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WEATHERWATCH
D
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.45 HRS)

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy rainfall very likely at isolated
places over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala, Mahe, Lak-
shadweep and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Heat wave to severe heat
wave conditions likely at isolated places over Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Vidarbha
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ...................16......35.2...... 25.7 Kozhikode .......................12......32.8...... 26.2
Ahmedabad............. —......42.2...... 28.6 Kurnool ........................... —......40.8...... 29.7
Aizawl .....................0.2......32.8...... 21.7 Lucknow.......................... —......43.2...... 27.8
Allahabad ................ —......45.8...... 28.2 Madurai ........................... —......38.0...... 26.1
Bengaluru................ —......30.4...... 21.2 Mangaluru......................2.4......30.1...... 25.0
Bhopal ..................... —......44.0...... 30.0 Mumbai ........................... —......33.2...... 27.5
Bhubaneswar .......... —......40.1...... 29.2 Mysuru............................. —......31.2...... 22.0
Chandigarh.............. —......43.2...... 25.3 New Delhi........................ —......45.1...... 28.2
Chennai ................... —......39.6...... 28.5 Patna............................... —......36.3...... 27.2
Coimbatore ............. —......34.2...... 25.4 Port Blair ...........................4......31.6...... 25.8
Dehradun................. —......39.7...... 23.1 Puducherry ..................... —......37.6...... 27.6
Gangtok .....................5......24.7...... 16.5 Pune ................................ —......38.2...... 25.4
Goa.............................8......32.4...... 26.9 Raipur.............................. —......41.9...... 29.6
Guwahati ................0.8......33.2...... 23.4 Ranchi ............................. —......37.4...... 25.2
Hubballi ................... —......30.0...... 24.0 Shillong .............................2......25.4...... 16.5
Hyderabad............... —......40.7...... 29.4 Shimla ............................. —......32.8...... 23.4
Imphal ..................... —......31.0...... 19.9 Srinagar........................... —......30.7...... 17.3
Jaipur ...................... —......43.2...... 31.3 Thiruvananthapuram ..........27......32.4...... 23.8
Kochi........................ —......31.6...... 25.2 Tiruchi ............................. —......38.1...... 26.6
Kohima .................... —......26.0...... 17.0 Vijayawada...................... —......41.1...... 29.0
Kolkata .................... —......36.8...... 29.2 Visakhapatnam................ —......35.3...... 29.5
(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday
CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Charkhi Dadri,
Haryana recorded an
overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 342
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Madikeri,
Karnataka recorded a
healthy AQI score of 14

Ahmedabad ..... .40 105 27 ..... 95 ...163 ......*
Bengaluru ........ .10 ..46 45 ...... — ...109 ......*
Chennai............ ...2 ..13 .— ..... 33 ...112 ......*
Delhi ................. .40 100 29 ... 142 ...293 ......*
Hyderabad ....... .20 ..17 26 ..... 76 ....91 ......*
Kolkata............. .10 ..24 11 ..... 71 ....72 ......*
Lucknow........... ...9 ..41 60 ... 176 ...175 ......*
Mumbai ............ .29 ....6 14 ... 102 ....99 ......*
Pune ................. ..— ..71 93 ..... 29 ....65 ......*
Visakhapatnam .30 ..46 10 ..... 42 ...112 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing diff�icult. It
can aff�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

T he newly sworn-in
Congress-led Unit-
ed Democratic

Front (UDF) government’s
attempt to fi�nalise Cabinet
portfolios appeared to run
into unexpected head-
winds on Tuesday.

The UDF hinted on
Monday that it had
reached a broad agree-
ment among various fac-
tions in the Congress and
crucial allies on portfolio
allocation. Notably, senior
Congress leaders Ramesh
Chennithala and K. Mura-
leedharan signalled that
they would hold the Home
and Health portfolios,
respectively.

However, the apparent

dawdling in announcing
the appointments in the
government Gazette with
constitutional fi�nality sug-
gests that haggling over mi-
nisterial portfolios conti-
nued unabated in the UDF.

According to a few UDF

insiders, the fi�nalisation of
portfolios for certain Mi-
nisters- appeared to be
stalled because of the Latin
Catholic Church’s insis-
tence that the Congress re-
tain the Fisheries portfolio,
which, according to him,

had been tentatively pro-
mised to the Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML).

They claimed that the
IUML had initially agreed
to allow the Congress to
hold the portfolio in ex-
change for the Higher Edu-
cation Department, which,
by some accounts, is pro-
mised to Roji M. John, a
Congress MLA-elect.

However, the sources
claimed that some sections
in the IUML had urged the
leadership not to concede
the party’s “legitimate”
claim to Higher Education,
given the “backwardness”
of northern Kerala, chiefl�y
the Malabar region, and
the “relative paucity of
UGC and PG seats” com-
pared with central and
southern Kerala. 

Consensus eludes portfolio
allocation in Kerala Cabinet

Open corridors: Chief Minister V. D. Satheesan’s convoy exiting 
the Secretariat’s north gate, shut for a long time during the LDF
government’s term owing to frequent protests. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

Delay in announcing appointments in government Gazette points to haggling among factions in
the Congress-led front; Chennithala and Muraleedharan likely to hold Home and Health portfolios
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DEATH
ANNIVERSARIES

More than 400 people, in-
cluding nearly 100 chil-
dren, kept in “bonded la-
bour-like conditions” in
brick kilns were rescued in
a large-scale operation in
Telangana’s Nizamabad
district on Tuesday.

The operation was car-
ried out at four brick kilns
in Degam village, also
known as Degaon, where
migrant workers from Te-
langana, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Odisha
were allegedly being
forced to work under ex-
ploitative conditions. 

Offi�cials said the search-
es were conducted at two
sites belonging to BTR
Brick Kiln, identifi�ed as the
primary location, along
with adjoining kilns linked
to SSV Brick Kiln.

Armoor Police Inspec-

tor Satyanarayana said that
by 8 p.m., around 200 per-
sons had already been for-
mally counted, while the
process of identifying and
verifying all rescued la-
bourers will continue late
into Tuesday night. Several
of those rescued were wo-
men and children, many
showing visible signs of
malnourishment.

Preliminary inquiry in-
dicated that the labourers
were denied regular wages
and instead were issued
‘vouchers’ that could only
be exchanged for essential
goods. A labourer from
T.N. said he had been
working at the kiln for
nearly four years without
receiving any direct wages
and that his family sur-
vived on a weekly grocery
voucher worth ₹�200. The
operation was held follow-
ing a tip-off� from relatives
of one of the labourers. 

Over 400 bonded
labourers rescued
from Telangana kilns
Lavpreet Kaur
HYDERABAD

The cybercrime wing of
the Cyberabad Police ar-
rested a man accused of
cheating women through
fake profi�les created on
multiple matrimonial
platforms.

The accused was identi-
fi�ed as Manda Venkata Ka-
meshu, a resident of Un-
drajavaram in West

Godavari district of And-
hra Pradesh. According to
police, he created fake pro-
fi�les on matrimonial appli-
cations including Telugu
Matrimony, Reddy Matri-
mony, Brahmin Matrimo-
ny and Kamma Matrimony
by posing as a wealthy and
well-settled individual us-
ing false identities.

Police said the accused
targeted women seeking
matrimonial alliances and

gained their trust through
WhatsApp calls, Instagram
chats and conversations.
He allegedly persuaded
victims to transfer money
and share sensitive fi�nan-
cial details, including cre-
dit card information, OTPs
and bank credentials, on
various false pretexts. 

Investigators said the
cheated money was spent
on online betting and casi-
nos in Goa.

Man held for cheating women on
matrimonial sites with fake profi�les
The Hindu Bureau
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Three days after the arrest
of Bandi Sai Bageerath in
connection with a Protec-
tion of Children from Sex-
ual Off�ences (POCSO) Act
case, the Cyberabad police
are preparing to fi�le a cus-

tody petition seeking his
interrogation in the case.

Mr. Bageerath, son of
Union Minister Bandi San-
jay, was arrested on May
16, nearly a week after a
case was registered at the
Petbasheerabad police sta-
tion based on a complaint
lodged by the mother of a

17-year-old girl. The com-
plainant accused him of
sexually assaulting and
emotionally manipulating
her daughter over several
months. Meanwhile, inves-
tigators have completed
the reconstruction of the
sequence of events de-
scribed by the victim. 

Police to move petition for
custody of Bandi Sanjay’s son
The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD


