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Forty years after John
Abraham made Amma Ari-
yan, one of the remarkable
independent �lms to come
out of Kerala, a 4K restora-
tion of the �lm is set to be
premiered at the Cannes
Film Festival. The �lm with
a cult following, restored
by the not-for-pro�t organ-
isation Film Heritage Foun-
dation (FHF) is the only In-
dian feature �lm selected
for world premiere at the
festival this year. The pre-
miere is scheduled on May
16.

John, who began work-
ing on the �lm based on a
sliver of an idea based on
the suicides of persons as-
sociated with the Naxalite
movement, followed an al-
ternative method of pro-
duction and distribution
with his friends at the
Odessa Film Collective.
The collective staged street
plays and screened �lms to

collect voluntary contribu-
tions from the public to
make the �lm. Although it
was never released in the
theatres, the �lm has ac-
quired a cult following over
the years.

Shivendra Singh Dun-
garpur, director, Film Her-
itage Foundation, told The
Hindu that his memories of
Amma Ariyan goes back to
his student days at the Film
and Television Institute of
India (FTII), where legen-
dary archivist P.K. Nair
used to show the �lm to

the students. “He used to
tell us beautiful stories
about John. At the insti-
tute, it was one of my fa-
vourite �lms. The restora-
tion was challenging as we
had no original camera ne-
gative to work with. The
whole process, from
searching out the last sur-
viving unsubtitled print
from the National Archives
to identifying the copyright
holder at the Odessa col-
lective to restoring the
print took close to 5-6
years, with the restoration

work alone taking two
years,” he says. After initial
conservation work in In-
dia, restoration was car-
ried out at L’Immagine Ri-
trovata at Bologna and
Digital Film Restore Private
Limited.The Film Heritage
Foundation’s restorations
of Aravindan’s Thamp, Ari-
bam Syam Sharma’s Isha-
nou, Shyam Benegal’s
Manthan, Satyajit Ray’s
Aranyer Din Ratri and Su-
mitra Peries’s Gehenu La-
mai were premiered at
Cannes over the past �ve
years.

Amma Ariyan’s editor
Bina Paul, who was closely
involved in the restoration
work, especially in secur-
ing permissions from the
collective, says that it is a
�lm that needs to be seen
widely by the younger gen-
eration. “When I watched
the �lm after a long time, I
realised that it has a time-
less quality and stands the
test of time. All the debates
that are very current had

already been looked at in
Amma Ariyan’s form, espe-
cially the use of documen-
tary elements. When it
comes to Cannes, John will
also �nally get the de-
served recognition and the
�lm will be available to ma-
ny more people,” says Ms.
Paul, who will be among
the presenters of the �lm
in Cannes.

Cinematographer Venu,
who shot the �lm, is glad
that the restoration team
retained the original rug-
gedness of the �lm, from
the rough tone and grain to
the uneven exposures.

Gerald Duchaussoy,
Head of Cannes Classics
states, has conveyed to the
FHF that Amma Ariyan is
one of the best �lms the
festival has received this
year. He said he was blown
away by the intensity
which spread throughout
the �lm, the camera move-
ments, the black and white
imagery and the political
atmosphere. 

John Abraham’s cult classic Amma Ariyan’s
restored version to premiere at Cannes
S.R. Praveen
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Restored version of John Abraham’s Amma Ariyan.
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SATURDAY, MAY. 09

RISE 06:05 SET 18:37

RISE 00:09 SET 12:01

SUNDAY, MAY. 10

RISE 06:05 SET 18:38

RISE 00:52 SET 12:50

MONDAY, MAY. 11

RISE 06:05 SET 18:38

RISE 01:33 SET 13:40

Despite disruptions in
�ight operations in the
wake of the West Asia con-
�ict, Cochin International
Airport Limited (CIAL)
achieved nearly 10%
growth in cargo operations
during the 2025-26 �scal,
claimed the agency.

During the period, CIAL
handled 72,178 metric
tonnes of cargo, of which
nearly 76% comprised in-
ternational cargo, a growth
of around 10% compared
to the previous year. Con-
sequently, revenue from
the cargo segment rose to
₹52.84 crore, said a
communication.

The increase in cargo
volumes was due to the
higher movement of per-
ishables, pharmaceuticals,
industrial consignments,
and e-commerce ship-
ments, it said.

CIAL also launched a
Dedicated Trucking Centre
to streamline landside car-

go movement and improve
logistics e�ciency. The fa-
cility includes dedicated
parking and movement
zones for long-haul and
short-haul cargo trucks,
along with separate park-
ing facilities and driver
amenities to support
round-the-clock cargo op-
erations, it said.

With the expansion of
the Export Cargo Ware-
house, the airport’s annual
export cargo handling ca-
pacity has now increased
to 1,25,000 metric tonnes.

The airport currently
operates cargo warehous-
ing facilities spread across
approximately 2.5 lakh

square feet, handling a ma-
jor share of Kerala’s air
freight movement.

The communication
noted that nearly 60% of
the State’s air cargo tra�c
was routed through CIAL.

The agency also han-
dled 11 non-scheduled car-
go freighter operations
connecting Kochi with Gulf
destinations during March–
April 2026 to export of per-
ishables and essential com-
modities including vegeta-
bles, fruits, garments,
cardamom and related
produce to Gulf markets,
according to a statement is-
sued by CIAL managing di-
rector S. Suhas.

CIAL registers 10% growth 
in cargo movement 
The Hindu Bureau
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The airport currently operates cargo warehousing facilities spread

across approximately 2.5 lakh square feet. FILE PHOTO

The Kunnathunad police
have arrested three per-
sons, suspected to be part
of an organ tra�cking net-
work, for allegedly forging
documents relating to or-
gan donation in two relat-
ed cases. Three others are
absconding.

The arrested are Sunny
Varghese, 56, of Kizhak-
kambalam and his wife Si-
ni Varghese, 50, and Sanoj
K.P., 32 of Pattimattom.
Najeeb Kallatra and Rash-
eeda, both from Peringala,
and one Asif are
absconding.

The police registered
the cases suo motu based
on a tip-o�. According to
the FIRs, the accused
forged letterheads of two
major hospitals in Ernaku-
lam, including the name
and seal of doctors as well
as blank letterheads in the
name of outgoing Uduma
MLA C.H. Kunhambu and
a�davits in the name of
Ernakulam MP Hibi Eden.

The accused have been
charged with forgery un-
der Sections 336 and 340
of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita. 

The arrests were made
after six teams, led by Dis-
trict Police Chief (Ernaku-
lam rural) K.S. Sudarshan,
held raids in multiple
locations.

Three held 
for allegedly
forging
documents for
organ donation
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