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Vijayan era ends 
with LDF defeat
Press Trust Of India

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
may come to be seen 
as a defining moment 
in Kerala’s political his-
tory, marking not just 
the defeat of the CPI(M)-
led LDF but also a turn-
ing point for Pinarayi 
Vijayan, one of the state’s 
most dominant leaders.

After 16 years at the 
helm of the CPI(M), fol-
lowed by two consecu-
tive terms as CM, his long 
run of authority ended 
in a decisive electoral 
setback. Vijayan, 81, rose 
from a modest, working-
class background to lead 
Kerala at a time when his 
party, the CPI(M), was 
itself transitioning away 
from its older leadership 
mould, marking a gen-
erational and social shift 
within the organisation.

Over the years, he 
grew into an unques-
tioned centre of author-
ity, running both the 
party and the govern-
ment with a firm, cen-

tralised grip that defined 
his tenure as CM over the 
past decade.

He first became CM 
in 2016 and went on to 
secure a second consec-
utive term in 2021, an 
achievement that set him 
apart in Kerala’s political 
history. Known as a firm 
and disciplined leader, 
he built a reputation as 
a tough organiser during 
his long tenure as CPI(M) 
state secretary.

In 2026, Vijayan once 
again led the Left into the 
Assembly election, seek-
ing a rare third consecu-
tive term. But this time, 
the tide turned, with the 
CPI(M)-led alliance los-
ing ground, including in 
several of its traditional 
strongholds in Kannur, 
his home district.

Vijayan himself faced 
a tough contest in his 
home turf of Dharma-
dam, often trailing dur-
ing the counting. For 
many observers, the 
result marked a sharp 
political shift after a 
decade of his leadership.

Often described as a 
“tough communist with 
a firm administrative 
grip”, Vijayan played a 
central role in pushing 
through several major 
infrastructure projects 
that were once consid-
ered difficult to imple-
ment in the state.

These included the 
execution of the ambi-
tious GAIL gas pipeline, 
the completion of a key 
phase of the long-de-
layed Vizhinjam Interna-
tional Seaport project.

AI-powered tools BENGALURU: Amazon India announced that Great Summer Sale 2026 will go live 
from 12:00 AM on 8th May, bringing together a wide selection of curated AI 

products across categories including smartphones, fashion, beauty, home, kitchen, large appliances, groceries, 
everyday essentials and more. Customers can look forward to exciting new launches and deals, along with latest 
products from popular brands such as Samsung, Apple, OnePlus, Dell, Haier, Nike, Mokobara, among others.


