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AP MSME Growth Summit tomorrow 
Cluster Development Program to be rolled out to set up Common Facility Centres at 45 locations

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

THE city of  Vijayawada is fully 
geared up to host the prestigious 
Andhra Pradesh MSME Growth 
Summit 2026 on Monday at the 
newly constructed Dr Ambedkar 
Kala Vedika Convention Centre, 
which will be formally inaugurat-
ed by Chief  Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu ahead of  the summit.

Positioned as a flagship plat-
form for multi-crore infrastruc-
ture launches, digital transforma-
tion rollouts, and direct policy 
interventions, the summit is ex-
pected to draw more than 1,500 
stakeholders, including new land 
allottees under the 175 MSME 
Parks Scheme, PM Vishwakarma 
beneficiaries, industry associa-
tions, policymakers, financial in-
stitutions,  and technolog y 
partners. 

Deputy Chief  Minister Pawan 
Kalyan, MSME Minister Konda-
palli Srinivas, Industries Minister 

TG Bharath, and several cabinet 
colleagues will also participate. 

The day’s proceedings will com-
mence at 10:50 am with the dedica-
tion ceremony of  the convention 
centre, where the Chief  Minister 
will unveil the inauguration stone. 
He will then tour the State-of-the-
art auditorium to inspect its mod-
ern facilities and artwork before 
visiting the summit’s exhibition 
stalls. The Chief  Minister is sched-
uled to deliver his keynote address 
at 12:25 pm, focusing on grassroots 
industrial growth and inclusive 
development.

On this occasion, 16 major ini-
tiatives and partnerships will be 
launched. These include founda-
tion stones for 38 MSME Parks un-
der Phase III of  the 175 Parks 
Scheme, extending infrastructure 
benefits to 700 new allottees. 

The AP Cluster Development 
Programme (`200 crore) will be 
rolled out to establish Common 
Facility Centres across 45 clusters, 
while the RTIH Outpost RuTAGe 
Smart Village Centres in Kuppam, 
Mangalagiri, and Pithapuram will 
be inaugurated to support rural 
entrepreneurs.

The Advanced Prototyping & In-
novation Centre (APIC) in collabo-
ration with KIA India will be un-
veiled, alongside the SIDBI-RTIH 
Seed Fund of  `20 crore to support 
deep-tech startups. 

Other key announcements will 
cover 1 lakh digital maturity as-
sessments through DxEDGE with 
CII and NITI Aayog, 1,000 energy 
and water audits by EESL, and 

strategic partnerships with Meta 
Growth Academy, Amazon Global 
Selling, Zoho Corporation, Voda-
fone Idea Business, India SME Fo-
rum, Aramex, and the Quality 
Council  of  India for ZED 
Certification. 

Furthermore, an initiative ex-
tending National Pension System 
(NPS) coverage through PFRDA to 
MSME workers and entrepreneur-
ship training for PwBD youth at 
Sri City will be launched.

The government has highlight-
ed that in the first two phases of  
the MSME Parks Scheme, 761 
units were allotted, attracting 
`1,479 crore in investments and 
creating nearly 24,000 jobs. The 
third phase is expected to build on 
this momentum, positioning MS-
MEs as engines of  employment 
and industrial growth. In the af-
ternoon, expert-led knowledge 
sessions will address export com-
petitiveness and financial 
sustainability. 

Distribution  
of Vidyarthi 
Mitra kits likely 
to be delayed

APTA with Rapido launches India’s first 
Driver-cum-Guide programme in Vizag

T’gana Cabinet clears construction of  
1 lakh Indiramma houses in CURE

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

IN a first-of-its-kind initiative in 
India, the Andhra Pradesh Tour-
ism Authority (APTA) and ride-
hailing company Rapido on Satur-
d a y  l a u n c h e d  t h e 
Driver-cum-Guide programme in 
Visakhapatnam to train and cer-
tify drivers as tourist guides.

The programme was launched 
at APTDC Yatri Nivas as part of  a 
larger initiative to train more 
than 1,000 drivers across Visa-
khapatnam, Vijayawada and 
Tirupati. The Visakhapatnam 
phase will cover 350 drivers.

Under the initiative, drivers will 
undergo six hours of  structured 
training in destination knowl-

edge, service etiquette, itinerary 
planning and certification. Each 
driver will receive a bilingual 
English-Telugu handbook pre-
pared by APTA, containing veri-
fied tourist destinations and cu-
rated tour circuits across 
Andhra Pradesh State.

Certified drivers will be 
onboarded onto the Rapi-
do platform for hour-based 
tour bookings, including 
four-hour, six to eight-hour 
and full-day tour circuits. 

Officials said this is the first 
time in India that a ride-hailing 
platform has been integrated with 
a State tourism authority for guid-
ed tourism services. The memo-
randum of  understanding for the 
programme was signed between 

the Andhra Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter Nara Chandrababu Naidu and 
the founder of  Rapido during the 
Partnership Summit held in No-
vember 2025.

The initiative has been launched 
under the leadership of  the 

Chief  Minister of  Andhra 
Pradesh and the guidance 
of  Tourism, Culture Min-
ister Kandula Durgesh, 
Special Chief  Secretary 
(Tourism) Ajay Jain, and 

APTA Managing Director 
Amrapali Kata. 
The programme was conceptu-

alised and implemented by APTA 
officials Dr Lajwanti and Mohit 
Mella. Officials said the initiative 
aims to address a long-standing 
gap in the tourism sector.

M A N D A  R A V I N D E R  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

THE State Cabinet on Saturday 
approved construction of  one 
lakh houses under the In-
diramma Housing Scheme 
for Low Income Group 
(LIG) families in the Core 
Urban Region (CURE), 
covering 24 Assembly 
constituencies.

The Cabinet also approved 
Phase 2 of  the Indiramma Hous-
ing Scheme, under which at least 
2,000 houses will be sanctioned in 
each Assembly constituency, tak-

ing the total to around 2.5 lakh 
houses Statewide. The Cabinet 
further approved implementation 
of  the mid-day meal scheme in all 

junior colleges. Along with 
government schools, junior 

college students will also 
be provided breakfast and 
milk, as announced in the 
Budget 2026-27.

Briefing the media after 
the meeting chaired by 

Chief  Minister A Revanth Red-
dy, I&PR Minister Ponguleti Srini-
vasa Reddy said the government 
had received six lakh applications 
for houses in the CURE region, 

but only 18,500 applicants owned 
land. “For the remaining benefici-
aries, the Cabinet decided to con-
struct apartment houses on gov-
ernment land where they are 
currently residing. Beneficiaries 
will also get Undivided Land Share 
(UDS). Each flat will measure 
around 400-420 sq ft,” he said.

He added that the Cabinet also 
decided to earmark 30% of  the 
houses for Middle Income Group 
(MIG) families and that modali-
ties would be worked out shortly. 
Revanth will launch Phase 2 of  the 
scheme on June 1 in Komaram 
Bheem Asifabad district. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

SAMAGRA Shiksha State Project 
Director B Srinivasa Rao stated in 
a release that all necessary plans 
and systematic measures had been 
undertaken to ensure there would 
be no delay in the distribution of  
the ‘Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan Vi-
dyarthi Mitra’ student kits and to 
make them available by the reo-
pening of  schools. 

However, due to adverse inter-
national conditions, the supply of  
these kits is likely to face a minor 
delay of  about one month.

“Due to the prevailing interna-
tional war like situation, there has 
been a severe shortage of  gas, 
crude oil crisis, and scarcity of  
raw materials such as fiber. As a 
result, the prices of  crude based 
raw materials have increased 
sharply in the international mar-
ket. In addition, disruptions in 
transportation systems have im-
pacted the manufacturing of  uni-
form cloth, school bags, shoes and 
related items. Consequently, sup-
pliers have sought additional time 
for delivery,” Suresh explained.

Despite these international 
challenges, the department is tak-
ing all necessary steps to ensure 
that students’ education is not 
affected. 

Two held for 
kidnap, murder 
of 10-yr-old girl 
at Coimbatore
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

A day after a 10-year-old girl was 
found dead near a lake at Kannam-
palayam in Coimbatore, the Sulur 
police on Saturday arrested two 
persons on charges of  abduction, 
rape, and murder after medical ex-
amination confirmed sexual as-
sault of  the child. 

According to police, the main 
accused, K Karthi (33) of  Nagapat-
tinam, had lured the girl, sexually 
assaulted her and murdered her at 
a coconut grove near the Kannam-
palayam lake. The prime suspect, 
a daily-wage labourer residing on 
the outskirts of  Coimbatore, suf-
fered fractures to his right hand 
and leg when he allegedly attempt-
ed to flee the police on Saturday. 

He is undergoing treatment at 
Coimbatore Medical College and 
Hospital. The second accused, R 
Mohan (30) of  Bharathipuram in 
Pallapalayam, had allegedly as-
sisted Karthi in executing the 
crime. He has been remanded in 
judicial custody. The girl, a Class 5 
student of  a government school, 
went missing while playing near 
her residence on Thursday. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

CID arrests accused in  
`3 crore job fraud case

Hyderabad: The Crime Investigation 
Department arrested a person 

identified as M Dinesh Kumar alias 
Santosh Kumar (A5) for allegedly 

cheating  unemployed educated 
youth to the tune of `3 crore by 

falsely promising jobs, collecting 
huge amounts from victims and 

subsequently misappropriating the 
funds. The case was registered 

under Sections 420 read 

Five die after lorry rams 
into SUV at Kalaburagi
Kalaburagi: Five persons travelling 
in an SUV were killed on the spot 
when a lorry collided with it head-
on on the NH No 150 between 
Halakarti and Ladlapur villages 
under the Wadi police limits. 
Kalaburagi Superintendent of 
Police said the lorry was going from 
Gujarat to TN, while the SUV was 
going towards Wadi town from 
Yadgir when the accident occurred

PRASANT MADUGULA
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