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Residents petition collector to shut 
2 Tasmac outlets in sensitive zone
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Dharmapuri

SEEKING the closure of  Tasmac out-
lets (shop no. 2835 and 2875) in Ma-
randahalli and Bommidi, residents 
filed a petition with Collector R Sad-
heesh on Monday. 

During the grievance day meeting, 
residents from Marandahalli and 
Bommidi filed separate petitions, 
seeking the closure of  Tasmac out-
lets in their area. S Kishore from Ma-
randahalli said, “Tasmac shop (no. 
2835) lies less than 50 m from a pri-
vate school and 25 m from a temple. 
It also lies close to the state highway. 
Yet, when the state government 

closed 717 Tasmac shops across the 
state, this shop was not included. 
Therefore, we staged a protest out-
side the Tasmac shop on Monday and 
filed a complaint with the collector 
seeking removal of  the shop.”

K Babu from Bommidi said, “The 
Tasmac outlet (no. 2875) lies a few me-
tres from the ration shop, a primary 
school and the local temple. Students 
passing by are harassed by tipplers 
outside the Tasmac outlet. Therefore, 
efforts should be taken to close down 
the outlet.”

When TNIE reached out, officials 
in the administration said, “We will 
inquire and action will be taken.”

102 prohibition cases filed in 
Krishnagiri district in 10 days
S I V A G U R U  S  @ Krishnagiri

A total of  102 cases have been regis-
tered under the Tamil Nadu Prohibi-
tion (Amendment) Act and 512 litres 
of  liquor stored or transported for il-
legal distribution have been seized in 
the district in the last 10 days, since 
the TVK formed government on May 
10. Following Chief  Minister C 
Joseph Vijay’s order to close 717 Tas-
mac liquor outlets across the state, 
the government has also intensified 
its crackdown against drugs and il-
legal sale of  liquor.

Police sources told TNIE that, 
based on the state government order, 
six Tasmac outlets were closed in the 
district. The personnel in all 31 law 
and order police stations and the 
three prohibition enforcement wing 
units at Hosur, Krishnagiri, and 
Uthangarai have been regularly mon-
itoring the illegal sale of  Tasmac liq-
uor. Also, the police are patrolling on 
a daily basis to ensure liquor is not 
sold outside the permitted hours in 
nearly 111 Tasmac outlets in the dis-
trict, added sources.

A source from the police depart-
ment said, “During the same time, 
the district police have seized 35 kg 
of  ganja and arrested eight persons. 
One more person was arrested for 
the possession of  methamphetamine. 
The police are also planning to rec-
ommend the invocation of  the Goon-
das Act against three suspects in the 
ganja cases.”

To inform about the illegal sale of  
drugs or liquor, send a message or 
call the police control room number 
94981-81214 or the helpline number 
100.

Reckless riding on 
NH 844; activists 
demand action
DHARMAPURI: Activists in Dhar-
mapuri have urged police to take 
steps to stop dangerous motorcycle 
stunts performed by youth along NH 
844 near Thadangam. On Sunday, vid-
eos went viral on social media, show-
ing several youth doing dangerous 
stunts along the highway near the 
Butterfly bridge in Thadangam.

R Satishkumar Raja, from NGO 
‘My Dharmapuri’, told TNIE, “The 
bridge is a key road connecting Dhar-
mapuri and Neralur in Bengaluru. 
This road is busy, and heavy vehicles 
frequent it. Recently, several people 
have been conducting dangerous mo-
torcycle races on the highway, putting 
their lives and others’ at risk. I had 
reported the matter multiple times, 
but no action was taken.” Another 
resident, B Nandhakumar from Nal-
lampalli, said, “I have witnessed 
many youth gather at this road and 
disturb traffic flow.”

The police told TNIE, “Efforts 
would be taken to improve patrol. 
Witnesses must note down vehicle 
registration number and report it.”

Exam malpractice: Principal, two 
teachers of Salem pvt school held
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Salem

A school principal and two mathe-
matics teachers were arrested in con-
nection with an alleged malpractice 
case during a Class 12 mathematics 
public examination, held on March 
17 at a private school in Muthampatti 
near Vazhapadi.

According to sources, the incident 
came to light after the chief  superin-
tendent of  the examination centre, a 
government school headmaster from 
Mettupatti, became suspicious after 
noticing students frequently leav-
ing the examination hall to use the 
restroom.

On inspection, answers relat-
ed to the mathematics examina-
tion were allegedly found pasted 
on the restroom walls, while two 
members of  the private school 
staff  were reportedly present in 
the area at the time. The matter 
was brought to the notice of  Sa-
lem Chief  Educational Officer P 
Maheswari on the same day.

However, a departmental inquiry 
into the incident was conducted only 
on April 7, nearly 20 days after the 
examination, drawing criticism over 
the delay in initiating action. Subse-
quently, the school education depart-
ment sought a detailed explanation 
from the Salem CEO regarding the 
delay in reporting the incident and 
the time taken to begin the inquiry.

The education department sent a 
report and said that further investi-
gation into the involvement of  others 
was under way, after which the ar-
rests were made.

Maheswari told TNIE that since 
the school education department was 
initially unable to identify those di-
rectly involved in the malpractice, a 
complaint was lodged with the Vazha-
padi police for further investigation. 
Following inquiries, Vazhapadi po-
lice arrested the school principal 
Stanley (35) and two mathematics 
teachers, Dinesh Babu (33) and Kesa-
van (33). They were later released on 
bail. 

Extra `5: Tasmac staff in soup
Krishnagiri: Collector C Dinesh Kumar on 
Monday directed authorities concerned 
to take action against the salesman of a 
Tasmac outlet in Kaatinayanapalli for 
allegedly charging a customer extra `5. 
A video of the incident has gone viral on 
social media, in which the salesman was 
allegedly seen charging `5 extra for a 
bottle of alcohol costing `180, saying 
they need to bear loading, unloading, 
and other expenses. ENS

Answers to the mathematics paper 
were allegedly found pasted on the 
restroom walls of the private 
school, while two members of the 
school staff were present in the 
area at the time

Sources

EXPRESS ILLUSTRATION

A replica of Chennai Central Railway Station, made with 1.14 lakh flowers, 
kept at the 128th edition of the Ooty Flower Show, which commenced at the 
Government Botanical Garden in Ooty on Monday |  YOGA

E X P R E S S  R E A D

New Salem collector assumes office
Salem: K Elambahavath assumed office as the 176th 
Collector of Salem district on Monday. He functioned as 

the collector of Thoothukudi from August 
2024 to April 2026 before he was 
transferred to Salem. He has taken over 
charge from A Arun Thamburaj. Also, 
Elambahavath had held several key 
administrative positions in the state 
government, including Officer on Special 
Duty for the ‘llam Thedi Kalvi’ programme 

from October 2021. On Monday, he chaired the weekly 
grievance redressal meeting and distributed welfare 
assistance worth `3.47 lakh to five PwDs. ENS

Yercaud summer festival 
dates yet to be announced
Salem: Even as preparations are under 
way for the 49th Summer Festival and 
Flower Show in Yercaud, uncertainty 
continues over the dates, with no 
official announcement yet made by the 
district administration. In a consultative 
meeting held recently, the officials 
discussed whether the event should be 
conducted in the third or fourth week of 
May. However, officials indicated that 
the clarity on the summer festival 
schedule is likely only after the new 
collector takes charge. ENS
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CHANGE OF NAME
I,  Army 148121031H, Rank - HAV 
(ACP -1), Name - C. SELVARAJ, 
residing at Door No: 5/49, 
Sagayapuram - Village, Elathagiri 
- Post, Bargur - Taluk, Krishnagiri 
- District, Tamil Nadu -635108.  
I have change my daughter’s name 
from JENNIFEER to JENIFER S
vide Affidavit dated 18.05.2026  
before P.N.Gipalakrishnan, B.A., 
LL.B., Notary Public, Krishnagiri.


