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LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh is set
to begin construction on two
major highway stretches under
its proposed North-South Corri-
dor project. The initiative aims
to strengthen connectivity
between districts along the Indo-
Nepal border and southern Uttar
Pradesh.

The North-South project is the
first of its kind in the state. Most
previous highway developments
were planned along east-west
routes. The first corridor to get
the go-ahead is the 220-km
Kushinagar–Deoria–Dohrighat–
Ghazipur–Zamania route. The
second is the 295-km Pipri (Indo-
Nepal border)–Bansi–Prayagraj
stretch. The Kushinagar-Zama-
nia project was sanctioned in the
financial year 2025-26, while the
Pipri-Prayagraj stretch is sched-
uled for 2026-27.

“The Kushinagar-Zamania
stretch of 220 kilometres has 163
kilometres of national highway/
expressway (Purvanchal
Expressway). Of the remaining
57 kilometres, a 3.75-km four-
lane road already exists and a
53.25-km four-lane stretch was
sanctioned last year,” said AK
Dubey, chief engineer, UP PWD,
headquarters-I.

“Work will begin with land

acquisition before the road con-
struction begins. Funds have
been sanctioned by the govern-
ment for the projects,” Dubey
said. The Pipri (India-Nepal bor-
der)-Bansi-Siddharthnagar-
Prayagraj stretch has 187.6 km of
expressway/national highway.
Of the remaining 107.40 km, a
9.40-km road was sanctioned
last year. For the remaining 98
km (Tanda-Surahupur), 30 km is
proposed this year.

The Kushinagar-Zamania
route covers 220 km, including
35 km from Kushinagar-Deoria,
22 km from Deoria-Dohrighat,
83 km from Dohrighat-Ghazipur
and 80 km from Ghazipur-Vara-
nasi. The last two stretches are
functional while the PWD will
propose the Kushinagar-Deoria
and Deoria-Dohrighat stretches.

The Pipri to Prayagraj via
Bansi (Siddharthnagar) corridor
will intersect the Shamli-Gor-
akhpur Expressway, Purvanchal
Expressway and Vindhyan
Expressway. 

In May 2025, the state govern-
ment asked officials to plan a
North-South corridor focusing
on connectivity from districts
located on the Nepal border to
districts in the southern parts of
the state. The other stretches
include the 262-km Ikauna
(Shrawasti) to Prayagraj via Ayo-
dhya and Sultanpur, divided into
four parts, the 502-km Lakhim-
pur-Sitapur-Nawabganj-Banda
route, including seven segments,
the 547-km Bareilly to Lalitpur
via Agra and Jhansi, the 514-km
Mustafabad (Pilibhit Tiger

Reserve) to Harpalpur via Shah-
jahanpur and Orai route.

The Lakhimpur-Sitapur and
Unnao-Choudagra stretches are
already four-lane, while the
remaining sections are to be pro-
posed. The Bareilly-Kasganj-
Agra stretch (216 km) will
undergo construction and
upgradation, while the Agra-
Jhansi (234 km) and Jhansi-La-
litpur (97 km) stretches are
already four-lane.

The Munder-Farrukhabad-
Orai stretch will have two seg-
ments of 92 km and 125 km via
the proposed Farrukhabad Link
between the Ganga Expressway
and Agra-Lucknow Expressway
and via the Bundelkhand
Expressway. The Orai-Rath (54
km) and Rath-Harpalpur (45
km) stretches are already four-
lane.
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LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh
Real Estate Regulatory Authority
(UP RERA) has launched an
online complaint mechanism on
its portal against promoters and
developers charging illegal
transfer fees.

Allottees can now file grievan-
ces through Form-M on the offi-
cial UP RERA portal. The move
follows the 10th Amendment to
the UP RERA General Regula-
tions, 2019, which caps the maxi-
mum transfer and processing
fees promoters can charge for
allotment transfer or succession.

Under amended Regulation
47(C), promoters cannot execute
a new or amended sale/lease
agreement with successors. Only
necessary endorsement will be
made in the existing agreement
and records will be updated. 

Real estate stakeholders have
welcomed the move, saying it
will strengthen compliance with
the Real Estate (Regulation &
Development) Act and better
protect homebuyer interests in
the state.

Succession after 
allottee’s death
Successor must submit the allot-
tee’s original death certificate,
succession certificate from com-
petent authority, and NOC from
other surviving legal heirs. Maxi-
mum Rs 1,000 processing fee for
transfer to another family mem-
ber, while for transferring to
non-family member the maxi-
mum processing fee will be Rs
25,000. The amendment came
into effect from the date of its
publication on the UP RERA’s
website.
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LUCKNOW: Taking strong excep-
tion to the consistent violation of
its guidelines regarding the pro-
tocol to be accorded to MPs and
legislators, the Uttar Pradesh
government has reminded its
officers and employees to stand
up to welcome public represent-
atives respectfully when they
meet officers for a public cause,
offer them water, listen atten-
tively, and act.

Chief secretary SP Goyal sent
yet another reminder through a
government order dated May 7,
2026 in this regard to all addi-
tional chief secretaries, principal
secretaries, secretaries, the DGP,
divisional commissioners and
district magistrates.

“...the state government is

consistently getting information
about violation of guidelines for
protocol. Such issues are being
raised by the members in the
House (state legislature), before
the speaker/chairman and par-
liamentary monitoring commit-
tee. This reflects on violation of
guidelines for protocol and such
a situation is extremely deplora-
ble,” he said, listing 15 govern-
ment orders that were sent to
the officers between 2017 and
February 2026.

Drawing attention to the state
government’s earlier directives,
Goyal said, “Whenever the MPs
and legislators meet, the officers/
employees will stand up and
welcome the public representa-
tives with respect and offer
water. The officers will atten-
tively listen to and resolve the
issues raised by the public repre-
sentatives during discussions
and see them off with respect.”

He also reminded the officers
that due protocol should be fol-
lowed and their mobile number
should be saved to ensure that
the call of public representatives
is attended or the officers call
them back if busy in a meeting.

The issues raised by the MPs/leg-
islators on the phone should also
be qualitatively resolved as per
directives issued earlier, he said.

He asked the officers to
ensure no violation of protocol
guidelines; otherwise, strict dis-
ciplinary action, as per rules,
would be taken.

He referred to the position of
public representatives in the
subsidiary warrant of prece-
dence and said the state govern-
ment has time and again also
reminded the officers that the
violation of guidelines for proto-

col would invite action under the
provisions of Rule 3(2) of the
Uttar Pradesh State Employees
Conduct Rules 1956.

Chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath had reviewed the situation
earlier and held a video confer-
encing with officers, asking
them to ensure that the state
government’s orders in this
regard are followed. The state
government’s directives, how-
ever, appear to be falling on deaf
ears. 

 Vidhan Sabha speaker Satish
Mahana said such GOs have
been issued on many occasions
earlier too. He said issuance of
such GOs appears only an ‘eye-
wash’ and called for clarity
about the action taken against
the officers/employees for violat-
ing the protocol and earlier
directives.

Uttar Pradesh BJP vice-presi-
dent and MLC Vijay Pathak said
he has worked as the chairman
of the privileges committee and
that violation of protocol
amounted to breach of privilege.
He said such GOs would not be
needed if the officers followed
the protocol guidelines.
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LUCKNOW: As the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party’s (BJP) national leader-
ship is expected to shift its atten-
tion to Uttar Pradesh after the
swearing-in of the new govern-
ment in West Bengal on Satur-
day, the party’s state unit is
heading toward what could be a
significant political reset before
the 2027 assembly elections.

Organisational changes, a
cabinet reshuffle and appoint-
ments to vacant posts in com-
missions and corporations are
all on the cards and may follow
in quick succession very soon,
offering the party perhaps the
last major opportunity to recali-
brate its caste, regional and gen-
der equations ahead of the high-
stakes electoral battle.

“Once the government is in
place in West Bengal, top Central
leaders will be focusing on UP
where organisational changes, a
Cabinet expansion and filling the
posts in various corporations
and boards are pending though
broad homework on all the three
fronts has already been done,” a

senior minister in the Yogi Adity-
anth government said.

Party sources indicated that
the long-awaited Cabinet reshuf-
fle in the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment could take place any
time between May 10 and 15.
Nearly half-a-dozen names are
doing the rounds for possible
induction or change in responsi-
bilities.

The reshuffle is expected to go
beyond mere administrative
adjustments and carry a strong
political message. The BJP lead-
ership is learnt to be assessing
representation across caste
groups, regions and communi-
ties in the backdrop of changing
political equations after the Lok
Sabha elections that saw cracks
in the BJP’s social coalition 

The exercise assumes signifi-
cance as the BJP attempts to
consolidate support among sec-
tions where it is perceived to
have suffered erosion or where
rival parties are aggressively
expanding their social base.

One or two women may be
made minister, while giving pre-
sentations to Brahmin, Jat, Gur-
jar, Kurmi, Pasi, Pal, and Valmiki

communities across the regions.
While the induction of former
UP BJP president Bhupendra
Chaudhary is being seen as a
foregone conclusion, other
names in circulation include
Manoj Pandey, Ashok Katariya,
Krishna Paswan, and Pooja Pal.

The organisational restructur-
ing in the state unit is also likely
to run parallel to the Cabinet
exercise.

Several posts in the party
organisation have remained
under discussion for months,
while a number of commissions,
boards and corporations are yet
to be filled. Together, these
appointments are expected to
provide the leadership an oppor-
tunity to accommodate leaders
from diverse social and regional
backgrounds while balancing
internal aspirations.

Political observers say the
exercise related to all the three
areas could particularly focus on
strengthening the BJP’s outreach
among OBCs, Dalits and non-
dominant caste groups, besides
ensuring better regional repre-
sentation from areas under or
not represented.
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LUCKNOW: Samajwadi Party (SP)
president Akhilesh Yadav on Fri-
day alleged massive rigging dur-
ing the recently-concluded West
Bengal polls.

“The issue is no longer merely
safeguarding the electoral proc-
ess, it is about saving the nation
itself,” he alleged in a statement.
Yadav alleged that the country
has ‘fallen into the wrong hands’
— forces he described as funda-
mentally opposed to the Consti-
tution, democracy, reservation,
liberty, equality and unity.

Yadav accused these elements
of undermining the dignity of
women, and the rights of the
youth, farmers, labourers, and
the underprivileged sections.
“BJP members and their associ-
ates were adversaries of the
nation even before independ-
ence, and they remain so to this
day,” the SP chief alleged.

Describing the current
moment as decisive, he called
upon society to unite against
what he termed “anti-national,
negative forces”. Yadav urged cit-
izens to come together “to defeat
these forces once and for all, to
save the country.”
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