 per
cent in April 2025, Rural female UR
stood at 4.1 per cent compared to 4.4
per cent over the month. The urban
female UR declined from 9.0 per cent
to 8.5 per cent. Compared to April
2025, overall female UR was higher
by 0.4 percentage points.




CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Bilaspur. Sunday, May 17, 2026

Nation News

0%

Kerala’s ‘Amma Manasu’ sets
maternal mental care model

Amma Manasu: Maternal Mental Care Initiative.

Press Trust OF Indla

NEW DELHE  Kemala's
“Amma  Manasu”™  pro-
grammie has emerged asa
model for integrating per-
inatal depression screen:
g into routine mater-
nal care, even as gaps n
screening, dingnosis and
follow-up services con:
tinue (o affect women's
health globally, according
o a report by the World
Economic Forum (WEF).

The “Amma Manasy”
(Mothers  Mind)  pro-
gramme s a stte-wide
matermal mental health-
care initiative aimed at
Integrating mental health
screening  and  support
Nt routine  antenatal
and postratal care.

The report, published
in collaboration with the
McKinsev  Health  Insti-
mte (MHI), provides a
comprehensive roadmap
for improving women's
health J.'.Hl' dnsing ps in
care d

“In lmr.ﬁa India, the
government  integrated
perinatal depression
scregning and  manage-
ment into routine ante-
natal and postnatal care
through PrOgrammes
such as Amma Manasu,
delivered by [ruhlit
health nurses and finked
to the National Health
Mission. These state-led
molels show how miater-

KERALA

AMMA MANASU’

EMERGES AS MODEL

FOR MATERNAL

MENTAL HEALTHCARE

nal mental Iw.ﬂth Sor-
vices can be embedded
within publicly fnanced
matermal care systems,”
the repor stated.

It noted that goverm-
ments, 35 primory stew-

L\

ff
FOCUS ON EARLY A MDOEL
MATERNAL W E'\..‘... EMHSEUH FIR THE
HEALT] SERVICES NATION

ards of national health
systems, play a keyv role
in  wpdating  clinical

puidelines, financing
care dellvery  models,
strengthening  health-

care workforces, includ-

ing commumity health
worker programmes,
and supporting inte
prated care models and
accountability  mecha-
nisms to close gaps in
care delivery,

Act mandates mother-infant joint
care, may shape policy.

It also highlighted the
Memial Health Caore Ad,
2007, which mandstes
motherinfant  joint  care
when a mother is admitted
for mental Hhsess, saying
these measumes could lead
to policy changes in ser
vices. “Innovative  imple-
mentation and transbatlonal
research is needed 1o gener-
ate knowledes w strengthen
material mental healtheare

H1l HLIGHT

® NHM may replicate
model across states.

¢ Perinatal mental
health protects families
and future generations.

systems and Improve mater-
mal and child oucomes
Viluable ‘research rupees’
shouhd be spent on ensuring

equity of resources for phys
ical and mental healtheare

of mothers and providing
optimal enviromments for
every motherinfant dyad.”
it added. Based on the expe-
rience of the Kernls mitio-
tive, the National Health
Mission B oonsidering
replicating the integrated
maternal mental healthcane
mode] Into other states in
India, the study sakl.

Press Trust Of Indla

Mart ol elloris 1o
reverse the stale's
declining popula-
tion brend.

NARASANNAPETA: And
b Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu
on Saturday  announced
incentives of Rs 30,000
for the birth of a third
child and Rs 40,000 for a
fourth, as part of efforts to
reverse the states declin
img  population  trend.
Addressing a public meet-
ing at Norsamnapeta In
Srikakulam district, Naidu
said the government had
takenn the decision and
woild announce further
dietails within a month.

“l have made a now
decision. We will provide
Rs 30,000 immedistely

| ANNOUNCEMENT |

Andhra CM Naidu promises cash
incentives for third. fourth child

I -,

r'_l A
{ ..m’

Andfiwa OM Chianelrahabis Maidu

after the birth of a third
chitd and Rs 40,000
for a fourth child. lsn't
this the right decision?”
Najdo said on the side
lines of the SwarnaAnd-
hra-SwachAndhra
cleanliness progromme.
Although he had once
advocated  population
conirol  measures, the
now come for society
o wirk together 1o
increase the birth rate.

‘SP-Cong alliance may
face 2027 setback’

Press Trust OF Inddia

HAPUR: Slamming the
Congress and the Sam-
ajwadi Party, senior BJP
leader Muokhitar  Abbas
Nagvl on Saturday said

the arrogance of the “feg-  politics of the anti-BJP _ - 3 Brice |

il syt et crte, Mo cme | 210825 @101 Do Sl Tooaey, o i L PO e
edly suffering electoral  while addressing the | (81 | Description of the Job Tender ID | Last dats of Contact No. |Guarantor ‘ Maney Deposit (EML)
sothacks, amd they are inaugural session of the | |Ne. Bid submission Amount [in Re. Actisl)
in for a “rude shock” as  two-day Pandit Deenda- | [1 | Ash Ullisalion loNHAI Roed | 1066 | 21 05.2028 Tl |ooun nashuoom s [ITAA-TROZXZ +03 1281 2025 (Rg, 10,80,376/-| Re. 5,80,000/-
they will yer again fail to  yal Upadhyay Prashik- Project in FY 2026-27 from @ 14100 Hes Jushour [N NO. 108 BHAGALMUR, DuT.  [ESSCHZ CAR +intorest & : :
garner public mondate  shan Mahaabhiyan here. 2x300MW TRN Energy TPP TraTa0tonr [ ASHPUR GiATGGARH, 4pa22¢] " . ofher charges e

when Uttar Pradesh goes  In a scathing attack on Raigarh, Cnhattisgarh 02 [ Jashpur MR DEVAMAND MISHRA B0 M. [ TATA BAFARIXT 20 L 023 |Rs 17.46.091)- |Rs. 9,00,000/-

to polls next year. The the opposition, Naqvi | | Detailed scope of work, rms and condifions are fumished in the NIT zﬂ:; 5, AN ROAD, ViLLABE | "VYOTEC BSVICAR +intereat & Rs. 90,000/-
former Union minister said that by sidelin | |document Plazss viall web site hitps.feprocurement mjunclion.in L0 Tl e g d Sl ofher charges

also said the natiomalist ing decades of politics penarea‘iendar-ist end refer respecive lander ID -

resolve and dedication

of crores of diligent BIP
workers have  trans
formed the party into

sive CTMPOWErTIREIL.
The BIFs  immense
popularity and  wide-
spread acceptance have
completely swepl away
the “mischievous leg-
acy and conspiratorial

driven by communal
polarisation, a new era of

inclisive empowerment
has pierced through the

MNaidn's latest
ammoimerment follows

an earlier proposal 1o
provide a Rs 25000

incentive for the birth of

a second child. On March
5, the CM Informed the
Assembly that the state
povernment was consid-
ering an incentive of Rs
35,000 for couples hav-
ing a second child.
However, Health
Minlster Satya Komar
Yaday later told PTI than
the government  had
decided 1o extend the
incentives to [amilies

FASTFACTS

» Naldu sald, the
govt would announice
further detalls soon.

oRs 20K for third child,
Rs 40k for fourth.

having a third child and
beyond.

According to  Naidu,
stime couples are opting
o have only one child as
their incomes rise, while
others choose to have a
second child only if their
firsthom Is not a boy.

Healthy
foods

KALLAKURICHI: Muom-
bal: Ritika Samaddar,
Reglonal Head - Dietet-
les at Max  Health-
care, highlighted the
importance of nutri-
tlon  In  maintaining
heart  health  amid
rising cases of [life-
style-related  diseases.
She identified fAve key
superfoods-almonds,
fatty fish, leafy greens,
legumes,
as esseptial for sup-
porting cardiovascular
wellness. Almonds,
rich in vitamin E and
healthy fats, help lower
bad cholestérol, while
fatty fish like salmon
and mackerel provide

Need of the hour is ‘Pariksha
ki Samiksha’: Congress

Prazs Trust Of Indla

Conigress Tor the Par-
lamentary Standing
{ opmmiltee on Educa-

Hon's recommenidi-
Lions on the NTA.

Pradhan doesn’t appear
to be cut out for the task
and said that white Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
gives great publicity 1o
his anmual “Pariksha pe

years,” Ramesh alleged,
“Every passing month
brings up a new crisls
- the NCERT textbook
row, the UGC's draft reg-
ubitions on the appeint-
ment of Vs, the con
stant paper leaks, the
NAAC bribery scandal,

NEW DELHI Amid the the ICHR scam, the bla
NEET cancellaion row, fantly wonconstitutional
and fruits- | the Congress on Saturday  withholding of Samagra
claimed that Education Shiksha funds, the absen
Minister Dharmendra tee Vice Chancellors

appointed in several key
Central Universitics, and
the large-scale vacancies
in teaching positions in
higher educational insti-
tutions,” he said,

omega-3  fatty  acids | Charcha extravagmma”, Now it is evident that
that regulate blood | what is needed is “Parik-  the Eduvcation  Minis:
pressure  and  heart | sha ki Samiksha (review  try's  incompetence  is
rhythm. Leafy greens | of exams)”. Congress  matched only by its min-
such as spinach and | peneral secretary  In-  Ister’s arrogance, Ramesh

kale improve circuls-
tion, and legumes aid
in controlling choles-
terol and blood sugar
levels. Fruits, packed
with antioxidants, pro-
tect blood vessels and
reduce inflammation.

Shifting focus

MUMBAL India’s baniimg
sector is shifting focus
from front-end customer
experience (CX) to “Busi
ness  Experience”  (BX),
the robust backend sys-
tems that ensure reli
ability and trust, said
Lakshman  Velayutham
of Ujjivan Small Finance
Hank. While digital apps
and instam services have
become standard, the real
differentiator les b strong
core  banking, compli-
ance, and cybersecurity
frameworks. BX & built on
three  pillars—employee
enablement, compliance
as an advantage, and effy-
Cioni parineT ecosysiems.
Experts stress the need
for “boring butr critical™
imvestments like process

charge  communications

fairam  Ramesh  flngged

the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Educs-
fions  recommendations
on the National Testing
Agency (NTA), sharing a
media report on it on X,
“The Modi Covern-
memt'’s  education  eoo-
system — populated by
third rate academic medi-
oCTities - lmsprmmﬂmlf
o be supremely incom
petent, politicised, and
corrupt over the last few

said. *When asked by the

media why his Ministry
did not heed the Parlia-
mentary Standing Corme
mittee on  Education’s
recommendations on the
NTA, the Minister refused
to ke the Pariamentary
Standing  Committee’s
repart seriously becanse
it has ‘members from the
opposition”,” he said.
The [t is that of the
30 members of Pasdia
ment, [7 are from the BP
itself. Ramesh pointed

FASTFACTS

¢ Cong alleges the
education system
Is iIncompetent and
politicised.

sCong alleges Ministry
incompetence and
minister's arrogance.

out. Part of the commit:
tee’s recommendations
imcludes 3 Teiteration
of the K Radholrish
nan Expert Commitiee’s
report that the minis-
ter cites. The minister's
refusal o acknowledge
the Parliamentary Stand:
g Committes s a dis
missal of his own party’s
MPs and the Indian Par
lament's bipartisan tradi-
ions, Ramesh said.

*The PM takes great
pride and gives great
publicity to his anmunal
Parlksha pe Charcha
extravaganza. What the
need of the hour s a
‘Pariksha ki Samiksha'.
The Education Mindster
doesnt fo be cut
out for the tazk,” the Con-
gress leader claimed. His
remarks came a day after
Union Education Minis:
ter amnoumnced that the
NEET-UG re-examination
woitld be held on June 21

STATE BANK OF INDIA

SME Branch, Vyapar Vinar, Bllaspur, Chhattisgarh (01627)

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR MOVABLE PROPERTY)
Under Rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rirles, 2002,
The uhdérsgiied fps mgeaten wil Stnia Bank of badin, SME Brangh, BOAspor, |inder P Sooiilfation and Alcorstiucon of Fesncsl
Anaain and Exdoccomant of Socumty Inarest Act, 3007 (het 54 of 20037, Andl the mehorizsd officer ol Biaapur, o aeersies o #he powery
ot undes Sachon 1.0 reed with Ause 3 of S ecuribss 1 Eafororset Ruks. 2002, (ssunb o demasd notion and tha tolowing
IR e B 0 B Soinwing detaer Song i se on e folosess S B 1 damand nekare wethin G0 fays o the
Gt i et of Bhi 5B noboe U900 RSkt of B booigwed [0 fofey M ireecs], BE Biirmes Tes 10a00" g T oeneal b
enrna that e undarsigred by pocsod the poysry confeerd oo hm pnder Secho 1304) of me st A s wth Aule B of o g
A, Maviig Ll possasaann of i propes ty descillied Seldw. The Borowan GeanestonMortgagon ind [he gessenl pubho i parbruter s
harrmifey et nol i do g BamasEhon in i olidwing properiies ind nny mmgatiion i He s ihowd ba done @ Biaty Bank of india.

BME Rrmmch, Bilwapar. Acxl e setetardey amount payabe & ol liieest Bersiin sic

Wil 20 BUD{RCT 00 ChaTpua. ALIEREOG &1 TV ORI {JELaTnTac IO QA0 JE| 18 BT 10 MG DtrdEa0nk i1 dB-3ecnion (8) of Gecnnn 13 a7

A regartiing fim incaelabin o redlemnpiion of secursd nasels

Borrewer, Wie Naresh | Property cumed by Shel Maresh Khidhwan|
Fasklon, Shri Waresh | 1 anput part snd pascel of Bie cosperty conaisting of Pt o,/ e
Mhubwanl, Shrl Aalot| i Mg 03 o surery Nokn No. §907 (Part of Diversion Shes 5
Khabwan| & Miss Shewan (. 10 gng 2ot No. 010) Mouzz- (i Silaspar, P H. No. 30,
Shival Nagar Ware (Telparal, Ward Mo 28 ANM Skamput

mieviEmsurng 12147 Sq. Fwahin the regrsrstion sub-drsinct Blaspor and devrict Bliaspur.

Bounded: On the Morth by- Fiot o 02 On Ihe Soully by- Pt Hu 04, On the East- SyLavout Boundury Wak, On e Wl by- Rosd
& A0 et i ) el et I gt by castalting ol Flat N, | Piot e (4 i vy o W02 NG, 0107 (Pt of Diiverslins Shet
18 ard Piot Mo &) 00 owra Oid Slinpor, P M. 38, Shivay Pagar Ward (Tebpara). Word Fa. 28, ALNM. Sisapur strmaasuting
3735 Ko FHwenin me rogutranon suf-0ivmict fiaaper end demct Blaspu:  Soundoed: On tha North by- Plaflin 03 Gn [ha

TRN ENERGY PRIVATE LIMITED

INVITATION OF BIDS

Rel. No: TRNEPLIASH2026-27102

Datad: 15.05.2026

TRN Energy Pt Lid, is having 2x300MW Coal based Tharmal Power
Plant located near Vil Bhengarl, PO Nawapara {Tenda), Tehsil
(Sharghoda, Drst Rasgarh in the state of Chhattsgarh. The plantsite s
well connacled with Road Network. Newapara (Tenda) s on Chhal-
Ghaighoda road and very near 10 the plant, The place % around 42KM
away from Ragarh and 32KM away from Kharsia, which are the

naarast iowns.

Theaugh adwisory dated 15th March 2024, Miniskry of Power has
directed 1o (he Thermal Power Planis lo prepare a panel of
Iransportalion agency avery year based on compeiiive bidding for
ransportaiion io Road Projects | Embankments | mines afo. in slabs,
which may ba used for period FY 2026-27.

In this connaction, Wis TRN Energy Pvi. Lig. imvites bigs from repuisd
and expenanced vendors for Ash Utilisation of 500,000 MT Ash o
Tha Road Projects in FY26-27. The valldty of the tander is up o

wm :

for qualifyng crilona and ofher detalls. The complete offar along with
technical detalls should be submitted by the bidder on-ine on
Mjunction websile a8 per the limatine mantionad in the shove tabke
Contactdelails: Name: Sunil Kumar

AFFIDAVIT

I, WA DEWY i Wile N JABIID1TF RANK:
AL NAME S8 TINGH OF UNIT 23 MECH
REGT /0 38 APC Prestrly Resisng AT
WRRD MO O, BADLYS, AJMER STATE
RAJASTHAN PIN 305003 o hereby
salirrdy ol ared ey @ e 1.
That miy Date of B of s 06-08- 18804
recoatded ity Musberd senace secoed In
Aermy. That oy dpse of b 1 O7-00- 1068,
(Ctig, Masch, Minitssi Mondred Eghly
B}, Z That | ar prcheng e Ao
if T plamens of evdance Y my diflg of
prf. I, That bolh Tt of Sheily 04061984
AND 01031588 pertan i one and e
wame poeon. LThel | ahall a1 o Gmey
heibater o all oo, daeds and witting'
and in bl proceeding desding with
ramachor, prosin ps whl @ wnder i
RECHER00 S whal oy r D Ao i ooy 01
{0 1000 (Mless Dhike ool Bartdy | 8, Tl il s
i it 1 B P et 100 Bl o vy
Wnéwiedys 6nd bebal s nofng has boan

Goacaaie tharmin
Dot 23052009

M, an

Ploos Forcoepur  Sigrature of Deponant
VERIFICATION, | ha depinetd above
stlnmrly deces and
Wiy thal it conlints of Bha ibos s¥ida
o e & B bl of m inowledgs and
bodal and nolitiey B hesn concesled
e

Signsture of Deponen|

Ol 16.05. 1028

de 3
Bank of Baroda

NAGAR,

Place: Biiusgur

South by- Pl Ne 09, O the Eaet by- Layot Bounetary Wt O ihe Waest by- Road
1 Al et pat 8 il of Bhe progurty corsestng of Pt Mo /Pl No_ 05 e swreey No K Mo 41071 (Pt of Disanion Shat na
10 wr Plot hig, 610 Mousa Oid Silaspue P #, hio. 36, Shivaj Nagar Ward Tafiparsd, Ward Mo, 28, R.NM. SSmsgee adroasering
BLAT 5q. Ftwithn e regrettalion sub-dintct Blaspor and dittrct Measpr Boraded: On tha Morth by- Plothio 04, On fhe
South ry- F101 M 06 On the Entt by- | syt Boundury Wal, O e Werd - Fioad
& 0 Whed et el parcre B progerty constaling ol Flil No. | ol No. D6 i aursey Mo K0 No, 10T (Farl of Diersion Sheet o
10 and Piot Mo, & 0)Mouzs Oid Sisspu, B H. Ko, 36, Shivaj Nagar Wing MTeipara), Ward Ko, 28 R N, Slaspus, ssmaisenng
JTO.T3 Se FLwiitin e segiairation sib-dumielct Blagper and ditre! Baesper Booaded: On Me Morth By- Pothic 05, On he
South by- Fiot ho. 07 On the Esel by- Layent Boundary Wall, On the Wit by- Finad.
S, 1A thal parT und pacc i of M progerty conssting of Fiat No. /Pt o, 67 in sy o &0, No. 81087 (P of Dverson Shest no
10 Pt Mo, 500 Mouza- 00 Blkaspiat P M. Mo 38, Shivap Nagai Ward (Thlipana), Ward N 28, AN M, Bl stimsasaring
38848 S FLwimun e regiatution sub-olairict Bilanpur omd datic Biasput.
Bownded: On the Marth by Piotia, 06, On e Soufh by- Fiot No 0, On the East by Laypout Boundary Wall On fhe Wesi by- Aoed
B, A4 e part Al el o tha oty eontishing ol Fist Mo Piotiie. 06 0 vy o e Mo £10/7 (Part of Diersmn Shoet s
10wt Pt N 6700 Moz~ Oid Slaspir P M. No. 38 Shivall Nogar Ward (Tekpaa). Ward Nou 28 AN M. Biasooe, aimaasuimg
14068 5. FUwilih Mt regustt alon seb-cistrict Skaspus and dilrice Biaspue
Boumnded: O Bve Merih by- Plaihia 07, On e Sauth by- Pict o 08, On the Eaxt by- Loyt Boandary Yl On te Wesl by- Raad
7. that part o parosl af (e property conststing of Flat Mo, | Piot No. 00 bn surty fo Kn Mo 81012 (Pt of Dlwersion Shait na
10 et Pt e, 610 )Moura O Eskaspie P W Mo, 36, Ghivil Nagar Want (Terpar). ward No. 28, LN W Bisoos, aomonsammy
475,23 S0 F1 wetrin e rapstraton sut-alvtnct Bllper and dammict Bilaspur
Boundad: On the Marth by- Pt 08 On (e South by Plot Mo 10, On e Eant by Loyout Boondary Wall Om te Wesl by- Road
. WA that part andd parell ol e oty oonsluting of Flat Mo, /Pl N 108 sy Mo /. No. 41002 (Part of Divetsion Seoat o
10 and Pint fie, 61 Z)doaza Dio Filaspur P X No. 36, Shival agar Whot (Tepara). Wara o 78 R N M. Blaspor, agmuasenng
40,53 5y Frwaahin e r)istratesn sub-218imet Silssnur and dstted Alaspn
Bourded' D the Mo rth by- Platiia 08, O ihe Sowth by- Poc o 11, Dn the East by Lityout Boandary Wall 0n the Wt by- Aaad
B A thatt part and parcei of T propesTy conmting of Filt o, /Mot hia. 11 in suray bo K0 No. 41072 (Part of Daversaon Sheet na
10 and Plok e 610)Mouza Dld Blasgen, P H Mo, 36, Shbatjl Nagar Wand (Tefipaa), Wrd N 28, AN Blaspiur, afimaasuiing
447.88 50, Frwithin the regeteston seb -dirtrict Bitaoper ind deinct Bt por
Bownded: On Me Narth by Fiaio 10 On T Sowh by- Fiot b 17, 00 e East by Layoat Anandary Wl Onthe West by- Aoad

iC.G

Authoriind Offken, Stakn Bank of india

Regional Office - Bilaspur, 1st fioor, TR Complex, Opposite SBI, RAJKISHORE
LINGIYADIH, BILASPUR - 485006 (C.G.), PH:07752-310229/

310231, E-mail: recovery.bilaspur@bankofbaroda.com
E-Auction Sale Notice for sale of movable properties

EMD end Bid Increase Amount nte manfioned belce
The auction will ba online e-auction through websile hitps://baanknal.com on 04 06.20286 betwesn 0200 PM 1o £.00PM

E-Auction Sals Mobice for Bule of movable Assely under agreament of Hypothecation of movebile sssets Nolics i hereby given b the
public in penersl and i pasticular (o tha Borrowsris) and Guaranion(s) that the below desoribed movabie asseis charged 10 tha Sacured
Creditor, possession of which has been takon by he Bunk. Wil be sold on "As ju whore ', "As is what 8", and "Whatever fere ' Dosis for
recevely of below mantioned sccountis. The defails of BorrvwerfalivemniorSecired AwethDussMeserm Priceie-Auchon cate & Time

The lest dale for submission of EMD shall ba on 04.08.2026 till 12.00 PM_The interesied bidders may inapect the
assat ot sito betwman 1.00 pom.and 4,00p.m.on 02.06,2026 . B/d imcrement ameunt will be Rs, 10 000/- (Rupees Ten Thousunds
Only). All further cetalied terms & conditions of sale can be sccessed flom our website of e-auction agency hitps:/fbaanknet.com .

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE . The Borowaes /Guaranion are hereby ghven notics io pay the sum menticned as abova before the
date of auction, falling which the property will be auctioned and balance i sny wil be recovered with interest and cosl from tem Sy legal

n BEIAZEET
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¢..  Comment
commmaonwe - INAIA’S Silent Revolution: How Women'’s Economic
“Diplomacy is the art of building hridees ® i . : i -
ooere e st  Empowerment is Reshaping Society and the Economy
e administration, and  inwitional 5% belonging to women. This has  households, traditional  mindsets

India’s Global
Footsteps: PM Modi
in the Netherlands

rime Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit to the
P Netherlands marks another significant stride in

India’s expanding global outreach. Addressing
the Indian diaspora in The Hague, he spoke of India’s
asplrations to host the Olympics and emerge as a global
manufacturing hub. Beyond symbalism, the visit retlects
India's determination 1o pesition itself as a confident,
respornsible player in the international arena. The
Netherlands, with its strong tradition of trade, Innova-
tion, and sustainability, offers India a valuable partner
in Europe. The two nations share Interests in renewable
energy, water management, and advanced technology-
areas where collaboration can directly benefit India’s
developmental goals. Modi's emphasis on India’s youth-
ful energy and entrepreneurial spirit resonated with the
diaspora, reinforcing the ldea that India’s rise i5 not just
about ecomomics but about cultural confidence and civic
responsibility. M a time when global politics is marked
by uncertainty, India’s outreach 1o Europe carries stra-
tegic weight. Strengrhening ties with the Netherlands is
also a pateway to deeper engagement with the European
Union. For India, this means greater access (o markets,
technology, and investment. For Europe, it means a
reliahle partner in Asia committed 1o peace, stability,
and sustainable growth, The diaspora dimension of
the visit canmot be overlooked. The Indian community
in the Netheriands has long contributed to cultural
exchange and economic vitality. Modl's interaction with
them was not merely ceremonial; it was a reminder that
India’s global identity is enriched by its people abroad,
Their success stories reflect the values of resilience and
innovation that India seeks to project on the world stage.
Yet, the visit also ralses questioms about delivery. Aspira-
tions to host the Olvmpics or become a manufacturing
bhuib must be matched with systemic reforms-better
infrastructure, transparent povernance, and inclusive
growth. Diplomacy can open doors, but domestic disci
pline must sustain credibility. In essence, Modi's Nether-
lands visit was more than a diplomatic stopover. [t was a
statement of intent: India seeks to be seen not only as a
rising economy but as a nation ready to shoulder global
responsibilities. The challenge now lies in turning words
into action, ensuring that India’s promises abroad are

matched by progress at home.

| GUEST VIEW |

Keep Tension at

<
Bay. Guard Health

t is high time people take note of the deaths and

disabilities caused by the “stlent killer™ of the world

known as * hypertension” because the World Health
Organisation{WHO) has sadd that nearly 80 percent of
those with high blood pressure across the globe are
bearing the brunt of inadequate treatment. A mere 37
percent of Indians with hypertension are diagnosed and
only 30 percent recelve treatment desplie the avallabil-
ity of a plethora of anti-hypertensive drugs. the best
physicians and reams ofarticleswritten abowt its perils.
The danger of hypertenston Is exemplified by the “rule

of halves"—one half of the
global population Is diagnosed
with hypertension, one half
of the diagnosed recelve
treatment and ondy one half is
treated o sustalnably normal
levels. Untreated hyperten-
gion can cause the heart 1o
enlarge and make its vessels
inefficlent to pump blood
leading to casualties. This

Is especially unfortunate considering the simple and
effective ways to prevent as well as control the crippling
condition exist. Life-style modifications like regular
physical activity, balanced diet with low salt and sugar
intake, minimal alcohol consumption and smoking, low
levels of stress, and regular intake of medicines under

supervision go a long way. May 17 is observed as World
Hypertension Day, a reminder 1o act against this silent

but devastating threat.

Ganapathi Bhat, Akola

Themﬂmngnsmhmﬁm
B not measmed  menely
by mising GOP fgures, giir-
tering skylines, or techmological
achievemeris. i is equally reflected
in the dignity, participation, and
economic sSrength of s women
In recemt yewrs, India has wit
nessed a profound transforomtion
in the sockl and economic role of
wonen. Ths chonge s pradually
evolvirg into one of the country’s
most signifcant silent revolutions,
Wiomen today sre no lomger con-
fawed 1oy eracitional domestlc roles.
They are incressinely  beoomiog
active contributors 1o India’s eon-
noniie growth through education,
entrepreneurship, skilled employ-
ment, and digial | participation.
From banking amd administra-
ton o wdmolomy,  healthcare,
acadedia, defence, media, and
starmups;, women  are  expanding
omsidered inaccessible 1o them.

A recemt “Ecowrap™ report by
the State lnk of India highfights
the changing employment dynam-
s amorg wanended boussholds
in s, Acoonding o the report,
tho quality of employment smaons
from uncerinin daily wape lasbour
towardd stable smlarded pobs that
offer peater dignity mwd  fian
cal security. The probobility of
woten securmg regular employ-
ment has increased Dy 4.4%, while
dependence on casmal  Rabotr
has declined by 426 This tran-
sthon represents fiar more than a
statistical improvement. It refleces
rishyg confidence, hnancial Inde-
pendence, and preater  bargain-
g power within houssholds and
sockety. I urban India, the shift &
evon e visible. Women-headed
hoteeholds have seen a neardy 10%
inCease o acoess o Tegulor szl
nad employment, ndicsting that
WOImen are  increasingly  enfering
orgnntsed sectors such as bank:
g, COrporEte sTvices, education,

Tl

Woral i, too, s underpo-
g 3 meminghl TEsioo
tior. Traditically dependem on
spriculiral Isbour and  informal
work, mamy nral women ae
now moving towards seff ermploy
bursnesses, food processing, hand-
icrafts, and smallscale entrepre
nevrship. Womended rural hovse
holds are gradisally reducing thedr
dependence on diily wape labour
and  ludkding more sntainalde
sorces of income.  Education has
emergssd as the most powerful G-
alyst behied this transformetion.
For decsdes, women's educstion
in India was often meated as sec-
oilary 10 dormestic respomsibilifies.
Today, howeven, wormen are excel-
ling n EpEnesring. medicine, law,
MANEEEeTE, soemee,  Tesearch,
and poblic administaton.  Edu-
degrees; it has areatod awsrmes,
comhidence, and aspirations. Unsor
prismgly, women with higher ado-
likedy toy secure stable nnd wellpoy-
g jobs.

Iidin's female bbour foree par-
ticpation rate hos now reached
noardy 40% Rural women's par-
ticipation stands at 45.9%, ‘while
nificantly tower at 5%, This dis
perity umceriines the meed for safer
winkplices, flenible emploviment
oppartumities, improved  child-
care support, @l more inchisive
urban  work  environments  thal
eKourage  women's  sstained
participmtien  In the  workore.
Governmentdod  francisl  inche
sion bnitiatives hove alo played 2
critical role n stremgthening wom-
en's economic independence. The
Pradlom Mantri b Dhan Yojana
has conmected millions of women
o the tormal banidng sysem for
the first time. As of Jammry 2035,
aover 38 mthion jan Dhan acoounts
had been opened, with nearly

Satish Singh,

Senior Banking and
Economic Columnist

emabled direct mansfers of g
mient henefits, encmmaged  smvings
habits, enpanded acees o digital
an miformml mioneylenders, partic
ularty i nural Inidin.  Simitardy, the
Prodhan Mantrn Misira Yojans has
prenewrshipe.  Milbors of women
heve wsed collteralfree loons to
estahlish small bisinesses sach s
beaity pariours, tailoring units, food
bushiesses, amd handicraft produe-
thon. Wornen are no Joneer mendy

job seekers; Increasingly, they ane

becouming job creators.

SelfHelp Groups (SHGs) have
hurthet  stremgithened  grassrools
ecnricmic empowerTienl. Through
cillective savings, access o bank
credit, and communay-based emer-
prises, women across mural Indin
have builk smstaimable vwiiboods
in sectors such as  mommse-stick
manufactoriog,  rendicrafts, fomd
procesing, dury Grming,
agrivultre, Beyond manci| gains,
SHs have enlanoed women's con-
brence, social paricipation, and

The digtal revolation has
asooolerated  this process  further.
Affordable snartphones, Internet
acoess, onfine banking, ond digital
payments have enalded women to
participate directly iIn ecomomic
activities. Social media platfonms,
ecommerce  marketplicss,  Your
Tube, and dital content creathon
have opened entirely new appor-
tmithes for womsen entregrensurs,
especilly In smaller towrs and
rural replons. Yet, this transhoma-
tion hos alen brought certain social
clallenges into  focus.  Working
wormien often Goe the dual bariden
of professionmal responsibilities and

g in stress, emotional exhavstion,
and woriclife imbabmoe. In some

and pender insecurities create ic-
tom a5 wiumen gain gresier eoo-
nomue independence, Concems ame
also ocosiomlly. raised reganding
changing family structures, delayed
marriages, analler famiies, and
reduced mtergenerational bonding
in arban settings. However, such
concems should not be mterprotied
& arpunwnts  Jgainst  Wnen's
empowerment. The real ke lies
niot i women's progress bt in soc-
ety’s imbility to asdapt quickly 1o
changing gender roles and shured
resporsibilithen

A modern and  progressive
sockty cond expect woren Lo
contribige aqually to the sonomy
while continuing to bear imequal
domestc ordens. Troe smpowis
e reguires institothonal support,
workplace  safery, equal oppor-
mnmies, affordable childeare syw
rems, and a broader coloaral shift
towards  parmership within fami.
lies. Women's economic empow-
amem & not merely 3 ponder
t=ue; it s imdamentally an e
of matioml developmmit. Shudies
across the world consstontly show
that higher fomale workforee par.
ticipation sirengthers GDP srowth,
lrmproves fmaly welfare, enhances
childrens educstion, and ocreates
healthier social outeomes, India's
future growth story canmot be writ:
i without the sctive participation
of its women. Men and women are
not competitons bl coamplemen:
tary partners in mation-bdkding. 4
sockty progresses sustaiiably only
when both miove forwand topether
with eqpuality, dismity, amd mutual
respict, The rise of selfreliant
wornen i India is therefone not just
a3 sockl phenomenon. It B the foun-
dation of a gmnger econdny, a
e nclusive sockety, and a more
comfident ration.

(The  views andd  opinions
expresseid in this articke are those
of the author and do not neces

Cows Dying on Roads, Society Turns Away

(arbage strewn streets, starving cows, and plastic filled stomachs reflect not just civie failure but society’s deep moral decline

Priyanka Saurabh,

cty-cows rummaging through
martupe heaps, calves swallerwing:
plastie, md animals wandering
amid filth. Soclety worships the
oo s Cmothien,” et thise sy
oows dle on the streets from hun-
por, disease, and neglect. This is
not fust a sanftation lafluie but
a stark remindeér of our social
imsensitivity and duplicity.

Each moming, cattde owners
rebease thetr oows after milking.
These antimals roam streets and
dumps, consuming rothen voge
tables, plastlc bags, and medical

YOURLETTERS

The stralegic cooperation agrecment hetweon India sod the UAE is
imporiant al o time when West Asia is diseupling encrgy supply chain,
The agreement will cnhance energy secnrily, enhance stralegic petroleam
reserves. and will ereale new apporiomilics in LNGLPG slorage Tacilitics
in Imdia. The partnership is expeeled Lo play a Lirger role in regional sta-
hility ceonomic growlh amd lechnological advameement. This coopera-
tion is budll on trust, maovalion awd shared prosperity. India should also

waste. [perations often reveal

Kilograms of plastic inside their
stomachs, vt sociely remmin

unmeved.  For  many  breed
ers, cows are mere  “milking
machines” Once  abamdoned,
their responsibility ends. This
preed and inhumanity expose e
uptlie face of our culture.
Ironically, the cow s the most
rousing emotion in the country.
From political o religious pla
forms, “Mother Cow™ Is hatled.
Social media 5 Booded with vid:
pos. of people feeding cows, bt
e bove would msmre no cow

focus o ils own energy resources for sclf-relinnce..
Sabmit Panigrahi, Ravegada, Odisha

suddenly appear at night. Yet nei-
ther administration nor society
acts serionsly.

Municipal corporations peri-
adically smounce  caiipaigns,
but the problem = nover tackled
at its root, A few animals are sem
toshelers, acton s shown brietly,
amd then normalcy retums. The
neal issue Is acooumitability. Why
are cattle owners not penalized

g rains, and trigger disease out-
breaks. Still, citizens shick respon-

sibility, blaming the poverniment

alone. India boasts of “sman cft-
bes™ with roalle and highwiys, bt
true developiment means dignity
and safety for both humans and

animmaks, Cities where cows forage

in gartape reflect moral decline,
Nl PIFOETess.

Our bigpess falling: Is tuming

semtivity o performances,

Diplomaey in Action: PN UAE Oulreach
Prime Minister Modi's fecont visit to the UAE morks another: milestane in
[ndlin's growing glohal outreach. Strengthening economic, energy, and cul-
barall ties with the Goll nation enhances [ndia’s stealeeie presence and ben-
efits millions of Indian expalriotes. The partnership rellecls mmitual Bust
ntud shored axpirations for stability and progress in the region. Such diplo-
plazscy vol omdy boosts brade aed ivestment bt also reinforees India’s moege

Comyprassion s displaved before
cameras, bt systemie  change
5 ignored. Polities exploits cow
sepitiment for vores, et poli-
cs . remaim absenl. Crores are
claimed to be spent on shelters,
but stray members rise, Where is
the money golig? Who 18 accouint-
able? The saddest consequence
is the desensitization of dhildren.
Growing up amid injured  ani-
rals anil filkh, their senses dull
cruelty. A society that cannot be
kind to iz animals cannot remain
hummane toward humeims.

The sohdion i clear but
requires willpower.  Livestock
omiers st be held responsible
mamdatory melsiration of ammals
and heavy tmes for shandomment.
waste mamgement, enforce bans
on phistic misme, and sudit cow
shelters  trasparently.  Ciisens
it aleo chonge bebaviour: stip
fittering, reduce phstic ose, amd
embmce civic discipline. Garhape
strewn sireets and starving cows
are not just spectacdes of misman
apament; thiy mirtor olr morml
decay, There B endless nolse
about cows, bt silence ahout
thetr suffering. Unidl this hypoe-
risy ends, neither will citles be
clean, nor amimals safe, nor soc-
ety trady hurmeane,

ws i responsible global partner committed to peace and development.

P Basanti, Bhilsi
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Revive India-B’desh
trade ties: Sangma

Important to remind people of the historical cooperation bebween the two
countries, including India’s support to Bangladesh during difficult times.

Press Trust OF India

NEW DELHI: Indin and
Bangladesh  have  ini
tintexd  dimlogpe at  the
“focal level™ (o reset ties,
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma has said,
while calling for reviving
people-tnpeople engige-
ment and trade between
the two countries.

Eriteracting with a group
of jourmalists here on
Friday, Sangma said it
was important o resmind
people of the historical
cooperation between the
two countries, (ncluding
India’s support o Ban-
pladesh  during  difficult
times.

He also called for more
cultural  exchanges  and
reopering of border haats
that were shut i the after
math of the 2004 political
unrest in the neighbour-
ing coumry.

It is already happen
img, The process has
started. Dialogues are tak:
ing place at the focal level,
people are talking and dis-
cussing,” Sangma sald in
response o a question on
talks betwesn India and
Bangladesh,

He was speaking on the
cidelines of the curtain
ratser event for the North
East India Infrastructure
Summir and Exhibirion,

Meghatsys (M Conrad Sangms at Lokapriva Gopirath
Baerchoiod Internntions Alirport |

which will be held In Shill-
ong on June 12, =1 hrmly
belleve the current phase
with Bangladesh Is tem-
porary, but in the long
run,, we will have to work
with Bangladesh. This Is
good for us and Bangia-
desh as well and | bolieve
there is huge potental
and opportunities.” the
chief minister said. Sang-
ma’s remarks come at
a time when India and
Bangladesh are  secking
o restore momentum in
bilateral emygsgement after
relitions were  strained
following the ouster of
former Rangladesh prime
minister Sheikh Hasina
and the subsequent tran-
sition in Dhaka, during
which political-evel inter-
actions with New Delhi
remained Hmibted.

In April, Hangladesh
Forelgn  Minlster  Khall
lur Rahman, along with
Humayun Kabir, Forelgn
Affmirs Adviser to Ran-
vladesh Prime  Mimister
Tariqoe Rahmean, visited
New Delhi im his first
official trip o India after

assurning office.
BI' foreirn  affairs
department  m-charge

Vijay Chauthaiwale had
said last month that Rah:
man, also the chairman of
Ranglndesh’s ruling BNP,
had written a letter to BIP
president Nitin Nabin.
"There is some top-
fevel interest (o Initiate
dirlogue between the two
parties, as far as political
dirlogue I concerned,”
Chauthaiwale had =aid
while speaking at a con-
ference organised by the

HIGHLIGHT

e Sangma sought
reopening of border
haats and cultural ties,

# Sangma said
Bangladesh links can
boost the Northeast
economy.

Hudsom Institute in Wash-
ington, D.C. on April 24

sangma said  connec
tivity projects linking the
region with Hangladesh
could provide 8 mijor
economic boost to the
northeast,

He specifically referred
o conmectivity between
Hii in West Hemml
and Mahendmygan in
Meghalaya through a pro-
posed corridor in Bangla-
desh and said aceess to
the Chittagony port could
transtorm trade and logis-
tics for the region.

*] think the normal ecor
nomic activities that used
to take place, whether it is
just thi basic border haats,
or the movement of basic
rade that used o ke
plice earlier, should be
reactivated,” he said.

Concerns related o Infil
tration and legal mmi
yration mist be addressed
through strong sifeguards
and monitoring  mecha-
nisms, he added.

NSUI stages
protest

NEW DELHI: The NSUI
on  Saturday  staged
a protest outside the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) headquarters over
alleged lrregularities In
the NEET examination
process, demanding
immediate dissohition
of the agency and res
ignation of the Union
Education Minister.
Members of the National
Students’ Union of India
(NSUI) participated in
the demonstration held
under the banner of
“NTA Halla Bol™, Ied
by the organisation’s
mational president Vinod
Jakhar.

The organisation
alleged that three stu-
dents  had  reportedly
died by suicide due to
examination-related
stress and blamed the
NTA and the Centre for
the situation.

Protesters ralsed slo-
gams against the NTA and
accused the agency and
the Centre of failing to
ensure a fair and trans-
parent examination pro-
LS5,

Addressing the gath-
ering, Jakhar alleged
that repeated incidents
of paper leaks, cancella-
tion of examinations and
administrative  lapses
had created anxiety and
uncertainty among stu-
dents preparing for com-
petitive exams.

“The negligence of
the Central Govern-
ment and the Gilure of
NTA have shattered the
dreams of millions of
hardworking students,”
he sald.

Registration
open

NEW DELHE The Univer
giv of Delhi on Satunday
hasupﬂu!imﬁl
admission o s fwoyem

postyrnduate  progranmmes
for the 202627 academic
session, an offdal  state
ment said.

The application process
will continue from May 16 to
Jone 7, the university said,
adding that admisslons o
the programmes will be
conducted  through  the
CSAS portal based solely on
CUETG 2026 soores In the
redevan fest papers.

The unbersity has also
Iroduced  an  auto-inge-
gration feature lor candl
dates’ credentials and CUET
scores through the Dig
iLocker/AM Setu platform
from this year, the state
ment said. The integration
woitld provide & umiform
anthentication mechanism
for government  services
under the Digital India. ini:
data security and reducing
duplication, it said, adding
that the step would akso
strongithen security,

Preas Trust Of Indla

Major rail and con-
nectivity projects in
Odisha under PM
Muodi.

BHUBANESWAR: Union
Rallway Minkster Ashwind
Vaishnaw hiehlighted
major rillwsy  Infrastroc-
ture and connectivity Ini-
tiatives being undertnken
across Odisha under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.
Amouncing the nmo-
duction of the new
IR40718408  Puri-Kora-
put-Puri Tri-Weekly
Express, Vaishmaw said the
service will, for the first
time, provide direct rail
conmeciivity between Puri
and farge parts of western
and southern Odisha.
The train will oper
ate  via Khiurda Road,
Rhubaneswar, Argul,

| LANDMARK INITIATIVES |

Vaishnaw announces major rly
expansion mlllallves for Odisha

Sambalpur, Bargarh
Road, Balamgir, Titlagarh,
Kesingm, Mu niq:;ud:!.

Rayagada, Tikiri, Laxmi-
pur Road, Kakirguma
and Damamjodi, signife
cantly benefiting passen:
gers from coastal, west-
ern -and southern Odisha.
The service will improve
iIH]l'I[‘IZI]ﬂTj" for pilgmim:
age, tourism, education,
heaithcare, employment
and business travel, partic-
ularty for the KBK region
anl tribal-dominated
districts. Highthghting
Odisha’s milway growth,
Vaishnaw informed  that

rallway projects  worth
nearly Bs 90,000 crore
are presently under exe-
cution In the State, Key
projects include the Jun-
agarh-Nabarangpur,
Nabarangpur-Jeyvpore,
Jeypore-Malkangiri, Bar
garh-Muapada, Cumu-
pur-Therubali, Khurda
Hoad Balangir and  Bim-
lagarh Talcher mail line
projects. He stated  that
the lmmgpending Kimrda
Road-Balangir Rail Line
project is progressing rap-
idly and tangeted for com
pletion by 2027, The Min-
ister also highlighted the

HIGHLIGHT

@ Vaishnaw sald Rs
90.000 crore rall
projects are underway.

¢ Minister highlighted
four-lining of Howrah-
Chennal route in
Odisha.

ongoing four lnlng works
on the Howrah-Chennal
main corridor  through
Odisha. He stated that
after completion of the
new lines and major capac-
ity enhancemert works,
Odisha will have the capa-
nility to Tun nearly 500
additional trains in the
future. Vaishnaw further
informed rthat 59 railway
statipns across (disha are
being redeveloped under
the Amrit Station Scheme,
includi Rl oy
Puri, Sambalpur, Berhumn-
pur, Tulcher and Baripada
stations.

| NATIONAL INTEREST |

'SIR will help eliminale

Press Trust Of India

BENGALURD: lLeader of
the Opposition In the
Karnataka  Assembly, H
Ashoka, said on Saturday
that the SIH process aims
to climinate bogus voters
and serves the national
interest and security.

Expressing conflidence
that the SIR would also

the BJP leader qmshumd
those oppesing the exer-
cise, asking: "Why do
they fear thie process?”

Kamnataka will begin
the next phase of the Spe-
cinl Intensive Revision of
clectoral rolls from June
20, covering more than
5.55 crore clectors.

According to the Elec

Muslim groups
apposing the SIR.

R Ashoka
LeP In Kamataka Assembly

tion Commission ol India,
the exorcise will include
a month-long houseto-
house wverification drive
by Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) from june 30.
“Some Muoslim organ
isations  have made
remuarks opposing  the
SIR. There are over 2
crore ilegal Bangladeshi

bogus volers’

immbrants i Indla,”
Ashoka sald. “Most of
them are m West Bengal,
followed by Assam and
Bihar. More than 10 lakh
Hangladeshis are living
illeymally in Karnataka. If
amyone challenges me on
this, | am ready to per
sonally show them areas
in Bengalurg where they

are residing,” be added.
Speaking to reporters,
he said that the Benga
luru Police, under the
current  commissioner,
had jdentified  around

250 fllegal Bangladeshi

immigrants and handed
them over to security
agencies for repatriation
to Bangladesh.

He added that they
were flpwn from Benga-
luria to the border ot a
cost of Rs 65 lakh. “This
is on record. It happened
within the last month or
s0,” he said. “Conjress
leaders, including Min-
ister Zameer Ahmed
Khan, claim there is not
even a single illegal Ban-
gladeshi  immigrant in
the state, but the reality
is different.

progress on all
Ironis,

€ P Radhakrishnan
Vice President

SikKim made rapid
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CJ1 Surva kanlt clarifics ‘parasiles’ remarks,

says ‘pained’ over media reporls

NEW DELHE Chie! Justice of India
Surva Kant on Saturday issued a
strongly worded clarification on
his ‘parasites’ remarks, saying he
was “pained” by media reporis
that suggested he criticised youth.

“| am pained to read how a sec
tion of the media has misquoted
my oral observations made dur
ing the hearing of a frivolous case
vesterday,” the CJl said in a state-
ment.

Kant emphasised that his
remarks were specifically directed
at individuals entering the legal
profession through “fake and

bogus degrees™ and were “mis-
quoted by a section of the media.™
The clarification follows a contro-
versy during a hearing on Friday,
when the CJT used words like *pas-
asites™ and “cockroaches™ while
pulling up a lawyer for his plea
seeking senior designation. Fm
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MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
{South East Central Railway|

NOTIFICATION

Bllaspur, the 27th April, 2020
Mofice Under Section 20A of the Rallway Act, 1980
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‘Pali
Patni Aur
Woh Do’ 1s
absolute
comedy
chaos

I'eaturing Sara Ali Khan, Wamiga

Gabbi and Rakul Preet Singh. the

film keeps audiences entertained
with comedy and suspense.
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Al Fras The Bin

yushmann  Khurrana
AJremms with another
zht-hearted enter-

tainer in Pati Patoi Aur Woh
Do, a alm that mixes comesdy,
confusion and relationship
drama in an engaging way.
Directed by Mudassar Aziz,
the movie released in the
atres on May 15 amd serves as
the second mstallment of the
popular Pati Patmi Aur Woh
franchise. Along with Ayush-
twann, the film stars Sara All
Khan, Wamiga Gabbi and
Rakul Preet Singh in mpor-
tant roles.

The story revilves
around Prajapati  Pandey,
played by Ayushmann
Khurrana, who works as a
first officer and unexpect-
edly finds himsell mwapped

HIGHLIGHT

ePatl Patnl Aur Woh Do
offer a fun ride packed
with lavghter and
emotional twists.

journalist wife, while Sara
Ali Khan appears as his old
friend whose sudden entry
chanyes his life completely.
Rakul Preet Singh plays
the wifes close friend and
Avushmann's  colleague,
adding more twists to the
already messy situation.
The film begins on an
unusual note with-a leopard-
catching sequence, which
quickly ¥rabs attentlon. Soon
after, the comedy starts bulld-
Iz when Ayushmam’s char-
acter tries to help Sara All
Khan's character during a difF
ticult situaton. However, one

@; Weekend

‘ 5 7
0 W s

ke and one misunderstand-
ing lead to ancther, creating
chaos in his married life. His
wite, being a jonmalist, starts
investigating the truth, which
adids suspense along  with
umor.

Ayushmoanm Khurrana
anoe agine proves wiy he
is kmown for choosing relat-
able and enteriaining scripts.
His comic timing fecls natuy-
ral and keeps the sudience
engaged  throughout,  Sara
Ali Khan brings charm and
energy, while Wamiga Gabbi
delivers a confident perfor:
mance as 3 smart and suspi
cloms wife, Rakul Preet Singh
also does well In her support-
ing role.

Overall, Patl Patnd Aur Woh
Do is a fun family entertainer
filled with comedy, drama
and confusion.

RT Balaji’s

Central Chrondcle Wews

aruppu 5 a nostalgic

yet uneven  fntasy

ourtroom drama that
blends devotion with mass
commercial storytelling,
rooted in a familiar corrup-
tlon-versus-common-man
confiict. Directed by R Balaji,
the Alm revisits the emo-
tional texture of 90s and early
2000s Amman cinema, but
repackages it Into a stylised
mainstresm entertainer. The
stary follows a father-daugh-
ter duo whose urgent medical
journey to Chennal is deratied
by theft and later trapped
inside a corrupt legal system,
What begins as a simple crisis
slowly expands into a court-
room battle exposing brib-
ery, manmipulaton, and moral
decay. Buriva as Saravanan
brings restrained  intensity
and strong screen presence,
carrying several portions
with ease. R Balaji, playing a
mosally corrupt lawyer, adids
sharpniess and grit to the nar-
rative, The frst half i engag-

ll!

HIGHLIGHT

& A mythological
courtroom drama with real
ambition and a Surlya who
is clearly hungry, this film
eamns Its whistles.

ing, neatly setting op the
fantasy layer and emotional
stakes, but the second half
lests grip due to convenlent

betwesn three  women.
Wamiga Gabbl plays his
| SOUTH |

b @

Surrya Hwakumar
in & skl from the

mmie Earupp

‘Karuppu’ strugeles to balance

writing and inconsistent logic
that weakens impact. Techni-
cally, GK Vishnu's visuals are
rich and vibreant, while Sai
Ablvankkat's music elevates
the mass moments effectively.
The film also benefits from
nostalgic callbacks and pop
culture references that land
naturally. However, Trisha's
performance is bet down by
jurring  dubbing,  affecting
IMImersion.

Despite its flaws, Karuppu
delivers moments of enter-
talnment powered by per-
formances and  emotional
welght., The courtroom por-
tions highlight systemic cor-
ruption but often fes] sim-
pliled in execution. Suriva's
charisma remains the film's
strongest anchor, lifting pre-
dictable stretches. Karuppu
ultimately works a5 a one
fime watch with nostalgic
appeal, but lacks consistency
in storytelling depth. Over
all, it remains  entertaining
but inconsistent leaving both
nostalgia and disappointmient
behind for viewers alike.

SUNDAY
Bilaspur, May 17, 2026
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WHAT TO WATCH HOMEBOUND

nspector Avmash:
Season 2

Cast Ranoesp Hooda,
Abhimanyu Singh,
Lirvashi Rautela,
Ramniesh Duggall and
Amit Sial

Where to watch:
cireaming on
JioHotstar Set in
1890s Utiar Pradesh,
the new season
follows Inspecior
Avinash as both

his personal and
professional lfe begin 1o fall apart. With his marrisge
struggling and his son getting cavght ina murder case,
the afficer faces one of the loughest battles of his life
Packed with action, crime and emotional conflict, the
serles IS |ikely to appeal to viewers who enjoy intenss
Cop dramas and grifty storytailing

Couture

Cast: Angelins Jole
Where to watch:
streaming on
Lionsgate Play

%2l against the
glamorous backdrop
af Paris Fashion
Weele the film

tells the story of
three women from
very different
backgrounds whose
lives unexpected|y
intersect Ak the
centre s Maxing, played by Angefina Jolle, an American
fiimmaker dealing with a deeply personal health crisis
while workinz on a major fashion project. Blending
emotion, drama and the high-fashion worid, Couture
may appeal to viewers who enjoy character-driven
siories with glamour and emotional depth

The Crash

Cast: MO major cast
featured

Where to watch:
sireaming on
metflix. The Crash
is a chilling true-
crime documentany
pased an

the shocHing
Mackenzie Shiriila
@se What
initially appeared
1o be a trasgic

road accident later turned Into a disturbing criminal
investigation. The docomentary explores how Shirilia
allegedly drove hier car into a brick wall, killing her
boyfriegnd Dominic Russo and s friend Davion
Flanagan. Filled with courtroom detans and emotional
testimonies, the film offers an intense ook into one of
Americas most lalked-ahout retent cases

EXam

Cast: Dushara
Vijayan, Ahbas and
Anitl Batan
Where to watch:
streaming on
Amazon Prime
Video. Exam is

an intense crime
grama that follows
3 YIMINE Woman
who pretends to be
a police officer to
UNCOVET @ massive
regional Public Service Exam stam. What siaris a5 3
dangerous undercover missicn soon exposes a feep-
rocted network of cormuption connected o powerfol
people Packed with suspense, investigation and
emotional tension, the serles may appeal (o viewers
who enjoy gritty thrillers and storles based on crims
power and hidden conspiracics

Memests

Cast V'lan Noel
and Malthew
Law

Where to watch;
streaming on
JaHOsEr
Nemesis
follows an
LAPD deteciive
who becomes
ohsessed with
tracking down
3 master thief
behind a series
of daring robberies. What begins as an investigation
soon turns into a tense cat-and-mouse chase wheore
both men constantly try to outsmart each other. Filled
with suspense, action and psychological tension, the
thrifier may appeal o viewers who enjoy gripping
rime dramas and intense deteclive stories
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"The trouble with
opporlanily is, il never
announees when it comes.
I's only aller it's gone. you'd
realize that vou missed il
Uday Kotak

Niharika Jain
redefining
influencer

culture like never
hefore

Niharika Jain keeps social media real
despite growing fame and glamorous
opportunities today.

t 29, Niharika Jaln Is
proving that  authen-
telty  still marters  in

today's crealor economy. As
she prepares to walk the red
carpet aif the Cannes Fiilm Fes-
tival, the influencer wants her
midienice 1o see everyiiing,
including the panic, conin
sion and behind the scenes
chaos that uswally stays hid-
den behind glamorous social
media posts. With more than
L6 million YouTube subscrib
ers and thousands of Insta
gram followers, Niharika has
built a stroiy connection with
young audiences  through
refatable fashion, beauty,
travel and lifestyle content.
Before becoming a fulltime
creator, she spent years work-
Ing behind the scenes on real-
ity shows and fashion chore-
ofraphy projects. Her journey
started on TikTok with simple
posing mitorials that helped
girlk feel more confdent
in front of cameras. One of
her earliest videos quickly
became viral and completely
changed her career path. For
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& The crealor
believes honesty
and refatability
bulid stronger
audience
connections than

perfection online.

NinaTin Jain sebut & Cannes 2008

Niharika, success |s not only
about numbers or glamorous
opportunities, Through her
women-focused wellness com-
numity, “Wake Up With Me,"
she encournges lollowers o
practice meditation, ground-
ing habiis and self-care rou
tines, Hearing stories from
voung woimen who overcame
difficult phases through the
commmity became one of
the most emotional moments
of her journey. Niharika also
lmmched her handcrafted jew:
ellery brand Dumroo, inspired
by spirituality and self-expres-
sion. Although she admite
social media can leel exhaust-
Ing because trends constantly
change, she belleves hon-
esty creates long-term trust.
Instead of accepting  every
brand collaboration, she now
chooses partnerships she gen-
uinely connects with, mak
ing authenticity her biggest
sirength online today. Her
journey reflects how youmnger
audiences now prefer creators
who teel honest.

The Art of Balanced Conversation

Cenitral Chronkcle News

Balanced communica-
Lion helps people share
opinions respectiully
while understanding
ditferent viewpointy
clearly,

alanced commumication is
B the ability to express your
thoughts clearly  while
respecting the views of others.
It is not abomt proving yourself
right or winming an anument.
It is about creating understand-
iy, building trust, and keeping
comversations  healthy, oven
during disagTeements.
The first step toward bal

anced conmumication s adopt-
ing a learning mindset. Instead
of listening only o reply, lis-
ten to understand. When you
approach a discussion with
curiosity, you become more
open o new ideas and less
likely 1o react defensively.

It 5 ako Important (o
acknowledge the ather per
coit’s . point of view., Simple
words such as *1 wnderstand
what you mean”™ or “That s a
valid concern”™ can make the
other person feel respected.
When people feel heard, they
are more willing to listen W
your side too.

Asking open-ended gues
tions is another wsefn! habir.
Questions like *“How do you

HIGHLIGHT

# Listen, respect, question,
pause, understand, and find
comman ground during
disagreaments.

see this situation?” or "Why do
vou leel that way?™ help you
understand the reason behind
someone’s opinion, They also
keep the conversation calm and
meaningtul,

Emational comtrol plays
major rold in commumnication.
Anger, frustration, or impa-
tience can quickly turn a dis-
cussion into a contlict. Taking
a pause, breathing deeply, and
choosing words carefully can
prevent unnecessary damoge,

Finally, balanced commmumni-
cation grows when both sides
focus on common ground.
Shared goals help people move
from conthict 1o coopeTation.

in ewery conversation,

politeness and respect mal-
ter. When you value another
person’s perspective  while
EXPressing your own, Comimm
mication becomes balanced,
effective, and truly human
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YOUTHCAREER

Dream career pathways

Metflix debuts safe
gaming app for children

|
Metflix has launched 2 new '

kids-focused gaming 2pp \a y

calied “Netfiix Playground.” pg[ﬂun a

expanding Its push into m
interactive entertainment

The app features games

based on popular children's characters ke
Feppa Mg and Sesame Street, siming to create

a safe, engaging space for young users. Netflix
ays the platform is designed o be curated for
parents; ensuring kids are entertained, enriched,
and protecied. It includes parental controls, no
ads, and no in-app purchases. While analysts
remaln cautious about Netflix's gaming growth,
this marks a strong step forwar

HETH|

Vin life s becoming
3 Browing trend
among youth who
lowe freediom and travel. Instead of tradifional
IVINE, Mmany are converting vans nto mini
harmes with beds, kitchens, and storage spaces
This litestyie allows them to travel fresly, work
remotely. and explore new places without fixed
acommaodation costs. Popular on soclal media,
van fife represents mimimalism, agventure. and
independence Young people are sharing their
journays onfinge, inspiring others o choose
oxperiences over possessions and embrace ife
on the road

The Road to Better
Habits’ is a game
changer

Darus Forouxs The Road to
Better Habits explains that
big life changes begin with
smail, corsistent actions
e ook teaches that we
become whal we repealtedly
da, <0 improving dally habits Is key It suggests
first removing bad habits, then adopting

one good habit at a time. Starting should be
etremely £asy, [ike wearing running shoes o
reading ons paragraph. Tracking prograss bullds
motivation, while setbacks should not bresak
consistency, Overall, It is a simpée, practical guioe
10 bullding discipline

Move over malcha, the purple yam beverage s
becoming the latest viral trend among youth
Made from ube, this bright purple drink Is
gatning popllarity In cafas and all-over socizl
media. s eye-catching colour, sweet flavour, and
aesthetic appeal make it perfect for Instagam
anid Reeis, attracting Gen £ and young cale
lovers. Avallable as lattes, shakes, and iced
drinks, 1T blends taste with style. This trendy
beverage s quickly turning into a favourite
choice for a new generation

=g\ ™ BUILD TRUST

- EMPOWER PEOPLE
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BE ACCOUNTABLE
OWN YOUR ACTIONS

SUPPORT FIRST
LEAD WITH CARE

GIVE FEEDBACK
INSPIRE GROWTH

SHOW EMPATHY |
BE HUMAN, ALWAYS T

e |
PROTECT ENERGY
PREVENT BURNOUT

CONNECT DEEPLY

BUILD REAL RELATIONSHIPS

-
|
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BUILD

LEAD WITH

KINDNESS.

LEAD WITH

IMPACT.

GREAT
TEAMS

LEADERS

-

The Quiet Power ofﬁ'ind Leadership

Caniral Chronlcle Hews

Kind leaders inspire Lrust.
CInpower L, :Illl:l creale
workplaces dreiven by com-
(IS

ind leadership is not weak-
K"H:: it Is strength expressed
with wisdom, empathy, and
responsibility. A kind leader does
nol depend on fear or control (o
gt resulte. Instead, such a leader
builds trust, encourages ownor
ship, and creates an environment
where people feel valued, safe,
and motivated to give their best
Une of the most important
qualities of a kind leader is radical
trust. Rather than micromanaging
every task, they give team mem-
bers the freedom to take respon-
sibility and make decisions. This
builds confidence and a sense of

ownership.

A kind leader also practices vul-
nerable accountability. They are
not afraid to admit mistakes or
say, “1 was wrong” This honesty
removes egn from leadership and
teaches the team that acoountabil-
ity is a sign of strength.

Another powerful skill is a sup-
port-first mindset. Instead of only
asking for progress reports, kind
leaders ask, “How ¢an | help?®
More impartantly, they act on the
ATSWOT.

They also create psychological
safety throwgh pemtle but homest
feedback. They comrect mistakes
privately, respecthully, and con-
structively, separating the action
from the persorn.

Kind leaders mmderstand the
value of empathetic checkins.
They support people not only dur-
ing success but also during difficult
days, showing that employees are

HGHLIGHT

¢ Trust, empathy, accountabllity,
support, authenticity, and
protection transform teams Into
nign-performers consistently.

hnmans before they are workers.

They also protect thelr team’s
energy by preveniing burmout,
unnecessary  pressure, and  dis-
tracticms, This helps people stay
focused, balanced, and productive.

Fimally, kind leaders build
authentic  human connections.
They do not hide behind titles or
act like perfect machines. Their
honesty, warmth, and humanity
inspire loyalty and trust.

In today's workplace, kind
ness is not just a soft quality, It is
a leadership advantage that re-
ales stromger leams, better per-
formance, and healthier work cul
fures.
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Sports

Satwik-Chirag reach Thailand
Open f{inal after thriller

Satwik and Chirag battled past Malaysia's Goh and Izzuddin in a pulsating
semifinal to enter their third Thailand Open men’s doubles final.

Press Trust OF India

Indian duo wins 19-21,
10, 2116, reaches
first final this season
afler 82-minute battle.

BANGHOK: India’s star
men’s  doubles  pair
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty pro-
duced a spirited hght-
back to emter the That-
land Open Super 500
final, defeating Malay-
sia’s Goh Sze Fel and
Nur lzzuddin in a grip-
ping semitmal on Satur-
day.

The worid No. 4 Indian
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- Carrying n paper with something

-

written on it motivates e, rellects
iy rrdndsel and helps me manifest
wickets Tor the team.

Alash Singh
150 pacor

Briels

BEST OF THE REST

VILLA SEAL SPOT

Walkins double fires Villa back inlo
Champions League football

BIRMINGHAM: Ollie Watkins struck
twice as Aston Villa defeated Liv-
erpool 4-2 at Villa Park on Fri
day 1o secure Champlons League
football next season. The victory,
coming five days before Villa's
Europa League fimal against Fref-
burg, guaranteed Unal Emery's
side a top-five Premier League

halftime through Morgan Rogers
after a clever corner routine. Vir-
gil van Dijk equalised early in the
second half, vet Villa responded
strongly. Watkins had one effort
ruled out for offside before scos-
ing after Dominik Szoboszlai’s
slip sparked a counterattack. He
added another from close range

! .' i mwl.munm kol

||r

finish. Liverpool started brighter,
but Villa took the lead before

in the 73rd minute, continuing his
fine league form. P
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PRAGG TAMES CHARGE

Praggnanandhaa beats Sindarov

.l ||'|||ILII|||hII:HI

combipation, champions
here in 2019 and 20724,
recovered from o game
down to beat the world

No. 9 Malaysians 1521,
2220, 21116 In a drain-

72 head-to-head record
against Goh and lzaud-
din, but the Malaysians
had beaten them at last
year's India Open. That
made Saturday's encoun-

n”l" I JI[\H IMH |||.| 1“

Opening game.

The second game was
equally tense. Satwik and
Chirag mixed the pace
well and led 10-9 before
the interval. The Malay-

'- =4 | s

as the Malaysians com-
mitted errors. Leadine
11-5, they kept the pres-
sure on and moved to
19-14. Satwik then earmed
five match points with a

irig contest that lasted 82 ter intense from thestart.  sians  levelled  repeat-  croscourt smash before
milnutes, Goh and  Bezoddin edly, but Chirag’s power  Chirag  sealed  victory

Tt was Satwik and Chi-
rag's third final appear-
ance at the USD 500 000

event and thelr first sum-
mit clash of the season.

began sharply, control-
ling the net and mking an
carly lead. Thouegh Satwik
and Chirayg fought back to
55, the Malaysians stayed

helped Indla move ahead
1916, After wasting two
game points, the Indians
showed composure n a
fierce rally at 20-20 and

with a confident finish.
The win marked their
cighth over the Malay-
slan pair and underlined
their ability to stay calm

They will next face either  ahead, leading 11-8 at the  forced a decider when  in pressure  moments.
indonesia's Leo Rolly  break. Chirags errors  lomddin bit wide. After recently speaking
Carnando  and  Daniel  helped them stretch the in the fnal game, about badminton's lim-
Marthin or China's He || advantage to 159, The Satwik took change with ited visibility in India,
Ting and Ren Xiang Yu. Indians narmowed the aggressive smashing. Satwik and Chirag let

The Indians entered gap, but Sarwik's net From 55, the Indians rtheir performance make

the match with a strong

crror gave Malaysia the

won six straight points

the loudest statoment.

Senthilkumar,
Joshna win big
in HCL National

Doubles squash

CHENNAL: Top seeds
Velavan  Senthitkumar
and Joshna Chinappa
produced &  superb
display to dlinch the
mixed doubles title at
the 3rd HCIL National
Doubles Squash Cham-
plonships  here  on
Saturday. The 1op-
seeded pair defeated
the second-seeded duo
of Abhay Singh and
Rathika Seelan 117, 11-9
in a closely fought fimal
at the Indian Squash
Academy, Earlier in the
tournament, both Sent-
hilkumar and Joshna
had also captured the
men's and women's
doubles crowns respec-
tively with their part-
ners. Senthilkumar
teamed up with Abhay
to secure the men’s
doubles title for a third
consecutive year after
beating second seeds
Rahul Baitha and Suraj
kumar Chand [1-8, 1I-5
in the final.,

| RAIN-HIT SEMIFINALS |

lo share Super Classic lead

BUCHAREST: Grandmasier R Pragg
nanandhaa produced a fine win
with black pleces, defeating in-form
Javokhir Sindarov in the second
round of the Super Chess Classic
on Friday, In a game that seemed
headed for a draw after repeated
moves, Praggmumandhaa  stayed

alert and seized his chance, Sindarov
chose an old Italian opening line and
later sactificed a piece, hoping to cre-
ate pressure aminst the black king.
However, Pragimanzandhos defended
accurately, complicated the position
amd gradually consolidated with an
exira plece, M

Ruud storms into Italian
Open final amid rain drama

Press Trust Of Indla

Casper Ruud erushed
Luckno Darderd Lo
etiler hiis Mest Halian
Open final

ROME: Casper Ruud
reached his fhirst Ital
ian Open hnal with a
commanding 61, &1
win over home favour-
ite Luciano Darderi on
Friday, staying com
posed despite a rtain
mterruption of nearly
two hours,

The semitmal was sis
pended when Bud wais
leading 4-1 in the opening
set, but the delay did lit
tle to disturh his rhythm.
Once play resumed on
the red dav ol the Foro
Italico, the Norwegian
controlled the vallies with
consistency, depth and

patience, giving Darder
little roam 1o recovier.

Ruud, a two-time
French Open fnalist,
will face either world
No, | Jannik Sinner or
former No. 1 Daniil
Medvedey In Sunday's
final. Their semifinal
was also affected by rain
and will resume on Sat-
urday, with Sinner lead-
ing 6-2, 57, 4-2.

The Rome tourmament
is the fimal major clay
cowt warm-up  before
thi* French Open begins
in nine days. Ruud, once
ranked world No. 2 and
now No. 25, will retumn
to the top 20 on Monday
after his strong run. He
Has dropped only one set
i Ronme this vear, against
Karen Khachanov in the
quarterfinats.

FACTFILE

¢ Ruud defeated
Darderi &-1, 6-1 after
staying sharp through
rain delay.

s Sinner led Medvedey
In another semitinal
before rain forced
Saturday resumptlion.

Darderi, ranked 20th
and born in Argentina
o a family of ltalion
descent, had fought
throueh demand-
ing matches earlier
in the tournament.
Hle saved four match
points apalnst  Alex-
ander Zverev in the
fourth round and then
won another marathon
quarterfinal agalinst
Rafael Jodar that fin-
ished at 2 a.m.

| MUST-WIN MODE |

It’s like every game is a [mal CSK coach Hussey

Press Trust OF India
LUCKNOW: Chennad
super Kings batiing

coach Michael [ussey
said the team must treat
every  remaining ('L
leapie match as a final
after its defeat to Luc-
know Super Giants left
its playofl hopes uncer:
Eain.

The fwedime cham-
pions are on 12 points

Every mame is like a
final pow, hat we still
beliove we can make il

through,

Michael Hissey
C5K batiing coach

from 13 matches and
now need to win their
fast two games, while
also depending on other

results o stay in the top-
lour race.
(SK were beaten by

8 @

an  already-eliminated
LSG side, with Mitchell
Marsh smashing 90 off
18 halls to help the hosts
chase 188 comiortably on
a pitch offering pace and
bounce.

Hussey said the pres
sure at this stave was not
only on CSK but also on
other teams fezhting for
playoff spots. He added
thit  the uncertainty
made the toumnament

exciting, as several sides
gill had a mathematical
chance to qualify.

The former Austra-
lian batter felt CSK's
batters did well to post
18T i challenging con-
ditions against a strong
pace attack. However,
he admitted the bowl
ers failed to strike
early, allowing Marsh
and josh Inglis to build
maomentum.

INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE

LSG skipper Panl fined Rs 12 lakh for
team’s slow over-rate vs CSK

LUCKNOW: Lucknow
Super Giants skip-
per Rishabh Pant has
been fined Rs 12 lakh
after his team main-
talned a slow over-
rate during their IPL
maich apgainst Chenr
nal Super Kings. 1L5G
beat CSK by seven
wickets on Friday. “As
this was his team's
first offence of the
season under Article
222 of the I’U's Code
of (Conduct, which
pertains © miniomm
over-rate offencoes,
Rishabh Pant was
fimed INR 12 Iakhs”
an [PL media release
stated. Pmi

SUNDAY SUSPEMSE BATTLE
Sooryavanshi faces Starc challenge
in Capilals-Royals must-win clash

NEW DELHI: Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's Sooryovanshi has become the tour

fearless battinr will face a stem
Mitchell Starc examination when
Hmasthan Hoyals meet Delhi Cap
itals in a crucial 1PL clash on Sun:
day. Delhi, with 10 points from 12
games, will be knocked owmt with
another defeat, while Rajasthan, on
12 points from 1l matches, need vie
tory to strengthen their playoff push.

nament’s biggest teenage atraction,
smashing 440 runs at a strike rate of
236.55 with 40 sixes. His hirst appear
ance at Kotla has penerated huoge
excitement.However, Starc’s early
swing and seam could test his tech:
nigue. Delhi’s bigger worry remuins
their weak bowling, with Axar Patel
andl Kuldeep Yadav lacking bite, pn
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RCB out to seal play-off berth,
Punjab Kings to arrest freefall

RCB eve a plavoff berth in Dharamsala, banking on Virat Kohli’s form and Punjab
kings' bowling strugeles amid mounting pressure on Shrevas Iver’s side.,
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SRI pacer 'ralul
Hinge savs [ame
means little with-
ol consistent hard
wiork.

DHARAMSALA: Roval Chal
lengers  Bengalurn would
lock to exploit vulnerabil-
ities of a profligate Punjab
Kings bowling line up to
seqal # play-off berth In the
Indian Premier League
here on Suniday,

In the only day pame
scheduled at the scenic
Dharamsala stadium, the
top draw without an jota
doubt ts Virat Kohli, fresh
off a hundred in the previ:
TERTA TN

A sizenble mmmber of
fans have already made
thelr way up to the moun-
tains from Delbl and Pom-
jab to see the larger than
life Kohli bat in the breath-
taking backdrop of Dhoo
ladhar range. The limited
infrastrocture in place in
the aity is pushed to its fim-
iis.
Defending  champions,
the only team which has
maintatned  consigency
throughout  the  towrna-

Lalaasiyg . onw

il iy Coa

Ryl Chasttengen Bergahunuts, Virs Kahd plays o Shor duning & prxiee sesson

muemit, are clear tvourites
against Pamjab Kings, who
are in a freefall having lost
five games in a row after
being the most dominant
team in the orst half of the
IRImament,

While RCH are sitting
comfortable on the points
table, a sixth loss for Pun-
jab Kings would effectively
shut the playoff door on the
Shreyas lver-led side.

in both the gunes
played here, Punjab Kings
falledd to defend 20 and
200 after failing to contruol
the Last five overs. Tn fact,
they have lost the most the
numbers of games {10) after
posting 200 plus total in
the format's history,

The team needs to refig
its bowling combination
with the lkes of Xavier
arthert and Marco fnsen
Proving expensive throtyi-
out the tomrmament. Arsh-
deep Singh has manoged
to bring his economy raie
under 10 with his frgal
returns in the last game
while Azmatullah (knarzai
made instant impact with
bat and ball in his first
pame of the season.

Vijavkumar Vyshak has
been out of the side and
perhaps the team goes back

to him In search of moch
meeded comvtrol o the mid
die and death overs.

The batting depart-
ment, which has done well
overall, is not firing on all
cylinders in the last few
games bt it is the bowlmng
that has let the team down
repeatidly,

The pitch has offered
seamn movement thus far
and was on the slower side
in the MI-PRKS fixture.

RCR, on other hand,
are playing like a well
ollid machine. Kohli, at 37
years of age, continues o
redfefme consistency, Ty
ing smashed a 60-ball 105
azainst KKR in Haipur.

Their pace department
including  Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and Josh Hazlewood
will enjoy bowling on the
Dharamsaly given the con-
ditions.

“We have plaved well in
the tourmament and | think
everyone came in fhe differ-
ent stage and doing [well]
for the team. | think that’sa
¢real sign. And being at the
top of the table, it's always
a good thing. Good for the
team. And as | said, we are
taking just one game at a
time, one step af a time,”
sithd captain Rajat Patiear.

Litton Das century rescues
Bangladesh on opening day
of 2nd test against Pakistan

Press Trust Of India

Litton Das” com-
posed century lilled
Bangladesh alter
Pakistan’s pacers
struck early hard.

SYLHET: Wicketkeep-
er-batter Litton Das pro
duced a superb rescue
act a5 Bangladesh recov-
ered from a shaky start
to post 278 all out on the
opening day of the sec-
ond and final Test against
Pakistan in Sylhet on Sat-
urday.

Put in o bat after
Pakistan won the 1oss,
Hangladesh were imme-
diately under pressore
when Mohammad Abbas
remmoved Mahmudul
Hasan for a duck with
only the second ball of
the innings. Debutant
Tamzid Hasin  showed
promise with a fluent
26, bt he too fell after
offering 2 return catch to
Abbas.

Pakiston’s pace
attack kept Bangladesh
on the back foot. Khur
ram Shahzad, replacing
Shaheen Shah Afridi,
mpressed with  4-81,
while Abbas retumed
3-45. Hasan Ali, despite
being  streichered off
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» Litton smashed

126 as Bangladesh
recovered from 116-6
to reach 278.

«Pakistan ended day
one safely at 21-0,
tralling Bangladesh by
257.

\§
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after an awkward f&ll
in his st over, came
back strongly to claim
2-49.,
Bangladesh  slipped
to 633 when Mominul
Hague was bowled for 222
Captain Najmul Hossain
Shanto and Mushhiqur
Rabim tried to steady
the innings, but both

h

departed before making
a major Impact. At [16-
6. Bangladesh looked
in danger of collapsing
cheaply.

ldmon  then  took
¢harge with calmness and
authority. He added 60
runs with Taljul lskim for
the seventh wicket and
sradually shifted momen-
mm. After reaching his
half-century off 93 balls,
Litton accelerated beauti
fully, completing his sixth
Test hundred i 135 deliv
eries.

His 126 off 159 balls,
featuring 16 fours and
two sixes, became the
backbone of Bangladesh’s
innings, especally as no
other batter crossed 30.

|ASIAN WEIGHTLIFTING CHAMPIOKSHIPSE]|
India’s medal haul rises to
four as Sanjana claims bronze
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Sanjana lNed
220k Lo win wom-
ci's 77he hronge al
Asian Weightliling
Championships.

GANDHINAGAR: Sumjana
added a fourth medal to
India’s tally at the Asian
Weightlifting Champlon-
ships, clinching bronze
in the women's 77kg cat-
epory here on Saturday,

Sanjana  registered a
total §ift of 220kg (96ke in
snatch and 124kg In clean
and jerk) to findsh third in
a four-Tifter feld.

China’s Guifang Liao
won the gold medal
with a combined effort
of 265kg (HBkg+147ky),
while North Korea's
Kyong  Ryong  Kim
claimed silver with a total
of 260kg (H5ke+ 145kg).

With her podium hn-
ish, Sanjana joined Komal
Kohor (48kg), Gyanesh
wari Yadav (53kg) and
Ajith Narayvana  (T1k),
all of whom have won
bronze medals for India
at the ongoing continen-
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SANJANA
-220KG
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ASIAN WEIGHTLIFTING CH'SHIPS 2026, GUJARAT

tal chompionships.

in the women's BGkg
category, the  other
Indian in action, Vanshita
Verma, fmished fourth
with a total Rt of 20k

She maonaged Y95kg in
snatch and 125k in clean
and jerk.

China's Cuiting Peng
secured the gold medal
with & total lift of Z7T0kg.

Veer Ahlawat
and Saptak
Talwar miss
the cut

GIRONA: India’s Veer
Ahlawat and Saptak Tal
war endured disappoint-
ment af the Challenge de
Catalunya as both golfers
missed the halfway cut.
Ahlawat  produced a
strong  second-round
Tesponse, carding a
bogey-free four-under 69
aller an openming even
par 7. However, his
two-round total of four
under was still one shot
short of the cat, which
was set at five-under par.
Talwar had a difficul
start to the tournament
with an opening 86, He
improved  considerably
I the second round,
shooting one-under 71,
but the recovery was not
enough to keep him in
contenitlon.  Meanwhile,
Christofer  Bloomstrand
of Sweden surged nto
the lead with the day's
best score, an cight
under 64. The 14-year
old moved to Llunder
overall after roumnds of 67
and 64. Bloomstrand's
Impressive round
included six birdies and
an eagle, helping Tm
open a tworstroke lead
over the field.

Press Trust OF India

A Muodi's recinz-
nition has hoosted
Marijme and Tndia’s
vinen's hockey Lean,

NEW DELHE Indian wom-
en’s hockey chief coach

IMOTIVATION FOR HOCKEY |

PM Modi’s support motivates Indian
women’s hockey team: Coach Marijne

Sjoerd  Marijne sald he
felt honowred and grate-
ful after Irime Minister
Narendra Modi  praised
his role in shaping the
ieam's progress  dur
ing an address to the
Indian community in The
Hague.

PM Modl highlighted

the contribution of Dutch
coaches to Indian hockey
and credited Marijne for
playing 2 key role in the
women's team's Tise, He
dlso urped fans to sup
port India at the upcom-
ing FIH Hockey World
Cup, to be held in the
Netherlands and Belgium

From August 15 1o 30,

Morime sald  he
recelved a video of the
PM's speech and felt
deeply encournged by
the recognition. He
added that the praise
does not create pressure,
but motivates the team to
perform better,

Parul runs 2nd career-best
time in 3000m steeplechase

to finish 7th in Shanghai DL

SHANGHAL Natlonal record holder Parul Chaodhary
ran her second career-best 3000m steeplechase mce
to finksh seventh In the season-opening Diamond
League meeting here on Satorday, The 3hyear-old
Parul clocked 9 minutes 12.84 seconds in a quality
field. Uganda's 2021 Tokyo Olvmpic champion Peruth
Chemutal won the title in 8:51.47 as world champion
Faith Cherotich of Kenya hmished just 0.00 behind
im B:5048. Tunisia's Marwa Bouravani was third in
B:58.08. Ethiopia’s Kena Tufa was the fourth com-
petitor to run sub-9 mimite, clocking 8:50.66 for a
fourth-place finish. This was Parul’s season-open-
ing race and first after the World Championships in
September 2025 in Tokyo, where she had filed to
make it to the final round. Her national record stands
at 9:12.46 which she clocked in 2025, She also holds
the S000m national record. Parul had won a 3000m
steeplechase silver and 5000m gold in the Hangzhou

Asian Camees in 2023,
o8 @1
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Putin to visit Xi Jinping after

Trump’s Be

L

1jing

Lrip

Russian President Viadimir Putin will embark on a two-day trip to Beijing on May
19-20 lo meet with Chinese leader Xi Jinping,

Press Trost OF India

MOSCOW: Russian Presi
dent Viadimir Potin will
meet with Chinese leader
Xi Jinping on a two-day
trip to Befjing next week,
the Kremlin sald Saturday,

The announcement
comes less than 24 hours
after US President Donald
Trump finiched his own
state visit to China, where
ne also met X1 o discuss
trade and the USlsrael
war In Iran. In a stote-

ment, the Kreemlin said
that Putin’s trip, planned
for May 19-20, had been
scheduled to  coincde
with the 25th anniversary
of the 2001 Sino-Hussian
Treaty of Friendship. It
<aid that the two leaders
would discuss bilateral
relations as well as “key
international and regional
lwsnes”  and  economic
cooperation.  Relations
betwesn China and Russia
have deepened in recent
years, partcularly since

the start of Russia's full-s
cale imvasion of Ukraine
in early 2022, which left

IGHLIGHT

+ The announcement
follows US President
Donald Trump's state
visit to China and
colncides with the 25th
anniversary of the
Sinc-Russian Treaty of
Friendship

Moscow shunned on the
#lobal stage and heavily
refiant on Bedjing for trade
due o Western sanctions.
When Purin visited Ching

m September 2005, Xi
welcomed his  counter
part as an “old [riepd”
tutin also addressed Xi as
“dear mend.” The Rossian
leader is also scheduled (o
visit Ching for the Asis-Pa-
cihe Economic Coopera
tion summit in the city of
Shenzhen in November.
Ukraine repatriated the
bodies of Bllen soldiers
on  Saturday  following
an earlier exchange with
Moscow Involving prison-
ers of war.

Pope to visit
France in
September

ROME: Pope Leo XIV is
adding another irip o
his already busy 2004
travel schedule, making
a four-day visit to France
at the end of September
that also includes a visit
to the UN culture apency.

The Vatican conhrined
Saturday the Septem:
ber 25-28 trip, which
will be Leo’s fourth for-
eign voyage of the vear:
Leo made a day trip to
Monaco in March, visited
four African nations in
April and is due to visit
Spain and the Canary
Islands in June.

Press Trest Of Indla

Four Halian divers

are feared dead and
missing inside an
underwaler cave in the
Maldives” Vasvu Aol

COLOMBO: [Dlivers in the
Maldives searched Satur-
day for four Italian div-
ers believed dead deep
inside an  underwater
cave after rough weather
repeatedly hampered the
effort the previous day,

MALDIVES DIVE ACCIDENT

Maldives divers search for 4
missing Italians in underwater cave

e

Malkdives  Presidential
Spokesman  Mohammed
Hussain Sharee! sald that
the searchers have pre-

pared a plan based on
their projress exploring
the cave on Friday. ltaly’s
Farelgn Minkstry sald ear-

FACTFILE

» Maldives search
teams are navigating
rough weather to
explore the 50-meter-
deep cave, with

one body already
recovered.

lier that the dive group
are befieved to died while
exploring a cave at a
depth of about 50 metres
in Vaavu Atoll on Thurs-
day,

Islamic Stale group

leader was killed in
a poinl LS-Nlrerian
s i,

Donaid Trump
LS President

Briels
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As Netanvahu spotlights Israel's lies o UAE,
its rulers prefer Lo be discreel

R, 3N - W e R R T

JERUSALEM: The tight relationship
between lsrael and the United Arab
Emirates is typically managed dis:
creefly. But this week, It was throst
into the open, illuminating tenstons
underlying the allkmee as the Iran war
embroils the entire reglon.

The US Ambassador to lsmael, Mike
Huckabee, frst brought attention o
the stremythening ties between lsmel
and the LAE by revealing that lsrael
had sent Iron Dame air-defence weap-
ons and persomnel 0 operate them
o help protect the UAE from lranian
attacks. Then, Isracli rime Minister
Bemamin Netanyahu said he had qui
etly visited the UAE during the war,
prompting a hasty public denial from
the Gulf nation. As Netanyahu and the
Trump administration ballvhoo thelr
allinnces as part ol an effort to bolster
the region's anti-tran Bctions, the Gulf
states prefer to downplay these part-
nerships — a sien of how public ties 1o
fsrael remain deeply controversial in
the resion. Netanyahu's decision o
reveal his wartime trip to Abu Dhabi
rocked the boat, particularly coming

after Huckibee confmmed military
cooperation between the two coun-
tries. Reports swirled that lsmaels
security chiels had also visited.

The UAE's official WAM news
agency posted an article denying
“reparts clrenlating™ about the visit.
The agency wrote that the country’s
relations with Israel *are public and
conducted within the framewaork
of the wellknown amd officially
declared Abmaham Accords, and
are not based on non-fransparent
or unofficial arrangements” The
report also demied any Israeli mili
tary delegation was received in the
LAE.

“It complicates Abu Dhabi's war
time-frame posture by forcing it into
the open - which Is why the denial
wis Issued so quickly and worded
50 carefully,” sald Hesham Alshan-
nam, a Saudl Arabia-based scholar
at the Malcolm H. Kerr Carnegie
Middle East Center. Though the UAE
normalised relatlons with fsrael in
2020, its rulers like to keep the alli-
dance somewhal quiet. pT
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