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ED CASE

PORTION OF BRIDGE OVER 
GANGA COLLAPSES IN BIHAR
Dheeraj Kumar 
PATNA 

A portion of the Vikramshila 
Setu, which connects Bihar's 
Purvanchal region to the See-
manchal region in north 
Bihar, collapsed into the 
Ganga river in Bhagalpur dis-
trict at around 1.10am on 
Monday, disrupting traffic. 

District authorities said the 
incident occurred around 
12.50am near pillar number 
133, when a gap formed be-
tween two slabs, followed by a 
section falling into the river. 
Officials acted swiftly and 
cleared vehicles and com-
muters from the area, pre-
venting any injuries. 

Sources said police person-

nel noticed signs of ground 
subsidence and cracks near 
the same pillar around 
11.33pm on Sunday. Senior of-
ficials were alerted, and ve-

hicular movement on the 
bridge was immediately re-
stricted. About one-and-a-half 
hours later, a slab nearly 25 
metres long collapsed. The 

bridge had already been 
evacuated, preventing a major 
accident involving buses 
bound for Muzaffarpur and 
Araria. 

All movement across the 
bridge has been halted, and 
traffic diverted towards 
Munger and Sultanganj. Entry 
of heavy vehicles into Bhagal-
pur city and the Zero Mile 
area has also been stopped. 

Bihar State Bridge Con-
struction Corporation chair-
man Chandrashekhar Singh 
said Chief Minister Samrat 
Choudhary has spoken to the 
Defence Minister and the 
Army Chief to arrange alter-
native connectivity with sup-
port from the Border Roads 
Organisation and the Army. 
Boat and steamer services 
have been introduced, and re-
pairs are expected within 
three months.

Vrindavan ashram celebrates 
BJP’s electoral wins 

FP News Service 
VRINDAVAN 

Saints and devotees at Shri 
Hanuman Tekri Ashram cel-
ebrated the BJP’s decisive vic-
tory in the Assembly 
elections in West Bengal, 
Assam and Puducherry on 
Monday.  

The celebration was led by 
Bhagwat speaker Dr Manoj 
Mohan Shastri, where saints 
and locals exchanged sweets 
and raised slogans praising 
Lord Hanuman and Bharat 
Mata. Acharya Badrish said 
the results reflected public 
support for Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and cultural 

nationalism. Mahant Mohini 
Bihari Sharan Maharaj 
termed the victory a triumph 
of truth and good governance.  

Addressing the gathering, 
Dr Shastri said the results re-
jected negative politics and 
reaffirmed faith in devel-
opment, democracy and Sa-
natan culture. A slab of the Vikramshila Setu bridge (near pillar 133) collapses into the Ganga River 

in the early morning, in Bhagalpur

‘ALLEGATIONS 
GRAVE IN NATURE’ 
Court denies bail to Al-Falah chairman 

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court has dismissed 
the bail application of Al-
Falah chairman Jawad 
Ahmad Siddiqui in a Rs 493-
crore money laundering 
case being investigated by 
the Enforcement Director-
ate, saying that the allega-
tions against him are "grave 
in nature". 

Additional Sessions Judge 
Sheetal Chaudhary Pradhan 
rejected the regular bail 
plea, saying the accused is a 
"central figure" in the ad-
ministration and finances of 
the university and its affili-
ated entities and he may in-
fluence witnesses if released. 

Considering the overall 
facts, the gravity of the of-
fence, and the applicant's 
past criminal antecedents, 
no ground for bail was made 
out at this stage, the court 
said. 

The Delhi Police Crime 
Branch had arrested Siddi-
qui in February in connec-
tion with alleged financial 
and administrative irregu-

larities. He was taken into 
custody from jail by the ED 
in March. 

In an order dated May 2, 
the court said, “Considering 
the overall facts and circum-
stances, since the allegations 
against the applicant/ ac-
cused are grave and serious 
in nature, no ground for bail 
is made out at this stage. 
Consequently, the bail appli-
cation of accused Jawad 
Ahmad Siddiqui is dis-
missed.” The court said that 
the prima facie evidence es-
tablished that Siddique 
might be directly linked or 
associated with the said pro-
ceeds of crime. 

“It is evident that the POC 
(proof of concept) generated 
from the Al-Falah Univer-
sity/trust/college were 
routed through the related 
parties….owned by his wife, 
children, and trusted em-
ployees, but ultimately con-
trolled by himself took 
money from India to abroad 
and invested in the business, 
movable and immovable 
properties abroad,” the 
court said. 

Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

With BJP set to form gov-
ernment in Bengal, , politi-
cal nerves are visible not 
only in Kolkata but also in 
Lucknow. The stakes extend 
far beyond government 
formation in one state. The 
outcome is being closely 
watched as a potential 
trigger for the 2027 Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions. 

For the BJP, a decisive 
win in Bengal would be 
more than just capturing a 
state long dominated by 
Mamata Banerjee. It would 
mark a significant ideologi-
cal and political break-
through in eastern India. 
Such a result would also 
help the party recover from 
the relative setback it faced 
in Uttar Pradesh during the 

2024 Lok Sabha elections. 
A victory in Bengal would 

allow the BJP to reinforce 
its governance narrative, 
particularly the model as-
sociated with Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath. Built 
around welfare delivery, in-
frastructure expansion and 
a strong law and order 
framework, the so called 
Uttar Pradesh model has 
been a central theme in the 
party’s campaign. 

During rallies, Adityanath 
repeatedly highlighted this 
approach. “The Uttar Pra-
desh model stands on se-
curity, development and 
cultural pride. Investment is 
growing, governance is 
transparent, and people are 
directly benefiting,” he said, 
while also underlining wel-
fare schemes such as free 
ration and housing as key 
pillars of governance. 

Five killed, 
seven injured 
as SUV rams 
truck in Odisha 
PTI 
JAJPUR 

At least five people, includ-
ing two women, were killed 
and seven others injured 
when an SUV in which they 
were travelling rammed 
into a truck in Odisha's 
Jajpur district on Monday, 
police said. 

The accident took place 
near Barada Chhak on the 
Daitary-Paradeep express 
highway under Jenapur po-
lice station limits in Jajpur 
district. 

Odisha Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi ex-
pressed grief over the acci-
dent and expressed his 
condolences to the families 
of the deceased. He also an-
nounced an assistance of Rs 
4 lakh from the Chief Min-
ister's Relief Fund (CMRF) 
to the next of kin of each 
deceased. 

Dheeraj Kumar 
PATNA 

Even as Lalu Prasad’s RJD 
faced defeat in the last Bihar 
Assembly election, the party 
registered its first-ever win 
in the Kerala Assembly elec-
tions. 

RJD candidate P K Pra-
veen won the Kuthuparamba 
seat in Kannur district as 
part of the Left Democratic 
Front. He defeated Jayanthi 
Rajan of the Indian Union 
Muslim League by 1,286 
votes. Praveen secured 
70,448 votes, while Rajan 

polled 69,162. BJP candidate 
Shijilal finished third with 
22,195 votes. 

RJD spokesperson Chit-
taranjan Gagan said the 
party contested three seats, 
winning one and finishing 
second in Kalpetta and Bada-
gara.

Aritra Singha / KOLKATA 

Amid Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) claims that the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) would 
stop non-vegetarian food if it 
comes to power in West Ben-
gal, the saffron camp served 
the Bengali staple fish curry-
rice after securing a majority. 

Speaking to the media 

while cooking at the party 
headquarters in Salt Lake near 
Kolkata, a chef said the special 
menu included doi mach, fish 
cooked with curd. 

“Along with doi mach, there 
is rice, mixed vegetable curry 
and sweets. This food is for 
everyone,” the chef said. 

BJP supporters were also 

seen eating jhaal muri and 
chicken biryani while celebra-
ting the party’s victory. 

During the campaign, TMC 
supremo Mamata Banerjee 
had repeatedly cited examples 
from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
to claim that the BJP would 
ban fish and other non-veg-
etarian items. 

RJD WINS A SEAT IN KERALA 

RIPPLE EFFECT: 
Bengal verdict to 
shape UP 2027 battle  

‘FISH CURRY RICE’ STILL 
STAPLE IN BENGAL UNDER BJP


