
will help care for the passengers.
The medical school also has a

special unit for treating people
with highly infectious diseases
that was used early in the pan-

HANTAVIRUS SCARE

US REJECTS IRAN TERMS
to and from them.
Britain and France are send-

ing vessels to the region and are
leading efforts to create an
international coalition to secure
the strait after a peace deal is
reached.
The two countries will also

host a multinational meeting of
defense ministers from more
than 40 nations on Tuesday to
discuss military plans to restore
trade flows through the strait.
But French President Emma-

nuel Macron insisted his coun-
try had “never envisaged” a
naval deployment in Hormuz,
but rather a security mission
“coordinated with Iran”, after
Tehran warned the two coun-
tries would face a “decisive and
immediate response” if their
ships were deployed to the
strait. 
- ‘Restraint over’ -
As diplomatic momentum

appeared to dwindle, fresh
drone attacks in the Gulf on
Sunday rattled the ceasefire.
The United Arab Emirates

said its air defenses intercepted
a drone attack launched from
Iran, while Kuwait reported
“hostile drones” in its airspace.
Qatar’s defense ministry also

said a freighter arriving in its
waters from Abu Dhabi was hit
by a drone.
In a social media post on Sun-

day, the spokesman for the Ira-
nian parliament’s national secu-
rity commission warned Wash-
ington: “Our restraint is over as
of today.” 
“Any attack on our vessels

will trigger a strong and deci-
sive Iranian response against
American ships and bases,”
Ebrahim Rezaei said.

MAU: BJP and SP workers got
into a scuffle during the inaugu-
ration ceremony of the new
Doharighat-Aunrihar MEMU
train service in Uttar Pradesh’s
Mau district on Monday.
Police and Railway Protection

Force personnel had to intervene
and deploy additional force after
the situation escalated at Doha-

righat railway station where the
programme began around 2 pm.
State Energy Minister A K

Sharma was present on the stage
during the event when SP MP
from Ghosi constituency Rajeev
Rai arrived at the venue with
hundreds of supporters.
Workers from both Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) and Samaj-

wadi Party (SP) started raising
slogans against each other, with
both parties blaming the other
for the disruptions. SP support-
ers alleged that BJP workers had
been creating disturbances at the
venue since around 2.30 pm,
while BJP leaders accused SP
workers of attempting to disrupt
the programme. PTI

BJP, SP workers clash during 
inauguration of MEMU train 

vehicle, which was used for
obstruct the car of Chandra-
nath Rath before the attack,”
said a police officer.
During investigation, police

found that the car had blocked
Rath’s SUV and at the same
time, two motorcycles stopped
on either side of the vehicle and
the riders opened fire at Rath
and his driver. However, while
verifying ownership details of
the seized vehicles, investiga-
tors found the registration
numbers had been forged.
“One of the arrested persons

from Bihar whose mobile and
UPI numbers were used to pay
toll digitally instead of using
cash or FASTag, and other
vehicle related transactions
between Dhanbad and Howrah
was found during investigation.
Srivastava provided them shel-
ter after they came from West
Bengal,” said an official famil-
iar with the matter.
The police further said dur-

ing their interrogation both
revealed the name of several
persons who had hired them,
arranged the and ordered them
to deliver it to Howrah. STF
was searching for more per-
sons of Bihar involved in pro-
viding logistic support.
Police said a crucial lead

emerged from UPI transaction
made at Bally toll plaza in
Howrah. CCTV footage from
the toll plaza captured images
of the vehicle and its occu-
pants, providing investigators
with a key breakthrough in the
case.
Buxar SP Subham Arya con-

firmed that the West Bengal
police team carried out raids in
Buxar, detained some suspects
and brought took for interroga-
tion.
Chandranath Rath was on

his way home when he was
shot dead at point-blank range
on May 6, between 10 and 10:10
pm inside his car near Doharia
crossing in Madhyamgram of
North 24 Parganas district.
Rath was seated in the front
passenger seat of his Mahindra
Scorpio, less than 200 meters
away from his house. 
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BENGAL CLEARS LAND 
FOR BORDER FENCING

demic for Covid-19 patients and
previously for Ebola patients.
The WHO recommended

close monitoring of the former
passengers, and many countries
quarantined them. Earlier, offi-
cials from the Spanish health
ministry, the WHO and the
cruise company Oceanwide
Expeditions had said none of the
more than 140 people who were
then on the Hondius had shown
symptoms of the virus.
All of the passengers were

escorted Sunday from the ship to
shore by personnel in full-body
protective gear and breathing
masks. The planes arriving in
Tenerife were to fly out passen-
gers from more than 20 coun-
tries in an evacuation effort that
was running into Monday.
Three people have died since

the outbreak began, and five
people who left the ship earlier
were infected.
WHO director-general Tedros

Adhanom Ghebreyesus has
stressed that the general public
should not be worried about the
outbreak. “This is not another
Covid. And the risk to the public
is low. So they shouldn’t be
scared, and they shouldn’t
panic,” he said Sunday.
Hantavirus usually spreads

from rodent droppings and is
not easily transmitted between
people. But the Andes virus
detected in the cruise ship out-
break may be able to spread
between people in rare cases.
Symptoms usually show
between one and eight weeks
after exposure.
WHO is recommending that

passengers’ home countries
“have active monitoring and fol-
low-up, which means daily
health checks, either at home or
in a specialised facility,” said
Maria van Kerkhove, the organi-
sation’s top epidemiologist.
Many countries have said

their people will be quarantined
or hospitalised for observation.
Australia is sending a plane,
expected to arrive Monday, to
evacuate its people and those
from nearby countries, such as
New Zealand, and unspecified
Asian countries, said Spanish
health minister Monica García.

NEW DELHI: The transforma-
tion of Uttar Pradesh is not just
a change in administration; it is
a profound shift in identity. For
decades, the state was synony-
mous with lawlessness, a place
where the shadow of the mafia
loomed larger than the reach of
the law.
Addressing the CII Annual

Business Summit 2026 in New
Delhi, Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath recalled a chilling anec-
dote that captures the journey
from the “One District, One
Mafia” era to “One District, One
Product,” launched in 2018, a
flagship programme promoting
unique local crafts and indus-
tries across 75 districts to boost
rural employment, create
industrial hubs, and enhance
exports.
During a time when orga-

nised crime dictated the pace of
life, even the highest symbols
of justice were not spared. In
Prayagraj, the convoy of a Chief
Justice was once halted on the
road, forced to wait while a
local mafia don’s motorcade
swept past. It was only after
that mafia leader’s encounter
that the Chief Justice person-
ally shared this story, high-
lighting a time when criminals
held more sway than the con-
stitution.
“In Uttar Pradesh, we have

been able to bring significant
reforms. Earlier, people used to
hesitate in associating with UP,
but the situation has changed
now,” he said.
Praising Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi, Yogi Adityanath
said the country has seen
remarkable growth under his
leadership, and the focus has
shifted toward using technol-
ogy to empower the margina-
lised.
By leveraging Direct Benefit

Transfer (DBT), the state has
eliminated middlemen, ensur-

ing that every rupee intended
for the poor reaches their bank
accounts directly. This digital
revolution has turned technol-
ogy into a shield for the com-
mon citizen against corruption.
“Technology has been used

effectively for the welfare of
common people, including
direct transfer of benefits
through DBT,” he said.
The “Ease of Doing Business”

rankings tell the story of a state
that refused to stay stagnant.
Once languishing at 13th or
14th place, Uttar Pradesh has
climbed to the top ranks. This
shift is so pronounced that
even industrialists from states
like Bengal are seeking a new
home in UP, with approxi-
mately 7,000 industries having
migrated to the state.
Highlighting the state’s

progress, the Chief Minister
said, “There was a time when
UP ranked 13th or 14th in ease
of doing business, but today it
holds the top position. Some
industrialists in Bengal told us
they wanted to migrate to UP.
Around 7,000 industries have
migrated to Uttar Pradesh.”
Speaking on the role of

industries in economic devel-
opment, Yogi Adityanath said,
“In today’s context, no country
can ignore its industrialists.
Economic growth is directly
linked to employment. Regions
that ignored industries eventu-
ally became poor.”
Referring to the significance

of the day, he said, “Today is an
important day as it marks the
‘punar pratishtha’ of Somnath
Jyotirlinga. Former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee had
also demonstrated India’s
nuclear strength to the world
on this day.”
He added, “Those who pos-

sess strength and capability
also have the right to compas-
sion.”  ANI

Yogi showcases UP 
journey from mafia 
raj to industrial hub
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