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Timings

KOZHIKODE

SATURDAY, MAY. 23

RISE 06:03 SET 18:44

RISE 12:23 SET 00:20

SUNDAY, MAY. 24

RISE 06:03 SET 18:45

RISE 13:14 SET 01:02

MONDAY, MAY. 25

RISE 06:03 SET 18:45

RISE 14:01 SET 01:41

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

Published by Nirmala Lakshman at PB No. 1006, 4th Floor, ‘KADOOLI’ TOWER, West Nadakkavu, Kozhikode, Kerala 673011 and Printed by Deepu.R at THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., Survey No. 485, Resurvey No. 146/2, Pezhungal Paramba Vennayoor Road, Chelembra P.O.Kakkancherry, Malappuram, Kerala 673634 on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD. Editor: Suresh Nambath Chandrasekar (Responsible for selection of news under the PRP Act).

ISSN 0971 - 751X

The Kasaragod district ad-
ministration has prepared
a comprehensive railway
master plan aimed at re-
solving the long-standing
travel hardships faced by
passengers in north
Kerala.

District Collector Arjun
Pandian has formally writ-
ten to railway authorities
seeking the extension of
major train services termi-
nating at Kannur and Man-
galuru to Kasaragod, resto-
ration of discontinued
passenger services, and
stoppages for key super-
fast trains at Kasaragod
railway station.

In an o�cial letter sent
to Palakkad Divisional Rail-
way Manager (DRM) Mad-
hukar Rawat, the Collector
highlighted the severe tra-

vel di�culties faced by
passengers in Kerala’s
northernmost district,
which also serves as a ma-
jor gateway to Karnataka. 

The letter points out
that gaps in train service
arrangements have been
causing considerable in-
convenience to passen-
gers, including expa-
triates, students, patients,
pilgrims, traders and go-
vernment employees.

The proposals were
submitted following a
meeting held in the Collec-
tor’s chamber on May 16 in
the presence of railway of-
�cials and district-level of-
�cers. The district admi-
nistration stated that
several trains from south
Kerala terminate at Kan-
nur, while the services
from the north and west
region end at Mangaluru
Central and Mangaluru

Junction, forcing passen-
gers travelling to Kasara-
god to wait for hours at in-
termediate stations, often
late at night or early in the
morning. The Collector al-
so noted that the absence
of stoppages for major
trains at Kasaragod station
and the discontinuation of
passenger services have
adversely a�ected daily
commuters and regional
development.

As part of the master
plan, the district adminis-
tration has demanded the
extension of eight trains
currently terminating at
Kannur to Kasaragod.
These include Alappuzha
Express, Thiruvananthap-
uram Jan Shatabdi, Shora-
nur Memu, Ernakulam Ex-
press, Thrissur Express,
Kozhikode Passenger, Pa-
lakkad Express and Coim-
batore Express. 

District drafts railway master
plan to end travel woes 
The Hindu Bureau

KASARAGOD

Till not so long ago, V. Reji’s
day kickstarted with tea
from a wayside shop, once
he �nishes the early morn-
ing trips in his autorick-
shaw. Through the course
of the day, he used to have
at least four more. Now, he
has cut it down to a maxi-
mum of two. With the pric-
es of tea going up in most
shops in Thiruvananthapu-
ram, due to a massive hike
in commercial cooking gas
prices, he has been �nding
it di�cult to keep his habit
going.

“I drive a CNG-powered
autorickshaw. The prices of
CNG have gone up in recent
weeks. Added to this is the
hike in the prices of tea as
well as most other food
items in restaurants. As au-
torickshaws have a �xed
rate, we cannot increase
them when our expenses

go up. However, prices at
tea shops and restaurant
are unregulated. They are
also helpless, but there
should be some regula-
tion,” says Mr. Reji. 

On May 1, State-owned
oil marketing companies
increased price of 19-kg
commercial cylinders used
in tea shops and eateries by
almost ₹1,000, from the
previous price of around
₹2,300. Come June 1, Mil-
ma will also hike milk pric-
es by ₹4/litre.

In Kerala, tea shops have
a symbolic value as a
shared space for the com-
ing together of people,
with heated exchange of
opinions on everything un-
der the sun. The hike in tea
prices has come as a sort of
dampener for these regular
tea drinkers. One of the
hardest hit groups have
been the food delivery
workers. Anjana Radhak-
rishnan, a Civil Services as-

pirant studying at a coach-
ing institute here, says the
tea and food prices are a
major concern.

“Tea drinking became a
habit once I began classes
at the institute. One advan-
tage of tea is that it is the
cheapest of refreshing bev-
erages available. However,
we are now thinking of cut-
ting down on the number
to save money,” she says.

Vinod Kumar, a gym
trainer, is concerned that
prices of food items are not
reversed when gas prices
fall. Tea prices have gone
up in Technopark as well as
in the cafes that dot Kazha-
kuttam, where IT compa-
nies are located.

“In Kazhakuttam, you
can get tea for anywhere
between ₹15 to ₹25. The
price of ‘Boost’ has gone up
to ₹70. The authorities
should regulate the prices,”
says Johnson K. Joshi, em-
ployee at an IT company.

Piping hot tea is slowly
getting out of reach

S.R. Praveen
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V. Reji, Vinod Kumar, Johnson K. Joshi, and Anjana Radhakrishnan.

A joint operation launched
by the Forest department
and various government
agencies to drive wild ele-
phants away from human

settlements in Aralam farm
and rehabilitation areas
entered its fourth day on
Friday, with nine ele-
phants being driven back
into the Aralam Wildlife
Sanctuary since the mis-
sion began on May 19.

Despite heavy rain, ad-
verse weather conditions,
and aggressive resistance
from the elephants, the
team continued its mission
without interruption. More
than 40 personnel partici-
pated in the drive.

Nine jumbos driven back into forest 
under Operation Gajamukthi
The Hindu Bureau

KANNUR

The Central University of
Kerala (CUK) has com-
menced the registration
process for admission to
postgraduate (PG) pro-
grammes for the academic
year 2026–27. Candidates
who have appeared for the
Common University En-
trance Test (CUET-PG) con-
ducted by the National
Testing Agency (NTA) are
eligible to apply.

The online registration
is open on the University
website www.cukerala.a-
c.in and will remain active
until June 10, 2026. The
provisional rank list will be
published on June 19. Can-
didates may submit grie-
vances, if any, on June 22
and 23. 

The admission process
will be in multiple phases.
The �rst phase of admis-
sion for all categories will
be held from June 20 to 30.
The second phase will take
place on July 2 and 3, fol-
lowed by the third and �nal
phase on July 6 and 7. Class-
es for the academic year
will commence on July 9.
The application fee (non-
refundable) is ₹500 for
General, OBC and EWS
candidates, with an addi-
tional fee of ₹100 for each
additional programme se-
lected. For details, visit
www.cukerala.ac.in or con-
tact 046722309467 or
email to admissions@cuk-
erala.ac.in

CUK opens PG
admissions;
registration
begins

The Hindu Bureau
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