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“The NHAI  has signed 
MoU with Norwegian 

Geotechnical Institute for 
consultancy support in 
Tunnel Engineering.”.  

 Nitin Gadkari              
Union Minister   

Press Trust Of India

CHENNAI: Heralding a new 
era of coalition govern-
ment, Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister C Joseph Vijay 
on Friday completed his 
Cabinet expansion exer-
cise by inducting two 
more MLAs, including a 
Dalit from the VCK, mak-
ing it a rainbow ministry 
that also has Brahmins. 
Senior VCK leader Vanni 
Arasu, a close aide of 
party chief Thol Thiruma-
valavan and IUML MLA A 
M Shahjahan took oath 

as ministers. Governor 
Rajendra Vishwanath 
Arlekar administered 
them the oath of office 
and secrecry at simple 

ceremony in the Lok 
Bhavan. Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay and others 
participated. The induc-
tion of VCK and the IUML 

legislators apparently 
irked the DMK and its 
senior leader A Raja tar-
geted the two parties, ini-
tially with a social media 
post which was later alleg-
edly deleted, and another 
tweet attacking them. 

CM Vijay inducts IUML 
Leader in coalition Govt
Tamil Nadu witnessed major coalition developments after Chief Minister 

Joseph Vijay expanded his diverse Cabinet ministry significantly.
HIGHLIGHT

z VCK and IUML 
legislators joined 
ministry amid sharp 
political exchanges 
Friday.

| DIRECT TRAIN  | 

Jodhpur-Haridwar direct train soon:Vaishnaw
Press Trust Of India

JODHPUR: Railway Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw said 
on Friday that a direct 
train service between 
Jodhpur and Haridwar 
will be launched by March 
2027, following strong 
demand from passengers. 
The railway minister was 
in Jodhpur to inaugurate 
a 20-coach Vande Bharat 
Express train, replac-
ing the existing 8-coach 
service. Vaishnaw said 
that, keeping in mind the 
increasing demand from 
tourists and regular trav-
ellers, the new 20-coach 
train is being introduced.

“Based on continu-
ous demand, we have 
increased its capacity 
from 8 coaches to 20 

coaches,” Vaishnaw said.
He informed that a 

coaching terminal for 
Vande Bharat Sleeper 
and other trains will be 
set up in Jodhpur, which 
will help increase train 
services in western Rajas-
than. Vaishnaw also 

announced the extension 
of the Sabarmati-Jodhpur 
train service to Jaisalmer 
and the inauguration of 
a coaching maintenance 
depot there.

When local leaders 
gathered at the inaugura-
tion ceremony for Vande 
Bharat, and demanded a 
direct train from Jodhpur 
to Haridwar, Vaishnaw 
assured them saying he 
was aware of the need 
and that work was under-
way to start the service 
by March 2027. While the 
8-coach reserved train 
from Jodhpur to Delhi 
Cantt departed at its 

scheduled time of 5.30 
am on May 22, the inau-
gural run of the 20-coach 
train began at around 1.30 
pm. “Since it is an inaugu-
ral run, it is carrying some 
unreserved passengers, 
railway officials and medi-
apersons. Most of the seats 
are unoccupied; however, 
once it becomes part 
of scheduled opera-
tions, we expect a huge 
response,” a railway offi-
cial said. Officials said 
the enhanced-capac-
ity train will officially 
replace the 8-coach ser-
vice in scheduled opera-
tions from May 25.

TMC  holds 
meeting 
outside KMC 
KOLKATA: Trinamool Con-
gress councillors of the 
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration (KMC) on Friday 
conducted the civic body’s 
monthly meeting outside 
its main chamber, after 
finding it “locked” since 
morning, party leaders 
said. The session was sub-
sequently held in the club 
room of the civic body 
under the leadership of 
KMC Chairperson Mala 
Roy. The reason behind 
the chamber remaining 
locked was not immedi-
ately known.

“The chamber was 
locked since morning. 
After an initial discussion 
with the councillors, it was 
decided that the session 
would be held in the club 
room instead,” Deputy 
Mayor and Councillor of 
Ward No 11, Atin Ghosh, 
said. The councillors 
arranged for chairs and 
tables on their own and 
began the proceedings in 
the club room, he said.  
“The session continued as 
scheduled. We made alter-
native arrangements and 
started the proceedings,” 
Ghosh said.

Meanwhile, the first 
monthly meeting of the 
KMC after the recent 
assembly polls, scheduled 
for Friday, was cancelled 
through a notification 
issued on Wednesday. 
“There has been no clarifi-
cation from the KMC Com-
missioner’s office regard-
ing the cancellation,” a 
senior official of the civic 
body said. 


