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QUOTE OF  THE DAY
The road to healing is a

long one. Stay the course,
you will make it someday

– Anonymous
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Under Atal’s leadership, India refused to bow: PM recalls Pokhran tests
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What the day
holds for you
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GUWAHATI, May 11: Dr Himanta Biswa
Sarma said that the NDA government
would continue to prioritise the welfare
of tea garden workers in the state and
promised a phased increase in daily wag-
es up to Rs 500 in the coming years. 

Highlighting the BJP-led govern-
ment’s initiatives for the tea community
over the last decade today, Sarma said
the NDA has worked extensively for the
holistic development of ‘cha shramiks',
whom he described as the backbone of
Assam’s 200-year-old tea legacy.

Taking to social media, the Chief
Minister said, "For the last 10 years, the
NDA government has worked for the ho-
listic development of Assam’s Cha
Shramiks, who are the backbone of our
200-year-old tea legacy. In NDA 3.0, we
will further strengthen the lives and live-
lihoods of every Cha Shramik with a
phased 'wage increase to Rs 500.”

The Chief Minister also highlighted
several welfare and educational measures

Will raise tea workers’ wages: Sarma

undertaken by the government for tea
garden communities. According to offi-
cial data shared by the Chief Minister’s
Office, the Assam government has estab-
lished 118 model high schools in tea gar-
den areas between 2021 and 2026 to im-
prove access to quality education for chil-
dren from tea worker families.

The government has now set a target
to establish 100 more model high schools
in tea garden regions in a phased manner
between 2026 and 2031. (IANS)
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GUWAHATI, May 11: Dr Himanta
Biswa Sarma will take the oath as
the Chief Minister of Assam on May

Sarma to take oath as CM today for 2nd term
Rameswar Teli, Atul Bora, Charan Boro and Ajanta Neog also to take oath

12 for the second term in a row. This
marks the NDA’s third consecutive
term in power in Assam since 2016.

Dr Sarma wrote on his X handle
late at night, “Happy to announce

that the following four colleagues
of mine will take oath as ministers
tomorrow along with me in the au-
gust presence of the honourable
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi

Ji – Rameswar Teli, Atul Bora, Cha-
ran Boro and Ajanta Neog. I am also
happy to share that Ranjeet Kumar
Dass will be our candidate for the
post of Speaker of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly.”

Governor Lakshman Prasad Ach-
arya will administer the oath of of-
fice to Chief Minister Dr Himanta
Biswa Sarma and other ministers at
the College of Veterinary Science
playground at Khanapara in Guwa-
hati at 11 am tomorrow. Apart from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh, Un-
ion Home Minister Amit Shah, Un-
ion Finance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman, national BJP president Ni-
tin Nabin, and the chief ministers and
deputy chief ministers of twenty-two
NDA-ruled states will attend the
event, along with several top-level
industrialists from the country.

The College of Veterinary Sci-
ence playground has been decked
out for the swearing-in ceremony,
apart from giving a facelift to Gu-
wahati. Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma
inspected the preparations in the

 Continued on page 9

Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma inspecting the venue of the swearing-in-ceremony at Khanapara in Guwahati.

VADODARA, May 11:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday ap-
pealed for greater self-reli-
ance in consumption hab-
its and financial discipline,
including reduced de-
pendence on imported
goods, gold purchases, and
fuel consumption, during
his address in Vadodara.

He urged citizens to
support domestic products
and strengthen local in-
dustries, stating, "Today's
need is to make 'Vocal for
Local' a mass movement.”

He said increased use
of foreign goods places
pressure on India’s foreign
exchange reserves. On
gold imports, he said a
large amount of national
resources is spent on the
metal.

He appealed for re-
straint in nonessential pur-
chases, stating, “Gold is not
necessary at this time,” and
suggested postponing such

Gold not necessary this time:
PM urges spending discipline

expenditure until global
conditions stabilize.

He also mentioned ed-
ible oil consumption, urg-
ing moderation due to its
impact on both health and
imports.  He said reducing
consumption could bene-
fit both individuals and
the national economy. On
fuel usage, he reiterated his
appeal to reduce depend-
ency on petrol and diesel.

He encouraged citizens
to use public transport,
electric vehicles, and
shared mobility options.

He also suggested carpool-
ing as a practical step for
households with multiple
vehicles.

The Prime Minister
further spoke about over-
seas travel and destination
weddings, saying, "Such
practices lead to signifi-
cant foreign exchange out-
flow." People must consid-
er India for weddings and
holidays."

He stated that India has
many culturally signifi-
cant and scenic locations

 Continued on page 9
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GUWAHATI, May 11: The
Assam government has is-
sued a notification introduc-
ing an emergency response
action plan to tackle the ris-
ing air pollution in five non-
attainment cities (NACs) of
the state—Guwahati, Nal-
bari, Nagaon, Silchar and
Sivasagar.

The notification, issued
by the Environment, Forest
and Climate Change Depart-
ment, follows directions of
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GUWAHATI, May 11: In the
run-up to the formation of the
new NDA government at Dis-
pur, BFP (Bodoland People’s
Front) laid emphasis on the
holistic development of the
state as well as the BTR under
the leadership of Dr Himanta
Biswa Sarma. The BPF ex-
pects to get to two berths in
the council of ministers.

Speaking to the media
today, senior BPF leader and
Deputy CEM of the BTC,
Rihon Daimary, said, “I
thank the people of Assam
for their massive mandate to
the NDA in the just-conclud-

ed Assembly election in the
state. The state witnessed ro-
bust development under
Chief Minister Dr Himanta
Biswa Sarma in the past five
years. The massive mandate

Our thrust is on holistic
development of state: BPF

 Continued on page 9

Shyamkanu
moves HC

seeking bail
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 11: Shyam-
kanu Mahanta, one of the ac-
cused in the Zubeen Garg
death case, moved the Gau-
hati High Court today seek-
ing bail. On April 30, 2026,
the special fast-track court
rejected Mahanta’s bail plea.
He moved the High Court,
challenging the order of the
fast-track court.

On April 30, the fast-track
court rejected the petition
seeking bail for Shyamkanu
Mahanta in the unnatural
death case of Zubeen Garg,
citing the possibility of him fly-
ing away after getting the bail.

 Continued on page 9

Dispur notifies emergency air
pollution action plan for five cities

the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) in connection with ap-
plication (681/2018), dated
November 20, 2019. Under
the new framework, authori-
ties will implement graded
emergency measures depend-
ing on the Air Quality Index
(AQI) categories—moderate
to poor, very poor, severe, se-
vere+, or emergency.

For the most serious situa-
tion, severe+ or emergency,
which happens when PM2.5
levels go over 300 μg/m³ or
PM10 levels exceed 500 μg/

m³ for more than 48 hours, or
when the AQI goes over 500,
authorities will stop trucks
from entering the city except
for essential goods, pause ma-
jor construction projects, and
ban heavy diesel vehicles
from entering the affected cit-
ies. District administrations
will also be empowered to take
additional steps, including
closure of schools, if required,
the notification said.

During the Severe catego-
ry (AQI 401-500), operations

 Continued on page 9


