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French court finds Air France, Airbus guilty of 
involuntary manslaughter in 2009 crash
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Enriched uranium ‘must remain’ 
in Iran, says Ayatollah Mojtaba
TEHRAN

IRAN’S Supreme Leader has is-
sued a directive that the coun-
try’s near-weapons-grade ura-
nium must not be sent abroad, 
two senior Iranian sources said, 
hardening Tehran’s position on 
a key US demand in ongoing 
peace talks. Ayatollah Mojtaba 
Khamenei’s order could further 
frustrate US President Donald 
Trump and complicate talks on 
ending the US-Israeli war on 
Iran.

Israeli officials have told Reu-
ters that Trump has assured Is-
rael that Iran’s stockpile of  high-
ly enriched uranium, needed to 
make an atomic weapon, will be 
sent out of  Iran and that any 
peace deal must include a clause 
on this. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has said 
he will not consider the war over 
until enriched uranium is re-
moved from Iran, Tehran ends 
its support for proxy militias, 
and its ballistic missile capabili-
ties are eliminated.

“The Supreme Leader’s direc-
tive, and the consensus within 
the establishment, is that the 
stockpile of  enriched uranium 

WASHINGTON

THE House is expected to vote on legislation 
Thursday to compel President Donald Trump to 
withdraw from the war with Iran, a significant 
test of  lawmakers’ willingness to go along with a 
conflict the president launched over two months 
ago without congressional approval.

The vote is the latest effort by Democrats to 
rein in Trump’s military campaigns by using the 
War Powers Resolution of  1973. Previous votes 
on similar resolutions have failed, but Democrats 
are hoping that Thursday could be a turning 
point. One by one, a small but 
potentially crucial number of  
Republicans have sided with 
Democrats to check Trump’s 
power to continue the conflict. 
On Tuesday, the Senate ad-
vanced another war powers res-
olution on the Iran war when 
four GOP senators supported 
the resolution and three others 
were absent from the vote. A fi-
nal vote on the Senate resolution could also come 
late Thursday, though Republican leaders expect 
they’ll be able to block it once every GOP senator 
is present.

On Capitol Hill, patience with the war has 
grown thin as the stalemate in the Strait of  Hor-
muz disrupts global shipping and elevates gas 
prices in the US. Another House war powers res-
olution nearly passed last week, falling on a tie 
vote as three Republicans voted in favor. Demo-
cratic Rep. Gregory Meeks of  New York, who 
sponsored the war powers resolution, said he ex-
pects the votes this time around.        AP

Democrats eye 
breakthrough as House 

takes Iran war vote

Russia holds nuclear
drills on land, sea and 
air, joined by Belarus
MOSCOW

TRUCKS carrying intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles rumbled over forest roads, atomic-powered 
submarines set sail from Arctic and Pacific ports, 
and crews scrambled into warplanes as Russia 
and neighboring Belarus held the final stage of  
their joint nuclear drills Thursday.

Russian President Vladimir Putin discussed 
the maneuvers in a video call with his Belaru-
sian counterpart Alexander Lukashenko.

“The use of  nuclear weapons is an extreme, 
exceptional measure for ensuring the national 
security of  our states,” Putin said.

Lukashenko earlier inspected Russian short-
range nuclear-capable Iskander ballistic missiles 
at a military unit involved in the drills and de-
clared: “I dreamed about this machine a long 
time ago.”

The three-day drills that began Tuesday come 
amid a surge in Ukrainian drone strikes. includ-
ing on Moscow’s suburbs that killed three people 
and damaged several buildings and industrial 
facilities. The strikes made it harder for officials 
in the Kremlin to cast the conflict in Ukraine — 
now in its fifth year — as something so distant 
that it doesn’t affect the daily routines of  Russian 
civilians.

Russia’s Defense Ministry said the exercise in-
volved 64,000 troops, over 200 missile launchers, 
more than 140 aircraft, 73 surface warships and 
13 submarines, including eight armed with nu-
clear-tipped ICBMs. The drills focused on the 
“preparation and use of  nuclear forces under the 
threat of  aggression,” it said.

The maneuvers also practice cooperation with 
Belarus, an ally that hosts Russian nuclear weap-
ons. Russian arsenals in Belarus include its lat-
est intermediate range nuclear-capable Oreshnik 
missile system.                    AP 

Pakistan’s army chief to visit Iran 
to mediate new US-Gulf proposal
Munir’s visit comes a day after Donald Trump said talks to stop the war were not fructifying

DUBAI

PAKISTAN’S army chief  was 
due in Iran Thursday, Iranian 
media reported, with Islama-
bad mediating as the Islamic 
republic examines a new US 
proposal to end the Middle East 
war.

The expected visit by Field 
Marshal Asim Munir, a power-
ful figure with a growing role 
in Pakistan’s foreign relations, 
comes a day after US President 
Donald Trump warned that ne-
gotiations to end the war were 
on the “borderline” between a 
deal and renewed strikes.

A ceasefire on April 8 halted 
the war launched weeks earlier 
by the US and Israel, but nego-
tiation efforts have so far failed 
to yield a lasting peace 
agreement.

A war of  words has taken the 
place of  open conflict but the 
impasse continues to weigh on 
the world economy, leaving eve-
ryone from investors to farm-
ers in a painful state of  uncer-

tainty. On Thursday, Iran’s 
ISNA news agency said Mu-
nir’s visit was aimed at contin-
uing “talks and consultations” 
with Iranian authori-
ties, without provid-
ing details. Other Ira-
nian media carried 
the same report.

Pakistan hosted in 
April the only direct 
negotiations between US and 
Iranian officials to take place 
since February 28, the day the 
war began.

Munir was at the centre of  

the action during that round of  
talks, greeting both delegations 
on their arrival and displaying 
remarkable bonhomie with US 

Vice President JD 
Vance.

But the talks ulti-
mately failed, with 
Iran accusing the US 
of  making “excessive 
demands”.

Since then, the two sides have 
sent each other multiple pro-
posals, with the threat of  re-
newed war looming all along.

“It’s right on the borderline, 

believe me,” Trump told report-
ers Wednesday. “If  we don’t get 
the right answers, it goes very 
quickly. We’re all ready to go.”

He said a deal could come 
“very quickly” or “in a few 
days”, but warned Tehran 
would have to provide “100 per-
cent good answers”.

Tehran’s chief  negotiator 
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf  
on Wednesday accused Wash-
ington of  seeking to restart the 
war, warning of  a “forceful re-
sponse” if  Iran were to be 
attacked.

“The enemy’s movements 
show that despite economic 
and political pressure, it has 
not abandoned its military ob-
jectives and is seeking to start 
a new war,” Ghalibaf  said.

Iran’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei 
said the Islamic republic was 
examining points received 
from Washington, while repeat-
ing Tehran’s demands for the 
release of  its assets and an end 
to a US naval blockade.      AFP

Iran negotiator Mohd GhalibafField Marshal Asim Munir

should not leave the country,” 
said one of  the two Iranian 
sources, who spoke on condition 
of  anonymity because of  the 
sensitivity of  the matter. Iran’s 
top officials, the sources said, be-
lieve that sending the material 
abroad would leave the country 
more vulnerable to future at-

tacks by the United States and 
Israel. Khamenei has the last 
say on the most important state
matters. The White House and 
Iran’s foreign ministry did not 
respond to requests for com-
ment. Iranian officials have re-
peatedly said Tehran’s priority 
is to secure a permanent end to
the war and credible guarantees 
that the US and Israel will not 
launch further attacks.

Only after such assurances 
are in place, they said, would 
Iran be prepared to engage in 
detailed negotiations over its 
nuclear programme. Tehran has 
long denied seeking a nuclear 
bomb. But highly-placed sources 
said that position changed after 
repeated threats from President 
Donald Trump to launch strikes 
on Iran.    AP

A file picture of women in Tehran 
expressing their  support for supreme 
leader Mojtaba Khamenei’s handling of 
the war with US and Israel |  AP

Date: 21-05-2026  Authorized Officer
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Branch Office : 2nd Floor,Popular Auto Care Complex, G.H Road, Opp to HP Petrol Bunk, Mayiladuthurai Town - 609001
Branch Office : Ground Floor 16 New Railway Station Road Opp. To Alameen Street Kumbakonam - 612001

POSSESSION NOTICE (Rule 8 (1) (For Immovable Property)
WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of M/s. CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED, under the 
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 hereinafter called the Act and in exercise of 
powers conferred under Section 13[12] read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest [Enforcement] Rules, 2002 issued demand notices calling upon 
the borrowers, whose names have been indicated below on dates specified to repay the outstanding amount indicated below with interest thereon 
within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers 
in particular and the Public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the properties mortgaged with the Company described herein 
below on the respective dates mentioned in exercise of the powers conferred on him under Sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002. The borrowers attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in 
respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. The borrowers in particular and the Public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with 
the properties mentioned below and any such dealings will be subject to the charge of M/s. Cholamandalam Investment And Finance Company 
Limited for an amount mentioned and interest thereon.

1 Loan Account No. HE01MUI00000039519, Name and Address of Borrower: 1. BASKAR SHANMUGAM, 2. PARIMALADEVI 
PASKAR, BOTH ARE RESIDING AT : NO.269, SIVAN SANNATHI STREET, TEMPLE POUNDARIGAPURAM,  KUMPAKONAM, 
THANJAVUR TK. TAMILNADU – 612202, 3. HOTEL BRR  (REPRESENTED BY ITS PROPRIETOR OF BASKAR SHANMUGAM), 
4. BRR MAHAL THIRUMANA ARANGAM  (REPRESENTED BY ITS PROPRIETOR OF BASKAR SHANMUGAM), ADDRESS: NO.2, 
SENGUNTHAR STREET, PALAKKARAI AYYAVADI,  THRUNAGESWARAM, THANJAVUR, TAMIL NADU – 612204; Date of Demand  
Notice : 09-03-2026 ; Out Standing Amount : Rs.5967456.00/- as on  09-03-2026  and interest thereon. ; Date of Possession 
: 19 May 2026.

Description of the Immovable Property : All that parcel of land with building In Thanjavur District, Kumbakonam Registration District, 
Natchiyarkovil Sub Registration district, Kumbakonam Vattam, Thiruvidaimaruthur Panchayat Union, Thandathottam Panchayat and 
Village, Comprised in. 1. R.S. No.24/3 measuring in the extent of 600 Square meter. Boundaries: North by Canel, East by Subramaniya 
Chettiyar Punjai,  West by Canel, South by Canel,  2, R.S. No.24/4 As per the Patta R.S. No.24/4B, measuring in the extent of 218 Square 
feet (20.26 Square meter) Boundaries: North by Murugesan Vaigura Plot,  East by Street,  West by Anitha Plot, South by Canel.

2 Loan Account No. ML01BAK00000085376, Name and Address of Borrower: 1. SEKAR MANIKANDAN, 2. RASU KALAISELVI,  
3. SEKAR VASANTHA, 4. SEKAR RAJAMANIKAM, 5. SELVI HOTEL  (REPRESENTED BY ITS PROPRIETOR OF SEKAR MANIKANDAN), 
ADDRESS : NO.3/72 A, SETTIYAR STREET, PARUTHIYUR TEMPLE KODAVASAL TALUKA, THIRUVARUR, TAMILNADU -612604; 
Date of Demand  Notice : 10-03-2026 ; Out Standing Amount : Rs.3653164.00/- as on  10-03-2026  and interest thereon. ; 
Date of Possession : 19 May 2026.

Description of the Immovable Property : SCHEDULE I : As per Doc No:1395/2010. Survey No.S.No-163/21 (Old S.No.163/16) As 
per Revenue Record 163/21 Total Extent 250 Sq.Meter Door No (As per Property Tax) 3/72/3 Location like name of the Place, Village, 
City, Registration, Sub- District etc. No-31 Paruthiyur Revenue Village, Kudavasal Taluk, Thiruvarur Regd. District, Kudavasal SRO. 
Chettiyar Street. Boundaries for 250 Sq.Meter of land with building, North of - Tar Road, South of - Murugaiya Chettiyar and Vasantha 
Plot, East of - S.No-163/16 Suresh Plot, West of - S.No-163/17 Pasubathi Punjai. With all easements Rights and Pathway. Schedule 
II : As per Doc No:776/2016. Survey No.S.No-163/15 As per Revenue Record 163/15 Total Extent 550 Sq.Meter Location like name 
of the Place, Village, City, Registration, Sub-District etc. No-31 Paruthiyur Revenue Village, Kudavasal Taluk, Thiruvarur Regd. District, 
Kudavasal SRO. Chetty Street. Boundaries for 550 Sq.Meter of land. North by - Lane (Pathway), South by - Vasantha Plot House, East 
by - Dhandapani Punjai Land, West by - Suresh Punjai Land. With all easements Rights and Pathway. The above property falls within the 
limits of Paruthiyur Panchayath.C 

TRY TO BE A RAINBOW IN 
SOMEONE’S CLOUD 
❯ MAYA ANGELOU


