
09 TADEPALLIGUDEM THURSDAY 14�05�2026

130
counts of rape and child sexual abuse 
filed against a paediatrician in Germany

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

Trump lands in Beijing, all eyes on 
high-stakes summit with Xi today
Bilateral tariff regime, West Asia crisis, AI chip curbs and arms trade to Taiwan on agenda

BEJING

US President Donald Trump 
landed in Beijing on Wednesday 
for a high-stakes summit with 
Chinese leader Xi Jinping aimed 
at easing deep tensions between 
the rival superpowers. 

Giving a fist pump, Trump 
descended the steps of  Air 
Force One after touching down 
at Beijing Capital International 
Airport, kicking off  the first 
visit to China by a US president 
in nearly a decade. Right be-
hind him were Tesla boss Elon 
Musk and Nvidia chief  Jensen 
Huang — potent symbols of  
the business deals that Trump 
hopes to sign between the 
world’s biggest economies. 

Trump was greeted with a 
bunch of  flowers and then 
walked along the red carpet, 
which was lined with 300 Chi-
nese youth in white uniforms 
chanting “welcome” and wav-
ing small Chinese and US flags 
in unison. While en route to 

Beijing, Trump said on social 
media he would “be asking 
President Xi, a Leader of  ex-
traordinary distinction, to 
‘open up’ China so that these 
brilliant people can work their 
magic”. Nvidia’s Huang was a 
surprise late addition to the 
trip, joining the plane at a stop-
over in Alaska. China is cur-

rently banned under US nation-
al security rules from buying 
the cutting-edge AI chips that 
the company produces.

But Iran, trade and Taiwan 
loom over the highly anticipated 
meeting, which Trump had al-
ready delayed from March be-
cause of  the war the United 
States and Israel started in the 

West Asia. Visiting China for 
the first time since 2017 during 
his previous term, Trump is ex-
pected to receive a lavish wel-
come from Chinese authorities.

Trump and Xi will hold talks 
at 10 am (0200 GMT) on Thurs-
day in Beijing’s opulent Great 
Hall of  the People. The US presi-
dent will also visit the historic 
Temple of  Heaven, a world herit-
age site where China’s emperors 
once prayed for good harvest.

The leaders will then enjoy a 
state banquet in the evening.
On Friday, they are set to have 
tea and a working lunch before 
Trump heads home.

As he departed the White 
House, Trump said he expected 
a “long talk” with Xi about the 
joint US-Israeli war with Iran, 
which sells most of  its US-sanc-
tioned oil to China. But he 
downplayed disagreements, 
telling that “I don’t think we 
need help with Iran” from Chi-
na and that Xi had been “rela-
tively good” on the topic. AFP

US President Donald Trump is greeted by Chinese Vice President Han Zheng during a 
welcome ceremony upon arriving at Beij ing Capital Airport |  AP

King Charles opens 
Parliament, Starmer 
set to face challenge
LONDON

THE pomp of  a speech by King 
Charles III to Britain’s parlia-
ment on Wednesday failed to 
quell speculation that a senior 
government minister is poised 
to launch a leadership chal-
lenge against embattled Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer.

The monarch’s address open-
ing a new parliamentary ses-
sion was overshadowed by re-
ports that allies of  Health 
Secretary Wes Streeting had 
said he was preparing to resign 
to trigger a contest to oust 
Starmer from office.

The Labour party leader had 
seen off  an immediate threat 
on Tuesday despite four junior 
ministers resigning and more 
than 80 MPs urging him to quit, 
when no one broke ranks to for-
mally challenge him. But short-
ly before King Charles read out 
Starmer’s forthcoming legisla-
tive plans from a golden throne 
in the upper House of  Lords, 
UK media reported that 43-year-
old Streeting was preparing to 
quit government on Thursday 

to run for the top job.
The reports came after Street-

ing met Starmer at Downing 
Street early Wednesday for 
talks that lasted less than 20 
minutes. A spokesman for 
Streeting did not respond to a 
request for comment from AFP. 
Open warfare has broken out in 
the Labour party over Starm-
er’s future following disastrous 
local election results last week. 

The ballot-box drubbing fol-
lowed months of  scandal re-
garding the appointment, and 
sacking, of  ex-Jeffrey Epstein 
associate Peter Mandelson as 
envoy to the US.

Some 110 Labour MPs have 
signed a statement saying now 
is not the time for a leadership 
contest — highlighting the deep 
divisions that Starmer’s team 
hope can keep him in power.

Other plans include fully na-
tionalising British steel, reform-
ing the asylum system, lowering 
the voting age to 16 and cracking 
down on ticket touts. But ques-
tions remain over whether 
Starmer will even be around to 
implement them. AFP

BARCELONA

A Russian ship that sank in the 
Mediterranean over a year ago 
after its engine room exploded 
may have been carrying pieces 
for nuclear reactors used in 
submarines, a Spanish govern-
ment document shows.

The Ursa Major sank on De-
cember 23, 2024, between Spain 
and Algeria while allegedly on a 
journey from St Petersburg to 
Russia’s  easter n port  of  
Vladivostok. 

Two crew members were lost 
while 14 other people were saved 
by Spanish rescue craft.

In a written response to oppo-
sition lawmakers, the Spanish 
government wrote that the ship’s 
captain “confessed” that the ship 
was carrying “components for 
two nuclear reactors similar to 
those used in submarines.”

The response was included 
in a document registered by the 
Spanish parliament on Febru-
ary 23 and was first reported by 
CNN on Tuesday. The docu-
ment has been seen by The As-
sociated Press. 

At the time of  the sinking, 
the Russian state-owned ship 
owner, Oboronlogistika, said 
that the Ursa Major was 
sabotaged. 

It said three powerful explo-
sions damaged the boat just 
above the water line in what 
the company described as a 
“terrorist attack.”

Oboronlogistika was estab-
lished under Russia’s defense 
ministry and placed under U.S. 
and European Union sanctions 
for its ties to Russia’s military.

According to the document, 
the boat’s manifest said the 
boat was carrying 129 contain-
ers, two large cranes and “two 
well covers.” AP

Sunk Russian 
ship in ’24 may 
have parts of  
nuclear reactor

Iran sees economic gains 
from Hormuz control
TEHRAN

IRAN’s military spokesman said on Wednesday that Te-
hran’s control over the Strait of  Hormuz could generate 
“significant” economic revenue and strengthen the coun-
try’s international position.

Iran has largely blocked shipping 
through the strait since the outbreak of  
war with the United States and Israel on 
February 28. In peacetime, the route ac-
counts for roughly a fifth of  global oil and 
liquefied natural gas shipments, along 

with other key commodities. 
Iran’s grip over the waterway has rattled global markets 

and given Tehran significant leverage, while the United 
States has imposed its own naval blockade on Iranian ports 
despite a fragile ceasefire in place since April 8. AFP

Philippine Senate rocked 
by Gunshots in standoff
MANILA

A burst of  gunfire rang out late Wednesday in the 
Philippine Senate, sparking chaos in the building 
where authorities had tried to arrest a senator 
wanted by the International Criminal Court in 
connection with a deadly government crackdown 
on drugs.

No one was hurt, officials said. It was not imme-
diately clear who fired the shots or why. The gun-
fire erupted as Philippine authorities tried to ar-
rest Sen. Ronald dela Rosa, a former national police 
chief  who enforced former President Rodrigo Du-
terte’s anti-drug efforts in which thousands of  
petty suspects were killed from 2016 to 2018. AP

Britain’s King Charles II I  reads out as he sits besides Queen Camilla during the State 
Opening of Parliament at the Palace of Westminster in London |  AP
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