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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Sunday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, Tripura, Sikkim, West Bengal,

Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala, Lakshadweep and Andaman & Nico-

bar Islands. Heat wave to severe heat wave conditions likely at isolated

places over Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh 

CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......35.2...... 27.9 Kozhikode .......................42......33.5...... 25.9

Ahmedabad............. —......42.3...... 29.2 Kurnool ........................... —......39.6...... 27.8

Aizawl ...................... —......31.6...... 24.6 Lucknow.......................... —......43.1...... 27.9

Allahabad ................ —......46.0...... 26.8 Madurai ........................... —......39.0...... 26.1

Bengaluru................ —......29.2...... 22.5 Mangaluru.........................5......30.1...... 25.1

Bhopal ..................... —......41.6...... 29.0 Mumbai ........................... —......35.1...... 29.7

Bhubaneswar .......... —......39.3...... 29.4 Mysuru............................. —......31.0...... 21.2

Chandigarh.............. —......40.6...... 26.0 New Delhi........................ —......41.1...... 28.4

Chennai ................... —......32.4...... 30.4 Patna............................... —......41.6...... 28.2

Coimbatore ............. —......33.6...... 23.8 Port Blair .........................17......31.3...... 25.2

Dehradun................. —......38.3...... 23.8 Puducherry ..................... —......31.8...... 29.0

Gangtok ...................20......21.5...... 17.2 Pune .............................16.2......34.8...... 24.6

Goa.............................2......34.8...... 27.8 Raipur.............................. —......44.3...... 28.2

Guwahati ...................5......31.5...... 25.3 Ranchi ............................. —......39.2...... 26.0

Hubballi ................... —......33.0...... 23.0 Shillong .............................2......24.4...... 17.6

Hyderabad............... —......40.6...... 29.5 Shimla ............................0.1......31.0...... 20.0

Imphal .....................30......30.0...... 22.3 Srinagar.............................2......23.9...... 12.7

Jaipur ...................... —......42.6...... 30.8 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......33.7...... 25.2

Kochi........................ —......31.4...... 26.2 Tiruchi ............................. —......37.1...... 28.0

Kohima .................... —......26.0...... 17.0 Vijayawada...................... —......42.6...... 31.0

Kolkata .................... —......37.4...... 29.8 Visakhapatnam................ —......35.2...... 25.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Charkhi Dadri,

Haryana recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 338

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Madikeri,

Karnataka recorded a

healthy AQI score of 19

Ahmedabad ..... .15 ..88 45 ..... 48 ...111 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...9 ..44 46 ...... — ...112 ......*

Chennai............ ...6 ..13 30 ..... 42 ....73 ......*

Delhi ................. .39 ..64 28 ... 195 ...268 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .22 ..16 28 ..... 70 ....86 ......*

Kolkata............. ...9 ..22 13 ..... 74 ....98 ......*

Lucknow........... ...7 ..45 46 ... 196 ...128 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...8 124 23 ..... 21 ....30 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..34 97 ..... 20 ....42 ......*

Visakhapatnam .25 ..65 18 ..... 82 ...137 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

A
political controver-
sy has erupted over
the appointment of

Chief Electoral O�cer
(CEO - Kerala) Rathan U.
Kelkar as Secretary to Chief
Minister V.D. Satheesan.
Both the Opposition Com-
munist Party of India (Mar-
xist) and the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) have
questioned the motives be-
hind the decision.

The CPI(M) State secre-
tariat has alleged that the
appointment puts a ques-
tion mark over the credibil-
ity of the Assembly elec-
tion. The government
decision is unprecedented
and endorses the Left De-
mocratic Front’s (LDF)

charge that the Election
Commission of India (EC)
had adopted measures fa-
vouring the Congress-led
United Democratic Front
(UDF), the CPI(M) said. The
party also drew parallels
with the appointment of
Manoj Kumar Agarwal,

who oversaw the West Ben-
gal Assembly election as
CEO, as Chief Secretary to
the new BJP government.

The CPI(M) and the BJP
in Kerala also drew atten-
tion to Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi’s remark: ‘The
bigger the theft, the bigger

the reward’, made over Mr.
Agarwal’s appointment.
“So Rahul ji, what hap-
pened in Keralam, is it still
‘reward for theft’ or sud-
denly the beauty of democ-
racy?”, BJP leader K. Su-
rendran posted on social
media on Saturday.

It is understood that Mr.
Kelkar was contacted on
Friday and asked to join
the new Chief Minister’s
team. Formal orders were
issued on Saturday trans-
ferring Mr. Kelkar as Secre-
tary to the Chief Minister.

Meanwhile, Home Mi-
nister Ramesh Chennithala
defended the move, calling
it the prerogative of the
State government. He is a
good o�cer. There is noth-
ing unnatural in the ap-
pointment, he said.

Row over Kerala poll o�cer’s
appointment to CM’s o�ce

Rathan U. Kelkar (left) with Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath

Arlekar at Lok Bhavan in Thiruvananthapuram. FILE PHOTO

CPI(M) and the BJP Kerala unit question the move, with the left party alleging it casts doubt on the

credibility of the Assembly polls; Chennithala defends appointment as the State govt.’s prerogative

The Hindu Bureau

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Two separate road accidents in Anakapalli and
Visakhapatnam districts of Andhra Pradesh
claimed three lives and left six others injured on
Saturday. Two persons were killed and six others
sustained injuries after the four-wheeler in which
they were travelling rammed into a lorry parked
on NH-16 in Anakapalli district. In another
incident, a 26-year-old man died after his
two-wheeler came under the wheels of an
APSRTC bus while he was trying to overtake it.
The APSRTC bus was travelling from Srikakulam
to Visakhapatnam at the time of the accident.
The PM Palem police rushed to the spot and
shifted the body for post-mortem.

Three dead, six injured in two
road accidents in A.P. districts

Five persons were killed on the spot when the
passenger vehicle they were travelling in collided
with a lorry on National Highway 150 in the
Kalaburagi district of Karnataka on Saturday.
According to the police, the accident occurred
around 12.30 a.m. when the vehicle collided with
a lorry heading from Gujarat to Chennai. The
lorry driver reportedly �ed the scene. Rural
Development and Panchayat Raj Minister Priyank
Kharge expressed grief over the incident. “With a
heavy heart, I pray for eternal peace to the
departed souls. I hope the families �nd the
strength to bear the loss of their loved ones,” the
Minister said.

5 killed as vehicle collides
with lorry in Kalaburagi 

The ongoing rift within the
Association of Malayalam
Movie Artistes (AMMA) got
murkier on Saturday with
actor Ansiba Hassan accus-
ing actor Tiny Tom and a
section of the members of
the forum of subjecting her
to character assassination
and making communal re-
marks targeting her. She
cited the alleged harass-
ment as the reason behind

her resignation from the
organisation on February
21. Ms. Hassan was the
joint secretary of AMMA.

Speaking to the media,
the Drishyam actor alleged
that Mr. Tom had accused
her of attempting religious
conversion, besides
spreading rumours about
her personal life. 

Mr. Tom, meanwhile,
rejected Ms. Hassan’s alle-
gations. “I am a person
who works sincerely and
speaks openly,” he said.

Rift in AMMA over
actor’s allegations

The Hindu Bureau

KOCHI

Even as the Karnataka go-
vernment’s �nal noti�ca-
tion on revised minimum
wages for scheduled em-
ployment became availa-
ble on Saturday, revision
for 19 sectors — including
garment, beedi and planta-
tion workers — is yet to
happen.

The minimum wages for
65 scheduled employ-
ments, including four in

hazardous ones, have now
been revised and �xed. In
addition, 18 employments
– including non-teaching
sta� in educational institu-
tions, employees of e-com-
merce and courier compa-
nies, and o�ce sta� of
religious institutions such
as temples, mutts, church-
es, mosques, and gurdwa-
ra – have been brought un-
der the minimum wage.

The revision is expected
to help over one crore em-
ployees in the State.

Garment workers yet
to see wage revision

Sharath S. Srivatsa

BENGALURU

INBRIEF
�

The State Endowments department has warned
the public against a fake recruitment noti�cation
circulating online claiming vacancies for 190
Executive O�cer posts. O�cials clari�ed that no
such recruitment advertisement has been
released by the department and job aspirants
were advised not to trust or respond to the false
noti�cation. All recruitment noti�cations are
only through o�cial government and
departmental websites. The department further
stated that strict legal action was being initiated
through the cyber crime police against
individuals responsible for creating and
spreading the fake advertisement.

‘No recruitment in Telangana
Endowments department’

Karnataka will soon have
the second largest cricket
stadium after Gujarat, in
Surya Nagar 4th phase, in
Anekal Taluk of the State.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah announced this after
laying the foundation stone
for an international cricket
stadium and sports com-
plex on Saturday morning,
in a programme organised
by the Housing Department

and the Karnataka Housing
Board at Suryanagar. The
stadium will have a capaci-
ty to seat 80,000 people
along with other amenities
for players and viewers. “A
total of 4,000 acres have
been acquired from farm-

ers of which 75 acres will be
used to construct an inter-
national cricket stadium
and the rest will be used to
build houses and plots
which will be allocated to
farmers as well as other ap-
plicants,” said the CM.

India’s second largest cricket stadium to come up in K’taka
The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

e419850

e419850


