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Nearly 50 people lost their
lives on railway tracks
crossing three districts in
central Kerala in the �rst
four months of the year, ac-
cording to o�cial �gures
highlighting gaps in safety
measures and awareness.

As per the data, 48 peo-
ple were killed on the
stretch between Cherthala
station in Alappuzha and
Vallathol Nagar in Thrissur
till April 28. The fatalities
include both accidents and
suicide cases, o�cial sourc-
es said. A total of 242
deaths were reported from
the same stretch in 2025.

Of the 48 deaths this
year, 20 took place on
tracks between Kalamas-
sery and Irinjalakuda,
while 17 occurred on lines
connecting Irinjalakuda
with Vallathol Nagar. Only
two deaths happened on
the stretch from Cherthala
to Ernakulam Junction
(South) and nine between
Ernakulam South and Kala-
massery. The data shows
that tracks between Kala-
massery and Vallathol Na-
gar continue to account for
higher number of fatalities,
with the stretch witnessing
182 deaths last year. Sourc-

es with railway enforce-
ment agencies cited a large
number of illegal pedes-
trian crossing points and a
lack of safety awareness as
reasons for the higher num-
ber of deaths reported from
the stretch covering largely
rural areas. Stretches cross-
ing paddy �elds end up be-
ing killing �elds, with ped-
estrians �nding no space to
step out of the tracks even if
they notice a train moving
towards them, the sources
said. 

The repeated fatal acci-
dents have prompted both
the Railway Protection
Force (RPF) and the Go-
vernment Railway Police to
enhance safety measures
and awareness drives. Ef-
forts, sources said, were on
to bring down the number

of fatalities by barricading
illegal entry points. The en-
try points beneath both
sides of the Ernakulam
North overbridge and one
under the South bridge
have already been closed,
while the RPF has identi-
�ed other vulnerable loca-
tions. 

“The most important
precaution is to avoid walk-
ing over the tracks. E�orts
are on to barricade illegal
pedestrian entry points,
besides conducting fre-
quent awareness drives. At
some points, we have even
conducted demonstrations
using life-size dummies to
sensitise people about the
risks in crossing or walking
over the tracks,” Binoy An-
tony, Inspector, RPF, Ernak-
ulam South, said.

Nearly 50 died on railway
tracks between Alappuzha
and Thrissur this year
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Cause for concern: The repeated fatal accidents have prompted

both the Railway Protection Force and the Government Railway

Police to enhance safety measures and awareness drives along
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A
total of 2,567 out of
21,472 wards in Ker-
ala have been iden-

ti�ed as the most drought-
a�ected, with Kasaragod
and Thiruvananthapuram
districts topping the list,
according to a recent study.

The report, based on a
comprehensive survey
across wards and pan-
chayats, found that 24.74%
of wards in Kasaragod and
22.01% in Thiruvananthap-
uram are facing severe wa-
ter stress.

The survey was jointly
conducted by the Centre
for Water Resources Deve-
lopment and Management
(CWRDM), the Kerala For-
est Research Institute, and
the Institute of Climate
Change Studies under the
project titled ‘Identi�ca-
tion of water stress hot-
spots in Kerala’, and was
funded by the Kerala State
Council for Science, Tech-
nology and Environment.
The study covered all dis-
tricts in 2024, except Palak-
kad. The report will serve
as one of the baselines for
future water stress assess-

ments in the State, scien-
tists said.

Excessive groundwater
extraction for irrigation
and saltwater intrusion
were reported in Kasara-
god district. Kannur faces
similar issues, with ground-
water depletion emerging
as a major concern, accord-
ing to the report.

Highland areas expe-
rience low water pressure
and limited supply. Mean-
while, in Wayanad, a lack
of water sources, delays in
pipeline approvals, and
poor distribution networks
have worsened the situa-

tion, particularly in tribal
areas where residents often
depend on poor-quality
water. Malappuram also re-
ported inadequate distri-
bution systems and an un-
reliable municipal water
supply in certain regions.

According to K. Naveen,
project lead and scientist at
CWRDM, the summer
months remain the most
critical period. Local bo-
dies must ensure proper
water distribution plan-
ning during this time. He
said that e�ective water
distribution at the pan-
chayat level could help mi-

tigate water stress.
“Prolonged heat stress

conditions during summer
may lead to a sharp decline
in water availability from
water sources due to high-
er evaporation, reduced
rainfall, and increased wa-
ter usage. Surface water bo-
dies such as streams and
ponds have also seen de-
clining trends, worsening
water scarcity. In districts
like Kannur and Kasaragod,
water availability has been
hit so badly that some areas
depend on tanker supply,”
he said.

Dr. Naveen stressed the
need for strategies such as
strengthening and upgrad-
ing water infrastructure,
promoting rainwater har-
vesting and groundwater
recharge, and improving
water distribution e�cien-
cy across the State.

He also highlighted the
need for greater communi-
ty awareness, climate-resi-
lient water management,
and enforcement of regula-
tions on groundwater use.
Stronger collaboration bet-
ween local bodies, agen-
cies, and communities is
essential to ensure sustain-
able and equitable water
access. He said that a delay
in the southwest monsoon
this year might lead to wa-
ter stress for both drinking
and agriculture, particular-
ly for those dependent on
multiple water sources for
cultivation.

The report on ‘Identi�-
cation of Water Stress Hot-
spots in Kerala’ calls for a
comprehensive approach
to water management, in-
cluding infrastructure up-
grades, sustainable conser-
vation practices, and
improved e�ciency in dis-
tribution systems.

The report also stressed
the importance of com-
munity participation and
awareness in managing wa-
ter resources e�ectively. It
will be submitted to the go-
vernment to help formu-
late water management
strategies.

Survey �ags severe water
stress in 2,567 wards in State 
Kasaragod and Thiruvananthapuram top the list, with 24.74% and 22.01% of wards, respectively, facing severe water shortage;

expert stresses need to strengthen infrastructure, rainwater harvesting, and improved distribution to mitigate the crisis
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Prolonged heat 
stress conditions may
lead to a sharp decline 
in water availability
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A delay in the southwest monsoon this year is likely lead to water

stress for drinking and agriculture. FILE PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATIONAL
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The Kerala State Pollution
Control Board (PCB) is yet
to comply with a directive
issued by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) to �x
environmental compensa-
tion on those responsible
for the pollution of the Ka-
dambrayar in Ernakulam.

An order issued by the
Southern Bench of the tri-
bunal comprising Pushpa
Sathyanarayana, Judicial
Member, and Prashant
Gargava, Expert Member,
on February 19, 2026 had
directed the PCB to assess
the environmental com-
pensation payable by viola-
tors. The Bench also direct-
ed the board to ensure
compliance with the action
taken report submitted by
the Local Self-Government
department regarding the
pollution of the river.

The Ernakulam district
o�ce of the board stated
that a decision remained
pending on the issue of �x-
ing environmental com-
pensation. Senior board of-
�cials said that earlier
inspections had found that
some industrial units,
apartment complexes, ho-
tels, and commercial units
located close to the banks
of the waterbody were res-
ponsible for the illegal dis-
charge of untreated water.
Most erring units were
found lacking in adequate
facilities to process waste-
water. Clarity is expected
soon on environmental
compensation, and re-
quired measures will be in-
itiated as per the tribunal’s
directive, they said. 

The Southern Bench has
posted the matter for re-
porting compliance on
June 22, 2026 after making
an observation that the
board is yet to comply with
its February 2026 order.
The environmental com-
pensation will be �xed
based on the ‘polluter pays
principle’. The board has
to work out the amount
based on the quantum of
waste generated by
violators.

Kadambrayar
pollution: PCB
yet to �x
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