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O
ver a hundred peo-
ple were killed
across Uttar Pra-

desh after a powerful
storm and unseasonal hea-
vy rain pounded the State,
uprooting trees and elec-
tric poles and damaging
houses, on Wednesday and
Thursday. Large-scale
storms, lightning, and
thunder strikes caused sig-
ni�cant damage across sev-
eral districts over the past
36 hours, State Relief Com-
missioner Hrishikesh Bhas-
kar Yashod said on Thurs-
day, adding that the
situation is being moni-
tored. 

“Reports of 111 deaths
were received from 26 dis-
tricts. 72 persons were in-
jured, 170 livestock losses
and damage to 227 houses

have been reported,” the
Relief Commissioner’s of-
�ce said in a statement. 

At least four people
each died in the districts of
Barabanki, Bahraich, Kan-
pur Dehat, Basti, Sambhal,
Hardoi, and Unnao. A vi-
deo of the extreme weath-
er event in social media
showed a man being hur-
led into the air in Bareilly

district during strong
winds on Wednesday. The
man was taking shelter un-
der a tin shed when the
storm reportedly ripped
o� the structure, throwing
both the shed and the man
several feet into the air be-
fore he crashed to the
ground with minor
injuries.

Chief Minister Yogi Adi-

tyanath directed district
magistrates and other o�-
cials to “immediately visit
the a�ected sites and pro-
vide assistance to the vic-
tims and release compen-
sation,” and sought
updates every three hours,
an o�cial statement said. 

Noting that lakhs of peo-
ple have been badly a�ect-
ed by the storms, Samajwa-
di Party president Akhilesh
Yadav asked the govern-
ment to provide compre-
hensive relief. “The go-
vernment should carry out
relief and rescue work on a
war footing, immediate ar-
rangements should be
made for the best possible
free treatment for the in-
jured, food and water
should be made available
as soon as possible, the
dead should be cremated
with respect,” he said in a
post on X.

Unseasonal storms leave

111 dead in Uttar Pradesh 

Extensive damage: An uprooted tree blocks a road in Prayagraj

district of Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

At least 72 people injured as heavy rain and thunderstorms wreak havoc across State; 179 livestock

losses, damage to 227 houses reported; CM directs o�cials to aid victims, release compensation 

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Senior Congress leader
V.D. Satheesan will be
sworn in as Kerala’s next
Chief Minister on Monday,
with the party’s leadership
�nally declaring its choice
on Thursday, 10 days after
the Congress-led United
Democratic Front swept
the Assembly election.

Following his formal se-
lection as the leader of the
Congress Legislature Party
in the State, Mr. Satheesan,
accompanied by senior
Congress leaders, met Go-
vernor Rajendra Vishwa-
nath Arlekar at the Lok
Bhavan on Thursday even-
ing and staked his claim to
form the government.

Mr. Satheesan, 61, will
take oath as Chief Minister
at 10 a.m. on Monday at
the Central Stadium in the
State’s capital. Further
clarity on how many Minis-
ters will be sworn in along
with him is expected after
the UDF meeting sche-

duled for Friday. All the re-
maining MLAs will be
sworn in on May 21. Mr.
Satheesan, who led the
Opposition in the Assemb-
ly from 2021 to 2026, will
be the 13th person to hold
the Chief Minister’s posi-
tion in the southern State. 

Talking to presspersons
after the announcement,
he expressed his resolve to
build a new Kerala by rais-
ing the living standards of
the people and ful�lling
the UDF’s poll promises.

Satheesan chosen as
Kerala Chief Minister; 
swearing-in on Monday
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

V.D. Satheesan addressing the

media in Thiruvananthapuram

on Thursday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN 
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A day after four persons
were killed in separate inci-
dents in Manipur, the
State’s Home Minister, Go-
vindas Konthoujam, said
on Thursday that at least
38 people from the Kuki
and Naga communities are
being held hostage by di�e-
rent groups. 

Some organisations
claimed that 43 people
have been either detained
or abducted by various
groups.

Three of the four killed
in Wednesday’s separate
ambushes by suspected ex-
tremists were Kuki church
leaders. Two of them were
key members of the Tha-
dou Baptist Association of
India (TBAI). The attacks
took place in the Kuki-
dominated Kangpokpi dis-

trict. The fourth, a Naga
villager, was killed in the
Naga-majority Noney
district.

“We have reports that
more than 38 people from
both communities have
been held hostage by di�e-
rent groups. We are work-
ing with civil society organ-
isations and political

leaders to secure their re-
lease,” Mr. Konthoujam
told journalists after visit-
ing the family of Wilson
Thanga, who was killed in
Noney.

He also went to the Ja-
waharlal Nehru Institute of
Medical Sciences in the
State’s capital, Imphal,
where Thanga’s body had

been kept for autopsy.
Three Naga MLAs accom-
panied him. 

Tense atmosphere
Mr. Konthoujam also
echoed Chief Minister
Yumnan Khemchand
Singh’s assurance that the
State government would
spare no e�ort to bring the
perpetrators of Wednes-
day’s attacks to book.

The hill districts of the
State remained tense on
Thursday after the attacks.
Mr. Konthoujam said the
State government apprised
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah of the security situa-
tion and of e�orts to secure
the hostages’ release. “We
suspect that some people
do not want peace to re-
turn to Manipur,” he said.

Over 38 people held hostage by di�erent
groups in Manipur, says Home Minister
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

People blocking a road amid shutdowns called by the Kuki and

Naga communities in Churachandpur, Manipur, on Thursday. PTI
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The United States and Chi-
na appeared to come to an
uneasy truce — at least for
now — on trade, Taiwan,
and the future of an in-
creasingly contested rela-
tionship, as their leaders
met for talks in Beijing on
Thursday. Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping told visiting
U.S. President Donald
Trump that relations could
descend to “clashes and
con�icts” if the Taiwan
question, which he de-
scribed as “the most im-
portant issue in China-U.S.
relations”, was not man-
aged properly, according
to the Chinese readout of
the talks. “If it is handled
properly, the bilateral rela-
tionship will enjoy overall

stability. Otherwise, the
two countries will have
clashes and even con�icts,
putting the entire relation-
ship in great jeopardy,” he
said. China also conveyed
its opposition to U.S. arms
sales to Taiwan. 

The U.S. readout, for its
part, made no mention of
Taiwan, though Secretary
of State Marco Rubio later
told presspersons the U.S.
position remained un-
changed. The readouts
suggested both sides had
merely underlined their
respective positions on an
issue that remains a �ash-
point. The White House
statement said both did
agree on the need to keep
the Strait of Hormuz open
and to support the free
�ow of energy, and that Mr.
Xi had “made clear China’s

opposition to the militari-
sation of the strait”. Ho-
wever, there appeared no
broader agreement on ad-
dressing the Iran crisis.

The ceremony in Beijing
trumped the substance.
Mr. Trump’s visit began
with a grand welcome on
Thursday morning, as he
was greeted by marching
PLA troops and cheering
schoolchildren at the Great
Hall of the People. “It real-
ly was a magni�cent wel-
come like none other,” Mr.
Trump said. The two lead-
ers spent several hours in
each other’s company,
with delegation talks fol-
lowed by Mr. Xi taking the
U.S. President on a tour of
the Temple of Heaven.

Uneasy truce in Beijing as Trump, Xi discuss trade, Taiwan
Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING
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Leaders’ day out: China's President Xi Jinping and U.S. President

Donald Trump at the Temple of Heaven in Beijing as the two leaders

took a tour on Thursday after delegation talks. AFP

NEET LEAK

Medical body moves
top court against NTA
NEWS » PAGE 13

RUSSIAN IMPORTS 

Jaishankar
slams
‘unilateral’
sanctions 

BUSINESS » PAGE 15

APRIL DATA

Wholesale in�ation at
8.3% as fuel prices rise 
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The Election Commission
of India (EC) on Thursday
announced the schedule
for Phase 3 of the special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in 16 States
and three Union Territo-
ries beginning May 30.

The EC said that with
this phase, the exercise
would cover the entire
country, except Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh for which
the SIR would be an-
nounced later after consi-
dering the completion of
Phase-II of the Census and

weather in the upper
reaches. The States and
Union Territories where
the SIR Phase 3 would be
carried out in a staggered
manner were: Delhi, Od-
isha, Mizoram, Sikkim, Ma-
nipur, Uttarakhand, And-
hra Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Chandi-
garh, Telangana, Punjab,
Karnataka, Meghalaya,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand,
Nagaland, Tripura, Dadar
and Nagar Haveli and Da-
man and Diu. The com-
bined voter base of these
States was 36.73 crore.

16 States, three Union
Territories to undergo
SIR from May 30: EC
Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI
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HC: ensure safety
of people hit by
post-poll violence

KOLKATA

The Calcutta High Court on

Thursday directed the West

Bengal police to ensure the

safety of people a�ected by

post-poll violence in the State

and arrange for their safe

return irrespective of party 

a�iliations. » Page 3

Chargesheet �led
against 10 in Red
Fort blast case

NEW DELHI

The National Investigation

Agency has filed a 7,500-page

chargesheet against 10

accused persons in the 

Red Fort area car bomb

explosion case. » Page 12

About 25 foreign nationals
have been arrested or de-
tained so far for allegedly
casting votes with fraudu-
lently obtained identity
documents in the recent
Tamil Nadu Assembly elec-
tion, police sources con-
�rmed on Thursday.

The accused persons,
carrying foreign passports,
were intercepted by o�-
cials of the Bureau of Immi-
gration and detained by
the local police after indel-
ible ink (the mark of a cast
ballot) was found on their
index �ngers. The opera-
tion that started about a
week ago is continuing. 

Action initiated
Legal proceedings under
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta, 2023, the Representa-

tion of the People Act,
1950, and other laws were
initiated against them.

Investigators said a ma-
jority of the suspects were
Sri Lankan nationals,
though the group included
British and Canadian citi-
zens. Many more foreign
nationals who arrived dur-
ing the election time could
have exercised their fran-

chise and stayed back,
knowing that the police
were verifying their cre-
dentials during departure
at airports. Acting on intel-
ligence that some foreign-
ers were attempting to
leave the country after vot-
ing, the law enforcement
agencies alerted o�cials at
the Chennai, Madurai, and
other airports. 

“We conducted discreet
inquiries and alerted the
authorities who detained
25 to 30 persons as they
prepared to board �ights,”
a senior o�cial told The

Hindu on Thursday.
A man of Indian origin,

who obtained a British
passport in 2015, allegedly
voted in the Pattukottai As-
sembly constituency. He
was detained at the Chen-
nai International Airport
while attempting to board
a �ight to London. 

The probe revealed that
several of the foreigners ar-
rived in the State shortly af-
ter the election was noti-
�ed. Some might have
stayed back for the indeli-
ble ink to disappear. Digital
records and other investi-
gative means could still
verify their participation,
said an o�cial who did not
want to be named.

25 foreign nationals held for fraudulent
voting in Tamil Nadu Assembly election
S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

Swift probe: Investigators are verifying the details of those who

arrived in the State before the poll and are staying on. FILE PHOTO 
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Timings

KOLKATA

FRIDAY, MAY. 15

RISE 04:57 SET 18:10

RISE 03:18 SET 16:39

SATURDAY, MAY. 16

RISE 04:56 SET 18:10

RISE 04:02 SET 17:48

SUNDAY, MAY. 17

RISE 04:56 SET 18:10

RISE 04:53 SET 19:00

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

With the Election Commis-
sion (EC) announcing the
rollout of the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of electo-
ral roll in Punjab among 16
States, the ruling Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) and Con-
gress’s Punjab unit on Fri-
day raised concerns over
the timing of the exercise
ahead of the 2027 Assemb-
ly election.

AAP Punjab State presi-
dent Aman Arora and Cabi-
net Minister Harpal Chee-
ma, talking to
mediapersons, said the
constitutional institutions
in the country are being
“increasingly misused to in-
�uence electoral outcomes
in favour of” the ruling par-
ty at the Centre. “The Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) is
using the EC as a political
weapon in States where it
cannot secure victory de-

mocratically on its own
strength,” Mr. Arora said,
adding that the BJP �rst
pushes for exercises like
the SIR “under the pretext
of voter list puri�cation and
later uses them to delete
voters on a large-scale for
electoral bene�ts”. 

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Punjab Assembly
Partap Singh Bajwa said,
“The Congress’s booth-le-
vel workers will remain vi-

gilant and not a single ge-
nuine voter’s name will be
allowed to be deleted. Pun-
jab will resist every at-
tempt to manipulate the
electoral process.”

Punjab Congress presi-
dent Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring appealed to other
political parties in the State
to put aside political di�e-
rences and ensure that vo-
ters are not disenfran-
chised ahead of the
election just because the
BJP suspects them not to
vote for it.

Door-to-door visits
State Chief Electoral O�c-
er (CEO) Anindita Mitra
said under SIR, Booth Le-
vel O�cers will undertake
door-to-door visits across
Punjab from June 25 to July
24 for �lling voter veri�ca-
tion forms. The CEO in-
formed that the �nal publi-
cation of the poll roll will
take place on October 1.

AAP, Cong. raise questions
over timing of roll revision
ahead of Punjab election
The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab CEO said the final

electoral roll will be published on

October 1. FILE PHOTO

The Crime Branch (CB) of
Odisha Police on Thursday
said 13 people, including
the prime accused, have
been arrested so far in the
mob lynching of a GRP
constable following an at-
tempt to rape a woman on
the outskirts of Bhubanes-
war last week.

The Crime Branch, in a
statement, said the main
accused, identi�ed as Chi-
nu alias Ranjit Patra, was
arrested on Thursday.

Mob lynching
case: prime
accused held

Press Trust of India
BHUBANESWAR

T
he Calcutta High
Court on Thursday
directed the West

Bengal police to ensure the
safety of people a�ected by
post-poll violence in the
State and arrange for their
safe return irrespective of
party a�liations.

A Division Bench of
Chief Justice Sujoy Paul
and Justice Partha Sarathi
Sen passed the order after
hearing a petition �led by
Sirsanya Bandyopadhyay
alleging widespread vio-
lence against Trinamool
Congress (TMC) workers
and attacks on party o�c-
es following the declara-
tion of the Assembly poll
results on May 4. Mr. Ban-

dyopadhyay, a party candi-
date in the poll, is the son
of MP Kalyan Banerjee.

The Bench directed the
State government to �le its
a�davit within three
weeks and granted a win-
dow of another two weeks

to �le an exception to it
while keeping the question
of maintainability of the
TMC’s petition open.

The order was passed
after party chief and form-
er CM Mamata Banerjee
donned the lawyer’s robe

and argued before the
Bench, alleging “police in-
action” during incidents of
post-poll violence. 

While the TMC wel-
comed the court order, Ms.
Banerjee was surrounded
by a group of lawyers that
raised slogans of “chor,
chor (thief, thief )”.

‘Baseless allegations’
BJP State president Samik
Bhattacharya, however,
termed the TMC chief’s al-
legations “baseless”. 

Meanwhile, Ms. Baner-
jee’s court appearance
prompted the Bar Council
of India to ask the West
Bengal Bar Council to fur-
nish a detailed report with-
in 48 hours regarding her
enrolment and profession-
al practice status. 

HC asks West Bengal govt. to
ensure safe return of people
a�ected by post-poll violence

TMC chief Mamata Banerjee surrounded by a group of lawyers after

appearing before the Calcutta High Court, in Kolkata on Thursday. PTI

Direction issued after TMC chief dons lawyer’s robe, argues before Division Bench alleging ‘police

inaction’; Bar Council of India seeks report in 48 hours on Mamata’s professional practice status

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Odisha’s public transport
system is heading towards
a crisis as diesel supplies
run dry at fuel stations
across the State, forcing
nearly 20% of buses o� the
roads, the Private Bus Own-
ers’ Association of Odisha
said on Thursday.

“The situation is likely to
worsen over the next two
to three days, as private

buses may �nd it unviable
to continue operations. We
are already facing a diesel
shortage, and fuel stations
have warned us of a dee-
pening crisis,” said Deben-
dra Sahoo, secretary of the
Private Bus Owners’ Asso-
ciation of Odisha. He ad-
ded, “Around 14,000 priv-
ate buses operate across
Odisha. Over the past cou-
ple of days, we have been
supplied only about half of
our diesel requirement.

Such rationing will push us
into serious trouble.”

However, the Petrol
Dealers’ Association
termed the situation tem-
porary and largely driven
by panic. “The perception
of a shortage is largely
based on rumours. ,” the
association said. “Out of
nearly 3,000 fuel stations,
only about 100 are facing
shortages,” said Sanjay
Lath, secretary of the Pe-
trol Dealers’ Association.

Private bus owners, dealers in
Odisha di�er on fuel shortage
Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR A Trinamool Congress

(TMC) party o�ce and a
clock tower, both “illegal”
structures, in West Bengal
were razed by bulldozers
on Thursday. This comes a
day after an allegedly ille-
gal tannery was brought
down in Kolkata’s Tiljala
area after a �re broke out
in the building, killing two
and injuring three persons.

A Kolkata Municipal
Corporation (KMC) team

demolished a green clock
tower in south Kolkata’s
Garia area. Locals had re-
portedly complained
about the structure being
illegal, but authorities did
not take action even after a
court had issued an order
to demolish it in 2025.

The clock tower was in-
augurated by former Trina-
mool MLA and Minister
Aroop Biswas. He lost his
Tollygunge seat in the As-
sembly election to Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) candi-
date Papiya Adhikari.

“They built the clock tower
inside our playground. Mr.
Biswas’ men threatened
our club members when
we protested against it,” a
local resident said.

Railways’ land
Several clock towers had
come up in parts of Kolkata
in the past few years dur-
ing the TMC’s rule. Some
also resembled the iconic
Big Ben of London.

In a separate incident in
North 24 Parganas’ Naihati
area, an illegal TMC party

o�ce was razed. Authori-
ties said the party o�ce
was constructed on land
belonging to the Railways. 

On Wednesday, Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari
had said that the govern-
ment will have a “zero-tole-
rance policy” towards ille-
gal structures and
corruption. 

On his instructions,
KMC is preparing a list of il-
legal factories in Kolkata,
and will hand it over to
CESC and the civic body’s
water department.

TMC party o�ce, clock tower razed in Bengal

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA



A CA-XCM
YK

THE HINDU 

4 Friday, May 15, 2026
KolkataStates

Published by Nirmala Lakshman at Arcadia Centre, 2nd Floor, 31, Dr. Ambedkar Sarani (Topsia Road South), Kolkata, West Bengal-700046 and Printed by Pratin Kumar Khanra at Saraswati Print Factory Pvt. Ltd., 789, Chowbhaga West, South 24 Parganas, West Bengal-700105, on behalf of THG Publishing Pvt. Ltd.  Editor: Suresh Nambath Chandrasekar (Responsible for selection of news under PRP Act).

ISSN 0971 - 751X

A day after the tenure of nine sitting MLCs ended
on May 13, ten newly-elected members of the
Maharashtra Legislative Council (MLC), including
six from the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
took oath on Thursday at the Vidhan Bhavan in
Mumbai. The list of newly-elected members
includes Neelam Gorhe of Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena; Bachchu Kadu of Prahar Janshakti
Party; Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena’s
Ambadas Danve; Sunetra Pawar-led NCP’s
Zeeshan Siddique; and six MLCs from BJP –
Pragya Satav, Pramod Jathar, Madhavi Naik, Sunil
Karjatkar, Vivek Kolhe, and Sanjay Bhende.

10 new-elected MLCs, including
six from BJP, take oath

A
day after the split in
the AIADMK Legis-
lature Party during

the voting on the trust mo-
tion moved by the TVK go-
vernment, both factions
presented petitions to As-
sembly Speaker J.C.D. Prab-
hakar on Thursday, claim-
ing legitimacy and
demanding that the petition
�led by the other be
rejected.

AIADMK general secre-
tary Edappadi K. Palaniswa-
mi and the rebel camp lead-
ers — led by S.P. Velumani,
C.Ve. Shanmugam, and C.
Vijayabaskar — traded
charges in a statement and
at a press conference
respectively.

In a statement issued in
the evening, Mr. Palaniswa-
mi called upon the party
cadre to defeat the disgrace-
ful actions of individuals
who he alleged were eyeing
posts. Pointing out that
some AIADMK MLAs [25 in
all] voted for the govern-
ment, he said it was an act

of “betrayal”.
However, Mr. Vijayabas-

kar said he was elected the
AIADMK Legislature Party
whip, and their representa-
tion sought the disquali�ca-
tion of 22 MLAs [who voted
against the motion] for de-
fection. He said Mr. Palanis-
wami and others de�ed
what he called his “whip”
issued for the vote held on
Wednesday.

Two senior AIADMK
functionaries, owing alle-
giance to Mr. Palaniswami,
presented a petition at the
Speaker’s o�ce. In a related
development, �ve senior

AIADMK functionaries, ow-
ing allegiance to Mr. Pala-
niswami, submitted a repre-
sentation to the Secretary to
the Governor in the Lok
Bhavan.

‘Actions invalid’
Mr. Velumani told journal-
ists that all the actions taken
by Mr. Palaniswami were in-
valid. He said Mr. Palanis-
wami should not take any
“unnecessary action” and
instead call a party general
council meeting to review
the party’s defeat in the
election.

Another senior function-

ary, Natham R. Viswanath-
an, said Mr. Palaniswami
did not have the authority
to remove functionaries
from their posts.

The AIADMK o�ce at
Ashok Nagar in Pudukkottai
was locked, allegedly by the
faction led by Mr. Vijayabas-
kar, to prevent the entry of
the newly appointed dis-
trict secretary and his sup-
porters. The police brought
the o�ce under tight secur-
ity. The stand-o� occurred
after Mr. Vijayabaskar, who
has been elected to the As-
sembly from Viralimalai for
the fourth consecutive
time, was removed from the
party posts of Pudukkottai
North District secretary and
organising secretary by Mr.
Palaniswami on Wednesday
for supporting the trust
vote in the Assembly.

TVK’s o�er
The Congress has been of-
fered a place in the TVK go-
vernment and the party has
accepted the o�er, All India
Congress Committee in-
charge for Tamil Nadu Gir-
ish Chodankar said.

Both AIADMK factions
move Assembly Speaker;
Congress set to join govt.

Police personnel guarding the AIADMK o�ice, as part of security

arrangements, in Chennai on Thursday. RAGU R

A day after the split in the AIADMK Legislature Party, Edappadi Palaniswami-led faction and the

rebel camp leaders trade charges and demand that the petition �led by the other side be rejected

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

DMK president and former
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
said on Thursday that he
took responsibility for the
party’s defeat in the 2026
Assembly election.

“One is blaming another,
and they are pointing the
�nger at someone else.
There will be no end to it if
we keep blaming one anoth-
er. When I take pride in vic-
tory, I should also take res-
ponsibility for defeat. There
is nothing wrong in it,” he
said, at a meeting of the
DMK district secretaries
held at the party headquar-
ters, Anna Arivalayam, in
Chennai.

While underscoring the
importance of the district
secretaries, he said it should
not become the norm that
only they were important.
“Everyone is important. A
building stands, supported
by all its pillars. If someone
feels they cannot live up to
expectations, they can
leave,” Mr. Stalin said.

What had happened in
the election was a new and
attractive “tsunami of illu-
sion”, he said. “By tsunami,
I do not mean any achieve-
ment or adventure. I only

mean that it has caused
great damage. It has dam-
aged the interests of Tamil
Nadu,” he said, referring to
the victory of the TVK, led
by Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay. He said the district se-
cretaries should think of
ways to rescue the people
from the ‘tsunami’. 

‘Must introspect’
“Where is the problem? It is
important to introspect...
We have to study it. Each
constituency has its own
problems. It is just an elec-
toral current, and it does
not mean we cannot recov-
er. We have to change our
activities with a little more
care. More importantly, we
should work in unity,” he
said. Mr. Stalin stressed the
need for eliciting the opi-
nion of party members at all
levels on the reasons for the
defeat. 

I take responsibility
for poll defeat, says 
Stalin; attributes it to 
a ‘tsunami of illusion’ 

DMK chief M.K. Stalin

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Himachal Pradesh go-
vernment has adopted a
twin-pronged approach to
eradicate the drug menace,
even as it identi�ed 234 Pan-
chayats severely a�ected by
chitta (heroin) abuse and
tra�cking, categorising
them under the ‘red zone’.

Under its ‘anti-chitta’ mo-
del, the State government
has clamped down on drug
tra�ckers while simultane-
ously focusing on the reha-
bilitation of victims a�ected
by substance abuse. As a
part of its strategy, not only
drug tra�ckers but also
drug abuse patterns were
mapped at panchayat level.

Himachal Pradesh has
become the �rst State in the
country to identify drug ad-
dicts and tra�ckers at the
village level and categorised
areas into red, yellow and
green zones based on the

cases of heroin in the pan-
chayats, said a government
spokesperson on Thursday.

The model launched by
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu is now drawing
attention from across the
country. The regional o�ce
of the Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB) has sought a de-
tailed report from the State
government to study the
model and explore its im-
plementation in other States
for more e�ective action

against the drug menace,
said the spokesperson.

174 o�enders detained
As part of this strategy, the
government invoked the
Prevention of Illicit Tra�c in
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances Act and
detained 174 o�enders, pro-
pelling Himachal Pradesh to
the top position in the coun-
try in terms of stringent ac-
tion taken under the law,
said the statement.

NCB seeks to replicate H.P.’s
twin-pronged ‘anti-heroin’
plan of action in other States
The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Police personnel with three drug suppliers arrested during an

anti-narcotics operation in Shimla district. FILE PHOTO

Trade union activists, un-
organised labourers and
civil rights practitioners
here on Thursday de-
manded a revision in mini-
mum wages in Rajasthan
to enable workers to earn a
“digni�ed livelihood”. Ra-
jasthan ranks among the
States where the minimum
wage rates are the lowest.

Addressing a State-level
convention at the Samagra
Seva Sangh headquarters
here, activists said the cur-
rent wage rates were in-
adequate for meeting the
basic necessities of food,
healthcare, education,
rent and transportation.
Since the workers are un-
able to cover minimum ex-
penses for their families,
their debt burden conti-

nues to mount.
The speakers at the con-

vention called for increas-
ing minimum wages to
₹26,000 per month and in-
corporating actual in�a-
tion rates and the cost of
living into the wage deter-
mination process. A reso-
lution stated that the varia-
ble dearness allowance

should be reviewed regu-
larly as part of wage incre-
ments and the minimum
wages revised every six
months.

Calls for setting up panel
Several speakers raised the
issues of silicosis infection
at work, precarious em-
ployment, delayed wage

payments and weak enfor-
cement of labour rights.
The resolution proposed
the constitution of a Peo-
ple’s Workers’ Commis-
sion for sending recom-
mendations to the
government and a Mini-
mum Wage Struggle Front
to formulate future strate-
gies and spearhead a State-
wide dialogue and
struggle.

While Centre of Indian
Trade Unions (CITU) State
president Ravindra Shukla
said the current minimum
wage rates in Rajasthan
were anti-workers, All In-
dia Trade Union Congress
(AITUC) general secretary
Kunal Rawat said the fai-
lure to provide adequate
wage increases, despite
rising in�ation, constitut-
ed a direct assault on the
lives of workers.

Unorganised labourers, trade unions in
Rajasthan seek minimum wage revision
The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

Activists said as workers are unable to cover minimum expenses for

their families, their debt burden continues to mount. FILE PHOTO

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday removed
an o�ce bearer of its farm-
ers’ wing in Madhya Pra-
desh after he celebrated his
appointment with a large
number of cars in his con-
voy, days after Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi urged
the countrymen to save fuel
amid the West Asia crisis.

Sajjan Singh Yadav had
recently been appointed
the Bhind district president
of BJP’s Kisan Morcha and
returned home with much
fanfare, leading to tra�c
woes in the region. Multiple
videos showing his convoy,
comprising mostly SUVs
with banners of his appoint-
ment causing tra�c conges-

tions, sparked outrage on
the social media on May 13. 

In a letter dated May 14,
Kisan Morcha’s State unit
chief Jaipal Chavda said that
Mr. Yadav’s appointment
has been cancelled on di-
rections of M.P. BJP chief
Hemant Khandelwal. 

Not lone incident
Earlier on May 11, just a day
after Mr. Modi’s clarion call,
BJP leader Soubhagya Singh
travelled from Ujjain to
Bhopal with hundreds of
cars to assume his charge as
the new chairperson of
Madhya Pradesh Textbook
Corporation.

The Opposition Congress
launched attacks on the rul-
ing party, saying BJP leaders
“themselves tore Mr. Modi’s
appeal to shreds”.

M.P. BJP leader loses
post over large convoy
despite austerity appeal

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on
Thursday issued an order
mandating the singing of
National Song Vande Mata-
ram in all State-run schools
during assembly prayers
before commencement of
classes.

“In supersession of all
previous orders and prac-
tices, the government of
West Bengal has mandated
the singing of National
Song of Bharat – Vande
Mataram, during school
assembly prayers before
commencement of classes
in all schools under the
School Education Depart-
ment across West Bengal,
e�ective immediately,” Mr.
Adhikari posted on social
media, sharing the noti�-
cation by the School Edu-
cation Department.

The noti�cation re-

serves the order by the Tri-
namool Congress in No-
vember 2025, where the
government made it man-
datory for all schools run
and aided by the State go-
vernment to sing the State
Song, Banglar Mati, Ban-
glar Jol, during their morn-
ing assembly. The Banglar
Mati, Banglar Jol is a 1905
composition of Rabindra-
nath Tagore which means
The Soil of Bengal, The Wa-
ter of Bengal.

In February 2026, the

Union government had
said in a set of instructions
to States and other govern-
ment bodies that Vande
Mataram should be sung
or played before the na-
tional anthem Jana Gana
Mana when both the songs
are played at an event.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party-led government had
also organised a debate in
Parliament to mark the
150th anniversary of the
song, written by Bengali
novelist Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay.

Campaign issue
During the campaign for
the West Bengal Assembly
poll, the BJP leadership
had accused the Trina-
mool Congress govern-
ment of not giving due re-
cognition to Vande
Mataram. Some members
of the family of Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay al-
so joined the BJP.

Singing of Vande Mataram

must in all State-run schools
during assembly: W.B. govt.
Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

CM Suvendu Adhikari

For the �rst time since its
implementation in Uttarak-
hand last year, police have
invoked provisions of the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in
a nikah halala case along-
side dowry and other crimi-
nal o�ences on a complaint
�led by a woman against
her husband and in-laws.

Nikah halala is a prac-
tice in some interpretations
of Muslim personal law in-
volving remarriage require-
ments after divorce. It has
remained politically and le-
gally contentious in India.

The case stems from an
FIR registered at the Bhag-
wanpur police station in
Haridwar on April 4 follow-
ing which a chargesheet

was submitted on Thurs-
day. The accuser, Shabana,
approached the police with
a written complaint over al-
legations of dowry harass-
ment, cruelty and ‘o�enc-
es’ linked to Muslim
marriage laws. The FIR was
initially registered under
Sections 3 and 4 of the
Dowry Prohibition Act, Sec-
tions 3 and 4 of the Muslim
Women (Protection of
Rights on Marriage) Act,
and Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta Sections 115(2) and 85.
Police also examined nikah
halala charges, as alleged
in the complaint. They said
evidence emerged during
probe supporting the addi-
tion of Sections 32(1)(ii) and
32(1)(iii) of the UCC. Police
have named nine accused
in the case.

First nikah halala

case �led under 
UCC in Uttarakhand
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
on Thursday rode a motorbike to Vidhan Bhavan
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for
austerity measures. The bike rally of the Chief
Minister and his convoy drew the ire of the
Opposition which asked the Ministers to use
public transport instead. Congress leader Varsha
Gaikwad also quizzed the Chief Minister over an
alleged lack of Pollution under Control (PUC)
certi�cation for the bike he used. The BJP hit out
at the Congress, calling it a cheap publicity
attempt, claiming that the digital certi�cation
was in place.

CM Fadnavis’s bike ride for
austerity draws Opposition ire

INBRIEF
�

The ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) in Bi-
har on Thursday received
its �rst electoral setback af-
ter Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary assumed the
top post as the Opposition
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
won the Bhojpur-Buxar Le-
gislative Council seat. 

RJD’s Sonu Rai defeated
Janata Dal (United) candi-
date Kanhaiya Prasad in
the bypoll held on May 12. 

It was necessitated by
the resignation of Mr. Pra-
sad’s father, Radha Charan
Sah, who gave up the seat
upon his election to the As-
sembly from the Sandesh
constituency last year.

Mr. Rai won the election
by 340 votes. He secured
2,486 of the 5,956 votes
cast, while Mr. Prasad gar-
nered 2,146 votes.

Six candidates, includ-

ing four Independents,
contested the byelection.
JD(U) rebel Manoj Upad-
hyay got 636 votes.

Reacting to the victory,
RJD working president Te-
jashwi Yadav said, “We
have maintained from the
very beginning that if elec-
tions in the country and
the State are conducted us-
ing ballot papers, the NDA
would not stand a chance
anywhere. In the Bihar As-
sembly election, we se-
cured over 150 seats via
postal ballots. However, we
were defeated through a
combination of systemic
manipulation, technical
manoeuvring, conspiracy,
deceit, and fraud.” 

Setback for NDA
as RJD wins MLC 
byelection in Bihar

Sonu Rai defeated
JD(U) candidate
Kanhaiya Prasad by
340 votes in bypoll
held on May 12

Amit Bhelari
PATNA
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States

The Telangana High Court
will take a �nal call on Fri-
day on the pre-bail request
of Union Minister of State
for Home A�airs Bandi
Sanjay Kumar’s son Sai Ba-
geerath in a case registered
under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act against
him. 

After hearing argu-
ments in the criminal peti-
tion �led by Mr. Bageerath
on Thursday, Justice T.
Madhavi Devi of the HC va-
cation bench adjourned
the hearing of the anticipa-
tory bail for one week. The
contentions of senior
counsel S. Niranjan Reddy
centred around granting
interim protection from
police arresting his client,
Mr. Bageerath in the POC-
SO case before the bench
decided the anticipatory
bail prayer. 

Bail plea in POCSO case
He contended there was
no bar on granting antici-
patory bail in POCSO cas-
es, unlike the Prevention of
Atrocities against Sche-
duled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes Act cases.
“But I am making an argu-
ment only for interim pro-
tection till my anticipatory
bail is to be considered,”
the senior counsel said-
.Protests continued in Hyd-
erabad on Thursday.

HC to take up
Bageerath’s
request for
protection
from arrest

Marri Ramu
HYDERABAD

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said courts can-
not give up their duty to
judicially review religious
practices to examine if
they violate fundamental
liberties, though the prim-
ary obligation to usher in
reform and ensure social
welfare lay with the
legislature.

Appearing before a
nine-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant in the Sabarimala
review hearing, amicus cu-

riae senior advocate K. Pa-
rameshwar, said the judici-
ary could neither remain a
passive observer nor an
overzealous reformer.

“Constitutional courts
cannot give up their res-
ponsibility. It is not a ques-
tion of power. It is the duty
of a constitutional court,”
the Chief Justice said. Mr.
Parameshwar contended
that the validity of religious
rights must not be judge-
don factors such as ration-
ality. The court reserved
the case for judgment after
16 days of hearing. .

SC Bench
concludes
Sabarimala
reference
hearing 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

C
ongress’s Chief Mi-
nister-designate for
Kerala V.D. Sathee-

san appeared to extend an
olive branch to the All In-
dia Congress Committee
(AICC) general secretary
K.C. Venugopal, MP, and
senior leader and MLA-
elect Ramesh Chennithala,
who were in the reckoning
for the top post since the
announcement of the elec-
tion results on May 4. 

Mr. Satheesan termed
Mr. Chennithala, who was
the United Democratic
Front’s (UDF) campaign
committee chairperson, as
“his leader, close friend
and beloved party compa-
triot”. He also appeared to
place on record Mr. Venu-
gopal’s “immense contri-
bution to the UDF’s histor-
ic win”. 

Mr. Satheesan attribut-
ed the 10-day period of un-
certainty that plagued
Congress’s Chief Minister
selection process to the
“galaxy of leaders immen-
sely quali�ed for the post”. 

‘No loss of face’
“Other governing parties
have taken more time to
form the government.
There is no loss of face for
the Congress, as alleged by
those lacking a sense of his-
tory. Choosing the Chief

Minister designate was a la-
borious and crucial task for
the high command,” he ad-
ded. Mr. Sathesan said the
UDF would fast-track the
formation of the govern-
ment and that he “dedicat-
ed” his post to “the people
of Kerala” and promised
the State a “new era” of
progress and develop-
ment. 

Mr. Satheesan also sin-
gled out the Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML)
State president Panakkad
Syed Sadikali Shihab Than-
gal, IUML’s national gener-
al secretary P.K. Kunhali-
kutty and Kerala Congress
leader P.J. Joseph for their
“un�inching support”.

Simultaneously, new

factional battle lines
seemed to emerge in the
Congress in Kerala as Mr.
Chennithala did not attend
the Congress Parliamen-
tary Party (CPP) meeting at
the Kerala Legislative As-
sembly complex later in
the day.

Mr. Chennithala’s ‘loyal-
ist’ and MLA-designate
Jyothikumar Chamakala
told presspersons in Thiru-
vananthapuram that the
leader was not at home. He
demurred when asked
whether Mr. Chennithala
would attend the CPP
meeting or join the United
Democratic Front (UDF)
Cabinet. Mr. Chamakala
was with Mr. Chennithala,
along with MLAs-elect An-

war Sadat and T.J. Vinod,
when the All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC)’s
announcement nominat-
ing Mr. Satheesan as Chief
Minister broke on televi-
sion news channels.

General secretary of the
Nair Service Society G. Su-
kumaran Nair slammed
the Congress high com-
mand for ‘capitulating’ to
the IUML by choosing Mr.
Satheesan as the Chief Mi-
nister candidate. 

“The high command
broke convention and mur-
dered democracy by over-
looking the opinion of
MLAs-elect and also the se-
niority of Mr. Chennithala.
Its capitulation to the IUML
is pathetic,” he said.

Satheesan holds out an olive

branch to other contenders 

Powerplay: (left to right) Congress leaders V.D. Satheesan, Ramesh Chennithala, K.C. Venugopal. ANI 

Kerala CM-designate calls Chennithala ‘his leader and close friend’; praises Venugopal’s ‘immense

contribution to UDF’s historic win’; some groups say high command gave in to IUML’s pressure

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A day after cutting the
number of vehicles in his
convoy in response to the
call made by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for cut-
ting down fuel consump-
tion in the wake of con�ict
in West Asia, Andhra Pra-
desh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu on
Thursday appealed for aus-
terity in the State, urging
the administration and pu-
blic to embrace a culture of
savings, responsible
spending and sustainable
living. 

At a Cabinet meeting
held in the Secretariat in
Amaravati on Thursday,
the Chief Minister an-
nounced that the govern-
ment would soon launch
‘My Nation – My Responsi-
bility’, an awareness cam-
paign aimed at encourag-
ing people to adopt
disciplined �nancial habits
and avoid unnecessary
expenditures.

Making it clear that sym-
bolic gestures would not
help, Mr. Naidu said reduc-
ing the security convoys
for Ministers and VIPs was
a beginning. He directed

the Ministers to prepare
department-wise action
plans within 48 hours. The
Chief Minister instructed
the Ministers to cut down
expenditure during the
district visits and advised
the o�cials to avoid fo-
reign tours, unless neces-
sary. Stressing the impor-
tance of technology-driven
governance, Mr. Naidu
pushed for wider use of
virtual meetings. 

He suggested exploring
the feasibility of work-
from-home systems in suit-
able sectors.

In a move that sparked
discussion within bureau-
cratic circles, Mr. Naidu
sought details of the num-
ber of o�cial vehicles be-
ing used by IAS o�cers.

Learning that some se-
nior o�cials, including
those in the CMO, handling
multiple departments,
were using four to �ve veh-
icles, he said every o�cer
must use only one o�cial
vehicle. The Chief Minister
also stressed energy con-
servation, directing all go-
vernment o�ces to main-
tain the air-conditioner
temperatures between 24
degree celsius and 26 de-
gree celsius. 

Use only one vehicle,
avoid foreign tours,
Naidu tells o�cials
The Hindu Bureau 
VIJAYAWADA
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Corrections & Clarifications

A report, “CBI arrests five, conducts raids across India in NEET leak case”

(Front Page, May 14), referred to “three brothers — Mangilal Biwal, Vikas

Biwal, and Dinesh Biwal”. However, Dinesh and Mangilal are brothers,

while Vikas is Mangilal’s son.

The Readers’ Editor’s o�ice can be contacted by Telephone:
+91-44-28576347/28576300; E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

I
ndia’s April retail in�ation, at a 13-month
high of 3.48%, is only marginally higher than
its March print of 3.4%, and continues to re-

main deceptively benign. Wholesale in�ation has
more than doubled to 8.3% in April from 3.88% in
March — a 42-month high — signalling that sub-
stantial upstream price pressures are still work-
ing their way through the economy. Unsurpris-
ingly, the spike in the Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) has been led by soaring fuel and power
prices, which rose 24.71%, while petroleum and
natural gas prices surged 67.2%. This clearly indi-
cates that the full impact of rising energy costs
has not yet been passed on to end-consumers.
However, such a pass-through now appears im-
minent. Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri recently indicated that the Centre may
have little choice but to raise retail petrol and die-
sel prices, with public sector oil marketing com-
panies reportedly absorbing “under-recoveries”
of nearly ₹30,000 crore a month since the U.S.-Is-
raeli war with Iran began. Any increase in retail
fuel prices will have economy-wide implications.

April retail in�ation has already been driven
chie�y by food, with the Consumer Food Price In-
dex rising to 4.2% from 3.87% in March. Predicta-
bly, restaurants and accommodation services
witnessed among the sharper increases, re�ect-
ing the cascading e�ect of rising commercial LPG
prices. The price of the widely used 19.2 kg com-
mercial LPG cylinder has risen by roughly ₹850-
₹1,000 over revisions since the con�ict began,
while the 5 kg canister has reportedly seen in-
creases of over ₹200 in several markets. The can-
ister is extensively used by migrant wage labour
across the country, directly feeding into food bas-
ket costs and potentially dampening consump-
tion demand. This comes even as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has appealed to people to refrain
from “extravagant spending on weddings and tra-
vel abroad” and to cut back on buying precious
metals for a year. Consequently, the Centre dou-
bled import duties on gold and silver in an at-
tempt to discourage safe-haven investments and
ease pressure on the rupee, which has depreciat-
ed by nearly 8.5% against the U.S. dollar in the
past two-and-a-half months since the con�ict be-
gan. For context, the rupee had depreciated by
roughly 2%-3% annually on average over the pre-
vious �ve �scal years. The current slide is there-
fore exceptionally sharp. It is increasingly evident
that retail in�ation is bursting at the seams and
will likely �nd fuller expression in the months
ahead. The sharp divergence between the Con-
sumer Price Index and WPI suggests that produc-
ers are still absorbing a signi�cant share of rising
costs, a situation that is unlikely to remain sus-
tainable. This leaves the Reserve Bank of India
with limited room but to eventually tighten mo-
netary policy in order to keep in�ation within its
tolerance band of 2%-6%. What is unfolding is not
merely transient in�ation driven by commodity
volatility, but also broader systemic in�ationary
pressure, with limited manoeuvring space for
both the government and the central bank.

Bursting at the seams
The current rise in in�ation is not

transient, but systemic

O
ver the past decade, India’s response to
extreme heat has settled into a familiar
choreography. Summer comes and the

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
regurgitates its tally of rising preparedness. The
16th Finance Commission has gone further, re-
commending that heatwaves be noti�ed as a na-
tional disaster — a designation that would unbolt
the door to dedicated central funding. But the
heat action plan, as currently conceived, has
reached the limits of what it can do. Even the
NDMA concedes that the quality of these plans is
uneven — several are imitations of plans drafted
elsewhere. Where implementation happens at
all, it leans heavily on short-term palliatives such
as water kiosks, public advisories, and shaded
waiting areas at bus stops. While these measures
save lives at the margins, they do not alter the un-
derlying exposure of the tens of millions of In-
dians who work, commute and sleep in condi-
tions that are becoming, in the most clinical
sense of the word, biologically untenable.

What India needs is something larger and
more ambitious — a national cooling doctrine; a
scalable framework that treats sustained access
to safe indoor temperatures as a public-health en-
titlement to be guaranteed. The doctrine must
begin where the harm is most acute: mandatory
minimum cooling standards for indoor workplac-
es — factories, warehouses, commercial kitchens,
call centres, delivery hubs — backed by an honest
and fair inspection regime. Technology will have
to do the heavy lifting by deploying passive cool-
ing materials, re�ective roo�ng deployed at scale,
district cooling systems for dense urban zones,
and cheaper, more e�cient air conditioning cali-
brated for the peculiarities of Indian grids. But
the problem cannot be solved by importing solu-
tions designed for the temperate, wealthy econo-
mies of the global North. India’s heat is wetter,
longer and more humid than the dry European
summers that produced much of the existing
cooling literature. Most Indians cannot a�ord the
energy bills that western-style mechanical cool-
ing implicitly assumes, as the grid in India, even
on its best days, can supply at most 60% of its in-
stalled capacity. There is no quick �x on o�er but
to keep printing heat action plans while indoor
temperatures climb is no longer a serious answer
— it is theatre.

Cooling doctrine
Access to safe indoor temperatures
must be a public-health entitlement

U
nited States President Donald Trump’s
tari� wars against friend and foe over
the last year now pale in comparison to
the upheaval created by the

unprecedented Israeli-American attack on Iran
and counterstrikes. For decades, India’s stakes in
a stable and friendly Tehran have been huge for
energy security, geopolitical advantage, and
space for strategic autonomy. If the Ukraine war
tested India’s foreign policy agility and
independence, the Iran war is a generational
challenge. The slew of economic and defence
deals that India signed with European countries
recently was popularly seen as a signal of major
geoeconomic and geopolitical shift in India’s
favour. In this new West Asian war scenario, it is
already clear that deals with France and the
European Union (EU) hardly give India a stronger
hand.

Strategic autonomy is di�cult
The 114 Rafale �ghter jet purchase from France
and the India-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
pointed to historic achievements. These
surprisingly quick denouements (after 20 years of
slow negotiations on the FTA and extended talks
on the Rafales since 2016) were mostly rearguard
actions against Mr. Trump’s punishing tari�s. But
New Delhi and some European countries such as
France seemed to believe they were important
steps toward a more distributed multipolar world
order against American unilateralism.
Washington’s disregard for potentially
catastrophic e�ects from the attack on Iran on
global commerce and security are showing that
U.S. unipolarity is holding fast.

Until Mr. Trump’s coercive tari�s, New Delhi
did not have to worry much about independence
in economic policymaking. That is because unlike
the post war American-led military order with the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and
Asian formal treaty alliances, Washington’s liberal
economic order tended to be open and inclusive,
driven largely by market forces. The double
whammy of economic and military unilateralism
will now make it more di�cult for countries such
as India to exercise strategic autonomy.

President Trump is changing the economic
system in ways that mirror the exclusivist military
system. The U.S. government is increasingly
demanding a greater alignment of the economic
policies of other countries with American
strategic interests. This is a fundamental break
from the earlier practice and it threatens the
entire post-Second World War liberal economic
order. New Delhi has been able to pick and
choose close economic tie-ups with the U.S.

while, at the same time, keeping its distance from
alliance politics. That had not stopped the U.S.
from nurturing commercial ties with India in a
big way since 2000. Indeed, the U.S. overtook
China as India’s largest trading partner in 2021-22.
But note that China was at the top of India’s
economic partners even as U.S.-China relations
were sharply declining. All this is to say that until
very recently, economic and strategic relations
could co-exist along competing trajectories.

For India and the U.S., a convergence of
interests about a rising China had brought their
relations to a level that appeared irreversible.
Even as this meeting of the minds occurred,
India’s diversi�cation of big power partnerships
remained intact. India’s ability to maintain good
relations simultaneously with the U.S., Russia,
China, Iran, Israel, Vietnam, and the major
European powers — without taking strong sides,
even under duress — is the clearest expression
and exercise of strategic autonomy.

Mr. Trump’s arbitrary demands to discontinue
crude oil imports from Russia, forego the
strategic partnership with Iran on Chabahar port,
desist from even considering a de-dollarise
option in BRICS, and clearly align with American
geoeconomic and geopolitical interests, pose the
biggest challenge to India’s strategic autonomy in
decades. America’s 30-day waiver for Russian oil
purchases owing to energy supply chain
disruptions came as a brief reprieve for India, yet
on terms set by Washington. It was more than just
an embarrassment for India when a U.S.
submarine sank an Iranian naval ship (IRIS Dena)
in the Indian Ocean that was returning from the
Indian Navy’s International Fleet Review 2026
naval exercise on March 4. India’s image as the
key regional naval power took a big hit.

Deals with Europe have not eliminated risks
India’s FTA with the EU and historic Rafale �ght
jet deal with France are two developments that
many interpreted as India trying to manage the
new autonomy dilemma created by Mr. Trump.
New Delhi chose French �ghter jets over Russian
and American jets with the hope that it would
�nally get the technology transfer and domestic
production it has long sought. India is growing,
and so is its military; it will keep buying, and
France is locking itself into a huge commercial
deal.

For India, while the spending is extremely
high, it will not get a better deal with the U.S.; and
it will not get a better performing �ghter jet from
Russia. In this geopolitical climate, this deal helps
both India and France as they want to diversify
partners and protect their strategic autonomy.

But there is some doubt about just how much
tech is being transferred and the fact that source
codes and algorithms will be under French
control. This means that India will be wedded to
the French for upgrades. This also could
undercut India’s ‘Make in India’ aspiration.

As for the FTA, we could see this in the context
of Mr. Trump’s economic assaults and a rushed
attempt to save the idea of a liberal economic
world order. But there are domestic political
hurdles in India to overcome, from farmers and
industrial workers who are a big electoral chunk.
Moreover, France and the EU might be using
commerce and trade now as a way to gain
leverage over India. De-risking from Mr. Trump’s
uncertainties through the FTA has obviously not
eliminated political or economic risks.

America’s long shadow
What seems the �imsiest basis for strengthening
strategic autonomy is the novel idea of a common
perception of a new world order. Geopolitically
speaking, India is much more in favour of global
multipolarity than western countries. Europe
(less France) tends to fall into line with the U.S.
under pressure. At this particular moment of Mr.
Trump’s high-handedness with Europe, it is not
surprising that Europe is turning to countries
such as India. But historically they have followed
the American lead.

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s speech at
the Munich Security Conference in February
2026 made it clear that Europe and America
belong together, casting it in common
civilisational and identity terms which leaves the
Global South out in the cold. He minced no
words, openly whitewashing western colonial
expansion and calling for a “western supply
chain” to regain its position. This suggests that a
new geoeconomic alliance system of this sort
would be hierarchical. The Global South seems to
be less partners, more targets of competition.
The standing ovation for Mr. Rubio from a
supposedly critical European audience spoke
volumes.

In this era of culture contests and tribalism, it
is hard to see a natural a�nity between Europe
and India when the going gets tough. As the
world remains shell shocked by the Iran war, it is
clear that European states will e�ectively
facilitate American and Israeli interests despite
the display of reservations by pronouncements
such as “not our war” on the West Asian con�ict.
In any new regional order that emerges, it is also
clear that New Delhi will hardly be able to count
on the Europeans for Indian strategic autonomy
purposes.

The Iran war, India’s strategic autonomy challenges
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I
ndia has made remarkable strides in health
care over the past four decades. It has built
institutions of global repute, trained

exceptional clinicians, and expanded access to
advanced treatments. Yet, even as it celebrates
these achievements, it must confront a deeper
truth: it has built a system that responds to illness
far more e�ectively than it preserves health.

For too long, health has been viewed as
something to recover after it is lost, rather than
something to protect every day.

After four decades of building the institutions
of modern medicine in India, I have come to
understand that the greatest threat to our
national health is not the disease we have failed
to cure. It is the disease that we have failed to
prevent.

We, as a civilisation, have confused the
treatment of illness with the pursuit of health.
These are not the same endeavour. One begins
when something is already broken. The other is
an act of continuous, deliberate care for oneself,
for one’s family, for the generations that will
inherit the consequences of choices made today.
India has built a world-class capacity to heal. It
must now build the culture and the will to
protect.

A civilisational reckoning
Non-communicable diseases — heart attack,
strokes, cancer, diabetes, and infectious diseases
— are now the leading cause of death in India,
surpassing infectious illnesses. Approximately

270 million Indians live with chronic disease
today, the majority unaware of their condition
until the body has already begun to fail. This is
not a medical statistic. It is a measure of a society
that must learn to listen to itself.

The economic consequences for a young
democracy can be severe and compounding.
Preventable illness diminishes the contribution of
individuals who might otherwise have given their
best years not to illness but to their work, their
children, and their country. A nation cannot
reach its highest potential while its people are
quietly losing ground to conditions that need not
have taken hold.

The window for action
Insights from large-scale health assessments,
including Apollo Hospitals Health of the Nation
Report 2026, point to a critical window in early
adulthood. The decade between 30 years and 40
years of age is emerging as a turning point. It is
during these years when individuals are most
engaged in building careers and supporting
families that early metabolic and cardiovascular
risks begin to take hold.

By the age of 40, a signi�cant proportion of
individuals are no longer disease-free. The
concern is not only the presence of disease but
also the absence of awareness. Most people do
not seek care because they do not feel unwell. By
the time symptoms appear, the opportunity for
early reversal is often lost.

And yet, there is reason for optimism. The

human body is remarkably resilient when
intervention is timely. Early detection, lifestyle
correction, and sustained monitoring can
prevent, delay, or even reverse many of these
conditions. The window exists — but it does not
remain open inde�nitely.

This is why India must now embrace a new
paradigm: one of self-stewardship.

Push for transformation
Prevention is not a programme. It is not a policy
intervention or a campaign to be launched and
forgotten. It is a philosophy — one that asks each
of us to understand that the stewardship of our
own health is among the most consequential
duties we carry. Not only for ourselves, but for
everyone who depends upon us, and for a nation
whose extraordinary promise rests entirely upon
the vitality of its people.

India has the knowledge and the
infrastructure. What remains is the
transformation of habit — a culture of early
action, of routine checks, of health understood
not as the absence of disease but as the active,
daily commitment to life.

The legacy a nation leaves is measured in the
health and the hope it passes forward. The
ambitions we hold for India — economic, social,
and global — rest on the strength, vitality, and
longevity of its citizens.

That reckoning can begin not in a hospital but
in the choices that homes and families make
before one is ever needed.

Building a preventive health culture in India

Dr. Prathap C.
Reddy 
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The country’s
economic and
social progress
depends on
citizen health
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Kerala CM selection
Ultimately, the All India
Congress Committee has
succeeded in selecting the
most suitable leader for the
post of Chief Minister of
Kerala. V.D. Satheesan had
already served e�ectively as
the Leader of the
Opposition during the
previous regime, gaining
valuable administrative and
political experience.
Moreover, in the recently
concluded Assembly
elections, the Congress-led
UDF secured a resounding
victory under his leadership,
clearly reflecting the
confidence reposed in him
by both the party and the
people.
At the same time, it would
not be appropriate for
leaders to aspire to the
highest o�ice merely on the
basis of their position as
Members of Parliament or

10), was moving. Several
photographs have captured
the raw emotion, tragedy,
and chaos of India’s darkest
moments, serving as
enduring and unfiltered
records of history. When
one thinks of tragic images
etched in public memory,
photographs by the
legendary photojournalist,
Raghu Rai, instantly come
to mind. His photographs
following the 1984 Bhopal
gas tragedy remain among
the most haunting
depictions of the disaster.
Similarly, his cover
photograph after Indira
Gandhi’s assassination is
still regarded as one of
India’s most memorable
images of grief.

R. Sivakumar,
Chennai

Tamil Nadu, has a duty and
responsibility to encourage
regular engagement with
print media among the
people he has now
politically mobilised. In
addition, he should pay
attention to prominent
voices in the conventional
print media. Such a move
would help young parties
such as the TVK broaden
their outreach among a
wider section of voters.
A. Venkatasubramanian,

Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu

A certain set of images
The article, “When grief has
a face” (Open Page, May

by social media in the
phenomenal success of the
actor-turned-politician’s
party within a short span of
time. On the flip side, social
media algorithms tend to
polarise people towards
extreme viewpoints.
In sharp contrast, news
reports in the conventional
print media often reflect
ground realities more
accurately. The balanced
mindset of a large section of
Tamil Nadu’s voters is
evident from the fact that
quite a few did not support
the TVK in the election. In
this context, Mr. Vijay, as the
elected Chief Minister of

Panic-driven demand and
hoarding can quickly turn a
manageable situation into a
real and widespread
shortage, despite the
availability of adequate
reserves. In this context, the
media must spread
awareness about the actual
fuel situation and inform
citizens about what they
can do. A well-informed
citizenry can help prevent
hoarding, ensure equitable
distribution, and maintain
calm.
Anushk Singh,

Raipur, Chhattisgarh

Floor test and governance
That Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay and
the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam-led alliance won
the floor test after days of
hectic political activity is
welcome. One cannot deny
the significant role played

their proximity to the
Congress high command.
Leadership opportunities
should also be extended to
those who demonstrate the
capability, vision, and
intellect required to govern
the State e�ectively.
Basavaraj N. Akki,

Dharwad, Karnataka

Message and reaction
While the intention behind
the Prime Minister’s recent
appeal urging citizens to
conserve fuel and avoid
ostentation and luxury is
commendable, it has
inadvertently triggered
panic among some sections
of the public, leading to
large-scale stockpiling of
petrol and diesel. Such
behaviour not only disrupts
the supply chain but also
creates unnecessary fear
and instability in the
market.
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Warsaw, May 13: The streets of Warsaw are now
calm and orderly and communications and
transport are normal.

The anti-Government coup began on
Wednesday morning when regiments quartered
in the neighbourhood of Warsaw becoming
excited at the news of the attempted
assassination of Marshal Pilsudski, marched on
the capital, where they were joined by the
garrison. Pilsudski assumed command of the
combined forces and occupied the town after a
brief engagement. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MAY 15, 1926

Polish revolt

F
ollowing the recent electoral setbacks
of two of the largest constituents of the
INDIA bloc, the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) and the Trinamool

Congress, there is renewed debate over the
future of Opposition politics in India. Do these
developments signal the end of the road for the
INDIA bloc, or are they part of a longer,
structural shift in Indian politics? Professor K.K.
Kailash and Yashwant Deshmukh discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by
Sobhana K. Nair. Edited excerpts:

Despite India’s vast diversity in terms of
religion, language, and caste, nearly 80% of
States are now ruled by the BJP, while the
Congress governs only a handful of them. Are
we moving from a multipolar political
landscape to a more bipolar one?

Yashwant Deshmukh: Rather than counting
how many States the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
rules, the more important question is who the
BJP’s principal opponent is in those States. In
almost all major States, it is not the Congress but
regional parties that pose the main challenge:
the Trinamool Congress in West Bengal, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) in Bihar, the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha ( JMM) in Jharkhand,
the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) in Odisha, and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in Delhi, Punjab and even
Gujarat. Bipolarity exists in most States, but it is
not necessarily BJP versus Congress. Bipolar
contests have existed for decades; we have seen
anti-Congress fronts in the past, just as we now
see an anti-BJP front. The form changes, but the
phenomenon is not new.

K.K Kailash: The nature of the
�rst-past-the-post electoral system incentivises
parties to position themselves as one of two
main contenders. At the State level, di�erent
combinations emerge, and when aggregated
nationally, this creates a multiparty system. To
defeat a dominant party, alliances form to
prevent vote splitting. India’s diversity has not
diminished; what has changed is which party is
seen as representing it. In several cases, this has
involved changes in party labels rather than
voter bases, as seen in Arunachal Pradesh in
2016 when legislators shifted to the BJP. What
appears to be bipolarity at the national level
conceals a far more complex State-level reality. 

Even with 240 seats, well short of a majority,
and at the head of a coalition government,
the BJP appears to be pursuing a strong,
centralised governing model. Does this
suggest that the era of coalition-driven

governance is e�ectively over?

YD: The BJP’s functioning at the Centre
resembles the 2014 model. One might have
expected greater pressure from allies, but that
has not happened. This is largely because the
BJP’s allies are deeply rooted in anti-Congress
politics, making it di�cult for them to shift
alignments. I believe the INDIA bloc was
structurally designed to fail in the long run. The
collective tally of the INDIA bloc in 2024 is not
signi�cantly di�erent from the Opposition
numbers of 2014. The BJP’s runaway victories in
2014 and 2019 were primarily due to the
Congress’s collapse. The Congress’s tally of 99
came largely from riding on allies like the DMK.
The BJP’s reduced numbers re�ected internal
issues in States such as Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan, not Congress’s growth. Non-Congress
Opposition parties have consistently held their
ground since 2014. It was the Congress’s
weakness that dragged down Opposition totals.
In 2024, the jump from 44 to 99 seats created
the illusion of an Opposition revival. But
regional parties had already reached saturation
in their States. The DMK swept Tamil Nadu,
Mamata Banerjee did the same in Bengal, and
the Samajwadi Party checked the BJP in U.P. 

KKK: The BJP’s allies are primarily State-based
parties focused on extracting bene�ts for their
States. As long as these interests are served, they
have little incentive to challenge the BJP’s
centralised functioning. In earlier coalitions, a
larger pool of regional parties could restrain the
coalition leader. Today, allies lack the numbers
to do so. This has enabled the majoritarian
model seen over the past two years. 

Given a choice, neither the BJP nor the
Congress prefer coalitions. 

Does the defeat of the DMK and the
Trinamool create space for the Congress to

consolidate its position against the BJP?

YD: Hypothetically, yes. The decline of regional
heavyweights could create a vacuum that the
Congress might �ll. But the Congress is not
positioned to do so. Even where the Congress
and the BJP face o� directly, the party struggles
to hold ground. Leadership remains a major
issue. After the May 4 results, four of �ve Chief
Ministers were sworn in quickly; Kerala took
time. Until Congress resolves its organisational
disarray and leadership paralysis, it will not be
able to replace the BJP.

KKK: The defeat of the DMK and the Trinamool
is not good news for the Congress. They weaken
the Opposition’s collective strength and expose
the Congress further in direct contests with the
BJP. The Congress’s inability to occupy space
vacated by regional parties strengthens the BJP’s
narrative that there is no national alternative. A
diverse Opposition with strong State-based
parties provides broader resistance.
Fragmentation only bene�ts the BJP.

The INDIA bloc has also shifted form — now
we may see a new entrant, the TVK — how
does this play out in the intra bloc rivalry?

YD: The Congress’s decision to support Vijay
has come as a great sign of relief for the BJP. The
27 Lok Sabha MPs and nine Rajya Sabha MPs of
the DMK are now completely liberated from the
Congress alliance. The DMK can now operate
just like the way the YSR Congress or the BJD
functioned in Parliament for the last 12 years.
Even if Vijay joins the INDIA bloc, does he have
any MP in the Rajya Sabha or Lok Sabha right
now? One must remember that the DMK has
previously worked with the BJP.

KKK: The TVK is not bringing anything to the
Lok Sabha till 2029. Now, even in 2029, I think a
great deal depends on how the government in
the State functions and whether the people still
have con�dence in them. 

Given all this is there still a case to revive and
strengthen the INDIA bloc ahead of the 2029
general elections?

YD: Well, never say never in politics.
Historically, the BJP is in a similar position as the
Congress used to be. It too faced a strong united
Opposition in 1967, 1977 and 1989. Can a similar
position develop against the BJP? I believe that
every other party barring the Congress has been
delivering their 100% in order to win their
States. The question still wrests on whether the
Congress can get its rank and �le in order. Can
the leadership of the Congress actually start
making some strategic decisions which would
make the party seem like a viable alternative to
the BJP? Without a structural revival within the
Congress, even if their partners win big in their
respective States, the INDIA alliance will remain
weak at the centre. 

KKK: One key element missing from this
discussion is what comparative studies tell us
about legitimacy and delegitimisation. Whether
it is an idea, a party, or a political formation
such as the INDIA bloc, legitimacy is neither
natural nor permanent. These are not inherent
or �xed qualities. Political formations emerge at
particular moments, shaped by speci�c contexts
and circumstances. As those contexts change, so
too do legitimacy and delegitimacy. There is no
guarantee that alliances like INDIA will endure
forever, just as there is no permanent right to
legitimacy enjoyed by any party. Many parties
and ideas have experienced both acceptance
and rejection over time. The Congress, the BJP,
and the DMK have all seen reversals. Ideas, too,
go through cycles. The BJP’s current success
rests partly on its alignment with what has come
to be projected, or constructed, as a national
consensus. But what passes for consensus today
may not hold in the future. Generational shifts
and changing social realities will inevitably
reshape political alignments. A second point is
about opposition. Those excluded from power,
or seen as delegitimised, are not passive
spectators. In a parliamentary and liberal
democracy, opposition is inevitable and
necessary. It cannot be erased or permanently
shut out, and it will continue to adapt
strategically. Even if the INDIA bloc does not
endure, the idea of opposition will. I agree with
the point that this moment is a wake-up call for
the Congress. There is a broad agreement that
the party needs internal revival, cadre building
and clearer leadership. But that raises a �nal
question: if everyone recognises this, and the
Congress does not seem to be acting, does it
know something that the rest of us do not?

Is this the end of the road for the INDIA bloc?

PARLEY

Sharp rift: Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi and DMK

president M.K. Stalin at a meeting in Coimbatore in 2024. PERIASAMY. M
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The defeat of the DMK and the Trinamool is
not good news for the Congress. The
Congress’s inability to occupy space vacated
by regional parties strengthens the BJP’s
narrative that there is no national alternative
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A
s a child, Ted Turner’s father, Ed
Turner, who was a major if over-
bearing in�uence on him told him

to set his goals so high, that they were im-
possible to accomplish in one’s lifetime.
“That way you’ll always have something
ahead of you,” Turner senior told him. Ted
Turner, who died this month at the age of
87 followed this dictum all his life, but not
only did he see many ‘impossible dreams’
come true, he also saw many of them die —
be it the gift of globalised news, or stead-
fast support to the United Nations. 

He gave the world its most important
journalistic invention — 24-hour news,
through the creation of CNN, which he
eventually had to sell. Turner, called “Cap-
tain Outrageous”, also had a personal life
that played out on the public stage. When
asked about his biggest regrets, he told me
there were two in an interview in 2012 — “I
regret losing control of CNN, and I regret
that my marriage [to actress Jane Fonda]
just didn’t work out”, he said.

As a journalism student, my dream was
to work for CNN, a channel that had captiv-
ated everyone with its coverage of the �rst
Gulf War in 1991. At the time, there was no
world news that was truly global, and CNN
was the only U.S. network that interviewed
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. Turner
had banned the word “foreign” across his
network, mandating the word “interna-
tional” instead. In Boston in 1993, I heard
him speak about why, when after a visit to
Cuba where he met with Cuban leader Fi-
del Castro, he realised that much of what
he had grown up believing about Cuba was
propaganda borne of a “my country right
or wrong mentality”. CNN had a show
called “World Report” that aired reports
from local channels around the world, so
that Americans and global audiences
could see news through a di�erent prism. 

Turner was also concerned about global
issues, with his UN Foundation channell-
ing a billion dollars into the UN and its va-
rious projects. In 1985, he set up the Better
World Society with many international �-

gures, including Dr. M.S. Swaminathan,
and funded the “Goodwill Games” in Mos-
cow and Atlanta to counter the U.S.-led
boycott against the Moscow Olympics.

During my days as an intern at the CNN
bureau of the United Nations, I became
Turner’s gopher for a day, on duty to es-
cort him and Jane Fonda at a UNGA meet
ahead of the UN Population summit in Cai-
ro. His enthusiasm for globalisation and
building global citizens was what stayed
with me. Months later, when I was hired to
work at CNN’s “South Asia” bureau, I real-
ised the importance of his diktat on “inter-
national v/s foreign” as I travelled across
the region, including to Pakistan, to report
in a non-partisan way for a global network.
Those were heady days, when the “CNN ef-
fect” — the idea that international coverage
which humanised con�ict in remote areas
could help to drive solutions to the vio-
lence — was on full display. Under Turner,
CNN had major reporting budgets. Once,
we chartered a helicopter to get to the site
of a mid-air collision in rural Haryana. 

However, Turner’s discovery, that 24-
hour news could actually be a pro�table
business became the reason for its down-
fall. In the U.S., networks that had thought
of news as a government-mandated public
service (according to FCC regulations, all
TV stations had to broadcast a certain
amount of news programming every day),
began to set up their own 24-hour CNN co-
pies in order to make money. Instead of
spending on news coverage as a necessity,
they began to look at the “bottom-line” —
chasing stories that would catch attention
rather than important news, and shutting
down their bureaus in world capitals. CNN
too went down the same route after Tur-
ner left, and even the New Delhi bureau
now operates with just skeletal sta�.

When I asked him in 2012 what his ‘im-
possible dream’ was, he said, “a world at
peace”. By the time he died this month,
however, the world is witnessing more
state-based con�icts than at any time since
World War II, when he was born.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

NOTEBOOK

The enduring legacy left behind by
Ted Turner

The mind behind 24-hour globalised news saw its pro�table nature �rst
thrive, and then be commodi�ed

Suhasini Haidar

New York, May 14: Mr. Jimmy Carter, the likely
choice of Democrats to contest the U.S.
Presidency, yesterday indirectly assailed
President Ford for failure to persuade France
and the Federal Republic of Germany at
summit level to halt the sale of nuclear
reprocessing plants to other countries.

Mr. Carter was addressing a private meeting
held at the United Nations on “nuclear energy
and world order.” The meeting, addressed

among others by Dr. S. Eklund,
Director-General of the International Atomic
Energy Agency based at Vienna, was
organised by a number of private
organisations devoted to science and
humanistic problems.

Mr. Carter’s address was signi�cant in that it
disclosed his thinking on the nuclear question
that he might implement in the event of his
election as the next U.S. President in the
November contest. While Mr. Carter did not
name any country in his speech, sources close
to him said he was having in mind the
agreements concluded by France and the
Federal Republic of Germany to sell nuclear
reprocessing plants to Pakistan and Brazil and
the earlier moves to sell them to South Korea.

FIFTY YEARS AGO MAY 15, 1976

Carter will seek ban on
equipment sale

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Salt of the earth

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

X

Dry seasoning: A worker harvests salt at the Little Rann of Kutch region in Gujarat, where summer temperatures routinely cross 45 degrees Celsius. While India faces heatwaves

every year, few places endure conditions as searing as the country’s western desert salt pans, where workers have to survive almost unbearable temperatures. AFP
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People belonging to
the Kuki and Naga
communities detained

38
More than 38 people

belonging to the Kuki and

Naga communities are being

held hostage by various groups in Manipur,

according to the State Home Minister, amid

renewed violence that has left several

people dead and triggered shutdowns in

multiple districts. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Value of assets frozen
in a money laundering
case 

526
in ₹ crore. The

Enforcement Directorate

froze bank deposits and

other movable assets worth ₹526 crore and

seized gold jewellery and cash during

searches linked to a probe against gaming

platform Gameskraft. Three founders of

the company were also arrested. PTI

Arunachal allocation
under the ‘Pride of
Hills’ initiative 

4,900
in ₹ crore.

Arunachal

Pradesh has

received ₹4,900 crore under the Centre’s

‘Pride of Hills’ initiative aimed at improving

infrastructure and connectivity in

Himalayan and hill States. The scheme was

introduced earlier this year. PTI

HFCL investment in
Andhra Pradesh
defence facility 

230
in ₹ crore. HFCL will

invest around ₹230

crore to set up a

defence manufacturing facility in Andhra

Pradesh’s Sri Satya Sai district. They will

manufacture multi-mode hand grenades

and defence products as part of its

expansion into the strategic sector. PTI

Pilgrims died during
the Char Dham Yatra 
in Uttarakhand

38
Pilgrims have died due to

health issues, including

altitude sickness and cardiac

arrest, during the first 26 days of the Char

Dham Yatra in Uttarakhand, with

Kedarnath accounting for the highest

number of fatalities. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

T
he recent announcement by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
urging individuals to reduce
their consumption of gold and

petrol brought to the fore what many
analysts have warned about: India’s
situation on the external front is far from
rosy. The rupee has witnessed signi�cant
depreciation over the last few weeks,
while the rise in LPG prices has caused
hardships for the working classes and
triggered a reverse migration of workers
back to villages.

Let us focus on the question of capital
�ows. The outbreak of hostilities in the
Persian Gulf and the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz have led to an out�ow of
foreign capital and a weakening of the
rupee relative to major currencies. These
are to be expected given the profound
uncertainty that has gripped global
markets. What makes the situation doubly
worrying for India is that these out�ows
and depreciation have occurred even
though interest rates in the U.S. and the
U.K. have not changed. If foreign central
banks do raise interest rates, it might lead
to even more pressure on India’s external
account in the future.

The taper tantrum
Emerging market economies such as
India o�er higher returns, but they are
also exposed to currency and in�ation
risks. A rise in Indian in�ation and/or a
depreciation of the rupee can lower the
net return to a foreign investor on holding
Indian assets. The returns on Indian
assets would have to be higher relative to
those on foreign assets to compensate for
these risks. In simple terms, the decision
to hold Indian assets relative to foreign
ones depends on the di�erence between
Indian and foreign interest rates.

If Indian interest rates remain �xed, an
increase in foreign interest rates can
prompt foreign investors to reduce their

holdings of Indian assets. This leads to
depreciation of the rupee as it is
exchanged for dollars. The only way —
apart from capital controls — to arrest
such a slide is to raise domestic interest
rates, but that would negatively a�ect
domestic investment. Monetary policy in
emerging economies is tied to that of the
U.S.; any increase in U.S. interest rates
often forces smaller economies to
consider raising their own rates to defend
their currencies.

Given the ease with which capital can
�ow across borders, these outcomes can
occur merely on the expectation that
interest rates will rise, even before any
actual rise. Such an outcome was seen in
2013. With interest rates hitting the zero
lower bound in the wake of the 2008
Great Recession, the U.S. Federal Reserve
announced a possible end to quantitative
easing. The mere expectation of higher
future interest rates caused a massive
withdrawal of capital from emerging
market economies. This was known as the
‘taper tantrum’.

What is happening currently is
somewhat similar, with capital �ight
occurring even though interest rates have
not actually risen. What is worrying about

the current scenario is that India’s
depreciation and capital �ight have
occurred even though foreign central
banks have not made any de�nitive signal
that they intend to raise interest rates in
the future.

Uncertainty in monetary policy
Despite turmoil in energy markets,
central banks in developed economies did
not initially raise interest rates. The U.S.
Federal Reserve and the Bank of England
have maintained interest rates at 3.75%
since December 2025. Their initial
forecasts were built on the idea that the
war — and the subsequent oil price
increase — would be temporary, with
prices returning to normal levels. Raising
interest rates in such a scenario would
only prove de�ationary.

However, the longer the war continues,
the greater the possibility that oil prices
will remain elevated, thereby increasing
in�ationary expectations. Rising wages
and prices, as economic agents fought to
maintain their purchasing power in the
face of rising energy prices, would result
in rising in�ation. 

As the war drags on, the possibility of
interest rate increases to combat

in�ationary pressures rises.
The beginning of the war provided

confusing signals to central banks. While
the futures market in the energy sector
anticipated an eventual decline in prices,
interest rate futures assumed heightened
in�ation. In dealing with this profound
uncertainty, the central banks of the U.K.
and the U.S. initially maintained interest
rates, providing detailed forecasts
outlining di�erent scenarios. And yet,
foreign capital exited the Indian economy
despite foreign central banks making no
commitment to raising interest rates and
forecasting the rise in energy prices as
being merely temporary.

The rupee had been facing
depreciatory pressures for some time; the
war gave impetus to a process already
occurring. Perhaps one could argue that
foreign capital has priced in the
possibility of future interest rate hikes and
has already acted upon these
expectations. The future rise in interest
rates — if it were to occur — may not have
much of an e�ect then. But this is to
assume that foreign wealth holders have
completely discounted the initial stance
of Central Banks that in�ation was
temporary. This is a dangerous
assumption to make in a situation of such
profound uncertainty.

The Prime Minister’s announcement
diagnoses the problem the economy
currently faces. The current account
de�cit is widening owing to rising oil
prices. Coupled with capital �ight, it puts
signi�cant pressure on the rupee. But
moral suasion cannot be a policy
response. 

The RBI had initially intervened by
imposing restrictions on certain foreign
exchange derivative contracts, and the
government has recently announced the
imposition of import duties on gold. But
this has not resolved the underlying
vulnerabilities. If interest rates were to
rise in the future, these vulnerabilities
would come under further stress. The
economy is not out of the woods yet.
(Rahul Menon is associate professor at O.P.
Jindal Global University)

Capital �ight and pressure on the rupee
India’s economy is witnessing signi�cant capital out�ows and depreciatory pressures on the rupee amid rising oil prices and global uncertainty; coupled with a

widening current account de�cit, future interest rate increases abroad could place further stress on India’s external account and underlying vulnerabilities
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The outbreak of hostilities in
the Persian Gulf and the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz
have created profound
uncertainty in global markets,
leading to capital outflows
from emerging market
economies such as India.

�

Foreign investors may have
already priced in the possibility
of future interest rate increases
abroad, while the war merely
accelerated the depreciatory
pressures that the rupee had
already been facing for some
time.

E
very year, about 7-10 million
young Indians enter the labour
market. They are better
educated than any generation

before them — the average years of formal
schooling for those aged 15 and above has
reached 10 years nationally — and with
hopes and expectations to match. This
raises key questions: Can India’s economy
productively absorb the current
generation of new workers, including
youth and women? Under what
conditions? And how can India ensure
that its demographic potential translates
into meaningful employment and
economic growth?

The recently released Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) 2025 report o�ers
some key insights. 

It points to measurable progress across
several dimensions, while also
underlining some challenges that must be
addressed to fully leverage India’s
demographic dividend.

Encouraging trends in employment
The Labour Force Participation Rate
stands at 59%, the Workforce
Participation Rate at 57%, and the
unemployment rate at 3%. These are
robust headline indicators. Youth
unemployment has declined since 2024,
with gains for rural and urban youth.
Monthly PLFS bulletins through 2025 also
point to improving trends in women’s
participation. Female LFPR in rural areas
rose across successive months through
September 2025, reaching its highest level
since May. These trends show a sustained
and directional improvement across
multiple survey rounds.

The quality of employment has also
improved. The share of regular wage and
salaried employment increased from 22%
to 24%, with gains recorded for both men
and women. Correspondingly, the share
of self-employment declined from 58% to
56%. Since formal salaried employment is
associated with higher earnings and
access to social protection, this shift in the
nature of employment is among the more

important signals in the 2025 data.
Wage trends reinforce this pattern,

particularly for women. In regular
salaried employment, female earnings
grew by 7%, compared to 6% for men. In
self-employment, female earnings rose by
9% against 8% for men, while in casual
labour, women’s wages increased by 5%,
even as male wages largely remained
unchanged. 

At the same time, there remains scope
to further narrow gender gaps in absolute
earnings. Analysis of the data indicates
that women earn about 76% of male
wages in salaried work, around 69% in
casual labour, and just 36% in
self-employment. While disparities
remain substantial, the shift towards
salaried employment is beginning to o�er
more tangible economic gains for women.

Structural transformation is also
creating better employment
opportunities. Agriculture’s share of
employment has declined to 43%, while
manufacturing and services have grown
to around 12% and 13%, respectively.

Young people, particularly young women,
are increasingly entering manufacturing
and service sectors. Caste- and
gender-based occupational segregation
among younger cohorts is measurably
lower than among older ones, re�ecting
the cumulative e�ects of expanded access
to education and rising social mobility
now beginning to translate into more
inclusive labour market outcomes.

Gaps in skills and job creation
The �rst is the education-to-employment
transition. India has signi�cantly
expanded tertiary education enrolment,
making higher education more accessible
across income groups. Yet gaps remain.
For instance, between 2004 and 2023,
roughly 5 million graduates entered the
labour market annually, but only about
2.8 million secured employment of any
kind.

Limited access to formal skills training
also poses a challenge. Only 4% of
individuals aged 15-59 have received
formal vocational or technical training.
Yet among those who have, workforce
participation is substantially higher — 83%
for men and 51% for women —
underscoring the strong link between
skills training and employment, which
needs to be both harnessed and scaled
up.

Another challenge lies in women’s
sustained workforce participation. While
most men outside the labour force cited
education as the primary reason, women
pointed to childcare and household

responsibilities, revealing structural
constraints rooted in the unequal
distribution of unpaid work. For instance,
urban self-employed men work
approximately 17.5 hours more per week
than women, and in regular salaried
employment, the gap is about 7.9 hours
per week, re�ecting a persistent double
burden of paid and unpaid labour that
women experience disproportionately. 

The fourth challenge is the NEET
group. Around 25% of those aged 15-29 fall
into this category. Moreover, these
individuals are not counted in
unemployment �gures. Without timely
intervention, this disengagement can lead
to young people becoming detached from
the workforce in the long term. 

The way forward
The PLFS 2025 data points to a labour
market that is moving in the right
direction. However, translating these
gains into meaningful and
productivity-led economic growth will
require more targeted interventions:
scaling industry-relevant skills training,
enabling women’s workforce
participation through gender-responsive
interventions, and strengthening
pathways to stable job employment with
expanded social protection and a focus
on green sectors. Targeted programmes
like apprenticeships will also be crucial to
re-engage NEET youth as active
contributors to the economy.
(Phalasha Nagpal is Livelihoods and
Gender Lead, Oxford Policy Management)

India’s labour market shows
gains, but challenges persist
PLFS 2025 points to improving employment trends alongside structural gaps in skills and participation

Phalasha Nagpal
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QUESTION 1

At which historic 1928 meeting was the word “Socialist” formally
added to the Hindustan Republican Association’s name?
X

QUESTION 2

What organisational post did Sukhdev hold in the Hindustan
Socialist Republican Association after the 1928 restructuring?
X

QUESTION 3

Which specific incident convinced many HSRA revolutionaries
that constitutional protest alone would not weaken colonial rule?
X

QUESTION 4

What was the o�icial title of the Lahore Conspiracy Case in which
Sukhdev was a principal accused?
X

QUESTION 5

On what date were Sukhdev, Bhagat Singh, and Rajguru
executed?

Questions and Answers to

the previous day’s daily

quiz: 1. Hantaviruses are
naturally found primarily in
which group of mammals?
Ans: Rodents

2. Smallpox was an infectious
disease caused by ____ virus,
which belongs to the genus
Orthopoxvirus. Fill in the
blank. Ans: Variola

3. This is a virus belonging to
Reovirales, an order of
segmented, non-enveloped,
double-stranded RNA viruses.
It is an arbovirus, being
primarily transmitted to
humans from the bite of
infected mosquitoes of the
genus Culex. Which is it? Ans:

Banna virus

4. This virus causes a type of

viral hemorrhagic fever. It is
endemic in West African
countries, especially Sierra
Leone, the Republic of Guinea,
Nigeria, and Liberia. Which is
it? Ans: Lassa Virus

5. This is the main cause of
hemorrhagic fever with renal
syndrome (HFRS) in East Asia.
It is transmitted by the striped
field mouse. Name the virus.
Ans: Hantaan virus

Visual: Identify the infection
caused by this virus. What is
the name of the cancer that
may be an eventual result of
this? Ans: HPV (Human

papillomavirus infection)

Early Birds: Sunil Madhavan |
Arun Kumar Singh | Pulkit
Sathe | Mohan Lal Patel |
Pranab Biswas

THE DAILY QUIZ

On Sukhdev Thapar’s birth anniversary, a quiz on the life, networks, and revolutionary
activities of one of the sharpest organisers of India’s anti-colonial movement

X

Visual Question: 

Identify this police o�icer who was assassinated in 1928 in
retaliation for the death of Lala Lajpat Rai? PUBLIC DOMAIN

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Prathmesh Kher

What is the di�erence “in time” and
“on time”? (G. Natarajan, Trichy)
When you are “in time” for a function,
you arrive a few minutes before the
function begins. Here are a few examples.

I thought I was going to be late. But I
was in time for class.

Saritha was in time to take the �ight.
If you arrive an hour before an event

begins, then you don’t usually say “in
time”. In such situations, we usually say
“early”, “very early”, or “well in time”.
The expression “in time” usually implies
that you arrived a few minutes before the
event began.

If you are “on time” for an event, you
arrive punctually. If a class begins at 11:00
and you are on time for it, you arrive at
exactly 11:00. If you are “in time” for it,
you arrive a few minutes before 11:00. If
you arrive at 11:01, you are late! Here are a
few examples.

The �ight arrived on time. I was in time
to receive Mohan.

Venkat is always late. I wonder when he
will learn to be on time.

What is the meaning of “to cock a
snook at”? (Dr. M. Balakotaiah,
Prakasham District, A.P)
This is something that we all probably did
when we were children. When you “cock
a snook” at someone, you place your
thumb on the nose and point the
remaining �ngers straight up and pretend
that you are playing the trumpet or
something. Some people place their
thumb under the nose and push it up -
you end up seeing their dirty nostrils! Do
you remember making these gestures to
your friends when you were young? Why
did you do it? You did it in order to show
your contempt for that person. And that’s
what the expression to “cock a snook” at
someone means - to show or express
de�ance or scorn at someone. Here are a
few examples.

The arrogant rich boy cocked a snook at
the principal and continued to cheat in the
exam.

Preetha cocked a snook at her parents
and went with Rahul to the party.

What is the meaning of the term
“Kafkaesque”? (B. Jambulingam,
Thanjavur)
This word is derived from the name of the
Czech writer Franz Kafka. In his writings,
“The Trial” and “The Castle”, he created
a world in which individuals are
oppressed and full of despair. When you
say that something is “Kafkaesque”, it
means that it is like the work of Kafka - in
other words, a world in which sinister
and impersonal forces control human
a�airs.

Is it ok to say, “I am on diet”? (M. S. K.
Rao, Hyderabad)
Dictionaries say that you can “go/be on a
diet”. So you have to say “I am on a diet.”
Here are a few more examples.

Sunitha always seems to be on a diet.
It’s about time that Anand went on a

diet.
I don’t believe in going on a diet.

Published in The Hindu on August 22,
2000

Know your
English

FROM THE ARCHIVES

S. Upendran

T
he o�cial oath-taking
ceremony of C. Joseph Vijay, as
the 13th Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu, on May 10 saw the

playing of the national song Vande
Mataram at the beginning and end of the
event, before the national anthem and the
Tamil anthem (Tamil Thai Vaazhthu — a
song praising Mother Tamil). Written in
1871, the Tamil anthem has been sung at
all Tamil Nadu government events since
1970, following an order issued by the
then Chief Minister, Mr. Karunanidhi. It is
a secular song that praises the language
and culture of the land without invoking
any speci�c religion. 

In 2018, controversy erupted when the
Kanchi Ponti�, Shri Vijayendra Saraswathi
Swamigal, refused to stand during the
Tamil anthem. A legal case was �led, and
in 2021, Justice G.R. Swaminathan of the
Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court
said that the Tamil Anthem was only a
prayer song and that there was no
executive or statutory order requiring
people to stand. Then, the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) government
under M. K. Stalin declared Tamil Thai
Vaazhthu the State song and mandated
that everyone, except persons with
disabilities, should rise while it is sung. It
has been performed before the national
anthem at all State government events.

Vande Mataram has long been
controversial due to its glori�cation of
one religion. In February 2026, the
Government of India made it mandatory
to play or sing the full song at all
government events. According to the
order, the song should be rendered
during the arrival and departure of the
Governor at formal State functions. Vande

Mataram was sung at Mr. Vijay’s
oath-taking ceremony in this order. But
why did the opposition parties, including
Congress, oppose singing the full verses of
Vande Mataram at government events?
While the song is celebrated for its literary
excellence and its role as a slogan during
the freedom struggle, the song has a
strong communal undertone, glorifying
the Hindu religion, which is against the
secular and multicultural values of the
Indian state.

Historical origins
Bankim Chandra Chatterji’s Bengali novel
Anandamath, written in 1882, has the
song Vande Mataram (“Hail to the
Mother”). The novel was translated into
English as Abbey of Bliss by Nares Chandra
Sen-Gupta in 1906. The original novel’s
context was the Sannyasi rebellion against
Muslim rule, where the author welcomed
British rule and its positive potential for
transforming India. 

During the national independence
movement, the novel was translated again
by Basanta Koomar Roy in 1941. This
version sanitised all its communal aspects
to suit the Indian independence
movement. 

In the preface to the 1941 translation,
William J. Jackson, Professor, Department
of Religious Studies at Indiana
University-Purdue University, mentioned
that the original author would not have
approved of various omissions made in
the new translation. The 1941 translation,
which is widely available today, does not
reveal the original context of the novel or
the song Vande Mataram.

In the prefatory note to the original
1906 translation, Abbey of Bliss, Nares
Chandra Sen-Gupta stated that
anti-Muslim sentiment and Hindu

nationalist feelings were signi�cant
aspects of the novel. He wrote: “Two very
sinister consequences are seen to �ow
from this conception of a religious basis of
nationality in the present work. The �rst
is the attempt to rehabilitate the Hindu
Pantheon with new-fangled patriotic gods
and goddesses, and the second is the
morbid dislike of Mussulmans that seems
to be indicated in this work” (pages vii–x).
He further observed that the heroes of the
novel were hostile to Mussulmans, and
this led him to think thrice before placing
the work before a larger public through
translation. 

The novel not only glori�es the Hindu
religion but also expresses anger that the
caste system is not being protected under
Muslim rulers. One passage states: “In
every country, the bond that binds a
sovereign to his subjects is the protection
that he gives; but our Mussalman king —
how does he protect us? Our religion is
gone; so is our caste, our honour and the
sacredness of our family, even! Our lives
even are now to be sacri�ced. Unless we
drive these tipsy long beards away, a
Hindu can no longer hope to save his
religion.” 

It is not only the Muslim rulers who are
opposed in the original novel; hatred
against ordinary Muslims is widespread.
In some sections, the villagers are urged
to set �re to the Muslim homes and pillage
them. The novel also mentions the
Sannyasi rebellion as a means to make the
British, the sovereigns of India, who are
friendly and can instill knowledge of
Hinduism. One passage reads: “The true
Hinduism is based on knowledge and not
on action. To revive it, therefore, you
have �rst to disseminate objective
knowledge. The English are great in
objective sciences, and they are apt

teachers. Therefore, the English shall be
made our sovereign”.

The present debate
During the pre-independence period, the
leaders did not reject Vande Mataram
completely but tried to restrict it to the
�rst two stanzas, as the other stanzas
glori�ed religion. Jawaharlal Nehru read
the original English translation, Abbey of
Bliss, to understand the song’s
background and agreed that it would
irritate Muslims. In 1937, a Congress
sub-committee resolved to sing the �rst
two stanzas, which praised the beauty
and abundance of the motherland. The
other stanzas were excluded from the
singing. During the Constituent Assembly
debates, many Bengali members,
including Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
praised the song, but �nally, Jana Gana
Mana was adopted as the national
anthem.

An idea or a text derives its meaning
from the context in which it emerges;
without that context, it becomes a mere
ritual. Nationalism and patriotism are not
mere rituals; they carry emotional and
moral duties towards the political state.
The revival of the song and its imposition
at this period, when accusations against
the ruling regime of its communal
polarisation reeked more ideological than
nationalistic. Indian nationalism can
never be con�ned to a monocultural
identity, and we need stronger voices
from Opposition parties and civil society
to protect the multi-cultural foundations
of the Indian state.
(Venkatanarayanan S. teaches at the
Department of International Relations,
Political Science and History at Christ
University, Bangalore. The views expressed
are his personal)

Vande Mataram and the challenge to
multicultural nationalism
The decision to sing the full version of Vande Mataram at government events has revived debate over the song’s communal undertones and its

compatibility with the secular and multicultural foundations of the Indian state
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School children rendering Vande Mataram. FILE PHOTO
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Manipur’s Congress MP Angomcha Bimol Akoi-
jam, however, doubted the government’s serious-
ness in protecting the lives and property of the pe-
ople of the State a�ected by an ethnic con�ict
since May 3, 2026. “We strongly condemn this vio-
lence and the Government of India’s irresponsible
abdication of duty, and demand immediate action
against those responsible,” he said.

The statements issued by various organisations
and individuals suggest 43 people have either
been detained or abducted by various groups in
Manipur.

In an ultimatum to the Chief Minister, the Unit-
ed Naga Council (UNC) said Kuki groups have held
20 Nagas hostage in Kangpokpi district. The UNC
is the apex body of the Naga tribes of Manipur.
The UNC said 18 of these hostages, including wo-
men and a two-year-old child, are at Leilon Vai-
phei village, while two priests are at Sapermeina.

The council said it had reached out to the com-
munity concerned and the relevant authorities
through all available channels for the safe and un-
conditional release of the hostages on both sides.
“Despite our sustained engagement, there has
been no positive result. The lives and liberty of in-
nocent civilians cannot be held hostage inde�nite-
ly, and such grievous acts will inevitably spiral out
of control if not contained at the earliest,” the
UNC said.

The UNC set 6 p.m. of May 15 as the deadline for
the government to ensure the release of the ab-
ducted Nagas to avert “any consequences arising
out of its inaction”.

Earlier, the chairman of Taphou Kuki village
said he �led a complaint with the Senapati police
station, seeking the release of 23 Kuki villagers de-
tained by unknown persons. 

Over 38 people held
hostage in Manipur

T
he Election Com-
mission of India
(EC) on Thursday

announced the schedule
for Phase 3 of the special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in 16 States
and three Union Territo-
ries beginning May 30.

The EC said that with
this phase, the exercise
would cover the entire
country, except Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh. The SIR
schedule for these States
would be announced later
after considering the com-
pletion of Phase 2 of the
Census and due considera-
tion of the weather in the
upper reaches or snow-
bound areas.

36.73 crore voters
The States and Union Ter-
ritories where the SIR-3
will be carried out in a stag-
gered manner are Delhi,
Odisha, Mizoram, Sikkim,
Manipur, Uttarakhand,
Andhra Pradesh, Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Telangana,
Punjab, Karnataka, Megha-
laya, Maharashtra, Jhark-
hand, Nagaland, Tripura,
Dadar and Nagar Haveli
and Daman and Diu. The
combined voter base of
these States is 36.73 crore.

The �nal electoral rolls
of the States undergoing
the SIR under this phase

will be published on di�e-
rent dates this year, begin-
ning with Odisha, Sikkim,
Mizoram and Manipur on
September 6 and ending
with Tripura on December
23. The �nal voter lists of
Delhi, Karnataka, Megha-
laya, Maharashtra and
Jharkhand will be out on
October 7.

Appeal by CEC
The exercise had already
been conducted in Bihar,
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Puducherry, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands
and Lakshadweep. In As-
sam, due to legalities of the
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC), a “special revi-
sion” was conducted.

“I appeal to all electors
to enthusiastically partici-

pate in phase 3 of the SIR
and �ll their enumeration
forms. SIR is being con-
ducted to ensure that only
eligible voters are included
in the electoral roll,” Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar said.

3.94 lakh BLOs 
Over 3.94 lakh booth-level
o�cers (BLOs) will go
house to-house assisted by
3.42 lakh booth-level
agents (BLAs) appointed
by political parties during
the enumeration phase,
the poll body said in a
statement.

The voter base across
the 12 States and Union
Territories stood at more
than 50.99 crore when
phase 2 of the SIR was an-
nounced by the EC on Oc-
tober 27 last and now the
�gure stood at 45.81 crore
— a decline of over 5.18

crore, which was around
10.2%.

The rules of the Phase 3
SIR would be the same as
those of the Phase 2. While
announcing the Phase 2 on
October 27 last year, the EC
had introduced certain
changes with learnings
from Bihar where the �rst
phase had been carried
out. 

The most important of
them was that no docu-
ments were to be collected
from electors during the
enumeration phase. Aad-
haar had been added as
the 12th document as di-
rected by the Supreme
Court, but only as proof of
identity and not of
citizenship.

Fresh voter registrations
were also carried out si-
multaneously during
house-to-house enumera-
tion.

Phase 3 of SIR in 16 States, 
3 UTs from May 30, says EC
With this phase, SIR will cover the entire country, except Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir

and Ladakh; exercise seeks to ensure that only eligible voters are included in poll rolls, says CEC

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI As the Election Commis-

sion of India (EC) rolled out
the third phase of the spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls on Thurs-
day, civil society activists,
including former Election
Commissioners, ques-
tioned the impartiality of
the exercise, alleging that it
was weakening
democracy.

“In Bengal, people who
have been left out [of elec-
toral rolls] have passports
and birth certi�cates. But
the Supreme Court says
don’t vote this time, you
can vote next time,” tran-
sparency rights activist An-
jali Bharadwaj said at a dis-
cussion on “SIR—
Elections—One Nation,
One Election” on
Thursday.

The event was organ-
ised by the Constitutional
Conduct Group and the
Group on Federalism and
Elections.

‘Vote dacoity’
Ms. Bharadwaj pointed out
that of the 27 lakh people
left out after the adjudica-
tion process in West Ben-
gal, only 2,000 had been
heard by the EC-appointed
tribunals so far.

“In 150 seats, the win-
ning margin was less than
the number of deletions.
That is almost 50% of the
seats,” she said, adding
that the EC was not willing
to share the CCTV footage

of the polling booths.
“How will the common
man know whether elec-
tions took place properly?
Are the elections free and
fair? That is the big
question.”

Bureaucrat-turned-acti-
vist Harsh Mander held
that no impartial observer
can say that free and fair
polls are taking place in In-
dia now. “In Bengal, not
vote chori but vote dacoity
took place openly,” he
alleged.

There is a need to un-
derstand not just how but
also why elections are be-
ing stolen in this country,
Mr. Mander said. “If we
don’t understand this,
then we don’t understand
how grave this situation is,”
he said.

Former Election Com-
missioner Ashok Lavasa
said he had many ques-
tions about the SIR, the
answers for which have
not been found in the past
11 months. “The ECI had
said that the SIR was being
conducted under Article
326 of the Constitution.
Will the ECI now share da-
ta that under Article 326,
how many people have
been kept out of the electo-
ral rolls,” he asked.

Mr. Lavasa observed
that the Supreme Court
had earlier said that if
there were mass deletions
under SIR, then it would
intervene. “Now mass de-
letion has happened.
When will they intervene?”
he asked.

Activists question
impartiality of SIR,
electoral process
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Highlighting India’s tradi-
tional approach to the Is-
rael-Palestinian con�ict,
External A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Thursday
presented the “National
Statement” at the BRICS
ministerial, reiterating In-
dia’s call for a “two-state
solution” to the issue and
calling for an end to “risks
to maritime tra�c, and dis-
ruptions to energy infras-
tructure” in the Gulf
region.

Supporting the need for
dialogue and diplomacy to
resolve multiple con�icts
in the region and in North
Africa, Mr. Jaishankar
sought “coordinated diplo-
matic e�orts” to deal with
the situations in Lebanon,
Syria, Sudan and also in
Libya.

The day-long BRICS Fo-
reign Ministers’ meeting
witnessed several speech-
es, including one by Iran’s
Foreign Minister Seyed Ab-
bas Araghchi who said that
Iran will defend its sove-
reignty while “advancing
diplomacy”, adding that
the U.S.-Israel attack
against Iran will not have a

“military solution”.
“The wider region also

gives rise to serious con-
cern. The con�ict in Gaza
has grave humanitarian
implications. A sustained
cease�re, humanitarian ac-
cess, and a credible path-
way towards a durable and
peaceful resolution remain
essential,” Mr. Jaishankar,

said. “India supports a
two-state solution where
the Palestine issue is
concerned.”

Mr. Jaishankar referred
to the impact of the U.S.-Is-
rael war on Iran and high-
lighted the risks that the
con�ict has posed to ship-
ping and energy infrastruc-
ture. “Safe and unimpeded

maritime �ows through in-
ternational waterways, in-
cluding the Strait of Hor-
muz and Red Sea, remain
vital for global economic
well-being,” he said.

Referring indirectly to
the recent actions by the
U.S. against multiple mem-
bers of the United Nations,
Mr. Jaishankar drew atten-
tion to the “increasing”
tendency towards “unilat-
eral coercive measures and
sanctions”, terming them
“inconsistent with interna-
tional law”. 

Earlier, Mr. Jaishankar
welcomed the dignitaries
that included Mr. Araghchi
who made an emphatic
call to resist the U.S. Refer-
ring to U.S. military and
trade practices, Mr. Aragh-
chi said the international
community is facing “va-
riations” of the “same re-
pugnant coercion”.

India backs two-state solution for Palestine
issue, says Jaishankar at BRICS meeting
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Multilateral engagement: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the Foreign Ministers and Heads of

Delegation of BRICS countries during a meeting in New Delhi on Thursday. PTI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has �led a
7,500-page chargesheet
against 10 accused persons
in the Red Fort area car
bomb explosion case.

“All 10 accused, includ-
ing the main perpetrator,
Dr. Umer Un Nabi (de-
ceased), were linked to the
organisation Ansar Ghaz-
wat-ul-Hind (AGuH) – an
o�shoot of the al-Qaeda in
the Indian Subcontinent
(AQIS), as per the charges
�led before the NIA special
court at Patiala House
Courts in New Delhi,” said
the agency.

AQIS and all its manifes-
tations were noti�ed as a
terrorist organisation by

the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs in June 2018.

Pulwama-based Dr. Nabi
was allegedly driving the
car when the bomb had ex-
ploded on the evening of
November 10, 2025. He
was an assistant professor
of medicine at Al-Falah Un-

iversity in Faridabad
(Haryana).

Apart from Dr. Nabi,
those named in the char-
gesheet are Aamir Rashid
Mir, Jasir Bilal Wani, Dr.
Muzamil Shakeel, Dr.
Adeel Ahmed Rather, Dr.
Shaheen Saeed, Mufti Irfan

Ahmad Wagay, Soyab, Dr.
Bilal Naseer Malla and Ya-
sir Ahmad Dar.

‘Detailed evidence’
“The chargesheet is based
on extensive investigation
spread across the States of
Jammu & Kashmir, Harya-
na, Uttar Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat and the
Delhi NCR region. It in-
cludes detailed evidence in
the form of 588 oral testi-
monies, more than 395
documents and over 200
seized material exhibits,”
the NIA said.

The agency found that
the accused, some of
whom were radicalised
medical professionals,
were inspired by AQIS/
AGuH ideology to carry out
the deadly attack.

NIA �les chargesheet against 10
accused in Red Fort bomb blast case
Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

An accused in the Red Fort bomb explosion case being produced

before the NIA Special Court in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

The Arunachal Pradesh Ca-
binet, chaired by Chief Mi-
nister Pema Khandu, has
approved a decision to
make the Inner-Line Per-
mit (ILP) system more
watertight.

The decision followed
the enforcement of a 36-
hour shutdown on Thurs-
day morning by the Sche-
duled Tribe Bachao Ando-
lan Committee, a local
organisation. The ILP is a
temporary travel docu-
ment that Indians who are
not permanent residents of
Arunachal Pradesh must
possess to enter the State.
Community-based and stu-
dent organisations have
been pressuring the State
government to make the
document forgery-proof.

Arunachal
clears stricter
Inner-Line
Permit norms

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Wednesday as-
serted that India’s future
military strength will de-
pend on how e�ectively its
armed forces, defence lab-
oratories, and industries

work together.
Addressing the third

edition of Kalam & Kavach,
a defence conclave in New
Delhi, on video, the De-
fence Minister said: “Na-
tional security demands
our preparedness, resi-
lience, innovation, and
strategic con�dence.” 

‘National security
needs preparedness’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The UDF scored a landslide victory in the April 9
election, winning 102 of the 140 seats in the State
Assembly and ending the ten-year rule of the Pin-
arayi Vijayan-led Left Democratic Front (LDF).

With the suspense about the Chief Minister’s
post now over, the focus has shifted to the division
of portfolios and the Congress’s internal e�orts to
placate senior leaders Ramesh Chennithala and
K.C. Venugopal, who were the other top conten-
ders for the CM’s post. Mr. Satheesan told repor-
ters that the new Ministers would be selected by
the party.

Mr. Venugopal met with Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi for three hours just
before the All India Congress Committee declared
Mr. Satheesan as its choice for CLP leader at noon.
Mr. Venugopal then stated that he respected the
AICC’s choice. The announcement was made in
New Delhi by AICC general secretary in charge of
Kerala, Deepa Dasmunsi, the party’s central ob-
servers Ajay Maken and Mukul Wasnik, and senior
leader Jairam Ramesh.

The CLP meeting was held at the Kerala Legisla-
tive Assembly complex at 6 p.m., with 62 Con-
gress MLAs in attendance. 

Satheesan chosen as
Kerala Chief Minister

From Page One

A state banquet followed in the evening, with
further talks over tea set for Friday in the Chinese
leadership’s Zhongnanhai compound.

New vision for ties
At the formal talks, Mr. Xi called for “a new vision”
for ties, which he labelled “a constructive relation-
ship of strategic stability” for “the next three years
and beyond”.

The two leaders may meet three more times
this year alone, o�cials said. Mr. Trump invited
Mr. Xi to visit the U.S. on September 24, which he
provisionally accepted. The two leaders could al-
so meet at an APEC (Asia-Paci�c Economic Coop-
eration) summit that China is set to host later this
year, and at the G-20 meet in Miami.

The broader challenge facing the two leaders as
they navigate a fractious relationship is a changed
dynamic. “The U.S. still thinks it is dealing with
the China of 10 years ago, but the power dynamic
has shifted”, said Cameron Johnson, formerly Pro-
fessor at New York University Shanghai and senior
partner at a supply chain consulting �rm that ad-
vises U.S. and Chinese companies.

Both countries have traded blows in an ongo-
ing trade and technology war. For U.S. businesses,
restricted access to rare earths was a major worry,
while for China, American export controls remain
a concern, especially on semiconductors.

The visit could yield a temporary truce. Mr.
Johnson said there could be some relaxation by
China on rare earths for commercial use, but even
that would depend on whether the U.S. eases up
on tari�s and export controls. Reports on Thurs-
day said the U.S. cleared 10 Chinese �rms to pur-
chase advanced H200 chips from Nvidia, whose
CEO Jensen Huang accompanied Mr. Trump to
Beijing.

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said on
Thursday that both sides were also discussing set-
ting up a Board of Trade for trade issues and a
Board of Investment to allow Chinese investment
in non-sensitive sectors.

The U.S.-China trade tango o�ered lessons for
India, Mr. Johnson said. “There are thousands of
choke points in the supply chain,” he said. 

Uneasy truce as Trump,
Xi discuss trade, Taiwan
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T
he Supreme Court
on Thursday
nudged the Union

government to address
concerns over its domi-
nant role in the appoint-
ment of Chief Election
Commissioners and Elec-
tion Commissioners, ob-
serving that free and fair
elections depend on a truly
independent Election
Commission.

The court highlighted
the absence of even “one
absolutely neutral person”
on the Prime Minister-
chaired selection commit-
tee. It questioned the pre-
sence of a Cabinet Minister
on the panel, observing
that such a Minister could
not be expected to defy the
Prime Minister. The court
also asked whether the
presence of the Leader of
the Opposition on the com-
mittee was merely “orna-
mental” as appointments
could be made without a
unanimous vote.

The court was hearing a
batch of petitions challeng-
ing the Chief Election Com-
missioner and other Elec-
tion Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service, and Term of Of-
�ce) Act, 2023.

The petitioners con-
tended that the Act “de-
feated” a Constitution
Bench judgment in the
Anoop Baranwal versus Un-
ion of India case, which
had constituted a selection
panel comprising the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, and the Chief
Justice of India. The 2023
Act, passed within months
of the judgment, replaced
the Chief Justice with a Ca-
binet Minister nominated
by the Prime Minister.

‘Judicial restraint’
Describing the Anoop Ba-
ranwal judgment as a “clas-
sic example of judicial res-
traint and statesmanship”,
the court indicated that the
2023 Act handed the pow-
er to the Executive to “call

the shots” in the appoint-
ment of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and
Election Commissioners
(ECs).

“Judgments of this court
from 1950 are eloquent on
the point that the Execu-
tive cannot call the shots as
far as elections are con-
cerned… Free fair elec-
tions are an important part
of the Basic Structure. It
can only be accomplished
by having an independent
Election Commission of In-
dia. The Election Commis-
sion can only be indepen-
dent if it has independent
Commissioners,” Justice
Dipankar Datta, heading a
Division Bench, told Attor-

ney-General R. Venkatara-
mani, appearing for the
Union government.

Mr. Venkataramani said
one cannot make a “hugely
hypothetical assumption”
that the Act would result
only in subservient CECs
and ECs unless there was
an actual lapse on the
ground.

“Unless you taste the
pudding, how can you say
the pudding is bad,” Mr.
Venkataramani asked.

Justice Datta replied that
it was not enough for the
Election Commission to be
independent, and that the
poll body should also ap-
pear to be independent.

The judge asked the top

law o�cer which law he
thought occupied the
“pride of place” imme-
diately after the
Constitution.

“After the Constitution,
which law occupies the
prime place? There are
thousands of legislations,
which one would you place
right next to the Constitu-
tion… I would say, the elec-
tion laws. Would I be
wrong? Without democra-
cy, there is nothing,” Jus-
tice Datta said.

A-G’s argument
Mr. Venkataramani argued
that the Supreme Court
could not become a “se-
cond chamber of Parlia-
ment”. The petitioners, he
said, cannot expect Parlia-
ment to enact laws blindly
in consonance with Su-
preme Court judgments.

“Can somebody come to
the court and say Parlia-
ment disregarded your
judgment when it was
bound entirely to the word
of the court? The court can
declare the law while exa-

mining the legality of a le-
gislation or a state action.
But the court cannot de-
cide what a law should
look like and expect Parlia-
ment to follow suit by
enacting a law faithfully
mirroring the court’s vi-
sion,” the Attorney-Gener-
al submitted.

Mr. Venkataramani said
the court did not declare
any law under Article 141 in
the Anoop Baranwal judg-
ment. It had merely put in
place a stop-gap arrange-
ment for the CEC and EC
appointments until Parlia-
ment enacted a law under
Article 324(2).

Towards the end of the
hearing, the Bench sug-
gested referring the peti-
tions to a Constitution
Bench. The petitioners
strongly opposed the
move, arguing that the
pleas involved a “conven-
tional” challenge to the
2023 Act and not a “sub-
stantial question of law”
warranting reference to a
larger Bench under Article
145(3).

Free and fair elections are dependent
on a truly independent poll body: SC 
Top court questions neutrality of Prime Minister-led selection panel for Election Commissioners, highlights absence of even ‘one absolutely neutral

person’; Attorney-General says the court cannot become a ‘second chamber of Parliament’; Bench suggests referring petitions to Constitution Bench

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Federation of Indian
Medical Association (FAI-
MA) has �agged the “recur-
ring, systemic, and catas-
trophic” failure of the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) in conducting the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET-UG)
and has urged the Su-
preme Court to take a
“stricter approach”.

The NTA “casually” ig-
nored recommendations
of the Radhakrishnan
Committee and the court’s
directions after the 2024
leak. “Mechanism should
be in place to ensure that
any non-compliances will
lead to exemplary penal-
ties,” it said in a petition.

It said “repeated digital
breaches” and “adminis-
trative paralysis” in the
NTA that cause multiple
paper leaks warrant that
the Supreme Court should
invoke its extraordinary ju-
risdiction under Article
142, which it had earlier
used to “strip the Medical

Council of India of its inde-
pendent policy making
powers”. It wanted the
court to “step in and order
the creation of a modern,
foolproof, and transparent
system so that the futures
of millions of students are
never put at risk again”.

The petition said NTA
relies heavily on unveri�ed
private service providers
for logistics, including
centre management and
security, funnelling public
funds into lowest bidder
infrastructure despite re-
peated warnings against it
by Parliamentary Standing
Committees and the court
when it heard the 2024
paper leak case.

It said that the court had
pointed out lapses in the
NTA’s system in 2024.
These included unauthor-
ised access to stron-

grooms, transportation of
highly sensitive examina-
tion materials on e-rick-
shaws and through private
couriers, the absence of
any prescribed time limit
for the submission of OMR
sheets, and a complete
lack of direct oversight ov-
er the invigilators.

The petition said that at-
tempting to re-conduct the
exam using the exact same
�awed methods and priv-
ate contractors, without
�rst implementing the
committee’s safety mea-
sures, is “highly irresponsi-
ble”. “It practically guaran-
tees that another paper
leak will happen, causing
further trauma to the stu-
dents,” it said.

“In light of such a sys-
temic collapse, the mere
cancellation of the exam is
a ‘Band-Aid’ solution to a
‘surgical’ problem. There
is an urgent need for SC to
exercise its extraordinary
jurisdiction under Article
32 to lay down strict, per-
manent guidelines for tran-
sparency and digital secur-
ity,” it said.

NTA ignored SC directions to
overhaul system after 2024
leak: medical body petition
Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

The court should
order the creation of
a modern, foolproof,
and transparent
system, it says

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday asked the Centre
and Delhi government to
respond to a petition by
the Congress seeking the
execution of a sale deed in
the party’s favour for its
former headquarters at 7
Jantar Mantar Road in New
Delhi.

Justice Purushaindra
Kumar Kaurav issued not-
ice on the petition as well
as an application for inte-
rim relief. While senior ad-
vocate Abhishek M. Singh-
vi, appearing for the All
India Congress Committee,
urged the court to pass an
interim order to ensure
that the premises are not
allotted to someone else in
the meantime, Justice Kau-
rav questioned the main-
tainability of the petition.

Mr. Singhvi said that the
petitioner party was an al-
lottee and had been in pos-
session of the property for
decades but the authorities
had yet to act on its request
to execute a sale deed in its
favour.

Cong. moves
HC over sale
deed of its
headquarters

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s appeal for Indians
to rationalise consumption
of fuel, abstain from buy-
ing gold for a year and
work from home, is “an ap-
peal for intelligent substi-
tution of the consumption”
of goods that make up a
large part of India’s import
bill and a�ect the current
account de�cit, according
to Gourav Vallabh, mem-
ber of the Economic Advi-
sory Council to the Prime
Minister.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Vallabh said that there
was “no ban on anything,
nor any need for any pan-
ic” as the Prime Minister’s
call for a considered
change in consumption
pattern was an appeal
above all else.

Geopolitical angle
According to Mr. Vallabh,
there are three big geopol-
itical pressures — the con-
�ict in West Asia, the slow-
down in Europe due to the
Russia-Ukraine war, and
the U.S.-China face-o� that

has directly hit commodi-
ties. “In the Indian con-
text, we need to see all
three overlaid on our im-
port bills. The two biggest
items in that bill are crude
oil and gold. Figures from
�nancial year 2026 show
that we imported around
₹11 lakh crore worth of
crude oil and gold for the
same period was ₹6.5 lakh
crore [totalling], approxi-
mately, ₹18 lakh crore. The
price of crude oil, which
was $70 per barrel, is now,
after two-and-half months
of war at $105, without it
re�ecting at the pump sta-
tions. The foreign ex-
change out�ow on these
two items alone have risen
to ₹22-23 lakh crore to
make up for that gap. Mr.
Modi has appealed for an

intelligent substitution of
these consumables, if pos-
sible,” he said.

“If by this particular ad-
vice, we can reduce our fo-
rex out�ows by 10% in a
year, we will be saving
close to ₹2.5 lakh crore of
foreign exchange out�ows
[per year],” he said.

‘Lot of uncertainty’
“Mr. Modi’s appeal is for
smart, intelligent substitu-
tion of the consumption of
goods which have foreign
exchange impact. In a geo-
political crisis, where there
is a lot of uncertainty, the
message is that there are
certain measures which
are in the people’s own
hands,” Mr. Vallabh said.

He added that there was
an expectation earlier that

the West Asia war would
end by March or later in
April, but now a situation
of uncertainty over out-
comes prevails. 

“If it is going to continue
for a long term, then natu-
rally the world will �nd its
own way, routes will be re-
calibrated, but currently
not just fuel or gas, almost
everything is undergoing
supply stress and high pric-
es, from parts for laptops,
for cars, etc.,” he said.

Optimism remains
Despite the di�cult situa-
tion, he spoke in an opti-
mistic tone about the
growth prospects of the In-
dian economy, stressing
that there was no need to
panic.

“Most agencies that look
into these issues, like the
Reserve Bank of India,
World Bank and the IMF,
are predicting that the In-
dian economy is going to
grow at 7% of GDP or more
than that in this �scal year.
No other country is going
to grow at the rate at which
we are growing right now,
as far as large economies
are concerned,” he said.

PM’s call for change in consumption
pattern was only an appeal: Vallabh
Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister
Modi’s appeal is

for smart, intelligent
substitution of the
consumption of goods
which have foreign
exchange impact

GOURAV VALLABH
EAC-PM member

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has arrest-
ed two more persons in
connection with the NEET-
UG paper leak case and
conducted searches at 14
locations to track down the
suspects on Thursday. The
agency has not yet ruled
out the role of any public
servant.

The arrested accused
have been identi�ed as ay-
urveda practitioner Dha-
nanjay Lokhande from
Ahilyanagar and beauty sa-
lon owner Manisha Wagh-
mare from Pune in Maha-
rashtra. The State police
had detained the two ac-
cused and handed them
over to the CBI.

The �ve accused earlier
arrested by the agency
were produced before a
special Delhi court that
sent them to seven days’
CBI custody for interroga-
tion. They have been iden-
ti�ed as Mangilal Biwal, Vi-
kas Biwal and Dinesh Biwal
from Jaipur, Rajasthan;
Yash Yadav from Guru-
gram, Haryana; and Shub-

ham Khairnar from Nashik
in Maharashtra.

While the agency is yet
to unearth the entire con-
spiracy, it is suspected that
Mr. Shubham provided the
“guess” paper to Mr. Yash,
who supplied it to Mangilal
Biwal for his younger son.
It is alleged that Mr. Yash
knew Mangilal’s elder son
Vikas from a coaching
centre in Sikar, Rajasthan.
Subsequently, the question
paper was distributed
among others.

The CBI registered the
case on Tuesday, following
a written complaint from
the Department of Higher
Education, Ministry of
Education. In coordination
with the police in various
States, it is probing the net-
work behind the leak and
those involved in the distri-
bution of the “guess” pap-
er that closely matched the
actual question paper.

Two more arrested
in connection with
NEET paper leak 

The probe agency
conducted searches
at 14 locations across
the country to track
down suspects

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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We take pride in our formal education, but there is so-
mething beyond this, which we must acquire and this is
jnana. Jnana alone can lead to liberation of the soul. Ho-
wever, whether it is formal education or jnana, they must
be used to praise God, and must be seen as boons from
Lord Siva, said So.So. Meenakshisundaram in a discourse.
Thirumoolar was very clear about why God gave him life
on this earth. He said God had created him, so that he
could create elegant works in Tamil. God gives bodies to
souls, so that they can strive to liberate themselves. The
body given by God should be used to serve Him. We
should serve in temples, by cleaning them. Or we could
make garlands for the deities in temples. Or we could wa-
ter plants in the temple garden. We must use our eyes to
see Him in temples. We must use our ears to hear His
praises. We must use our tongue to sing about His mirac-
ulous deeds.

Appar says people do not worship Lord Siva’s feet with
�owers. They do not chant His names. They spend all
their lives pursuing material wealth. And what is all this
for? Eventually, when they die, their bodies become food
for crows, says Appar. Sundarar in his praise of the deity of
Thiruppugalur addresses poets and tells them not to
praise mortals. It often happens that even when a poet
praises a wealthy man and is close to him, the rich man
does not honour the poet with any gifts. That being the
case, poets should not sing the praises of rich men, says
Sundarar. Instead, they should praise Lord Siva of Thirup-
pugalur. He will not only provide food and clothing
throughout their lives, but will also get rid of their worries.

Praise Lord Siva, not mortals

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has penned a book, titled Apnapan, on
his 35-year-long association with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Talking to reporters on
Thursday, Mr. Chouhan said the book was a
deeply personal account of his close political and
organisational association with the Prime
Minister. Former Vice-President M. Venkaiah
Naidu will launch the book on May 26. Mr.
Chouhan said Apnapan would o�er readers an
opportunity to understand Mr. Modi’s
personality, leadership style, sensitivity and work
ethic from a closer and more personal
perspective.

Chouhan pens book on his
association with PM Modi

The Supreme Court on Thursday barred a key
company associated with the disputed family
estate of the late industrialist Sunjay Kapur from
proceeding with the appointment of
independent directors, while renewing its appeal
to the feuding parties to resolve the bitter
inheritance dispute through mediation. The
court observed that octogenarian Rani Kapur,
mother of the late industrialist, must have been
“shaken” by the continuing family feud, and
urged the parties to amicably settle the dispute to
avoid a “long-drawn battle”. “...We all come
empty-handed and will go empty-handed,” the
Bench remarked.

SC asks parties not to disrupt
mediation in Kapur case

The Enforcement Directorate has launched
search operations against a syndicate accused of
forging documents and impersonating o�ce-
bearers to allegedly sell prime properties of the
Spiritual Regeneration Movement Foundation of
India (SRMF), the agency said on Thursday. The
case involves land transactions worth hundreds
of crores. ED initiated the investigation on May 7
under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
and is now focusing on key conspirators. SRMF, a
society registered in 1963 under the Societies
Registration Act and linked to the teachings of
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, owns substantial
immovable properties across multiple States.

ED cracks down on ‘illegal’
sale of SRMF properties

The Ministry of External A�airs (MEA) on
Thursday said that an Indian-�agged commercial
vessel had come under attack o� the coast of
Oman, but all its crew members are safe. The
MEA described the attack as “unacceptable”, but
its statement did not say who had carried out the
attack which took place on Wednesday. “The
attack on an Indian-�agged ship o� the coast of
Oman yesterday is unacceptable and we deplore
the fact that commercial shipping and civilian
mariners continue to be targeted,” the statement
said. “All Indian crew on board are safe and we
thank the Omani authorities for rescuing them,”
it added.

Crew of Indian-�agged ship
safe after recent attack: MEA

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 
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ACROSS 
7. Cycles poorly to hospital in rough vehicle (8) 
9. Active local touring old destinations initially on a ship (6) 
10. Personally crafted project, say - a lamp (4)
11. Cancelling out filling NYU rolls (10) 
12. Intolerant people in scraps about match (6) 
14. Whip gooey substances coating ordinary fruits (8) 

15. Terribly upsetting hater (13) 

18. The Reverend Harry's condition in decline (8) 

20. Sanskrit scholar drinking hot water in Delhi (6) 

21. The only option for an ultimate holiday spot? (4,6) 

22. Middle Eastern port finally closed to North America (4) 

23. Surprisingly last to answer on the buzzer? (6) 

24. African from Western part of Ghana is in Utah (8)

DOWN

1. Drop vessel, eating very little (8)

2. Fine bits of radish alongside vegetable (4) 

3. Conservative husband in old style baggy trousers (6) 

4. Spanish ranch house had a nice complex (8) 

5. Say, Hawaiian acting in one's play (10) 

6. Supporting books - starting from Othello, immediately (6) 

8. Smart new tutor led extremely unusual careers (4-6-3) 

13. Oscar called you and me to protect brown animals (10)

16. Touchy about party reduced to a caricature (8) 

17. Girl with bhai jaan, not oddly pacifist by principle (8) 

19. Item of crockery the camp lost frequently (6) 

20. Part of expat in American film (6) 

22. Whack fly (4)
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Two bus drivers were ar-
rested here on Thursday
for the alleged gang rape of
a woman inside a private
sleeper bus at Rani Bagh. 

The police con�rmed
on Thursday that an FIR
has been �led against
Umesh Kumar (40) and Ra-
mender (45) and the vehi-
cle seized.

The National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW) has
demanded that the police
�le an action-taken report
within seven days on the
crime and measures being
taken to secure the victim.

The police said the as-
sault occurred late on May
11. “An enquiry revealed
that the woman had some
kind of a monetary agree-
ment with the accused.
They boarded the bus to-
gether at Rani Bagh and
took it to Nangloi,” Vikram
Singh, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Outer),
said. 

According to police, the
men did not pay the pro-
mised amount after which
she decided not to deal
with them. However, me-
dia reports contradict the
police’s position, saying

the woman was pulled on-
to the bus.

According to the police,
the woman used a phone
belonging to one of the ac-
cused to make a call to the
police control room.

The NCW’s X handle
said, “The NCW has taken
suo motu cognizance of the
deeply disturbing media
reports regarding the al-
leged gang rape of a wo-
man inside a private sleep-
er bus in Delhi. As
reported, the survivor was
allegedly pulled inside the
bus by the driver and con-
ductor and sexually as-
saulted while returning
home from work.”

The NCW has also
sought details of steps ta-
ken to ensure the victim’s
safety, and rehabilitation
support being provided to
the survivor and her fami-
ly, along with information
on the bus operator and
owner. 

Further, the NCW has
directed the authorities to
furnish details of preven-
tive and corrective mea-
sures proposed to streng-
then the safety of women
travelling through public
and private transport sys-
tems in Delhi, particularly
during late hours.

Woman gang-raped
inside bus in Delhi’s
Rani Bagh, 2 held 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday recalled its order
quashing the Centre’s deci-
sion to reject journalist
Siddharth Varadarajan’s
plea seeking conversion of
his Person of Indian Origin
(PIO) status to Overseas Ci-
tizen of India (OCI).

Justice Purushaindra
Kumar Kaurav said Mr. Va-
radarajan failed to disclose
the existence of a 2020 Al-
lahabad High Court order
that granted him anticipa-
tory bail in a criminal case
and imposed conditions,
such as surrendering his
passport and restricting
travel abroad without per-
mission from the trial
court concerned.

The court also recalled
its May 13 order asking the
authorities to consider an
application by Mr. Varada-
rajan, a U.S. citizen, for a
“return visa” and allowing
him to travel to Estonia
between May 14 and 19.

HC recalls its
earlier order
on journalist’s
PIO status

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) has said the
COVID-19 pandemic ex-
posed vulnerabilities in
global health systems and
was linked to an estimated
22.1 million excess deaths,
including indirect deaths,
between 2020 and 2023.

The estimate, published
in the WHO’s �agship
World Health Statistics re-
port, is more than three
times the number of o�-
cially reported COVID-19
deaths and re�ects the
scale of the pandemic’s
global impact. The report
said the pandemic re-
versed a decade of gains in
life expectancy, with recov-
ery remaining incomplete
and uneven across regions.

The report also high-
lighted notable progress in
several areas. New HIV in-
fections fell by 40% bet-
ween 2010 and 2024, while
both tobacco use and alco-

hol consumption declined
during the period. The
number of people requir-
ing interventions for ne-
glected tropical diseases
dropped by 36% between
2010 and 2024.

Access to services shap-
ing health outcomes also
expanded rapidly between
2015 and 2024. During this
period, 961 million people
gained access to safe drink-
ing water, 1.2 billion to san-
itation, 1.6 billion to basic
hygiene and 1.4 billion to

clean cooking solutions.
The report said the

WHO African Region
achieved faster-than-global
reductions in HIV infec-
tions, down by 70%, and
tuberculosis, down by
28%. It added that the
South-East Asia Region was
on track to meet its 2025
milestone for malaria
reduction.

Challenges remain
However, the report
warned that signi�cant
challenges remain. Malaria
incidence increased by
8.5% since 2015, moving
the world further away
from global targets.

Anaemia a�ects 30.7%
of women of reproductive
age, with no improvement
recorded over the past
decade.

The report also noted
that violence against wo-
men remains widespread,
with intimate partner vio-
lence a�ecting one in four
women globally.

COVID-19 linked to 22.1 million
excess deaths globally from
2020 to 2023: WHO report
Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The report estimates more than

thrice the number of o�icially

reported COVID-19 deaths.

The SRM Institute of
Science and Technology
(SRMIST), in association
with The Hindu, will organ-
ise a webinar on “Career
beyond the obvious: un-
locking new pathways in
Humanities and Sciences”,
aimed at broadening per-
spectives on the career
landscape and highlighting
the opportunities emerg-
ing beyond conventional
professional choices.

With industries increas-
ingly valuing interdisciplin-
ary skills, the session will
explore how disciplines in
the humanities and scienc-
es are opening doors to ca-
reers across sectors such as
research, technology, me-
dia, analytics, public poli-
cy, behavioural sciences,
communication, sustaina-
bility, and innovation. It
will o�er insights into
emerging trends, industry
expectations, and other
critical aspects.

The panel will feature A.
Vinay Kumar, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor (science, Hu-
manities, and manage-
ment), SRMIST; A. Duraisa-
my, Dean, Faculty of
Sciences and Humanities,
SRMIST; Deepa Sethi, Ex-
ecutive Chair of Globe, IIM,
Kozhikode; and Kamal Ka-
ranth, co-founder, Xpheno
Private Ltd. The webinar is
eighth in the Future Career
Conversations series and
will be hosted by Prince
Frederick, Civic A�airs Ed-
itor and Editor, Opportuni-
ties, The Hindu. 

Those interested may
scan the QR
code or visit
https://
newsth.live/
THSRMHE for
registration.

Webinar to discuss
career pathways in
Humanities, Sciences
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

O
ne person died
and several others
were injured in a

landslide in the coal mines
of Jamuria in the Raniganj
coal belt in West Bengal on
Thursday morning.
Though the administration
started rescue operations,
several workers were be-
lieved to be still trapped in-
side the mines even in the
evening.

The accident was re-
ported from Eastern Coal-
�elds Limited (ECL)’s Ku-
nustoria Padashiya
Colliery. It was reported
that, during the blasting
process of mining, there
was “air blast” in section
27 of the Kunustoria coal
mines, leading to collapse
of multiple pillars at the
same time. The impact led
to fall of rocks and con-
struction material, causing
a landslide and leaving a
worker dead.

A rescued worker said
that it felt like the ground

beneath their feet started
shaking and all of them fell
in di�erent directions in
the impact of the air blast.

“The accident occurred
around 10 a.m. The injured
have been admitted to the
local hospital in Raniganj
and other ECL hospitals,”
Raghubir Prasad, a local re-
sident of Jamuria, told The
Hindu.

Coal mine workers
staged a protest and al-
leged that the accident oc-
curred due to lack of su-
pervision and safety
measures.

“At least 17 people are in
the hospital. One person
has died, one person is in a
critical state,” Dharmadas
Mandol, local secretary of
Centre of Indian Trade Un-
ions (CITU), told
mediapersons.

Local workers’ union
leaders complained that
they had not got any con-
crete response on the whe-
reabouts of the workers
and the rescue operations
from the ECL authorities.

The colliery authorities
have begun an investiga-
tion into the incident.

One dead in landslide
in West Bengal mines;
many feared trapped

A coal mine in the Raniganj belt. SHRABANA CHATTERJEE

An ‘air blast’ in the coal mines in Jamuria triggered the landslide; several

people injured; workers allege lack of supervision and safety measures

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

The Supreme Court on
Thursday summoned se-
nior bureaucrats from Ra-
jasthan and Madhya Pra-
desh over rampant illegal
sand mining in the Nation-
al Chambal Sanctuary and
the States’ “persistent inac-
tion” in reining in the min-
ing ma�a. Spread across
Rajasthan, Madhya Pra-
desh and Uttar Pradesh,
the sanctuary is India’s �rst
and only tri-State riverine
protected area.

The court observed that
the Rajasthan government
had displayed a “wholly
casual, indi�erent, and in-
dolent approach” towards
complying with the court’s
earlier directions aimed at
halting the “irreversible
environmental degrada-
tion” within the sanctuary.

“Such persistent inac-
tion, despite the grave con-
cerns recorded and direc-
tions issued by this court,
demonstrates a disturbing
lack of seriousness and in-
tent on the part of the State
machinery in addressing
matters directly involving
environmental gover-
nance, public safety, and
the rule of law itself,” the
court said.

SC summons
State o�cials
over Chambal
sand mining

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI
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Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles Ltd. (TMPVL), for
the fourth quarter ended March 31, 2026,
reported a 32% fall in consolidated pro�t after tax
(PAT) at ₹5,783 crore as compared with ₹8,470
crore in the year-ago period. The company
delivered revenues of ₹1,05,447 crore, up 7.2%
year on year (YoY). For FY26, the company
reported PAT of ₹82,390 crore as compared with
₹27,830 crore a year ago, up 196% YoY. FY26
revenues stood at ₹335.582 crore down 8.3% YoY.
“On a full year basis, the pro�tability was
impacted by several headwinds at Jaguar Land
Rover ( JLR), including a cyber incident, tari�s,
China luxury tax, VME pressures and adverse
commodities prices,” the company said in a
�ling. The consolidated net debt stood at ₹30,700
crore. The company’s board has recommended a
�nal dividend of ₹3per share.

Tata Motors PV Q4 PAT falls
32% hit on JLR headwinds

INBRIEF
�

Home-grown renewable energy �rm Inox Clean
has acquired 3 GW module and 3 GW cell
manufacturing capacity from Boviet Solar in the
U.S. in a $750-million deal. While the solar
module capacity is operational, the cell
manufacturing capacity is expected to be
commissioned by the end of this year, Inox Clean
Energy Ltd. (Inox Clean) said in a statement. The
company has acquired the assets of Boviet Solar
Technology LLC (Boviet Solar) through its
wholly-owned subsidiary, Inox Solar Americas
LLC, as per the statement. The asset purchase
unlocks signi�cant economic advantages under
the U.S. government’s domestic manufacturing
push. The products sold will be eligible for
incentives, enhancing pro�tability while also
mitigating tari�- and policy-related uncertainties
through a localised manufacturing footprint, the
company said. PTI

Inox Clean buys solar energy
assets in U.S. for $750 mn

I
n the �rst sign of the
impact of the West
Asia crisis on prices in

India, wholesale in�ation
in India jumped to 8.3% in
April 2026, its highest level
in 3.5 years, driven by the
sharp rise in crude oil and
natural gas prices. In�ation
in this category stood at
67.2% in April.

Data on the Wholesale
Price Index (WPI) released
by the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry on
Thursday showed that the
last time wholesale in�a-
tion in India was higher
than this was in October

2022. It had stood at 3.9%
in March 2026.

Notably, food in�ation
at the wholesale level re-
mained relatively low, at
2% in April 2026, com-
pared with 1.9% a month

earlier. “The �rst sign of
the impact of war on the
Indian economy has been
seen in the WPI in�ation
number for April which
came at 8.3%,” Madan Sab-
navis, chief economist at

the Bank of Baroda said. 
“This is a direct result of

the global developments
which have manifested on
the oil front.”

Shashwat Singh, Funda-
mental Analyst at Bajaj
Broking too said that the
rise in wholesale in�ation
was largely driven by high-
er crude oil prices, fuel
and power costs, imported
in�ation, and elevated in-
put prices amid the ongo-
ing geopolitical tensions in
West Asia.

Within the index, in�a-
tion in the crude oil and
natural gas sectors stood at
a 46-month high of 67.2%
in April 2026, coming on
the back of a 39-month

high in March. 
While the higher inter-

national prices of both pro-
ducts are a driving factor
for this, there is also a sig-
ni�cant base e�ect push-
ing the in�ation numbers
up. That is, the sector wit-
nessed de�ation of 7.6%
and 15.5% in March and
April of last year. 

Fuel in�ation
The fuel and power catego-
ry, too, saw in�ation rise to
24.7% in April 2026, the
highest since October
2022. This was driven by
in�ation in the mineral oils
category, which rose to
39.5% in April 2026.  

Mr. Singh pointed out

that this elevated whole-
sale in�ation could soon
pass on to the retail level
and directly a�ect consum-
ers. He added that it could
also hurt the pro�tability
of companies.

“Higher logistics,
freight, and commodity
prices are now increasing-
ly getting re�ected in who-
lesale in�ation, which
could eventually pass
through to consumer in�a-
tion as well,” Mr. Singh
said. 

“The spike also suggests
margin pressure for manu-
facturing and industrial
companies if cost increases
cannot be fully passed on
to consumers.”

WPI more than doubles to 8.3% in April
India’s WPI in�ation rises to its highest level in 3.5 years on the impact of the West Asia crisis on prices in India; experts say that this jump in

wholesale prices could soon be passed on to consumers, and could also start hurting the pro�tability of companies if it is not passed on

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

In a major boost for India’s
seafood industry, the
country has been re-in-
cluded in the list of nations
that can export aquacul-
ture products to the EU
from September 2026, as it
has proven its compliance
with EU restrictions relat-
ed to use of antimicrobials
in animals used for food.

In October 2024, the EU
omitted India from the list
of countries allowed to ex-
port aquaculture products
to the EU from September
2026, raising concerns in
the domestic industry, as

the EU is a major export
destination for Indian sea-
food. Aquaculture covers
�n�sh, including eels, and
products of �n�sh (such as
roes and caviar), and
crustaceans.

“Under EU rules, the
use of antimicrobials in liv-
estock for growth or yield
purposes is not allowed,
nor can animals be treated
with antimicrobials re-

served for human infec-
tions,” the European Com-
mission said in its
statement. “The countries
on the list have proven
their compliance with the
EU restrictions on antimi-
crobial use in food-produc-
ing animals.”

It added that the list will
be formally adopted “in
the coming days”, with the
rules on imports applying
from September 3, 2026.

The development builds
on the fact that in Septem-
ber 2025, the EU added 102
new Indian �sheries to its
list of approved establish-
ments that can export to
EU member countries. 

India has proven its
compliance with EU
restrictions on anti
microbial use in food
producing animals

India back on EU approved
list of aquaculture exporters 
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The Department of Com-
merce issued a noti�cation
on Wednesday moving su-
gar from ‘restricted’ to
‘prohibited’ list of items for
exports.

Export of raw, white and
re�ned sugar is banned till
September 30, 2026.

The ban, however, does
not apply to exports to the
United States and the Euro-
pean Union under the CXL
and TRQ quota, and ex-
ports under the advance
authorisation scheme. 

It will also not apply to
government-to-govern-

ment exports. If the ship-
ping bill has been raised or
the consignment loading
has commenced or hand-
ed over to the Customs, the
exports will be permitted,
according to the noti�ca-
tion. 

The Indian Sugar and
Bio-energy Manufacturers
Association (ISMA) had
said in February this year —
almost three months after
the commencement of the
sugarcane crushing season
— that sugar production
was expected to be 324
lakh tonnes in the 2025-
2026 sugar season and that
31 lakh tonnes would be di-
verted for ethanol. 

The net sugar produc-
tion was expected to be
still 30 lakh tonnes more
than last sugar season at
293 lakh tonnes.

The Association said on
Thursday that exports
were permitted by the Go-
vernment last November
based on the then prevail-
ing production estimates
and an encouraging out-
look for the sugar season. 

However, as the season
progressed, sugar produc-
tion in certain key states,
particularly Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh, was im-
pacted resulting in a mod-
eration of overall actual
production.

Govt. bans sugar exports till
Sept. 30; U.S., EU excluded
The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

External A�airs Minister Jaishankar with his Russian and Saudi

Arabian counterparts at the BRICS meet on Thursday. PTI 

As India awaits the United
States’ decision on extend-
ing its waiver on sanctions
against the import of Rus-
sian oil, External A�airs
Minister S. Jaishankar on
Thursday hit out at unilat-
eral non-UN sanctions,
calling them unjusti�ed. 

Delivering the national
statement at the BRICS Fo-
reign Ministers meeting
chaired by India, Mr. Jaish-
ankar called on the group-
ing of emerging economies
to address the problem of
such sanctions.

Signi�cantly, the meet-
ing was attended by Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov and Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi representing two
of the U.S.’s most heavily
sanctioned countries.

With the latest waiver in
place, import of Russian
crude oil surged to 1.96
million barrels per day
since the start of May till
date compared with 1.57
million barrels per day
during the full month in
April, according to data
from real-time maritime
analytics provider Kpler. 

The major increase in
India's oil intake from Mos-
cow in May indicates that
Indian re�ners are rushing
to secure stable supplies
from Russia while those
from West Asia are stuck
due to the blockades on
the Strait of Hormuz.

In fact, India’s import of
Russian oil stood at 1.98
million barrels per day in
March as the U.S. extended
its sanctions waiver on
Russian oil purchases for
the second consecutive
month. Oil imports from
Russia have surged despite

the fact that Russian crude
oil is being sold at a premi-
um of as much as $5 for ev-
ery barrel to Indian impor-
ters. “We must also
address the increasing re-
sort to unilateral coercive
measures and sanctions in-
consistent with interna-
tional law and the UN Char-
ter. Such measures
disproportionately a�ect
developing countries.,” Mr.
Jaishankar said. “These un-
justi�able measures can-
not substitute dialogue,
nor can pressure replace
diplomacy,” he said.

In the wake of the war in
West Asia, the U.S. had
granted month-long waiv-
ers for oil imports from
Iran and Russia, which In-
dia took advantage of. 

However, the waiver on
Iran lapsed last month,
and the waiver on Russia,
which was extended, is set
to expire on May 16, with
U.S. o�cials indicating that
there would be no exten-

sion. Speaking to the me-
dia on April 25, Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent
had said he had agreed to
the waivers due to requests
from “more than 10 of the
most vulnerable and poor-
est countries”. 

“But I wouldn’t imagine
that we’d have another ex-
tension,” he said, adding
that the Russian oil availa-
ble on-board ships that the
waiver covered, had alrea-
dy been bought up.

While the NDA govern-
ment maintains India’s tra-
ditional position on not ac-
cepting non-UN sanctions,
in practice it has complied
with a series of sanctions
from the U.S. for commer-
cial reasons, including on
oil from Iran, Russia and
Venezuela, trade with Iran
and the development of
the Chabahar port. 

When asked on Wednes-
day whether India would
consider cutting oil im-
ports from Russia as it did
in the past, if the U.S. does
not extend the waiver on
Saturday, External A�airs
Spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said that the go-
vernment’s policy is “guid-
ed by the interests of 1.4
billion Indians”. However,
he declined to comment
on reports that India has
asked the U.S. for another
extension.

Jaishankar slams ‘unilateral’
sanctions days before expiry
of Russian oil purchase waiver 
Suhasini Haidar
Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

These
unjusti�able
measures

cannot substitute
dialogue, nor can
pressure replace
diplomacy

S. JAISHANKAR,
External A�airs Minister

Air India posted a full-year
loss of $2.79 billion
(₹26,798 crore), in�icting a
$743 million hit on Singa-
pore Airlines’ bottom line
in the �rst full year since
the carrier acquired a
25.1% stake in the Tata
Group airline, dragging it
into a sharp pro�t decline.

Singapore Airlines (SIA),
which holds a 25.1% stake
in Air India, reported a
57.4% fall in full-year net
pro�t to $930 million (SGD
$1.18 billion) even as oper-
ating pro�t surged 39% to
$1.89 billion (SGD 2.4 bil-
lion). Its annual statement
also showed Air India’s hef-
ty annual losses.

FY26 marks the �rst full
year in which SIA absorbed
the impact of Air India’s
losses after acquiring its
stake in the merged Air In-

dia-Vistara entity in No-
vember 2024.

In a press statement,
Singapore Airlines attribut-
ed the sharp decline in net
pro�t to “the absence of a
prior year one-o� account-
ing gain, coupled with the
share of full year losses
from Air India.”

Last year, SIA had bene-
�ted from a $866 million
(SGD1.098 bn) non-cash
accounting gain arising
from the completion of the

Air India-Vistara merger. 
Air India’s losses came

amid a year marked by
multiple headwinds, in-
cluding a sharp dent in
passenger demand follow-
ing the June 12, 2025 Ah-
medabad crash, weaken-
ing travel demand from the
U.S. market, ban of Pakis-
tan airspace for Indian car-
riers, and airspace restric-
tions in West Asia due to
regional tensions that has
forced 5-6 hour long de-
tours for Air India �ights to
North America and sharply
raised fuel costs.

On Wednesday, the air-
line announced a 27% re-
duction in �ights across its
international network as
soaring aviation turbine
fuel costs and operational
disruptions weighed heavi-
ly on pro�tability. The im-
pact spilt beyond west-
bound �ights, a�ecting
even east-bound routes.

Air India’s $2.79 bn loss drags
down Singapore Airlines’ pro�t
Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Air India’s losses came amid a

year marked by multiple

headwinds. REUTERS 

The �rst month of FY 2027
posted high double-digit
growth in passenger vehi-
cles (PVs), three-wheelers
and two-wheelers, accord-
ing to wholesales data
from the Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM) on Thursday. 

This is in line with conti-
nuing sales momentum of
the second half of FY 2025-
26 following the GST rate
cut. In April 2026, the pas-
senger vehicles segment
recorded the highest-ever
sales of 4.37 lakh units with
a growth of 25.4%, over
April 2025. The three-
wheeler segment also post-
ed its highest ever sales of
0.66 lakh units, registering
a growth of 32.8%, com-

pared with April 2025. A
total of 18.73 lakh units of
two-wheelers were sold in
April 2026, up 28.4% over
April of the previous year.

“Though there are con-
cerns of high commodity
prices emanating from the
disruptions in West Asia,
the industry has been wit-
nessing good demand,”
said Rajesh Menon, Direc-
tor-General, SIAM.

SIAM said total produc-
tion of PVs, three-wheel-
ers, two-wheelers, and
quadricycles in April 2026
was 29,22,427 units.

Auto wholesales
continue to grow in
double-digits in April 

A total of 18.73 lakh
units of two-wheelers
were sold in April
2026, up 28.4% over
the previous year

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Despite the global head-
winds, Mitsui OSK Lines is
con�dent about making in-
vestments in India and the
momentum has not
changed, Jotaro Tamura,
President and CEO of the
company owning the
world’s largest vessel �eet
told The Hindu on Monday.

Mr. Tamura underlined
that while the escalating
tensions in West Asia and
the ensuing impact on
shipping might have intro-
duced uncertainties in the
short term, Mitsui OSK
Lines in focussed on the
longer-term.

“For India, in the long-
term we expect the Indian
economy to scale up to the

next level, therefore, our
momentum has not
changed,” he stated, ad-
ding, “Our e�orts are fo-
cussed on catching up with
India’s economic growth,
and that (con�dence about
investments in India) re-
main unchanged. We still
look at it as a good
opportunity.”

Escalating tensions in
West Asia and Tehran’s

blocking of the Strait of
Hormuz has impacted ves-
sel movement across the
globe. Responding to a qu-
ery about the impact on
the company, the Mitsui
OSK Lines chief noted the
closure of the prominent
energy route led to in-
crease in price of fuel,
which the shipping market
is increasingly factoring in-
to their operations.

“We have seen oil prices
have hiked. The overall
shipping market is factor-
ing this onto businesses. As
a knock-on e�ect, with oil
prices up, the freight mar-
ket too has been impact-
ed,” he stated, adding from
a larger context, “If I take
containers for example, it
(operational costs) have in-
creased from pre-war le-

vels.” Mr. Tamura also held
at present Mitsui OSK
Lines’ priority is to ensure
the passage of their ships
out of the Persian Gulf.

Elaborating on the In-
dian opportunity, Mr. Tam-
ura noted that it extended
beyond just energy trade
to transport of automo-
tives, among other things.

“As the Indian economy
grows that would give
more impulse to energy
[trade] and that will give us
more opportunities for
charter deals,” he stated,
adding, “[Further], we are
relatively quite big in tran-
sport of automotives and
India is becoming the ex-
port hub for vehicles. As it
grows further, we are de�-
nitely interested in catch-
ing up with demand from

customers in the two
segments.”

The Mitsui OSK Lines
chief said that India has
“great potential” in its ef-
forts towards green ship-
ping and decarbonisation,
as it could be a producer of
green energies and be-
come a potential supplier
of green hydrogen and am-
monia to the world.

“Overall [the global de-
carbonised shipping] mar-
ket may have slowed down
a bit in the past six to
twelve months for varied
reasons, that is, in the
short term. However, in
the mid to long term, we
believe the decarbonisa-
tion e�orts would be un-
changed and that is where
India can play a role,” he
stated.

Saptaparno Ghosh

‘Mitsui OSK Lines con�dent of investing in India’

Jotaro Tamura 
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Russia pummelled Kyiv for
hours early on Thursday,
�ring hundreds of drones
and dozens of missiles in
an attack that killed at least
seven persons and further
shredded hopes of a halt to
Moscow’s grinding
invasion.

Air raid sirens wailed
out over the city before
several hours of thunder-
ous explosions and �ashes
in the sky sent Kyiv resi-
dents running to shelter in
metro stations.

The Ukrainian air force
said Russia had launched
675 attack drones and 56
missiles, mainly at Kyiv, ad-
ding its air defence units
had downed 652 of the
drones and 41 missiles.

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said 20 sites in
the capital were damaged
including homes, a school,
a vet clinic and other civi-
lian infrastructure.

Seven bodies were
pulled from the rubble of a
single destroyed residen-
tial building — three men,
three women, and a young

girl, the police said.
Another 45 people were

wounded.

Ballistic challenge
Russian attacks also
wounded people in the
southern regions of Odesa
and Kherson, and in the
eastern region of Kharkiv.

“These are de�nitely
not the actions of those
who believe the war is
coming to an end. It is im-
portant that partners do
not remain silent about
this strike,” Mr. Zelenskyy
said. “The most di�cult
challenge is defending
against ballistic missiles.”

Ukraine said it shot

down 94% of all drones
and 73% of the missiles
�red by Russia. 

A slew of Ukraine’s al-
lies, including the United
Kingdom, Estonia, Latvia,
Finland, the Netherlands,
Moldova, and Slovakia
condemned the fatal
attacks.

EU chief Ursula von der
Leyen says Kyiv attacks
show that Russia “openly
mocks” e�orts to end the
war.

Russia said the wave of
missiles and drones had
targeted military-linked
sites and energy facilities
that support the Ukrainian
army.

7 killed as Russia hits Kyiv
with hundreds of drones 

Rescuers work at a residential building partially destroyed following

Russian drone and missile strikes in Kyiv on Thusrday. AFP

Agence France-Presse
KYIV

X

After Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s o�ice said on

Wednesday that he quietly visited the UAE during Israeli-U.S. war

with Iran, the UAE later denied any secret visit had occurred. The

UAE’s o�icial WAM news agency posted that the country’s relations

with Israel “are not based on non-transparent arrangements”. AP

UAE denies Netanyahu secretly
visited the country during Iran war

JERUSALEM

REUTERS
X

Amnesty International said on Thursday that the Israeli army’s

destruction of civilian homes in southern Syria since the fall of

long-time ruler Bashar al-Assad should be investigated as “war

crimes”. The rights group said it used satellite imagery to verify

damage and destruction to 23 structures in the villages. AFP

Amnesty calls for probe into Israeli
destruction of south Syria homes

DAMASCUS

AFP
X

Latvian Prime Minister Evika Silina resigned on Thursday after her

left-leaning Progressives partner quit the coalition, stripping her

majority. It followed Defence Minister Andris Spruds‘ ouster over

stray Ukrainian drones breaching Latvian airspace. Ms. Silina’s

resignation comes just months ahead of general elections. AP

Latvian Prime Minister resigns
over stray Ukrainian drones row

RIGA

AFP
X

Philippine Senator Ronald dela Rosa, wanted by the International

Criminal Court, fled the Senate on Thursday, evading arrest for

alleged crimes against humanity in ex-President Rodrigo Duterte’s

drug war. Gunshots during a security clash helped him escape from

the Senate, where he had taken refuge on Wednesday. AP

Philippine senator Ronald dela
Rosa, wanted by ICC, �ees Senate

MANILA

REUTERS

Cuba was hit by worsening
power outages on Thursday as
the island’s communist govern-
ment said oil reserves had run
out and rare protests broke out
around the capital Havana.

Eastern Cuba was plunged
on Thursday into the latest of
regular electricity shutdowns
a�ecting the whole country,
while people protested against
power outages in neighbour-
hoods around Havana, in the
west of the island.

Oil reserves sent by Russia
have now “run out,” Energy Mi-
nister Vicente de la O Levy told
state television, describing the
situation as “very tense”.

“The heat continues to rise,
and the impact of the blockade
is indeed causing us signi�cant
harm... because we are still not
receiving fuel.”

U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio renewed an o�er of $100

million in aid on the condition
that the assistance be distribut-
ed by the Catholic Church, by-
passing the government.

‘Ready for talks’
“We are ready to hear the de-
tails of the proposal and how it
would be implemented,” said
Cuba’s top diplomat, Bruno Ro-
driguez, on social media.

A resident of San Miguel del
Padron, a neighbourhood on
the outskirts of Havana, said
that people had protested the
power cuts by banging pots and

pans on Wednesday evening.
Several other similar small

protests were held in neigh-
bourhoods across the capital to
express widespread
frustration.

“Turn on the lights!” shout-
ed residents in Playa, a district
in the western part of the
capital.

President Miguel Diaz-Canel
on Wednesday blamed a U.S.-
imposed “genocidal energy
blockade” on Cuba for its grim
energy shortages.

Data compiled showed pro-
longed blackouts and record
generation shortfalls in recent
days — 65% of Cuban territory
endured simultaneous black-
outs on Tuesday.

“This dramatic worsening
has a single cause: the genoci-
dal energy blockade to which
the United States subjects our
country, threatening irrational
tari�s against any nation that
supplies us with fuel,” Mr. Diaz-
Canel said.

Blackouts, protests break out 
as Cuba says fuel has ‘run out’
Agence France-Presse
HAVANA

Miguel Diaz-Canel 

A
competition to oust
British Prime Mi-
nister Keir Starmer

from No. 10 Downing
Street drew closer on
Thursday, with U.K. Health
Secretary Wes Streeting —
seen for months as a po-
tential contender — resign-
ing, citing recent election
losses for Labour and Mr.
Starmer’s leadership style.

The Health Secretary
said he had surpassed tar-
gets set by Mr. Starmer for
cutting National Health
Service (NHS) waitlists for
medical appointments — a
key voter concern.

Despite this, Mr. Street-
ing said, he had chosen to
resign “having lost con�-
dence” in the Prime Minis-
ter’s leadership. Mr. Street-
ing warned of the growing
dangers of nationalism, ra-
cism and the hard-right Re-
form UK party. Mr. Starm-
er too has warned of these,

but as for reasons to not
plunge the country into
“chaos” by having a leader-
ship contest.

A total of 81 MPs is re-
quired to o�cially request
a leadership contest.
Though over 90 MPs have
wanted Mr. Starmer to go
following Labour’s losses
in council and regional
elections last week, a su�-
cient number of lawmak-
ers has not coalesced be-
hind any one contender.

Mr. Streeting is on the right
�ank of Labour compared
to the other potential can-
didates for Mr. Starmer’s
post — Deputy PM Angela
Rayner, Energy Minister
Ed Miliband and Greater
Manchester mayor Andy
Burnham. Mr. Starmer has
in recent days vowed to
�ght back in any contest
for his post.

“It is now clear that you
will not lead the Labour
Party into the next general

election,” Mr. Streeting
wrote in his letter dated
May 14, adding that Labour
MPs and workers’ unions
associated with Labour
wanted a debate on what
comes next based on ideas
not personalities.

Support for Mr. Street-
ing was below that for Mr.
Starmer as per Labour List,
which describes itself as a
think-tank that supports
the Labour Party but is in-
dependent of it. As per this
poll, Mr. Streeting would
secure 23% of support
among Labour members,
compared to Mr. Starmer’s
53%. Former Deputy PM
Rayner announced on
Thursday that she had
been exonerated by the tax
authorities of wrongdoing
and settled her tax bill —
the issue around which she
had resigned in 2025. Ear-
lier, she had told The Guar-
dian that she would not
trigger a leadership con-
test, although she did not
rule out contesting in one.

U.K. Minister quits, paving
way for leadership contest

At the helm: Wes Streeting has for months been viewed as a

potential challenger to Keir Starmer within Labour. REUTERS

Health Secretary Wes Streeting says he lost con�dence in the Prime Minister’s leadership; Starmer

has vowed to �ght back in any contest for his post; he has 53% support among Labour members 

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi on Thursday
accused the United Arab
Emirates of playing an ac-
tive role in the U.S.-Israeli
war against his country.

“The UAE is an active
partner in this aggression,
and there is no doubt
about it,” Mr. Araghchi said
in a Telegram post while at-
tending a BRICS summit in
India.

Mr. Araghchi also re-
ferred to what Israel has
described as a “secret”
meeting in the UAE during
the war between Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanya-
hu and UAE President Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan.

“I must say that the UAE
was directly involved in the
act of aggression against
my country. When this ag-
gression began, they even
refused to condemn it,”
Mr. Araghchi said. “It also
became clear that they par-
ticipated in these attacks
and may have even acted
directly against us.”

Iran says
UAE ‘active
partner’ in
U.S.-Israeli war

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Lebanon and Israel held new
peace talks in Washington on
Thursday, as their latest cease-
�re — considered to still be in
place despite hundreds of
deaths in Israeli strikes —
nears its end.

Israel’s military said it was
striking Hezbollah targets in
south Lebanon on Thursday

after warning residents of sev-
eral towns and villages there
and in the country’s east to
evacuate. It also said a Hezbol-
lah drone fell in Israeli territo-
ry, wounding several civilians.

Lebanon’s state-run Na-
tional News Agency reported
Israeli air strikes on the south
and east, including in areas
not covered by the warning, a
day after the Health Ministry
said intense raids killed 22 pe-
ople, eight of them children.

Lebanese and Israeli repre-
sentatives last met on April 23
at the White House, where a
three-week cease�re exten-
sion was announced. 

Lebanon and Israel hold new peace
talks in U.S. as ‘cease�re’ nears end

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Lebanese and Israeli
representatives
last met on April 23 
at the White House

At least �ve soldiers and seven
militants were killed in clash-
es in Pakistan’s turbulent
south-western province of Ba-
lochistan, o�cials said on
Thursday.

An improvised explosive
device detonated near a con-
voy of paramilitary Frontier
Corps troops and was fol-
lowed by a clash with mili-

tants, they said.
“Five soldiers were killed

and another was critically
wounded,” a senior o�cial
said.

“During the operation, a
group of terrorists was located
and engaged by troops. Dur-
ing �re exchange seven terro-
rists were killed,” the army’s
media wing said.

The Baloch Liberation Ar-
my (BLA) claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack.

Five soldiers, 7 militants
killed in Pakistan clashes
Agence France-Presse
QUETTA
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Devdutt Padikkal had the best seat in the house to watch Virat

Kohli’s hundred for RCB against KKR in Raipur. “Some of the shots

he played were simply remarkable. Coming into the game after two

ducks is never easy, and he showed who he is,” said Padikkal who

was involved in a second-wicket stand of 92 with Kohli.

Some of the shots Kohli played
were simply remarkable: Padikkal

CHASE MASTER

EMMANUAL YOGINI
X

KKR head coach Abhishek Nayar rued the unavailability of ace

spinner Varun Chakaravarthy in his side’s defeat to RCB in Raipur. “It

is an open secret that we have done very well with the Sunny

[Narine] and Varun combo. He’s got a fracture in his foot. We’ll

always miss a Varun Chakaravarthy, and he’s hard to replace.”

Varun is hard to replace: KKR
coach Nayar after loss to RCB

ONE OF A KIND

FILE PHOTO: RITU RAJ KONWAR
X

Chennai Super Kings has named Dian Forrester as a replacement for

Jamie Overton, who has been ruled out of the remainder of IPL 2026

due to a right thigh injury. The South African all-rounder will join CSK

for ₹75 lakh. The 25-year-old left-hand batter will join the squad

ahead of the match against SRH in Chennai.

CSK names all-rounder Forrester 
as replacement for Overton

IN AND OUT

FILE PHOTO: VIJAY SONEJI
X

CSK head coach Stephen Fleming is confident that Shivam Dube

and Dewald Brevis can produce good performances. “Brevis and

Dube are due [for some runs]... this could be their time. Sometimes

when you have a situation like this, people appear, and we’re

hopeful that those two will finish the tournament on a high.”

Fleming backs Dube and Brevis 
to �nish the season on a high

DESTRUCTIVE PLAYERS

SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Chennai Super Kings will
be acutely aware of the
need to avoid complacen-
cy when it takes on Luck-
now Super Giants for the
second time in �ve days,
this time at the Ekana Sta-
dium here on Friday.

On Sunday in Chennai,
CSK prevailed by �ve wick-
ets, thereby putting LSG
out of playo� contention in
IPL 2026.

It was Super Kings’ third
victory on the bounce, and
the Yellow Army has built
momentum at the right
time in the �ght for a top-
four spot. 

Still, the Chennai out�t,
which has 12 points, needs
to win at least two, if not all
three, of its remaining
games to give itself the best
shot of progressing to the
knockouts.

On the eve of the match,
the team received another
injury blow after all-roun-
der Jamie Overton, one of
its standout performers
this season, was ruled out
of the competition due to a

thigh injury. Even in the
previous encounter, it was
the Englishman who
stopped LSG from posting
a daunting total with his
twin strike in the 10th over,
including that of the well-
set Josh Inglis.

The setback comes at a
time when there are still
areas of concern for the
�ve-time champion on the
batting front. In the chase
of 204, Urvil Patel’s stun-
ning 23-ball 65 had
brought the asking rate
down to under seven at
one point. But once he was
dismissed, the middle-or-
der made heavy weather of
a straightforward chase,
stretching it to the �nal ov-
er. 

Shivam Dube and De-
wald Brevis have looked
out of sorts so far, and the
duo needs to step up be-
fore it proves costly.

For the hosts, the focus
shifts to testing their bench
strength and building to-
wards the future. Unbur-
dened by expectations,
can Rishabh Pant’s men
give their fans something
to cheer for?

Practice makes perfect: Dube’s catching has been below-par 

this season. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

S. Dipak Ragav
LUCKNOW

A win will do a world
of good for CSK

Chennai Super Kings head
coach Stephen Fleming felt
that the team has been un-
lucky with injuries so far
after Jamie Overton be-
came the fourth player to
be ruled out of the tourna-
ment this season.

Overton joined Khaleel
Ahmed, Ayush Mhatre,
and Ramakrishna Ghosh,
all of whom picked up inju-
ries during a match this
year.

“It is unlucky. A couple
of the boys came into the
competition with niggles.
Ghosh was one of those
that we were nursing
through, and then he had a
fall, so that was unfortu-
nate,” said Fleming.

The former New Zea-
land skipper said the team
is aware of the pattern of
injuries and is looking into
it. “We’re not doing anyth-
ing to put strain on these
guys. They’ve all been
playing a lot of cricket; it’s
just one of those things.
But we’re certainly not
turning a blind eye to it.
We are working very hard
on recovery, and we have a
very professional sta� who

have been with us for a
number of years, so that
area is well looked after,”
he added.

Despite the injuries and
a slow start, CSK has come
back strongly, winning six
out of its last eight match-
es, and Fleming said he
was pleased with how the
youngsters have stepped
up.

“We are really pleased
with the way the players
have improved. To be in
this position now is so-
mething many thought we
wouldn’t be, but the
group’s been really strong.
Given the core of young
players, going forward, I
think it’s quite exciting,”
said Fleming.

We’ve been unlucky
with injuries: Fleming
S. Dipak Ragav
LUCKNOW

On the eve of Kolkata
Knight Riders’ IPL 2026 en-
counter against Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru here, as-
sistant coach Shane
Watson waxed lyrical
about Angkrish Raghuvan-
shi in the pre-match press
conference.

“I’ve been so fortunate
over the years in the IPL to
see some ridiculously ta-
lented young cricketers,”
the Australian said. “I re-
member seeing Sanju Sam-
son for the �rst time. I’d
never seen a 17-year-old
with that skill develop-
ment. I continue to see that
with Vaibhav Soorayavan-
shi. Angkrish is another
one of those,” he said.

“I know we haven’t seen
a consistent explosion of
skill, but we will. It’s mind-
blowing for me to be able
to see his ability to adapt to
di�erent conditions, di�e-
rent bowlers and have all
the skill options and shot
options to be able to navi-
gate that as well as he pos-
sibly can,” he added.

On Wednesday, against

RCB, the 21-year-old gave a
clear account of what his
coach had explained the
day before. Coming in to
bat after the fall of an early

wicket and seeing his skip-
per depart soon after, the
young Mumbai batter had
his back against the wall.

But during a knock in
which he displayed im-
mense maturity and ex-
ceptional reading of the
conditions on o�er, the
lanky batter tallied his
highest score in the IPL to
lead the way with the bat
for his side.

“I was very impressed
with the way he batted be-
cause the ball was really
nipping around initially.
[Josh] Hazlewood and Bhu-
vi [Bhuvneshwar Kumar]
were hitting the length. I
felt he was tactically very
astute,” KKR head coach
Abhishek Nayar said after
the game.

“I thought he paced his
innings well. Played square
of the wicket, used the an-
gles really well, picked his
bowlers. I didn’t really feel
that he was uncomfortable
at any point. He belonged
there, and that really stood
out to me,” he added.

The scores: KKR 192/4 in 20
overs lost to RCB 194/4 in 19.1
overs (Kohli 105 n.o., Padikkal 39,
Tyagi 3/32). PoM: Kohli.

Raghuvanshi — repaying the
faith shown by Knight Riders 

Raghuvanshi. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Anish Pathiyil
RAIPUR

A
zmatullah Omar-
zai’s late assault sal-
vaged Punjab Kings

from a precarious situation
and took it to 200 for eight
against Mumbai Indians in
IPL 2026 at the HPCA Sta-
dium here on Thursday.

Shardul Thakur’s hit-
the-deck approach on a
sticky wicket got him four
for 39 on the day, and sent
the Kings innings into a
tailspin. The host lost six
wickets for 33 runs o� 30
deliveries through the mid-
dle overs and even faced
the prospect of being bow-
led out.

But Omarzai picked
Shardul and Corbin Bosch
over mid-wicket for boun-
daries, before getting 18
runs o� Deepak Chahar in
the 18th over to change the
course of the innings. A
few freewheeling slogs
from Impact Player Vishnu
Vinod and Xavier Bartlett
in the last two overs were
enough to get the side to
200.

Earlier in the innings,
the Kings openers Prabh-
simran Singh and Priyansh
Arya curbed their usual in-
stinct for big hits and still
put up 50 runs.

Jasprit Bumrah waited
156 games to captain his
IPL side and he could have
marked the occasion by
snaring Prabhsimran at

�rst slip if not for Naman
Dhir’s dropped catch. The
reprieve was sandwiched
between a nudge down
�ne-leg and a slash over
point for two boundaries.

Prabhsimran got a se-
cond life on 28 when Bosch
could not hold onto a
chance o� his own bow-
ling. The reprieve galvan-

ized the opener to change
gears and leg-spinner
Raghu Sharma bore the
brunt. O� slightly over-
pitched deliveries, Prabh-
simran launched his slog
sweep o� successive deliv-
eries and cleared deep
midwicket.

But Shardul dragged MI
back into the game with

two wickets in three balls.
Prabhsimran’s attempted
heave �ew to deep third o�
a top edge while Shreyas
Iyer did not account for the
seam away from him and
saw his o�-stump
disturbed.

Raj Angad Bawa tight-
ened the noose. He �rst
castled Cooper Connolly

and then took a blinder at
short mid-wicket to sent
back Suryansh Shedge o�
Shardul.

Shashank Singh, leg-be-
fore o� Bosch, and Marco
Jansen, cleaned up by
Shardul, were undone by
the low, skiddy bounce of
the surface.

But just when Punjab

seemed to be meeting a �at
end, Omarzai sparked life
into the contest and kept
his team in the hunt.

The opener slams 57 o� 32 balls while the all-rounder rescues his side with a cameo; Shardul scalps four for the Bumrah-led MI 

IPL-19

Prabhsimran’s �fty, Omarzai’s late
charge lift Punjab Kings to 200

Abhishek Saini
DHARAMSHALA

The ongoing IPL season
has not been short of ex-
plosiveness. 

Chennai Super Kings
dasher Urvil Patel’s 65 o�
just 23 balls against Luck-
now Super Giants, at a
strike rate of 282.61, was a
microcosm of the hard hit-
ting that has been on dis-
play in the 19th edition.

The league-wide Power-
Play run rate has gone past
10, an improvement from
9.51 last year. Teams are
taking more risks, and the
bold approach is allowing
high-intent talent to shine.
Rajasthan Royals prodigy
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi is
one such player who has lit
up the tournament.

The 15-year-old has
amassed 440 runs in 11
matches at 236.55, the
highest strike rate in the
league so far (minimum
�ve innings). Among his
standout performances
was an impressive 103 o�
just 37 deliveries against
Sunrisers Hyderabad in Jai-
pur, a knock which could
not prevent SRH from

winning.
Punjab Kings’ Priyansh

Arya (364 runs in 11 in-
nings), Sooryavanshi’s
closest challenger, has a
strike rate of 216.66. 

The southpaw was at his
belligerent best when he
took only 37 balls to smack
93 against LSG in New
Chandigarh.

It is the openers who
dominate the ‘super strik-
ers’ chart, with six of the
best 10 batting at the top of
the order. The stats show
that top-order batters con-
tinue to have a huge say,
and the numbers are only

improving: there were �ve
openers in the top 10 in
2025, four in 2024 and two
in 2023. 

The current list also in-
cludes SRH’s Abhishek
Sharma (481 runs, 12
matches, strike rate of
209.13), Finn Allen (228, 8,
207.27) of Kolkata Knight
Riders, Ryan Rickelton
(430, 10, 190.26) from
Mumbai Indians, and Delhi
Capitals’ KL Rahul (477, 12,
177.98).

The game is now all
about the top-order going
for broke from the get-go
and soaring up the charts.

Heavy metal at the top: the
openers rule striking chart
Srinivas Sriram
CHENNAI

PUNJAB KINGS

Priyansh Arya b Chahar 22 (17b,

4x4), Prabhsimran Singh c Bosch
b Shardul 57 (32b, 6x4, 4x6),
Cooper Connolly b Bawa 21 (22b,

2x4, 1x6), Shreyas Iyer b Shardul
4 (2b, 1x4), Suryansh Shedge c
Bawa b Shardul 8 (5b, 1x6),
Shashank Singh lbw b Bosch 2
(3b), Azmatullah Omarzai c Jacks
b Chahar 38 (17b, 2x4, 4x6),
Marco Jansen b Shardul 2 (7b),
Vishnu Vinod (Impact Player for

Prabhsimran) (not out) 15 (8b,

1x4, 1x6), Xavier Bartlett (not out)
18 (7b, 2x4, 1x6); Extras (b-5, lb-1,
w-7): 13; Total (for eight wkts. in
20 overs): 200.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-50 (Priyansh, 5.3 overs), 2-107
(Prabhsimran, 11.2), 3-111
(Shreyas, 11.4), 4-111 (Connolly,
12.3), 5-123 (Shedge, 13.2), 6-135
(Shashank, 14.4), 7-140 (Jansen,
16.2), 8-166 (Omarzai, 17.6).

MUMBAI INDIANS BOWLING

Chahar 4-0-36-2, Bumrah
4-0-35-0, Shardul 4-0-39-4, Bosch
4-0-42-1, Raghu 2-0-22-0, Jacks
1-0-9-0, Bawa 1-0-11-1.
Toss: Mumbai Indians.

SCOREBOARD

�

Shining stars: Prabhsimran and Omarzai fired for PBKS while Shardul was the pick of the MI bowlers. R.V. MOORTHY 

�

MI 89/3 in 10 overs

Tilak (5) and Rutherford (1) were
batting. Rohit (25), Rickelton (48)
and Naman (9) were dismissed
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Ajith Narayana secured a bronze medal each in
both clean & jerk and overall in the men’s 71kg
category at the Asian senior weightlifting
championships in Gandhinagar on Thursday.
Ajith registered a total lift of 314kg, including
174kg in clean & jerk, to earn India a place on the
podium. The gold was won by Korean Won Ju Ri
with a total of 351kg, while China’s Jian Chen
claimed silver with 335kg.

Bronze for Ajith in Asian
weightlifting championships

INBRIEF
�

IFL: Sony Sports Ten 5 & LIV,
6.30 p.m.

IPL: Star Sports 1 & JioHot-
star, 7.30 p.m.

ISL: Sony Sports Ten 2 &
FanCode, 7.30 p.m.

LIVE TELECAST

�

R
oyal Challengers
Bengaluru’s title-
winning campaign

in IPL 2025 was de�ned by
its away form. RCB became
the �rst team in IPL history
to win all seven away
league matches, recording
victories at Kolkata, Chen-
nai, Mumbai, Jaipur, New
Chandigarh, New Delhi
and Lucknow. That consis-
tency across varied condi-
tions proved central to its
run to the title, culminat-
ing in a six-run victory over
Punjab Kings in the �nal at
Ahmedabad that ended an
18-year long wait.

The question entering
IPL 2026 was whether that
away success was a one-
season wonder. 

With three matches re-
maining in the league
phase, Royal Challengers
sit atop the table with 16
points, having once again

relied heavily on perfor-
mances away from the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium. 

Unlike last season, the
side has managed victories
in only two of its �rst �ve
away �xtures this year,
though its adaptability out-
side Bengaluru continues
to remain central to its
campaign. Rajat Patidar’s
men have won both their
games at their second
home venue Raipur.

Virat Kohli’s unbeaten
105 against Kolkata Knight
Riders at Raipur also car-
ried a signi�cant personal
milestone. The innings
took him past 14,000 runs
in T20 cricket. Kohli be-
came the fastest batter to
reach the mark, getting
there in 409 innings and
surpassing the previous re-
cord held by Chris Gayle
(423).

Terri�c record
Of those runs, 4,188 have
come in T20 Internationals
for the Men in Blue, while
9,145 have been scored in

the IPL for Royal Challen-
gers across nearly two de-
cades with the franchise.
He also became the �rst In-
dian batter to cross the
14,000-run mark in the for-
mat, underlining a career
built as much on consisten-
cy and longevity as on stro-
keplay and run-scoring
volume.

Royal Challengers face
Punjab Kings at Dharam-
shala on Sunday with a
playo� berth nearly se-
cured and another strong
away performance poten-
tially decisive in shaping its
route through the knock-
out stage.

Ability to adapt
The side’s ability to adapt
quickly to unfamiliar con-
ditions has increasingly be-
come one of its de�ning
characteristics across the
last two IPL seasons. 

That consistency has
once again placed the fran-
chise among the tourna-
ment’s strongest playo�
contenders. 

Though the defending champion has won only two of its �ve away games this season, Patidar’s men have come out on top in both their �xtures 

at Raipur, which is their second home venue; talisman Kohli’s remarkable run has been a key feature of RCB being on the verge of a playo� spot 

High-�ying Royal Challengers feel 
at home in unfamiliar conditions

Still going strong: Seasoned campaigners Bhuvneshwar and Kohli have been instrumental in RCB’s

surge to the top of the table. EMMANUAL YOGINI
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Natalia Hannah Rice

Ravi Dixit reached his se-
cond straight men’s semi�-
nal at the HCL National
doubles squash champion-
ships, combining with Vi-
kas Mehra to battle past
Mathew Godwin and Nava-
neeth Prabhu 11-7, 10-12,
11-7 in a gripping clash at
the Indian Squash &
Triathlon Academy on
Thursday. 

The higher-ranked duo
of Ravi and Vikas was on
the cusp of victory when it
earned a match point at
10-9 in the second game.
However, two backhand
errors from Ravi allowed
Mathew and Navaneeth to
push the contest into the
decider. Fittingly, it was Ra-
vi who delivered the �nal
punch, producing a back-
hand cross-court winner. 

Top seeds Abhay Singh
and Velavan Senthilkumar
began their title defence
with a 11-4, 11-2 win over
Shubham and Vedant Patel
to seal a last-four berth.

The results: Men:

Quarterfinals: Abhay Singh &
Velavan Senthilkumar bt
Shubham & Vedant Patel 11-4,
11-2; Ravi Dixit & Vikas Mehra bt
Mathew Godwin & Navaneeth
Prabhu 11-7, 10-12, 11-7; Guhan
Senthilkumar & Sandhesh bt
Harinderpal Singh Sandhu & Om
Semwal 11-7, 2-11, 11-8; Rahul

Baitha & Suraj Chand bt R. Dinesh
& L. Meyappan 11-6, 11-6.

Women: Group A: Joshna
Chinappa & Rathika Seelan bt
Sahana Kalaivanan & Sangamitra
Shanmugham 11-2, 11-7; Ananya
Narayan & Anika Dubey bt
Sahana & Sangamitra 11-2, 11-1.

Mixed: Quarterfinals: Velavan &
Joshna bt Roshan Rajkumar &
Sahana 11-4, 11-5; Suraj &
Nirupama Dubey bt Navaneeth &
Pooja Arthi 11-9, 12-10; Abhay &
Rathika bt Ravi & Janet Vidhi
10-12, 11-8, 11-9; Rahul & Anika
bt Sandhesh & Shameena Riaz
10-12, 11-6, 11-8.

Ravi-Vikas combination 
makes the last-four stage

DOUBLES SQUASH

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

Fighting it out: Vikas and Ravi, both in red, were made to work

hard for the win. R. RAGU

Kriish Tyagi stunned se-
cond seed Hamish Stewart
7-6(7), 5-7, 6-4, to scalp the
biggest win of his �edgling
career, and advance to the
semi�nals of the Karnataka
Open ATP Challenger at
the S.M. Krishna Tennis
Stadium here on Thursday. 

The 19-year-old saved
three break points in the
ninth game to force a tie-
breaker in the �rst set be-
fore winning it. Stewart
(World No. 328) won the
second before Tyagi broke
serve to take a 5-4 lead in
the decider. 

The World No. 1332
soon sealed the encounter
which lasted two hours
and 40 minutes.

Tyagi did well to coun-
ter Stewart’s big serves. 

“I have played big ser-
vers before and learnt that
if I can make two good re-
turns, they suddenly don’t
know what to do. 

“I just tried to stay solid
and keep putting the ball

back in play,” Tyagi said on
countering Stewart’s big
serves.

Tyagi will face fourth
seed Philip Sekulic of Aus-
tralia in the last-four on Fri-
day. 

Fellow Indian Manish
Sureshkumar went down
3-6, 3-6 to former World
No. 40 Ilya Ivashka, while
American Keegan Smith
got the better of the Serb
Ognjen Milic 7-6(5), 6-3.

The results (quarterfinals): 

Ilya Ivashka bt Manish
Sureshkumar 6-3, 6-3; Keegan

Smith (USA) bt Ognjen Milic (Srb)
7-6(5), 6-3; Philip Sekulic (Aus) bt
Maximus Jones (Tha) 6-7(6), 6-3,
6-1; Kriish Tyagi bt Hamish
Stewart (GBr) 7-6(7), 5-7, 6-4.

Doubles: Petr Bar Biryukov &
Grigoriy Lomakin (Kaz) bt Sergey
Betov & Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
4-6, 7-5, [10-8]; Prajwal Dev &
Nitin Kumar Sinha bt Je�rey
Chuan (Tpe) & Christopher Papa
(USA) 6-4, 7-5. 

Niki Poonacha & Saketh Myneni
bt Sidharth Rawat & Manish
Sureshkumar 6-3, 7-6(3); Adil
Kalyanpur & Mukund Sasikumar
bt Dominik Palan (Cze) &
Digvijaypratap Singh 7-6(5), 6-3.

Tyagi takes out Stewart,
advances to the semi�nals

TENNIS

Ashwin Achal
BENGALURU

Cutting short: Ivashka ended Manish’s run with a straight-set win.

K. MURALI KUMAR

India �nished with an im-
pressive 27 medals, includ-
ing nine gold, six silver and
12 bronze, with the girls ac-
counted for seven gold,
two silver and �ve bronze,
at the Asian boxing un-
der-15 championships in
Tashkent on Thursday. 

Dominant
Among the girls, Anzee

(37kg), Soniya (40kg), Tan-
vi (43kg), Hanshika Attri
(46kg), Sunaina (58kg),
Bhumika (61kg) and Angel
(70kg) clinched gold with
dominant performances,
while Akshita (33kg) and
Tannvi (64kg) took silver
after losing closely-fought
�nals. 

In the boys’ section,
Yash Kumar (33kg) and
Mohd. Yasser (58kg) tri-
umphed while Sastha Va-
santh Ashok Kumar (37kg),
Samir Bohra (43kg), Sudar-

san Vasudeva Chandak
(52kg) and Ronak Parag
Lokhande (67kg) secured
silver.

The results (finals): 

Girls: 33kg: Odina Yusupova
(Uzb) bt Akshita 3-2; 37kg: Anzee
bt Nurzhanat Beknazar (Kaz) 5-0;
40kg: Soniya bt Bominakhon
(Uzb) 5-0; 43kg: Tanvi bt Han-Hsi
Chen (Tpe) ABD.
46kg: Hanshika Attri bt Sabrina
Adilkhanova (Kaz) RSC; 58kg:

Sunaina bt Mukaddas Zokirova
(Uzb) RSC.
61kg: Bhumika bt Aiaru

Faizullayeva (Kaz) RSC; 64kg:

Malika Ulugbekova (Uzb) bt
Tannvi 5-0.
70kg: Angel bt Khonzodabegim
Baratova 4-1.
Boys: 33kg: Yash Kumar bt Sayat
Rakhymberdi (Kaz) 3-2.
37kg: Fayozbek Noraliev (Uzb) bt
Sastha Vasanth Ashok Kumar 5-0;
43kg: Beibarys Koishybay (Kaz)
bt Samir Bohra 4-1.
52kg: Javohir Nematjonov (Uzb)
bt Sudarsan Vasudeva Chandak
5-0; 58kg: Mohd. Yasser bt
Abdulloh Karimjonov (Uzb) 3-2;
67kg: Amanzhan Zhanay (Kaz) bt
Ronak Parag Lokhande RSC.

Indian pugilists win nine gold
in Asian under-15 boxing

Packing a punch: Top: Anzee (37kg); Soniya (40kg); Tanvi (43kg);

Hansika (46kg); Sunaina (58kg); Bottom: Bhumika (61kg); Angel

(70kg); Yash (33kg); Mohd. Yasser (58kg). SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Indian shuttlers P.V. Sind-
hu and Lakshya Sen, along
with the top-seeded men’s
doubles pair of Satwiksai-
raj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty, advanced to the
quarter�nals of the
$500,000 Thailand Open
Super 500 bdminton tour-
nament with straight-game
wins in their respective
matches here on Thursday.

Sixth seed Sindhu need-
ed just 28 minutes to out-
class Denmark’s Amalie
Schulz 21-13, 21-15 in the
women’s singles second
round, while seventh seed
Lakshya defeated China’s
Zhu Xuan Chen 21-12, 21-13
in a men’s singles clash
that lasted 39 minutes.

Sindhu will next face top
seed and World No. 3
Akane Yamaguchi of Japan,
while Lakshya will take on
Thailand’s second seed
Kunlavut Vitidsarn.

Satwiksairaj and Chirag
posted a 21-12, 21-19 win ov-
er Malaysia’s Bryan Jeremy

Goonting and Muhammad
Haikal in 44 minutes to set
up a meeting with the
sixth-seeded Japanese
combination of Takumi
Nomura and Yuichi
Shimogami.

However, K. Srikanth
crashed out after going
down 16-21, 21-11, 18-21 to
Taiwan’s Su Li Yang in a
hard-fought contest lasting
70 minutes.

It was also the end of the
road for young Devika Si-
hag as she lost 21-23, 11-21 to
Thailand’s Pitchamon
Opatniputh. Malvika Ba-

nod also exited, losing to
second seed Chen Yu Fei of
China 21-12, 21-7.

The results (round-of-16):

Men: Lakshya Sen bt Zhu Xuan
Chen (Chn) 21-12, 21-13; Su Li
Yang (Tpe) bt K. Srikanth 21-16,
11-21, 21-18.

Doubles: Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy & Chirag Shetty bt
Bryan Jeremy Goonting &
Muhammad Haikal (Mas) 21-12,
21-19.

Women: P.V. Sindhu bt Amalie
Schulz (Den) 21-13, 21-15;
Pitchamon Opatniputh (Tha) bt
Devika Sihag 23-21, 21-11; Chen
Yu Fei (Chn) bt Malvika Bansod
21-12, 21-7.

Sindhu and Lakshya enter
Thailand Open quarter�nals

Easing through: Lakshya had the measure of Zhu in straight

games. INSTAGRAM/BAI_MEDIA
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Man City sees o�
Palace to keep
pressure on Arsenal
MANCHESTER:

Manchester City’s
second string eased
past Crystal Palace 3-0
on Wednesday to
climb just two points
behind Premier
League leader Arsenal
with two games
remaining of a
captivating title race.
The three-goal win
takes City to 77 points,
two behind Arsenal.
City now has superior
goal di�erence of +1
and has scored seven
more goals.
Newly-crowned
Spanish champion
Barcelona su�ered a
1-0 defeat by Alaves on
Wednesday, ending its
bid to match the
all-time LaLiga record
points total of 100.
The results: Premier

League: Manchester City 3
(Semenyo 32, Marmoush 40,
Savinho 84) bt Crystal Palace
0. LaLiga: Espanyol 2 (Milla
69, Garcia 90+2) bt Bilbao 0;
Villarreal 2 (Gerard 13,
Mikautadze 20) lost to Sevilla
3 (Oso 36, Salas 45+2, Adams
72); Alaves 1 (Diabate 45+1)
bt Barcelona 0; Getafe 3
(Satriano 14, 41, Romero 63)
bt Mallorca 1 (Mascarell 65).

Inter clinches the
Italian Cup
ROME: Inter Milan won
the Italian Cup on
Wednesday after
beating Lazio 2-0 and
completing a domestic
double alongside its
21st Serie A title. An
Adam Marusic own
goal and Lautaro
Martinez’s tap-in, both
in the �rst half, gave
Inter both a victory
and 10th Cup triumph.

Sooryavanshi in
India-A squad for 
SL tri-series
NEW DELHI: Teenage
batting prodigy
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
was on Thursday
named in the
15-member India-A
squad for the
tri-nation 50-over
series in Sri Lanka,
starting on June 9.
Apart from the hosts,
the other team in the
tournament is
Afghanistan-A. The
matches will be played
in Dambulla. India-A
will also play two
multi-day (four-day)
‘Tests’ in Galle but the
squad for that will be
announced later.
India A will play Sri
Lanka-A ( June 9 and
15) and Afghanistan-A
( June 11 and 17) twice
and the top two teams
will meet in the �nal
slated on June 21.
India-A squad:

Tilak Varma (Capt.), Riyan
Parag (Vice-capt.), Priyansh
Arya, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi,
Ayush Badoni, Nishant
Sindhu, Harsh Dubey,
Suryansh Shedge,
Prabhsimran Singh (wk),
Kumar Kushagra (wk), Vipraj

Nigam, Yash Thakur, Yudhvir
Singh, Anshul Kamboj, and
Arshad Khan.

India’s schedule:

June 9: vs Sri Lanka-A, 11: vs
Afghanistan-A, 15: vs Sri
Lanka-A, 17: vs
Afghanistan-A. (All matches
in Dambulla).

HI names Soyez as
Sreejesh’s successor
A day after con�rming
the end of P.R.
Sreejesh’s tenure as
head coach of the
junior men’s team,
Hockey India (HI)
named former France
and Spain coach
Frederic Soyez as his
successor.
The 48-year-old
Frenchman pipped
compatriot and
former colleague
Aymeric Bergamo to
the job, thanks to his
vast experience which
includes his stint as
high performance
director for France
Hockey. Soyez earned
196 caps for France,
scoring 195 goals, and
later coached France
and Spain at the
Olympics — Spain in
2016 and 2020 and
France in 2024. 

Muddappa crowned
champion after
IMSAC verdict
CHENNAI: Hemanth
Muddappa of Mantra
Racing has o�cially
been declared the
2025 National
champion in the
premier unrestricted
class after the Indian
Motor Sports Appeals
Court (IMSAC)
restored his title from
the �nal round of the
MMSC FMSCI Indian
National Motorcycle
Drag Racing
Championship held
last December.
The controversy
stemmed from an
alleged jump start
during the �nal run of
the Unrestricted
category. Muddappa
immediately contested
the decision,
maintaining that there
was no forward or
backward movement
of the motorcycle.
The ruling not only
restores Muddappa’s
victory in the
championship-
deciding round at the
Madras International
Circuit, but also gives
him a historic 18th
National title, making
him the most
decorated
two-wheeler National
champion in Indian
motorsport history.
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