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Kolkata (UNI): The
Calcutta High Court
granted interim relief to
former Rajarhat-Gopalpur
Trinamool Congress MLA
Aditi Munshi and her
husband Debraj
Chakraborty on Friday.

A single bench of
Justice Joy Sengupta orally
directed that the duo
cannot be arrested until
June 19, the date fixed for
the next hearing in the
case implying that the
police cannot take any
coercive action against the
couple until the next
hearing.

Senior advocate and
CPI (M) leader Bikash
Ranjan Bhattacharya
appeared on behalf of the
couple while the state was
represented by Additional
Advocate General Rajdeep
Majumdar.

According to the
allegations the couple
transferred properties
worth nearly 100 crores in
names of their relatives to
avoid declaration of their
huge assets in their
election affidavit.

The state alleged that
the Kirtan singer Munshi
who contested from
R a j a r h a t - G o p a l p u r
assembly seat

underreported their assets
in the election affidavit.

Countering the
allegations, Bhattacharya
argued that transferring
property in another
person’s name is not a
criminal offence.

He contended that even
if incorrect information
was provided in election
affidavits, it could at most
amount to a violation of
election rules and not a
criminal act.

He also referred to past
allegations of affidavit-
related election violations
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The state, however,
questioned the sources of
the couple’s wealth and
alleged that they amassed
huge assets through
extortion and land
grabbing.

It was also claimed that
the couple maintained
bank accounts in
Kalimpong and had
withdrawn funds from
multiple accounts ahead
of the elections.

During the hearing, the
state informed the court
that two persons said to be
close associates of
Chakraborty had already
been arrested.

Calcutta High Court grants
interim relief to former TMC
MLA Aditi Munshi and husband

Thiruvananthapuram (UNI) 
Ending days of speculation and
political drama, senior Congress
leader Thiruvanchoor
Radhakrishnan was elected
Speaker of the 16th Kerala
Legislative Assembly with a
decisive majority and without any
cross-voting or invalid ballots.

In the Speaker election that
reflected the exact political strength of the
Assembly, Thiruvanchoor secured 101
votes. LDF candidate A.C. Moideen
received 35 votes, while BJP-NDA
candidate B.B. Gopakumar got three votes.
This also marked the first time the BJP
fielded a candidate in a Kerala Assembly
Speaker election.  The proceedings were
conducted under the supervision of pro-
tem Speaker, who ensured a smooth and

transparent voting process. Since
both fronts maintained strict
voting discipline, there was no
need for the pro-tem Speaker to
exercise a casting vote.  Soon after
the result was announced, the
Assembly witnessed loud
applause. Following Assembly
tradition, Chief Minister and
Opposition Leader jointly

escorted Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan to
the Speaker’s dais, symbolising democratic
unity beyond political rivalry.

G. Sudhakaran welcomed the new
Speaker with folded hands, congratulated
him warmly, and formally showed him the
Speaker’s official chair before returning to
his seat among the members after
completing the Assembly proceedings over
the past two days.

Thiruvanchoor elected as Speaker of 16th Kerala Assembly

Bengaluru (UNI) 
BJP MLA G Janardhan

Reddy on Friday backed
former BJP legislator
Basanagouda Patil Yatnal’s
call urging students to say
“Jai Shri Ram” instead of
the customary “Yes Sir”
during classroom
attendance in schools.

Extending “100 per cent
support” to Yatnal’s
remarks, Reddy also
endorsed the use of saffron
shawls and attire in
educational institutions,
saying Hindu traditions
and cultural expressions
should be respected in
schools and colleges.

The remarks come
amid renewed political
confrontation in Karnataka
over the Congress
government’s move
permitting students to
wear hijab and other
religious symbols in
educational institutions.
BJP leaders have alleged
that the decision amounts
to minority appeasement
and could trigger fresh
communal polarisation in
campuses.

Yatnal had recently said
that once schools reopen
in June, students should
respond with “Jai Shri Ram”
during attendance instead
of “Yes Sir” or “Present Sir”.
He had also announced
plans to distribute saffron
shawls to students,
drawing criticism from
opposition parties and
secular groups.

Karnataka BJP backs Yatnal’s call
for ‘Jai Shri Ram’ in classrooms

Chennai (UNI) 
A day after making its

entry into the Cabinet
for the first time in 59
years, The Tamil Nadu
Unit of the Congress on
Friday hit back at DMK’s
criticisms and asserted
that coaltion regime has
become a political
reality in he State.

Pooh-poohing its
former ally and
Opposition DMK’s
criticism over the
coalition set up that

emerged for the first
time ending the era of
single party rule, the two
Congress Ministers said
by joining the Cabinet
the National Party’s land
standing dream has now
been fulfilled.

They also said
Congress has proved
wrong the oft-repeated
remarks of political
parties, including the
DMK, that coalition
government in TN would
never be possible.

Coalition regime in TN has
become a political reality, says
Cong, hitting back at DMK

Chennai (UNI) 
Staring at political isolation as

its former allies have joined the
TVK government led by Chief
Minister Vijay on Friday, the
opposition DMK has vented its
frustration with former union
Minister A Raja, MP, touching a
new low in Tamil Nadu political
discourse.

In the second consecutive
cabinet expansion in as many
days, the dalit outfit Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK) of Thol
Thirumavalavan, MP, and the
IUML were inducted into the
cabinet, ensuring stability of the
government.

With the Cabinet’s strength
capped at 35, the total strength of
the Vijay Ministry touched the
35-mark after today’s expansion.
Yesterday 23 Ministers, including
two from the Congress, were
inducted into the Ministry, taking
its strength to 33.

Soon after their swearing in by
Governor R V Arlekar at a brief
ceremony held at Lok Bhavan in
the presence of Vijay, his Cabinet
colleages and alliance party
leaders, VCK Deputy General
Secretary Vanni Arasu, elected
from Tindivanam seat and the
IUML’s A.M.Shajahan,

representing Papanasam in
Thanjavur district, were allotted
the Social Justice and Minorities
Welfare portfolios, respectively.
Vanni Arasu will also look after
Adi Dravidar Welfare and Hill
Tribes department.

With the VCK’s entry into the
Ministry, the Dalit representation
in the TVK government has
increased to eight, a record in
Tamil Nadu’s political history.
And, this was the first time that
the IUML, a loyal and long time
DMK ally, is also entering the
portals of power.

With these two parties
following suit after the Congress,
which had teamed up with the

TVK immediately after the
results, without any hesitation,
breaking ranks with the DMK,
the Dravidian major now has no
major allies, save for the CPI,
CPI(M) (which have two MLAs
each and providing
unconditional outside support
to the ruling TVK) and the DMDK
of Premalatha Vijayakanth. Even
among them, the Marxist party
had exposed the DMK engaging
the AIADMK to form a
government by denying the TVK
an opportunity, despite
emerging as the single largest
party.

Enraged at the desertion of
allies resulting in political

isolation, the DMK had launched
a broadside against them. This
has opened a war of words
between the VCK, TVK and the
DMK. Also, VCK’s Vanni Arasu, a
very articulate politician, could
be an asset for the TVK in
countering the DMK and the
AIADMK in the assembly.

Expressing his angst, Raja, in
one of his posts, which is not
available now on ‘X’, touched a
new low, saying “If the ladder
(IUML’s symbol) provided to
climb up and the panther (VCK),
expected to dismantle caste, are
propping up the whistle (TVK
symbol), it is nothing but going to
bed with another disregarding
the one who tied the nuptial
knot.” In another post, “How can
it be christened politics, if the
coconut tree of my garden leans
and gives yield to the opposite
house? In Tamil, it is crooked
palm.”

Predictably, it evoked a strong
response from the TVK and VCK,
with both terming it as ‘height of
insolence’ and a display of
arrogance, exposing the DMK’s
true colours. Warning Raja, VCK
leader SS Balaji said, “If we
expose the truth, you will be
consumed in the fire.”

VCK, IUML joins Vijay cabinet: As allies switch
to TVK, DMK fumes at political isolation
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