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THURSDAY, MAY. 21

RISE 04:54 SET 18:12

RISE 09:16 SET 23:00

FRIDAY, MAY. 22

RISE 04:54 SET 18:13

RISE 10:20 SET 23:42

SATURDAY, MAY. 23

RISE 04:54 SET 18:13

RISE 11:20 SET 00:00
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A
lmost ten days after
the �rst Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)

government was sworn in
in West Bengal, suspense
continues over the alloca-
tion of portfolios of di�e-
rent departments.

Suvendu Adhikari was
sworn in along with �ve
Ministers on May 9 after
the BJP won 207 seats in
the 294-member Assemb-
ly, reducing the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) to 80
seats.

There are 54 depart-
ments in the State govern-
ment, and Mr. Adhikari
currently holds charge of
42 of them, including
Home, Finance, Indus-
tries, School, Higher Edu-
cation and Health.

At the �rst Cabinet
meeting, 12 departments
were allocated to the �ve
Ministers who were sworn
in alongside the Chief
Minister.

Senior BJP leader Dilip
Ghosh has been given
charge of Panchayat and
Rural Development, along
with Animal Resources and
Agriculture Marketing. Ag-
nimitra Paul, the only wo-
man face in the Cabinet,
has been allocated Munici-
pal A�airs and Women and
Child Development. Ashok
Kirtaniya, a prominent Ma-

tua face, has been given
charge of the Food and
Supplies Department. Ni-
sith Pramanik, an MLA
from North Bengal, has
been allocated Sports and
Youth A�airs, while Kshu-
diram Tudu, a tribal face,
has been appointed Minis-
ter of Tribal A�airs and Mi-
nority Department.

BJP govt.’s �rst budget
There is a lot of speculation
within the BJP as to when
the Council of Ministers
will be expanded and who
will be allocated key port-
folios. The Budget Session
of the Assembly will begin
from June 18, and if the Ca-
binet is not expanded by
then, Mr. Adhikari, who
holds the Finance Depart-
ment, will present the �rst
budget of the BJP
government.

There are also talks in

the political circles that the
BJP may rope in an econo-
mist and a member of the
Prime Minister’s Economic
Advisory Council for the
post of the State’s Finance
Minister.

The State government is
taking crucial policy deci-
sions and implementing
several promises made by
the party during the elec-
tion campaign. Sources in
the State government said
some MLAs are already
holding meetings with o�-
cials and functioning as de
facto Ministers even
though they have o�cially
not been appointed.

The Cabinet expansion
and allocation of di�erent
departments are going to
be a challenge for the BJP
leadership as it will have to
balance the expectations
of senior leaders who won
the poll and also accom-

modate regional and caste
aspirations.

Senior BJP leaders like
Swapan Dasgupta, Roopa
Ganguly and Ritesh Tewari
have made it to the As-
sembly and are key conten-
ders for Ministerial berths.
Leaders like Sankar Ghosh,
who played a key role in
the last Assembly election,
and former Barrackpore
MP Arjun Singh, are
among those who may be
included in the Council of
Ministers.

More than half a dozen
doctors elected on BJP tick-
ets are reportedly meeting
hospital authorities in the
hope of getting the Health
portfolio. Similarly, the
new pool of BJP MLAs in-
cludes lawyers who are
eyeing the Law and Labour
Departments, while teach-
ers are lobbying for the
School and Higher Educa-
tion Department.

Sources in the BJP said
the party’s Central leader-
ship will have a say in the
allocation of portfolios in
the State government.

10 days later, suspense
continues over Cabinet
expansion in West Bengal

If the Cabinet is not expanded by June 18, CM Suvendu Adhikari,

who holds the Finance Department, will present the BJP

government’s first budget. FILE PHOTO

There are 54 departments in the State government and CM Suvendu Adhikari holds charge of 42

of them; 12 depts. allocated to 5 Ministers sworn in with the CM; Budget Session begins on June 18
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Senior BJP leaders
like Swapan
Dasgupta, Roopa
Ganguly and Ritesh
Tewari have made it
to the Assembly and
are key contenders
for Ministerial berths

Petitions were moved be-
fore the Calcutta High
Court on Wednesday seek-
ing an exemption under
Section 12 of Animal
Slaughter Control Act,
1950, for observation of Id-
ul-Azha next week in view
of certain restrictions im-
posed by the new Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) go-
vernment in West Bengal.

The petitions, which
were moved before a Divi-
sion Bench presided by
Chief Justice Sujoy Paul,
will be heard on Thursday,
the court said after the
newly appointed State la-
wyer prayed for time to
study the pleas.

One of the petitions �led
by Trinamool Congress
(TMC) MLA Akhrurzam-

man sought an exemption
of the Act under Section 12,
vide which the State go-
vernment can allow such
exemption, party MP Ma-
hua Moitra, who was pre-
sent in court, said.

“We have �led a petition
seeking exemption under
Section 12 of Animal
Slaughter Control Act,
1950, for which a noti�ca-
tion has been given on May
13 and since the festival of
Id-ul-Azha is to be held
either on May 27 or 28,”
she said outside the court.

In a noti�cation, the
State government issued a

set of guidelines barring
animal slaughter without a
“�t certi�cate” from auth-
orities and warned of pe-
nal action if the directions
were not followed. The
State also made it clear that
animal slaughter in open
public places would be
“strictly prohibited”.

The guidelines, the go-
vernment said, were in
compliance with the Ani-
mal Slaughter Control Act
of 1950 and issued in the
light of a series of orders
passed by the Calcutta HC
in 2018 and 2022.

In another petition, la-
wyer Sudipto Dasgupta ap-
peared before the court re-
presenting an association
that said they are ready to
accept the provisions of
the 1950 Act, provided
there is adequate
infrastructure.

The petitions will be
heard today, the
court said after the
new State lawyer
sought time to study
the pleas

Pleas in Calcutta HC seek
exemption from animal
slaughter Act for Id-ul-Azha

Press Trust of India
KOLKATA

The Gautam Buddha Nagar
police on Wednesday ar-
rested two more persons
in connection with the al-
leged dowry death of a 24-
year-old woman in Greater
Noida, o�cials said.

According to an o�cial
statement, Poonam (moth-
er of the victim’s husband)
and Vinod (uncle of the
husband) were arrested,
while the husband, Hritik,
and his father Manoj have
already been arrested in
the case.

A total of seven persons,
four of whom have been
arrested, were named in
the FIR, police said.

The case relates to the
woman who died on Sun-
day night after allegedly
falling from the terrace of
her three-storey matrimo-
nial home in Jalpura village
of the Gautam Buddha Na-
gar district. Her family has
alleged that she was mur-
dered over dowry
demands.

Husband’s
mother, uncle
held in G. Noida
death case 
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Two Congress leaders at-
tempted to meet Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) presi-
dent Mayawati on Tuesday
evening in Lucknow, but
were turned away by her
security team. The pic-
tures of the visit came out
on Wednesday leading to
speculation about an
“alliance”.

Congress leader Rajen-
dra Pal Gautam and Bara-

banki Lok Sabha MP Tanuj
Punia reached the BSP
chief’s house and sought a
meeting with her. 

However, they were un-
able to meet her as she
“was unwilling to meet
them”.

The two leaders claimed
it was a courtesy visit. In a
statement issued later, the
Congress said it is “the res-
ponsibility of all like-mind-
ed people to oust the BJP
government and protect
the Constitution, and this

is what the public desires”. 
“Mayawati is a promi-

nent Dalit leader. Her acti-
vism has been somewhat
diminished in recent
days... The public wants
the State to be free from
the casteist, dictatorial Yo-
gi Adityanath government.
The government is com-
mitting atrocities against
Dalits and women. The go-
vernment is using bulldoz-
ers against Muslims and
minorities,” the statement
read.

Two Cong. leaders try to meet
BSP chief, fuel ‘alliance’ buzz 
Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW


