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Parts of Kerala are likely to
experience widespread
heavy rainfall, especially in
southern Kerala, over the
next few days as atmos-
pheric conditions change.
The strengthening of pre-
monsoon-like conditions is
expected to trigger wides-
pread rainfall across the
State, although intense
spells of rain are likely only
in the second half of the
month.

According to a weather
bulletin issued by the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) on Thursday,
an upper air cyclonic circu-
lation formed over the
southeast Arabian Sea and
adjoining Lakshadweep o�
the south Kerala coast, ex-
tending up to 1.5 km above
mean sea level. In addi-
tion, a trough/wind discon-
tinuity now runs from this
cyclonic circulation to
southwest Madhya Pra-
desh across interior Karna-
taka and Maharashtra at

0.9 km above mean sea
level.

The system is expected
to power isolated heavy
rainfall in southern Kerala
in the coming days. A yel-
low alert has been issued
for Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam, Pathanamthitta,
and Kannur on Friday,
warning of rains in the

range of 64.5 mm to 115.5
mm in 24 hours. As many
as nine districts in south-
ern and central Kerala are
put on yellow alert on Sa-
turday and seven districts
on Sunday.

Meanwhile, parts of Ker-
ala also started to record
heavy rainfall. Koyilandy in
Kozhikode recorded the

highest rainfall of 100 mm
during the last 24 hours
ending at 8.30 a.m. on
Thursday, followed by
Thattathumala in Thiruva-
nanthapuram with 80 mm,
Vellanikkara in Thrissur,
Taliparamba in Kannur,
and the Malampuzha dam
area in Palakkad with 70
mm each.

More rain ahead; yellow alert issued
for four districts in State today
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Heavy damage: Electric poles and trees lie uprooted following downpour and strong winds at 

Vidya Nagar Street in Ancheri, near Thrissur, on Wednesday night. K.K. NAJEEB

I
n the wake of a rise in
incidents of road vehi-
cles dashing through

or getting trapped inside
closed railway level cross-
ing gates, the Railway Pro-
tection Force (RPF), Thiru-
vananthapuram Division,
has decided to enforce
strict measures to stop
such dangerous violations
that put the lives of road
users, railway sta�, and
thousands of train passen-
gers at risk.

The increasing number
of such incidents has be-
come a matter of serious
concern for Railways. Dur-
ing 2025, a total of 104 rail-
way level crossing gate
dash incidents were re-
ported in the Thiruvanan-
thapuram Railway Division
and 27 such incidents have
been reported so far this
year.

To reduce the growing
number of such incidents,
the RPF, Thiruvananthapu-
ram Division, in coordina-
tion with all departments
concerned, especially the
Motor Vehicles depart-
ment, has intensi�ed ac-
tion against motorists vio-
lating safety rules at
railway level crossings.

A circular has been is-

sued by the State Tran-
sport Commissioner, warn-
ing of strict action against
drivers involved in railway
level crossing gate dash in-
cidents. 

The circular was issued
following intervention by
the RPF seeking strong ac-
tion against o�enders
whose reckless behavior
endangers railway opera-
tions and public safety. Un-
der the provisions of the
Motor Vehicles Act, licens-
ing authorities have been
instructed to initiate sus-
pension of driving licence
of o�enders based on re-
ports received from rail-
way authorities.

Recovering damages 
Drivers who ignore warn-
ing signals, attempt to
cross the level crossings af-
ter closure of gates or forci-
bly break through railway
gates will also face criminal
proceedings and recovery
of damages caused to rail-

way property, said a state-
ment issued by Railways
on Thursday. 

Every gate dash incident
a�ects train operations
and causes avoidable de-
lays to trains carrying thou-
sands of passengers daily.
After such incidents, trains
are often delayed until rail-
way sta� inspect tracks,
signalling systems, gates,
and other safety equip-
ment to ensure safe train
movement. 

Major accidents
More importantly, such
reckless acts can lead to
major accidents, derail-
ments, serious injuries,
and loss of human life.
Analysis of the incidents
shows that most violations
happen due to rash driv-
ing, speeding near level
crossings, impatience, and
attempts to cross after
warning signals are given
or gates are closed, said
Railways. The road users
are advised to stop the veh-
icle immediately when
warning signals are given
or when the gate starts
closing. Never attempt to
cross the level crossing
while the gate is closing or
after it is closed. Similarly,
vehicles should start mov-
ing only after the gate is ful-
ly opened.

Gate dashing at level
crossings: Railways
warn of stern action 
Every gate dash incident a�ects rail operations and causes avoidable

delays to trains, besides putting the lives of road users at risk

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Licensing authorities
instructed to initiate
suspension of driving
licence of o�enders
based on reports
received from
railway authorities

The Southern Railway will
operate special train ser-
vices between Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Velankanni.
Train No. 06031 Thiruva-
nanthapuram North-Velan-
kanni Express Special will
leave Thiruvananthapu-
ram North at 11 a.m. on
Wednesdays (May 13, 20,
and 27) and reach Velan-

kanni at 3 a.m. the next
day. Train no. 06032 Velan-
kanni–Thiruvananthapu-
ram Central Express Spe-
cial will leave Velankanni
at 12.45 p.m. on Thursdays
(May 14, 21, and 28) and
reach Thiruvananthapu-
ram Central at 5.45 a.m.
the next day. The train will
have, among others, two 2-
tier ACs, two 3-tier ACs,
three 3-tier AC economy,
and six sleeper coaches.

Summer special 
train to Velankanni 

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

District-level plans will be
prepared to expedite in-
spections and issue no-ob-
jection certi�cates (NOCs)
to schools on the �tness of
their buildings before
schools reopen in Kerala
next month.

Directions have been gi-
ven through District Col-
lectors for easing the pro-
cess of issuing NOCs by the
departments concerned to
schools in a district.

There may be 800 to
1,000 schools under the
General Education depart-
ment in a district and de-
partments such as Fire and
Rescue Services and Forest
will have to examine the
schools before issuing
NOCs, o�cials said.

Nodal o�cers
District Collectors are con-
vening meetings of heads
of departments in the dis-
tricts in this connection.
Nodal o�cers will be ap-
pointed at the district level
to make safety precautions
and the inspections more
e�ective. They will coordi-
nate with the General Edu-
cation, Health, Fire and
Rescue Services, Public
Works, Motor Vehicles,
and Local Self-government
departments in this
regard.

E�orts are on to com-
plete the inspections in all
schools ahead of the rains,
o�cials said. Schools have
to apply to the depart-
ments for getting the
NOCs. 

School head teachers
too have to attest to school
safety in order to get �t-
ness certi�cate for school
buildings from the Local
Self-government
departments.

O�cials said though
some departments lacked
sta� to inspect such a large
number of schools, they
had promised that schools
would be covered.

A meeting of education
o�cers too has been
chaired by the Additional
Director of General
Education.

Instructions have been
issued to expedite mainte-
nance of old structures.
School buildings that are in
disuse should be complete-
ly closed o� to children.
Wells and drinking water
tanks should be chlorinat-
ed. 

Weeds and under-
growth should be cleared
and it should be ensured
that they are free of rep-
tiles. Electrical wiring
should be inspected. Trees
and branches should be re-
moved if they pose threat
to safety. Fitness of school
buses should be ensured.

District-level plans to
speed up inspections
for school �tness 

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The alleged back-to-back
suicides by engineering
students have prompted
the authorities of the Co-
chin University of Science
and Technology (Cusat) to
step up mental support
systems and aid for those
in distress.

They have �nalised a
multi-pronged approach to
address the issue intensive-
ly from the new academic
year. The initial plans dis-
cussed include appoint-
ment of additional coun-
sellors, improved
teacher-student interac-
tions, and con�dence-
building programmes for
students.

Two students of the
School of Engineering
were found dead in sepa-
rate incidents at their rent-
ed accommodation over
the past two weeks. Preli-
minary probe by the Kala-
massery police had sug-
gested that both had been
struggling with backlogs
and mental stress.

Senior varsity o�cials
termed the incidents as
“unfortunate” while point-
ing out that remedial mea-
sures to reduce anxiety
and improve the con�-
dence of the learners
would be strengthened.
Counselling by profession-

ally trained personnel will
be extended to them. If re-
quired, counsellors will be
appointed at the Cochin
University College of Engi-
neering, Kuttanad. A meet-
ing of the association of pa-
rents and teachers will be
convened every two
months to involve parents
and brief them about such
initiatives, they said.

Special focus will be gi-
ven to improving the men-
tal well-being of students
by assuring them the all-
round support of faculty
members and the varsity
administration. In hostels,
wardens and support sta�
have been told to engage
with students to identify
their grievances better.
Counsellors will attend the
�rst general body meeting
of hostel residents con-
vened in the new academic
year to instil con�dence
among them and assure
them support in tackling
di�cult situations.

A 21-year-old student of
BTech Electrical and Elec-
tronics programme was
found dead in his rented
house on April 22. On April
30, a fourth year Civil Engi-
neering student and a resi-
dent of Puthuvype was
found dead in her rented
accommodation.

Suicide prevention hel-
pline: DISHA - 1056,
0471-2552056

Cusat strengthens
steps to help students
tackle mental stress

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The State Human Rights
Commission (SHRC) has di-
rected the government to
ensure that police person-
nel with criminal back-
grounds are denied pro-
motions in public interest.

SHRC judicial member
K. Baijunath called for the
introduction of modern
and scienti�c training
methods to enhance the
credibility and e�ciency of
the police force.

He asked the Home Se-
cretary to examine corrup-
tion within the force, un-
scienti�c promotion
practices, and de�ciencies
in training, and to imple-
ment appropriate policy
reforms.

The directive came in
response to a complaint
that inadequate training
was leading police and pri-
son personnel to engage in
suspicious activities.

‘Growing corruption’
In his complaint, Suresh K.
Guptan alleged that pro-
motions to the rank of as-
sistant sub-inspector (ASI)
were contributing to grow-
ing corruption and crimi-
nal tendencies within the
force. A report submitted
by the Malappuram Depu-
ty Superintendent of Pol-
ice said that police person-
nel had been instructed to
maintain decorum in their
interactions with the pu-
blic, said Mr. Baijunath.

Don’t promote
police o�cers
with criminal
background,
says SHRC

The Hindu Bureau
MALAPPURAM

A sessions court here con-
victed �ve Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) [CPI
(M)] workers in a case relat-
ed to the attempted
murder of a Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh (BMS) leader
after trespassing on his
house premises and attack-
ing him with deadly wea-
pons. The accused were
sentences to 14 years’ im-
prisonment and imposed a
�ne of ₹2.55 lakh each. The
accused attempted to mur-
der K. Ramesan, 53, BMS
area secretary, with wea-
pons. The convicted are
P.K. Shibin, 35, K.P. Shi-
mith, 34, K.T. Jimesh, 43, P.
Vineesh, 33, and K. Ri-
mesh, 34.

Five CPI(M)
workers given
prison term 

The Hindu Bureau
KANNUR
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A
s the United Demo-
cratic Front begins
the process of

forming its new cabinet af-
ter the 2026 elections, at-
tention has now shifted to
Kottayam district and its
positioning in the evolving
power-sharing equation.

Early indications sug-
gest that Kottayam could
be rewarded with as many
as four ministerial berths
with the names of senior
Congress leader Thiruvan-
choor Radhakrishnan,

Puthuppally MLA Chandy
Oommen, Kerala Congress
( Joseph) leader Mons Jo-
seph from Kaduthuruthy,
and Pala MLA-elect Mani C.
Kappen doing the rounds

Among them, Mr. Rad-
hakrishnan appears to be
the most secure bet for a
Cabinet berth. 

Seasoned hand
A seasoned hand with
prior experience in han-
dling key portfolios in ear-
lier UDF governments, he
is also being projected in
some quarters as a possi-
ble Speaker candidate.

Mr. Oommen, mean-
while, enters the frame
with a di�erent kind of pol-
itical capital. His record-
breaking majority and the
legacy of his father, former
Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy, have streng-
thened his visibility within
the party.

Foregone conclusion
“His elevation to the cabi-
net is not a foregone con-
clusion, with Congress in-
ternal calculations
suggesting that the party
may be constrained to
around 12 ministerial posts

Statewide. This makes a se-
cond berth from Kottayam
a sensitive call.’’, noted a
senior Congress leader.

Within the coalition
partners, Mr. Mons Joseph
has emerged as the near-
con�rmed entrant from
Kerala Congress ( Joseph). 

As the senior-most lead-
er of his party and now its
parliamentary party lead-
er, his position in the cabi-
net appears all but sealed.
His elevation was formally
endorsed in a meeting held
at party chairman P. J. Jo-
seph’s residence in Thodu-
puzha the other day.

The most uncertain case
remains that of Mani C.
Kappen. 

Smaller allies
Despite his electoral suc-
cess and strong local pre-
sence in Pala, his entry in-
to the ministry hinges on
whether the UDF decides
to accommodate smaller
allies with single-MLA re-
presentation. 

His inclusion was earlier
hinted at during the cam-
paign trail, with Leader of
the Opposition V. D. Sath-
eesan assuring that Mr.
Kappen would be part of

the Cabinet if the alliance
returned to power.

The district’s nine-out-
of-nine clean sweep is be-
ing projected as a de�ning
contribution to the UDF’s
victory, in turn, streng-
thening its claim for higher
representation in the Cabi-
net. 

Previous Cabinets
The district also held sig-
ni�cant sway in the pre-
vious Cabinets formed by
the Congress-led coalition,
with leaders holding key
portfolios such as �nance,
home and revenue.

Kottayam aims for four seats in new Cabinet
Names of Congress leaders Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan, Chandy Oommen, Kerala Congress leader Mons Joseph, and Pala MLA-elect 

Mani C. Kappen doing the rounds. District’s nine-out-of-nine clean sweep is being projected as a de�ning contribution to the UDF’s victory

The Hindu Bureau
KOTTAYAM

Daily bread

Toiling on: Agricultural workers drying harvested paddy at Mathur in Palakkad in scorching sun. K.K. MUSTAFAH

Former CPI(M) leader G
Sudhakaran, who won the
Assembly election from
Ambalappuzha as a UDF-
backed Independent can-
didate, on Thursday
slammed Left leaders for
targeting him over his late
brother Bhuvaneswaran,
who is considered a martyr
by the party. G Bhuvanes-
waran, an SFI activist, was
killed in campus violence
at NSS College, Pandalam,
in 1977. Mr. Sudhakaran, af-
ter his election victory, had
on Wednesday paid tribute
at the martyr’s memorial at
Charummoodu in Alap-
puzha district. 

CPI(M) local leaders
reacted against the move,
alleging that Mr. Sudhaka-
ran had "betrayed" his
brother by contesting
against the CPI(M) as a
UDF-backed Independent
candidate. 

During poll campaign
The issue had also been
raised during the election
campaign.

Responding to reporters
at his residence on Thurs-
day, Mr. Sudhakaran react-
ed sharply to the criticism.

"What right do they
have to say this? Should
they say such things in the
name of Bhuvaneswaran?
If they criticise people for
paying tribute to a martyr,
who are they trying to
fool?" he asked. He claimed

that the CPI(M) lost votes
by raising the issue of Bhu-
vaneswaran during the
election campaign.

Built by family
Mr. Sudhakaran also said
the martyr’s memorial was
built by the family and not
by the party, and added
that the land for it was pro-
vided by the Cashew Work-
ers’ Union.

"If they play politics in
the name of Bhuvaneswa-
ran, the existence of the
party in Mavelikara will be
damaged. Even now, the
party’s votes have come
down from 35,000 to
15,000," he claimed.

Mr. Sudhakaran also
reacted angrily to repor-
ters for repeatedly raising
questions about
Bhuvaneswaran.

On the chief ministerial
candidate, he said the mat-
ter has to be decided by
the Congress leadership
and that his opinion had
not been sought.

"I will be thankful to the
Congress for the support.
Why should they ask my
opinion? They will make a
decision on it," he said.

Mr. Sudhakaran, who
was associated with the
CPI(M) for over six de-
cades, had served as MLA
and minister. He later de-
cided not to renew his par-
ty membership, alleging
disrespect from the district
leadership and attacks
against him on social me-
dia.

Sudhakaran slams
remarks on homage
at brother’s memorial

Press Trust of India
ALAPPUZHA

After the famous Munnar
eviction drive in 2007, the
district administration has
completed another major
eviction drive at Pooppara
in Idukki on Thursday.

According to o�cials,
the process was carried
out in accordance with a
Kerala High Court order.
The district administra-
tion removed 88 construc-
tions, including 29 houses,
three religious institu-
tions, and 56 commercial
establishments built on
encroached land on the ri-
verbed of the Panniyar
river.

Devikulam Subcollector
V.M. Arya con�rmed that
the drive followed judicial
directives. “The eviction
process is almost com-
plete, and debris removal
will be �nished soon,” Ms.
Arya said.

The Santhanpara pan-
chayat secretary had pre-
viously issued a notice to
families living on en-

croached land, directing
them to vacate within 24
hours. Once the notice pe-
riod expired, the district
administration began the
eviction at 6 a.m. on
Thursday.

Led by Collector
The operation was led by
District Collector Dinesh-
an Cheruvatt, Ms. Arya,
and the Deputy Superin-

tendent of Police, support-
ed by 500 police person-
nel and Fire and Rescue
Services units from Mun-
nar and Rajakkad. Though
the local families protest-
ed against the drive initial-
ly, the administration pro-
ceeded with the
demolition.

The legal battle that led
to the demolition began in
2022 when some indivi-

duals approached the
High Court regarding two
illegal constructions on
the banks of the Panniyar
river.

The building owners
then pointed out that
numerous large-scale con-
structions existed in the
area. 

In response, the court
directed the Revenue de-
partment to submit a re-

port. An amicus curiae ap-
pointed by the court
submitted �ndings on ille-
gal structures on the
riverbed.

Court directive
Based on these reports,
the court ordered the Re-
venue department in De-
cember 2023 to take ac-
tion within six weeks.
Following delays, the High
Court issued an order in
January 2024. In February
2024, the district adminis-
tration took over the com-
mercial buildings while al-
lowing families to live in
their houses temporarily.
Although some vendors
�led an appeal in the Su-
preme Court, the apex
court upheld the High
Court’s decision, leading
to Thursday’s massive
eviction.

“The panchayat found
that only 12 families, who
have no land or house, are
eligible for rehabilitation.
The government will take
steps to rehabilitate these
12 families,” he said.

“The government can-
not compensate those
who carried out illegal
construction on public
land, but we will ensure
support for the eligible,”
said Mr. Cheruvatt. 

The Collector further
noted that the government
would investigate whether
any lapses occurred on the
part of panchayat o�cials
who allowed the construc-
tions to proceed. 

“If lapses are found,
strict action will be taken.
Furthermore, the cost of
the demolition will be re-
covered from the building
owners,” he said.

The Collector said the
reclaimed land would be
used for the rejuvenation
of the Panniyar river. “Al-
lowing constructions in-
side the riverbed leads to
major disasters, similar to
the �oods in Koottar, near
Nedumkandam, in 2025.
The district administra-
tion will continue to take
strict action against illegal
encroachments,” said Mr.
Cheruvatt.

88 buildings on encroached land demolished in Idukki
The Hindu Bureau
IDUKKI

Scooping away: Encroachments at Pooppara, Idukki, being demolished on Thursday. 

Actor Siddique has come
out in support of Congress
leader V.D. Satheesan be-
coming the next Chief Mi-
nister of Kerala.

In a Facebook post, Mr.
Siddique said that while he
was delighted by the victo-
ry of the Congress-led Unit-
ed Democratic Front (UDF)
in the recent Assembly
elections, he was con-
cerned about the internal
tussle within the party ov-

er the Chief Minister’s
post.

He said that although
strong Opposition to out-
going Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan and his “anti-
people” policies had con-
tributed to the Congress
victory, another major fac-
tor was the public’s con�-
dence in Mr. Satheesan’s
leadership.

Public expectation
Mr. Siddique noted that
Mr. Satheesan had con�-
dently predicted that the

UDF would win more than
100 seats and had re-
mained �rm in his posi-
tions without seeking the
support of community
leaders or yielding to pres-
sure. He said the public ex-
pectation that Mr. Sathee-
san should become the
next Chief Minister should
not be undermined by
power struggles or group
politics within the party.

Mr. Siddique further
said that no one else
should be elevated to the
post, adding that such a

move would neither be tol-
erated nor forgotten. He
said it was di�cult to ima-
gine anyone other than Mr.
Satheesan as Chief Minis-
ter, “not even Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.”

He also urged the Con-
gress leadership to take in-
to account not only the
views of party leaders but
also the sentiments of or-
dinary people before mak-
ing a decision, warning
that any backlash could be
more serious than antici-
pated.

Actor plumps for Satheesan as CM

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A 40-year-old woman from
Arattupuzha, Alappuzha,
who was recently diag-
nosed with primary
amoebic meningoence-
phalitis (PAM) remains in
stable condition, according
to health authorities. 

Health o�cials said the
woman is undergoing
treatment in Government
Medical College Hospital,
Thiruvananthapuram. The
woman, who was under
treatment for stroke, test-
ed her blood samples as
part of a routine check-up,
said a health o�cial at
Arattupuzha panchayat. 

“She tested positive and
has been in the hospital for
the past two days. Her con-
dition is stable. She has no
symptoms of the disease
and is responsive to our
queries. There is no cause
of panic,” said the o�cial. 

According to Health

Standing Committee chair-
person of the panchayat
Syam Kumar, urgent pre-
cautionary measures are
being carried out in all the
18 wards of the panchayat. 

Visits waterbody
Samples taken from the
nearby waterbodies have
been sent for investigation,
he added. The woman has
no history of swimming be-
cause of her medical con-
dition. However, she had
visited Sambranikodi, Kol-
lam, recently, said health
o�cials. “She visited the
waterbody during Vishu.
Although she didn’t bathe
there, she had stepped into
it,” said an o�cial. 

A total of 100 con�rmed
cases of amoebic menin-
goencephalitis have been
reported from the State till
May 5 this year while 20
deaths have been reported
this year. Four cases and
three deaths have been re-
ported this month.

Alappuzha native
diagnosed with
amoebic brain fever 

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI
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KOZHIKODE

FRIDAY, MAY. 08

RISE 06:06 SET 18:41

RISE 00:00 SET 11:10

SATURDAY, MAY. 09

RISE 06:05 SET 18:41

RISE 00:14 SET 12:01

SUNDAY, MAY. 10

RISE 06:05 SET 18:41

RISE 00:56 SET 12:51
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.45 HRS)

Forecast for Friday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe.

Thunderstorm with lightning & gusty winds likely at isolated places

over Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Odisha,

Andhra Pradesh, Lakshadweep and Andaman & Nicobar Islands
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ...................30......32.4...... 22.0 Kozhikode .......................38......33.8...... 25.2

Ahmedabad............. —......43.2...... 27.8 Kurnool ........................... —......40.5...... 28.2

Aizawl .....................9.8......28.7...... 17.4 Lucknow..........................12......29.5...... 18.0

Allahabad ................ —......33.6...... 22.2 Madurai ........................... —......34.5...... 24.6

Bengaluru................ —......32.5...... 22.5 Mangaluru....................... —......30.6...... 26.6

Bhopal ..................... —......39.0...... 23.2 Mumbai ........................... —......34.4...... 26.7

Bhubaneswar .......... —......36.7...... 26.4 Mysuru............................. —......34.2...... 21.8

Chandigarh.............. —......30.2...... 22.0 New Delhi........................ —......33.6...... 23.8

Chennai ................... —......37.1...... 28.5 Patna...............................19......32.6...... 19.6

Coimbatore ...............5......33.4...... 22.6 Port Blair ........................0.2......32.5...... 26.8

Dehradun................. —......29.3...... 18.2 Puducherry ..................... —......34.2...... 27.2

Gangtok .....................3......17.2...... 13.1 Pune ................................ —......40.9...... 26.0

Goa........................... —......36.2...... 26.5 Raipur.............................. —......39.2...... 24.4

Guwahati ...................2......32.8...... 21.0 Ranchi ...............................4......32.6...... 19.0

Hubballi ................... —......35.0...... 23.0 Shillong .............................6......22.0...... 12.5

Hyderabad............... —......36.8...... 26.3 Shimla ...............................†......24.5...... 14.2

Imphal .......................1......29.5...... 19.8 Srinagar........................... —......27.9...... 11.0

Jaipur ...................... —......40.4...... 26.1 Thiruvananthapuram ............8......34.1...... 25.0

Kochi..........................7......31.4...... 25.0 Tiruchi ............................. —......36.8...... 26.6

Kohima .................... —......22.0...... 13.0 Vijayawada...................... —......36.4...... 27.4

Kolkata ....................18......32.2...... 23.2 Visakhapatnam................ —......35.1...... 27.1

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Sri

Ganganagar, Rajasthan

recorded an overall air

quality index (AQI) score

of 301 indicating an

unhealthy level of

pollution. In contrast,

Naharlagun, Arunachal

Pradesh recorded a

healthy AQI score of 24

Ahmedabad ..... .82 ..68 ...3 ...140 ...188 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .16 ..19 .50 .....42 ...106 ......*

Chennai............ .17 ..10 .16 .....31 ....40 ......*

Delhi ................. .36 ....8 .48 ...195 ...156 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .16 ..14 .35 .....66 ....89 ......*

Kolkata............. .13 ..27 .34 .....74 ....63 ......*

Lucknow........... .12 ....9 .39 ...108 ....67 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...2 ....9 .68 .....73 ...112 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..30 123 .....64 ...106 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...9 ..47 .11 .....35 ....86 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

R
iding high on its
2026 election per-
formance, the Ker-

ala Congress under P. J. Jo-
seph has entered the
post-poll negotiation table
with �rm demands for Ca-
binet representation. The
party has staked claim for
two Ministerial berths and
the post of Chief Whip in
the incoming United De-
mocratic Front (UDF) Cabi-
net. 

After nearly a decade on
the margins of power since
2016, the Kerala Congress
has staged a decisive re-
turn, contesting eight seats
and securing seven in Kera-

la. Meeting at the party
chairman’s residence in
Thodupuzha, the newly
elected legislators decided
that the party would press
for two key ministerial
portfolios. 

“As the third largest
partner in the front, we are

entitled to two ministerial
posts. We have seven mem-
bers in the House and a
strong mandate. Naturally,
we deserve fair representa-
tion in the Cabinet,” said
Apu John Joseph, who won
from Thodupuzha. Senior
leader Mons Joseph was

elected parliamentary par-
ty leader in the Assembly,
while Thomas Unniyadan
of Irinjalakuda was named
deputy leader. Mr. Apu was
chosen party whip, Shibu
Thekkumpuram legislative
party secretary, and Reji
Cherian treasurer. 

“If the League gets �ve
posts, the Kerala Congress
should get two. We repre-
sent a signi�cant section of
the Christian community,
and the Church extended
strong support to the UDF
in this election,” a senior
leader noted. In the pre-
vious UDF ministry as well,
the Kerala Congress had
held two ministerial posts
along with the Chief Whip
position.

Kerala Congress drives hard
bargain after electoral revival

The Kerala Congress, under chairperson P.J. Joseph, centre, said it

deserves ‘fair representation’ in the Cabinet. FILE PHOTO

Party has staked claim for two Ministerial berths and the post of Chief Whip in the incoming UDF

Cabinet; the argument is based on strong presence of Christian community and Church’s support

The Hindu Bureau

KOTTAYAM

Several allies of the DMK
on Thursday said Tamil Na-
du Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar should
invite TVK president C. Jo-
seph Vijay to form the go-
vernment, as his party has
emerged as the single-lar-
gest in the recent Assembly
election.

In a statement, CPI State
secretary M. Veerapandian
said that since there was
no majority for any single
party or alliance, and the
TVK had emerged as the
single-largest party by win-
ning 108 seats, Mr. Vijay
had met the Governor,
staking claim to form a go-
vernment. It was unfair to
ask him to prove his major-
ity immediately, he said,
adding that Mr. Vijay
should be given adequate
time to do so on the �oor
of the House.

‘Respect Constitution’
Mr. Veerapandian also said
the Supreme Court had, in
S.R. Bommai vs Union of
India and many other cas-
es, said enough time
should be given to the lead-
er of the single-largest par-
ty to prove its majority.
The Governor should res-
pect the Constitution and
act accordingly, he added.

P. Shanmugam, State se-
cretary of the CPI(M), said
the Governor should invite
Mr. Vijay to form the go-
vernment, as no other pol-
itical party had staked a
claim to do so.

In a statement, he said
the people of Tamil Nadu
had not granted a majority

to any alliance in the elec-
tion, but had elected the
TVK as the single-largest
party with 108 seats. “Mr.
Vijay alone has staked a
claim to form the govern-
ment. But the BJP is using
the Governor and taking a
stand against the Constitu-
tion. That is why the Go-
vernor is delaying the op-
portunity for Mr. Vijay to
form the government,” he
alleged.

Meanwhile, MDMK gen-
eral secretary Vaiko said
DMK president M.K. Sta-
lin’s stand that the DMK
would not block the TVK
from forming the govern-
ment was “most excellent,
laudable and timely, and
demonstrates his
statesmanship”.

MNM president Kamal
Haasan said the verdict in
the 2026 Tamil Nadu As-
sembly election was un-
precedented, as no party
had been given the man-
date to form the govern-
ment on its own. “My
brother, Mr. Stalin, has said
that we respect the peo-
ple’s verdict, and that we
will function as a responsi-
ble Opposition. I respect
his political maturity. Now,
those holding constitution-
al responsibility must also
ful�l their duty...,” he said.

TNCC to protest
Tamil Nadu Congress Com-
mittee president K. Selva-
perunthagai announced a
Statewide protest at all the
district headquarters on
Friday.

Earlier, TVK leaders
reached out to the VCK and
the two Communist par-
ties, seeking their support.

DMK’s allies urge
Governor to invite
Vijay to form govt.
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CHENNAI

Tension erupted in Karim-
nagar town in Telangana
after BJP cadre vandalised
the camp o�ce of Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) MLA
Gangula Kamalakar, and
made a vain bid to attack
BRS MLA from Huzurabad
P. Kaushik Reddy in the
town on Thursday.

The furious BJP cadre,
armed with sticks, stormed

the camp o�ce to protest
against what they termed
as “unwarranted and dero-
gatory remarks” by Mr.
Reddy against Union Minis-
ter of State for Home Af-
fairs Bandi Sajay during a
press conference held at
the camp o�ce earlier in
the day.

Mr. Reddy had accused
Mr. Sanjay of using tobacco
mixed with drugs and
dared him to undergo a
drug test. The remarks trig-

gered a violent protest by
the BJP workers, who went
berserk, ransacking the of-
�ce furniture and smash-
ing the window panes of
Mr. Reddy’s car.

The angry BJP cadre al-
so attempted to attack Mr.
Reddy, who was inside the
conference hall of the
camp o�ce, where he ad-
dressed a press conference
earlier in the day.

Even as the police
locked the main entrance

gate of the camp o�ce, the
protesters tried to scale the
gate. As tension mounted,
the police dispersed the ag-
itators by resorting to mild
laticharge. A video of the
incident went viral on so-
cial media, triggering a war
of words between the lead-
ers of the BRS and the BJP
over the issue. The local
BRS leaders �led a police
complaint against several
BJP workers, including two
municipal corporators.

BJP cadre ransack BRS MLA’s camp
o�ce over ‘derogatory remarks’
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