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FUEL PRICE HIKE

petrol and diesel. After the first
2 3 hike on May 15 — spurred
by what the government said
were daily revenue losses of Rs
1,000 crore across the three
OMCs — combined losses fell to
%750 crore on Monday. A third
hike is expected if international
crude prices do not ease.

The increase in fuel’s retail
rate on Friday was the first
since April 2022, when prices
were raised in the aftermath of
Russia’s war in Ukraine.
Between end of March and
April 6, pump prices rose by
roughly %9 per litre, often
through daily increments of 80
paise.

News agency Reuters
reported dealers and analysts
as saying they expected a stag-
gered increase in prices, simi-
lar to April 2022.

The pressure on OMCs
reflects the scale of India’s
exposure to the West Asia cri-
sis. India imports over 88% of
the crude it processes and pays
in dollars, making it doubly
vulnerable to both oil
ges and currency depreciation.
Benchmark Brent crude was
trading at $111a barrel on Tues-
day — up nearly 52% from
$72.87 the day before the con-
flict broke out on February 28,
and having touched nearly $120
abarrel on March 9.

The rupee has fallen 6%
against the dollar since the
start of the year and was at
%96.71 per dollar on Tuesday.

The Indian basket — the
average price at which India
actually purchases crude —
averaged $63.08 per barrel in
January 2026 and $69.01 in
February. It soared to $113.49 in
March, the first full month of
the war, and $114.48 in April. It
has eased slightly to $106.69 as
of May 18, but remains well
above the full-year 2025-26
average of $70.99.

Bank of America’s commodi-
ties and derivatives research
chief Francisco Blanch told
Bloomberg his best-case sce-
nario is Brent averaging $90 for
the rest of the year —and cau-
tioned that prices could go
higher if the Iran stalemate
persists or fresh fighting breaks
out.

Political criticism similar to
last week poured in on Tues-
day. The Congress demanded
India take control of its “energy

stituency of Rae Bareli, warned
of a “severe economic storm
ccoming, which no one can stop,
which we have never experi-
enced in our lives.” Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
KC Venugopal, and Shaktisinh
Gohil also criticised the gov-
ernment over the impact on
ordinary consumers.

Punjab chief minister and
Aam Aadmi Party’s Bhagwant
Mann said the Centre would
now blame the West Asia con-
flict for all its “failures” and
accused it of pushing the coun-
try into an “undeclared lock-
down” while concealing the
true state of the economy.
“They will increase it many
times. Modi ji will now blame
(he war for everything,” he

The BJP defended the hike.
The party’s IT cell head Amit
Malviya said fuel prices had
risen by only about 4% in India
cumulatively — “among the
lowest increases anywhere in
the world outside heavily sub-
sidised Gulf economies”
against a backdrop of Brent
crude staying above $100 a bar-
rel.

He said the opposition was
politicising a global crisis that
had driven steep fuel price
increases across the world.

INDIA, NORNID NATIONS
the third India-Nordic Summn(
in Oslo during the

with Sweden’s advanced manu-

5]
tal technologies, and Den-
mark’s cybersecurity and
health technologies to develop
trusted solutions.

Modi referred to the Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA) signed by
India and the European Free
Trade Association, which
includes Iceland and Norway,
and the proposed free trade
agreement with the European
Union, which includes Den-
mark, Sweden and Finland.
“With these ambitious trade
agreements, we are ushering in
a new golden era in relations
between India and the Nordic
countries,” he said.

He added that, amid global
tensions and conflicts, India
and the Nordic countries would
continue to advocate a rules-
based global order. “Whether
it is Ukraine or West Asia, we
will keep supporting efforts for
peace and a swift end to con-
flicts,” he said in Hindi.

Norwegian Prime Minister
Jonas Gahr Stgre, who hosted
the summit after a gap of four
years, emphasised the need for
more collaboration between
democracies in an unpredicta-
ble world.

The leaders, Stere said, dis-
cussed global security, eco-
nomic cooperation and grow-

strengthening defence and
security cooperation.

Swedish Prime Minister UIf
Kristersson said the six coun-
tries were bound by their focus
on innovation, scale and long-
term reliable relations, while
Icelandic Prime Minister Kris-
trin Frostadéttir said India and
the Nordic states could demon-
strate how diverse countries
can cooperate with “respect
between nations in dialogue
and trade”.

According to the external
affairs ministry, India and the
Nordic countries agreed to lev-
erage the TEPA and the pro-
posed EU free trade agreement
to strengthen trade, technology
and investment ties, and
launch joint climate initiatives
combining Nordic innovation
with India’s scale.

The two sides also agreed to
deepen cooperation in the Arc-
tic, especially in polar research
and environmental issues, and
launch joint projects in STEM
fields and next generation com-
munications technologies such
as 6G.

They further agreed to pro-
mote a free, open and peaceful
Indo-Pacific, enhance mobility
for students and professionals,
and expand defence industrial
collaboration, including
through 100% FDI offered to
Nordic firms in India’s defence
industrial corridors.

heat.

The meteorological depart-
ment warned that the likeli-
hood of the current conditions
escalating into a severe heat-
wave, characterized by the dry
Loo winds, is high in 14 dis-
tricts. These include Kau-
shambi, Pratapgarh, Chan-
dauli, Varanasi, Ballia, Kanpur
Dehat, Kanpur City, Rae Bareli,
Auraiya, and Lalitpur.

Weather across the state is
expected to remain dry, accom-
panied by strong surface winds
reaching speeds of 20 to 40
kmph. Western Uttar Pradesh
is forecast to experience warm
nights over the next 48 hours,
which will likely be followed by
an orange alert.

Many cities in UP sizzled at
over 40 degrees on Tuesday.
These included Jhansi and
Agra 46.5°, Prayagraj 45.8°,
Orai 45.2°, Kanpur IAF 44.8",
Kanpur City 44', Mcerut 43.6°,
Aligarh 43.4°, Churk 43.2° and
Etawah 43", Lucknow’s day and
night temperatures were 40.9°
and 27.8°, respectively.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures in Luc-
know are likely to hover
around 42 and 28 degrees,
respectively.
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Google revamps search for Al era,
debuts coding tools for developers

Bloomberg
letters@hindustantimes.com

Alphabet Inc.'s Google unveiled
a new design for its iconic
search box along with new arti-
ficial intelligence coding tools,
the latest steps in the company’s
multibillion-dollar campaign to
expand influence in the age of
AL

Google overhauled the search
box to better handle the longer,
more complicated queries peo-
ple bring to chatbots.

The firm also said it would
update the search engine with
agents that can help people
do things like track topics of
interest, make reservations and
monitor their health, though
some of these features will be
limited at first to paying sub-
seribers.

The focus on Al is “lighting
up every part of the company,”
Chief Executive Officer Sundar
ichai said on stage Tuesday at

Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai at
aGoogleI/O event on Tuesday.ap

its annual developer conference
in Mountain View, California.
“All of the relentless shipping,
the rapid advances in technol-
ogy, it's been a period of hyper
progress.”

Google has been overhauling
its business for the Al age, seek-
ing to win over both everyday
customers and corporate users.
Pichai said changes to lean

more into Al have helped
increase usage of search.

Popularity of the Gemini app,
Google’s Al chatbot, has more
than doubled in a year, and it
now has 900 million monthly
users.

Google is also vying with
OpenAl and Anthropic for domi-
nance in Al coding tools, a par-
ticularly lucrative market seg-
ment.

In recent months, Google
leaders have grown increasingly
worried that the company has
fallen behind its rivals in Al cod-

ing.

During Tuesday’s event, the
company rolled out several new
tools for developers to write
code using Al and manage
agents under the banner of
Antigravity, a platform
Google released last year
following the acquisition of
talent and technology from
startup Windsurf in a $2.4 bil-
lion deal.

leg of a five-nation tour. The
focus was on combining India’s
scale and talent with the indi-
vidual strengths of the Nordic
states in areas such as renewa-
ble energy, digitalisation,
defence, maritime security and
shipping.

The new Green Technology
and Innovation Strategic Part-
nership, announced at the con-
clusion of the summit, will
complement India’s similar
partnerships with Denmark
and Norway, drive cooper-
ation in the blue economy and
digital infrastructure, and
open new avenues for collabo-
ration in climate action, energy
security and water manage-
ment.

At a joint media interaction
with the Nordic leaders, Modi
said the partnership seeks to
combine India’s scale with Ice-
land’s expertise in geothermal
energy and fisheries, Norway's
blue economy and Arctic

of all Nordic states to help cre-

ing

and “focussed on support
for international law, a
rules-based order that needs
reforms and progress, and...the
need for a just and lasting
peace in Ukraine, and finding a
way diplomatically on the
ongoing conflict in the Middle

ast”.

Finnish Prime Minister Pet-
teri Orpo stressed on the need
for partnerships based on trust,
mutual respect and shared
democratic values in a world
marked by geopolitical shifts
and uncertainty, while Den-
mark’s acting Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen called for
the greater cooperation
between India and the Nordic
countries to navigate a rapidly
changing world.

“The Nordic countries, when
united, are a middle power.
Working together with one of
the greatest powers on...ideas
and values can bring stability,
prosperity and unity in a world
that is changing rapidly and,
unfortunately, not in the right
direction,” she said.

Despite the dis-

tance between the two sides,
Modi noted that bilateral trade
had increased four-fold in the
past decade, while Nordic
investments to India had risen
by almost 200% during the
same period.

“We agree that reform of
multilateral institutions is nec-
essary and urgent, and on ter-
rorism, we have a clear
and united stand —no compro-
mise, no double standards,” he
said

Modi departed for Italy, the
final leg of his tour, soon after
the summit concluded.

UP SIZZLES
ing Banda, Chitrakoot, Prayag-
raj, Fatehpur, Agra, Firozabad,
Etawah, Jalaun, Hamirpur,
Mahoba, and Jhansi.
“Heatwave to severe heat-
wave conditions are very likely
at many places over the south-
ern part of the state anda few
places over the i

Snehi
snehil sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union minister
Nitin Gadkari on Tuesday
inspected the DND-Faridabad-
Sohna access-controlled high-
way, aimed at improving NCR
connectivity and providing
seamless access to the upcoming
Noida International Airport.
Delhi CM Rekha Gupta, Union
ministers of state Ajay Tamta,
Harsh Malhotra and Krishan Pal
Gurjar, Delhi PWD minister Par-

nha

vesh Sahib Singh Verma, Hary-
ana PWD minister Ranbir Singh
Gangwa, South Delhi MP Ram-
vir Singh Bidhuri and former MP
Ramesh Bidhuri attended the
inspection. The 59-km six-lane
highway, built at 34,463 crore
under Bharatmala Pariyojana,
will connect Delhi, Noida, Ghazi-
abad, Faridabad, Gurugram and
Sohna to the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway and Jewar airport.

“This corridor will provide
direct connectivity to the Noida
International Airport and the

Delhi-Mumbai Expressway,”
Gadkari said, adding it will
reduce traffic pressure on Delhi
roads.

The project includes a 140-
metre Network Arch Bridge with
tied-arch technology for durabil-
ity and seismic resilience. Nearly
two lakh metric tonnes of inert
material from Okhla and Ghazi-
pur landfills has been used in
construction.

he ministry also shared
details of a 31.4-km greenfield
expressway from Faridabad to

New highway to link city to Noida airport: Gadkari

Gautam Buddha Nagar, esti-
mated at 2,360 crore, linking
the Yamuna, Eastern Peripheral
and Delhi-Mumbai expressways.
It will allow northern India traf-
fic to access the airport without
entering Delhi.

CM Gupta said the Centre’s
expansion would address Delhi's
traffic and pollution challenges.
“Projects worth 31.31lakh crore
have been sanctioned in NCR
over 12 years, and the total value
has now reached nearly 31.60
lakh crore,” she said.
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Prayagraj - 211001, E-Mail - coaldsam@pnb.bank.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Secumy Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8 (6) & /or 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notie is hereby given o the public n general and i partcular to the Borfower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below deseribed immovable
property mortgaged/ charged to the Secured Creditor,

national bank 2\ GE (L]
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SALE NOTICE

during daytime,” stated Mohd
Danish, a senior scientist at the
meteorological centre.

reditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and * Whatever there is” Basis on the
date as mentioned in the table herein below for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/Secured Creditor from the respective borrower(s) and
guarantor(s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

'CHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSET:

has been taken by the

sovereignty” and called for a  ate a better future for the Frederiksen said the discus- He added that unusually A. Dt. of Demand Notice u/s A etails
clear government action plan ~ world. sions also focussed on defend- ~ warm nights are also expected Name of the Branch L 13(2) of SARFAESI ACT 2002 &:‘mm"s‘) ':' the
on fuel prices. Rahul Gandhi, The partnership will also ing democracy, governing Al  at isolated locations, offering Name of the D - = encum-
speaking in his Lok Sabha con-  help combine India’s talent and new technologies, and little respite from the daytime Lot Account 3 Amount Datajie
= /Ovmer's C. Possession mne u/s B. EMD of F—
-|  Name & Addresses Name 13(4) CT 2002 E-Auction | %™
of the of prop D.Nature of Possession C. secured
Guarantors Symbolic/Physical/ Bid Increase
|| Account i Amount
Pl Civ n 00 DY Plot at Arazi No. 185, Mauza — A.28.05.2021
A o I, Tehsi-| g Rs. 7,16,232.23 with further | A.Rs. 09.50
“luhllsljﬂ“ @llmes Prasad Shukla Karchana, A"a"abad/Pvavagral interest w.e.f 01.05.2026, plus 08.06.2026
» [Borrower:- (1) Sh. Ramesmwar | UP-211001, Sale deed ro. 8481 DI and other charges = Not
c Y Prasad Shukla Sl Shri Anant |dated 26.09.2016 registered in the| ~ incurred, minus recovery. B.Rs. 0.95 11.00AM to | Known
= Prasad Shukla R/o 7 Staniey [0ffice of Sub-registrar karchana, 04.00 PM
Road, Civil Lines, Allahabad, [Allahabad in Bahi No. 1, Zild No. 14012022 C.Rs. 010
UP-211001 (2) Smt Usha [4923 from page no. 211 o
Shukla W/o Sh. Rameshwar |Owner-Rameshwar Prasad D. Symbolic
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Prayagraj, UP-211001

/s In

Karamat, Kareli,

Prasad Shukla R/o 7 Stanley
Road, Civil Lines, Allahabad/

P Allahabad (026920)

M/S INDIAN having House No. 21M/ 16M /1M

PACKAGING (Open Land) situated at Chowki
Borrower and Morigagor:. 1)
n Packaging
(Propristor Sh, Faya Hussain

Sh. Anwar Ali),
21M/16M/1M, Chowk
Allahabad-
211003 (2) Sh. Faiyaz Hussain

Slo Sh. AnwarAli (Prop: M/S Indi

Shukla Area-228 Sqmirs
Boundaries (As per Deed): East:

Remaining Part of Arazi West: Plot of Sushila Shukla North: 4.5 mtr link marg
Bhadevara to Kachhua South: Remaining Part of Arazi

Equitable Mortgage of Plot

Karamat, Pargana and Tehsil
Sadar, Prayagraj. Area- 84.00
Sq. Mirs. Owner- Sh. Faiyaz

A. 17.06.2019

B. Rs. 35,09,924.62 with
further interest w.e.f

A.Rs. 15.70

01.05.2026, plus DI and
other charges incurred,

B.Rs. 157

08.06.2026
Not

rom
11.00AM to | Known

minus recovery.

Hussain S/c Sh Anwar Ali
s per deed):

27.11.2019

East- House of Fand\ West- 11

D. Symbolic

C.Rs.0.10

04.00 PM

FeetRoad North- 15 Feet Road South- 15 Feet Road

ian Packaging). 21M/ 16M/ 1M, Chowki Karamat, Kareli, Allahabad-211003

www.pnbindia.in

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
(1) The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following
further conditions:- (2) The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER
THERE IS BASIS”. (3) The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule here in above have been stated to the best of the
information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this
(4) The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website:-https://baanknet.com
on 08.06.2026 @ 11:00 AM to 04:00 PM. (5) For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com and

Statutory Sale Notice under Rule 8(6) &/or 9(1) of Sarfaesi Act, 2002

uthorised Officer
(Mob.. 9163549111)

Date: 20.05.2026

Place: Prayagraj

Authorized Officer: Punjab National Bank
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Indlan Instltute of Space Science and Technology

Admission to UG Programmes for the
Academic Year 2026 - 2027

Admission Mode: JEE (Advanced) 2026

UG Programme ‘ Duration ‘ Seats state-of-the-art labs focused on space science,
B.Tech. in Aerospace Engineering 4 Years 60 +3* technology, and applications.
BTech. in Electronics and * Builds a strong talent pipeline for India’s space
Communication Engineering (Avionics) 4Years cors program and global space community in

partnership with ISRO.
g:;‘;’;;:é’ig;“;;?:;zzfe and AVears 2 + Hands-on innovation through student-built
and payload projects.

Dual Degree (B.Tech.ir{Engineering 5 Years 2 * Strong National and International collaborations
Physics & Master of Science / M.Tech.) driving cutting-edge research.

reserved for heme for J&K . i Space Technology Innovation &
R TGO 1 = Incubation Centre for nurturing space-tech

y learning and

Global exposure through internships and projects

centre with

Online
Application

For application process & detailed information visi
Contact us for UG admission: ugadmission@iist.ac.in
P 471-2568478/477/618

Opening Date: 26-05-2026, 10:00 Hrs
Closing Date : 10-06-2026, 2

:59 Hrs

at

https://admission.iist.ac.|

research centres like Caltech, JPL, ANU, etc.

and

in/




