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A
ll India N R Con-
gress founder and
head of the Nation-

al Democratic Alliance in
Puducherry N. Rangasamy
has staked claim to form
the next government in the
Union Territory.

Shortly after a meeting
of alliance party leaders
belonging to the AINRC,
the Bharatiya Janata Party,
the All India Anna Dravida
Munera Kazhagam and the
Latchiya Jananayaga Katchi
on Friday morning, Mr.
Rangasamy met Lieute-
nant Governor K. Kailash-
nathan and submitted a
letter staking claim to form
the government. 

He also submitted a list
of 18 legislators — AINRC 12,
BJP 4, AIADMK 1 and LJK 1

— supporting the NDA to
the Lt. Governor.

Earlier, at the NDA
meeting, Mr. Rangasamy
was elected leader of the
alliance in the Assembly.
Union Minister and BJP in-
charge Mansukh Mandavi-
ya, BJP Legislative Party
Leader A. Namassivayam,
AIADMK secretary and

MLA elect A. Anbalagan
and LJK founder and MLA
elect Jose Charles Martin
attended the meeting.

Swearing-in ceremony
Sources said the swearing-
in ceremony was likely to
take place on May 13 morn-
ing. Talks were on between
the leaders to decide on

sharing Ministries among
the allies.

In the last Assembly, the
Speaker’s post and two Mi-
nistries were given to the
BJP. The AIRNC had kept
the Deputy Speaker’s post
and three Ministries when
the �rst NDA government
was formed after winning
2021 elections.

Rangasamy stakes claim to
form govt. in Puducherry

AINRC founder N. Rangasamy submitting a letter to Lieutenant Governor K. Kailashnathan, staking

claim to form the government in Puducherry. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Alliance party leaders belonging to AINRC, BJP, AIADMK and LJK hold meet on Friday. 

Talks are under way among the leaders to decide upon modalities for sharing Ministries
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The High Court of Karnataka has permitted two
transgender petitioners to continue their ongoing
hormone replacement therapy (HRT) without
interruption, pending the �nal adjudication of
their petitions challenging the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Act,
2026, which restricts self-identi�cation and
mandates medical board certi�cation. They
moved the court after the doctors at a private
hospital declined to continue the treatment.

HC permits 2 transgenders to
continue hormone therapy
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy Rainfall very likely at isolated places

over Kerala & Mahe, South Interior Karnataka and Tamil Nadu Pu-

ducherry & Karaikal. Thunderstorm accompanied with Hailstorm

very likely at isolated places over Gangetic West Bengal, Jharkhand

and Madhya Pradesh.
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ..................1.0......34.4...... 24.4 Kozhikode ......................4.0......34.4...... 26.2

Ahmedabad............. —......43.1...... 27.7 Kurnool ........................... —......38.5...... 27.8

Aizawl ...................... —......31.6...... 19.5 Lucknow.......................... —......34.6...... 21.2

Allahabad ................ —......38.2...... 21.0 Madurai ........................18.0......34.0...... 23.6

Bengaluru................ —......33.2...... 23.3 Mangaluru......................0.4......34.6...... 26.1

Bhopal ..................... —......... —..........— Mumbai ........................... —......34.4...... 27.5

Bhubaneswar .......... —......37.1...... 25.0 Mysuru............................. —......34.4...... 22.0

Chandigarh.............. —......33.0...... 20.0 New Delhi........................ —......35.1...... 21.4

Chennai ................... —......33.0...... 33.0 Patna............................34.2......33.8...... 23.7

Coimbatore ............. —......34.3...... 23.4 Port Blair ......................... —......33.0...... 27.6

Dehradun................. —......32.3...... 18.5 Puducherry ..................... —......32.8...... 24.9

Gangtok ..................2.0......20.4...... 11.8 Pune ................................ —......39.7...... 26.9

Goa........................... —......36.1...... 27.0 Raipur.............................. —......39.4...... 27.3

Guwahati ................. —......32.7...... 22.6 Ranchi ............................. —......32.4...... 19.0

Hubballi ................... —......35.0...... 25.0 Shillong ..........................6.0......22.0...... 12.5

Hyderabad............... —......36.6...... 26.6 Shimla ............................. —......19.5...... 11.4

Imphal ..................... —......31.4...... 18.1 Srinagar........................... —......30.0...... 13.0

Jaipur ...................... —......38.5...... 22.4 Thiruvananthapuram .......11.0......34.8...... 24.7

Kochi.......................0.2......33.0...... 25.0 Tiruchi ............................5.0......33.5...... 24.4

Kohima .................... —......... —..........— Vijayawada...................15.0......37.6...... 26.5

Kolkata .................49.0......32.6...... 20.2 Visakhapatnam................ —......34.0...... 28.1

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Sawai

Madhopur, Rajasthan

recorded an overall air

quality index (AQI) score of

214 indicating an

unhealthy level of

pollution. In contrast,

Gangtok, Sikkim recorded

a healthy AQI score of 24

Ahmedabad ..... .99 ..82 26 ..... 63 ....79 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .16 ..19 47 ..... 34 ...106 ......*

Chennai............ ...6 ....4 33 ....... 9 ....27 ......*

Delhi ................. ..— ..18 29 ..... 54 ....82 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...8 130 37 ..... 17 .....— ......*

Kolkata............. .14 ..28 37 ..... 80 ....64 ......*

Lucknow........... ...9 ..41 26 ... 148 ....99 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...1 ..15 59 ..... 47 ...130 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..56 ..2 ..... 54 ....99 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...6 ..15 12 ..... 14 ....39 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

move by the Governor
would “sound the death-
knell for democracy” and
be against the mandate of
the electorate.

“Since no pre-poll al-
liance has a majority, the
natural �rst call is to the
TVK as the single largest
party, especially since it
has already �led a formal
claim with the Congress’s
letter of support. The Go-

A writ petition was �led in
the Supreme Court on Fri-
day, submitting that the Ta-
mil Nadu Governor is duty-
bound to invite Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
party president C. Joseph
Vijay to form the govern-
ment as the leader of the
single largest party, and la-

ter prove the majority on
the �oor of the House. 

The petition �led by Ez-
hilarasi P., who said she is a
TVK member, cited media
reports that Governor Ra-
jendra Arlekar may invite
post-poll coalition parties
in Tamil Nadu to form the
government.

Advocate A. Lakshmina-
rayanan, representing the
petitioner, said such a

vernor’s role is to invite
and not to demand a full
proof of majority before is-
suing the invitation,” the
petition said.

It said that requiring the
TVK to �rst produce letter
of support from 118 MLAs
before issuing an invitation
would invert the constitu-
tional sequence esta-
blished by the Supreme
Court.

Plea in SC says Governor is ‘duty-bound’ 
to invite TVK to form govt. in Tamil Nadu
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Stressing the need for faster governance through
technology-driven administration, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
has directed o�cials to ensure that e-�les are
cleared within 24 hours. On the second day of
the Collectors’ Conference at the Secretariat on
Friday, Mr. Naidu reviewed �le clearance systems
and expressed satisfaction over the reduction in
�le disposal timelines, from several days earlier
to hours in many departments.

Naidu tells o�cials to clear
e-�les within 24 hours

INBRIEF
�

Tanuja Ranjan, 55, wife of former IPS o�cer
Vinay Ranjan was found dead at her residence in
the upscale neighbourhoood of Prashasan Nagar,
Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad, on Friday. According to
the police, preliminary investigations indicate
she was murdered during a robbery attempt. The
police suspect the involvement of 25-year-old
Kalpana, domestic help, in the crime, while
�ndings also indicate involvement of a gang. Six
police teams have been formed for the probe. 

Wife of former IPS o�cer
killed at home in Hyderabad
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