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Description of Immoveable 
Mortgaged  Property(ies) 
and Name of Owner(s)/ 

Mortgagors

Reserve PriceName of 
the 

Borrower 
&  Bank 
Branch
 Details

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the ‘Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of 
Security Interest Act 2002 read with provisions of Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower (s),mortgagor(s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described 
movable/immovable property(ies) mortgaged/hypothecated/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/ physical (whichever is applicable) 
possession of which has been taken by the Authorized officer of Bank/Secured Creditor, willbe sold on” As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever 
there is”on date as  mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and 
guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties

Date and
 Time

 of 
E-Auction

SCHEDULE OF SALE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

Earnest Money 
    Deposit (EMD)

Bid Increase
 Amount

Lot. 
No. 

AUTHORIZED OFFICER
PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK, SAMB, CHANDIGARH 

Date:  22.05.2026
Place: Chandigarh 

3. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above shall be paid online/challan mode & will be credited in bidders e-Wallet. Bidders, not 
depositing the required EMD online, will not be allowed to participate in the e-auction. The Earnest Money Deposited shall not bear any interest.

6. The intending participants of e-auction may download free of cost, copies of the Sale Notice, Terms & Conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on 
operational part of e-Auction related to this e-Auction from e-auction portal (https://baanknet.com).

2. The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://baanknet.com) using their email-id and mobile number. 

11. After finalization of e-Auction by the Authorized Officer, only successful bidder will be informed by our above referred service provider through 
SMS/ email. (On mobile no/ email address given by them/ registered with the service provider).

13. The successful bidder shall have to deposit 25% (twenty five percent) of the bid amount, less EMD amount deposited, on the same day or not later 
than the next working day and the remaining amount shall be paid within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale through NEFT/RTGS/IMPS in 
account no. 834000317118A , IFSC Code PUNB0834000, PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK, SAM BRANCH, CHANDIGARH OR  in the form of Banker's 
Cheque/ Demand Draft issued by a Scheduled Commercial Bank drawn in favor of “The Authorized Officer, Punjab National Bank, A/c (SUNDRY NPA 
SARFEASI AUCTION RELATED) Payable at Chandigarh . In case of failure to deposit the amounts as above within the stipulated time, the amount 
deposited by successful bidder will be forfeited to the Bank and Authorized Officer shall have the liberty to conduct a fresh auction/ sale of the property 
& the defaulting bidder  shall not have any claim over the forfeited amount and the property.

8. During the e-auction, bidders will be allowed to offer higher bid in inter-se bidding over and above the last bid quoted and the increase in the bid 
amount must be of increment amount mentioned. 10 minutes time will be allowed to bidders to quote successive higher bid and if no higher bid  is 
offered by any bidder after the expiry of 10 minutes to the last highest bid, the e-auction shall be closed.

a. https://baanknet.com

The process of e-KYC is to be done through Digi locker. Once the e-KYC is done, the intending Bidders/ Purchasers may transfer the EMD amount 

19. It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid. The bidder 
inspects the property in consultation with the dealing official as per the details provide.

23. It is open to the Bank to appoint a representative and make self-bid and participate in the auction.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE 
1. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further 
conditions.    The auction sale shall be “online through e-auction” portal https://baanknet.com

5. The Sale Notice containing the General Terms and Conditions of Sale is available / published in the following websites/ web page portal.

b. www.pnbindia.in

to their e-Wallet using online/challan mode before the e-Auction Date and time in the portal. The registration, verification of e-KYC, transfer of EMD in 
wallet and linking of wallet amount to Property must be completed well in advance, before auction.

4. Platform (https://baanknet.com) for e-Auction will be provided by e Auction service provider M/s PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. having its Registered office at 
Unit 1, 3rd Floor, VIOS Commercial Tower, Near Wadala Truck Terminal, Wadala East. Mumbai-400037 (Helpdesk Number +91 8291220220, 
Email Id: support.ebkray@psballiance.com). The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at e-Auction 
Service Provider’s website https://baanknet.com This Service Provider will also provide online demonstration/ training on e-Auction on the portal.

7. Bidder’s e-Wallet should have sufficient balance (>=EMD amount) at the time of bidding.

9. It is the responsibility of intending Bidder(s) to properly read the Sale Notice, Terms & conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of  e-
Auction and follow them strictly.
10. In case of any difficulty or need of assistance before or during e-Auction process, bidder may contact authorized representative of our e-Auction 
Service Provider M/s PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. Details of which are available on the Baanknet portal.

12. The secured asset will not be sold below the reserve price. The secured asset will only be sold at price higher than the reserve price fixed for the 
property with at least one incremental Bid. The Bidder, at the time of commencement, shall give a minimum of one Bid increment at least greater than 
and over & above the reserve price fixed for the property. The property will not be sold and auction will not be confirmed, in case failed to fetch the price 
higher than the reserve price

14.  Payment of sale consideration by the successful bidder to the bank will be subject to TDS under Section 194- 1A of Income Tax Act 1961 and TDS  
is to be made by the successful bidder only at the time of deposit of remaining 75 % of the bid amount/full deposit of BID amount.

16. The sale certificate shall be issued in the favour of successful bidder on deposit of full bid amount as per the provisions of the act. No request for 
inclusion/substitution of names, other than those mentioned in the bid, in the sale certificate will be entertained. The Sale Certificate will be issued only 
in the name of the successful bidder.
17. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.
18. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, 
but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.

20. All statutory dues/attendant charges/other dues including registration charges, stamp duty, taxes etc. shall have to be borne by the purchaser.
21. The Authorized Officer or the Bank shall not be responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrances, or any other dues to the Government or anyone 
else in respect of properties (E-Auctioned) not known to the bank. The Intending Bidder is advised to make their own independent inquiries regarding 
the encumbrances on the property including statutory liabilities, arrears of property tax, electricity dues etc.

15. The Authorised Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if not found acceptable or to postpone/cancel/adjourn/discontinue or vary  
the terms of the auction at any time without assigning any reason whatsoever and his decision in this regard shall be final.

22. The bidder should ensure proper internet connectivity, power back-up etc. The Bank shall not be liable for any disruption due to internet failure, 
power failure or technical reasons or reasons/contingencies affecting  e-auctions.

                   For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in.

                    SAMB CHANDIGARH, SCO 60-61, Sector 17-B, Chandigarh, PIN 160017
                          Telephone No.: 0172-5040788 &796,  E-mail: zs8340@pnb.bank.in

E-AUCTION/
SALE 

NOTICE

c) UBI: 01.03.2016

A) Date of Demand Notice
a) PNB: 06.04.2016
b) SBI: 15.12.2015

d) BOB: 27.05.2016

Rs. 2,55,77,000/-1.
24.06.2026
11.00 am 

to 
4.00 pm

Incremental Bid- 
Rs. 1,00,000/-

M/s 
Rama 

Krishna 
Knitters 
Private 
Limited

EMD amount- 
Rs. 25,57,700/-

a)Date of Demand Notice
   u/s 13(2)  of SARFAESI 
   Act 2002
b) amount as per demand
    notice 13(2)
c)Nature of possession
 

Name of 
Owner(s) / 

Mortgagors
 of 

Property(ies

2. Smt. Shallu Gupta 
W/o Late Sh. Naresh 
Gupta

4. Smt. Amrit Bala 
W / o  L a t e  S h .  
Shambu Nath

b. Sh. Aditya Gupta
c. Ms. Aditi Gupta 

3. Sh. Narender 
C h u g h  S / o  S h .  
M e h e r  C h a n d  
Chugh

a. Smt. Shallu Gupta

1 .  M / s  R a m a  
Krishna Knitters 
Private Limited

5. Sh. Naresh Gupta 
(since deceased) 
through legal heirs:

Detail of the 
encumbrances

 known to
 the 

secured 
creditors

Not known 
1) Factory land Noorpur Bet, 
Ladhowa l ,  Hambran  Road,  
Ludhiana in the name of Guarantors 
i.e. Naresh Kumar Gupta and 
Shallu Gupta comprising of 7 Sale 
Deeds detailed as below:

Sale Deeds bearing Vasika Nos. 
23696,17961, 2834 in the name of 
Shallu Gupta)

(Sale Deeds bearing Vasika  Nos. 
18027, 16516, 17962, 7445 in the 
name of Naresh Kumar Gupta and 

Rs. 97,00,000/-
24.06.2026
11.00 am 

to 
4.00 pmIncremental Bid- 

Rs. 1,00,000/-

EMD amount- 
Rs. 9,70,000/-

Not known 
2) Factory land at Preet Vihar, 
Jassian Road, Haibowal Kalan, 
Ludhiana comp. of 4 title deeds No. 
*26632, 27668, 26631, 26630 
measuring 900 sq. Yards in the 
name of Naresh Kumar and Shalu 
Gupta and  Amrit Bala

along with possession date

The sale of property at S. No. 2 shall only be confirmed when bid received for Block 3 as put on auction by liquidator
Note: The sale of property at S. No. 1 shall only be confirmed when bid received for Block 2 as put on auction by liquidator

Litigation pending:
1. CS/1287/2016- Narinder Chugh Vs Shalu Gupta decided vide order dated 01.02.2018 by Civil Judge Junior Division, Ludhiana wherein 
injunction has been issued against Shallu Gupta from interfering in the peaceful possession of Narinder Chugh except in due course of law
2. CS/903/2016- Narinder Chugh vs Shalu Gupta decided vide order dated 11.10.2018 by Civil Judge Junior Division, Ludhiana wherein 
injunction has been issued against Shallu Gupta from interfering in the peaceful possession of Narinder Chugh except in due course of law
3. CS/744/2016 – Narinder Chugh Vs Rama Krishna Knitters Pvt ltd and Shalu Gupta decided vide order dated 06.09.2016 by Civil Judge 
Junior Division, Ludhiana wherein injunction has been issued against Shallu Gupta from interfering in the peaceful possession of Narinder 
Chugh except in due course of law
4. CS/1350/2016 – Narinder Chugh Vs Shalu Gupta and Amrit Bala decided vide order dated 06.09.2016 by Civil Judge Junior Division, 
Ludhiana wherein injunction has been issued against Shallu Gupta from interfering in the peaceful possession of Narinder Chugh except 
in due course of law

a) PNB- Rs. 113,79,89,477.06
b) SBI-  Rs. 78,30,03,774.11
c) UBI-  Rs. 10,74,64,211/-
d) BOB- Rs. 9,86,78,819.40

CONTACT PERSON: SHRI SUBHRAJIT MISHRA, AUTHORISED OFFICER, SAMB CHANDIGARH, MOBILE: 9571988800

C) Nature of possession-
     Symbolic Possession

B) Amount as per 
    demand notice-

NOTICE is hereby given for the sale of the following Assets of the Corporate Debtor under Regulation 32 of the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (Liquidation Process) Regulations, 2016 in terms of the order dated 
24th December 2019 passed by Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), Chandigarh Bench (Court I). 
Mode of Sale - The assets are being sold in accordance with mode prescribed in Regulation 32 (a) of the IBBI 
(Liquidation Process) Regulations, 2016 i.e. (a) an asset on a standalone basis;
The Sale of the following assets of the Corporate Debtor will be done by the undersigned through the e-auction 
platform Baanknet (formerly eBKray), https://baanknet.com/ on “As is where is basis”, “As is what is 
basis”, “Whatever there is basis”, and “No recourse basis”.

Asset/ Location/ Address Reserve 
Price (INR) 

EMD 
Amount (INR)

Date: 22.05.2026 
Place: Chandigarh

Sd/-
Rajender Kumar Jain

Liquidator in the matter of Rama Krishna Knitters Private Limited
(IBBI Regn. No. IBBI/IPA-001/IP-P00543/2017-2018/10968)

           EMAIL-ID: LQDRAMAKRISHNA@GMAIL.COM 
        Mobile: +9199155-98862

Incremental 
Bid Value INR

Land & Building
Land measuring 7318.69 Square Yards with 
Building having covered area 20787 sq.mt at 
Village Nurpur Bet Unit of the Company at Hambran 
Ladowal Road, Near T.V. Centre, Ludhiana. Vasika 
Nos. 12899, 7718, 7720, 20417, 20474 and 20475.

Date & Time of E-Auction: 24th June 2026 from 11.00 AM to 4.00 PM
Last Date & Time for depositing EMD: 22nd June 2026 by 5:00 PM
Date/s & Timeline for Inspection of Assets: Up to 22nd June 2026

Between: 10.00 AM to 5.00 PM on Weekdays

Liquidator: Mr. Rajender Kumar Jain
Office Address/ Email-ID to be used for Communication with the Liquidator:
SCO-818, 1st Floor, Above Yes Bank, NAC, Manimajra, Chandigarh - 160101

EMAIL-ID - LQDRAMAKRISHNA@GMAIL.COM
Mobile - +919915598862

Block
No.

Block 2
(One Lot)

S.
No.
1.

Punjab National Bank has also issued a separate Auction Notice for the Personal Guarantor’s share in the same 
newspaper today. In order to be declared as the Successful Bidder for the Corporate Debtor’s share as above, 
an Interested Bidder must bid for the Personal Guarantor’s share also simultaneously as per the auction being 
conducted by PNB and must be declared as Successful Bidder simultaneously for both the shares i.e. the 
Corporate Debtor’s share as well as the Personal Guarantor’s share also.

Note - The aforesaid Immovable Property is an integral part of a Total land area of 15,836.27 Sq Yards out of 
which land measuring 7318.69 Sq. Yards is in the name of the Corporate Debtor (Company) and the remaining 
land measuring 8517.58 sq. yards is owned by Naresh Gupta and Shallu Gupta. The land owned by Naresh 
Gupta and Shallu Gupta is mortgaged with consortium of Punjab National Bank, State Bank of India, Bank of 
Baroda and Union Bank, led by Punjab National Bank, Large Corporate Branch, Ludhiana since the year 2010. 

As per the latest fard records, an injunction order has been passed dated 06.09.2016 in respect of Total land 
area of 15,836.27 Sq Yards (26k 3 Marla) which includes land admeasuring 7318.69 Sq Yards (12.13K) owned 
by the Company M/s Rama Krishna Knitters Pvt Limited, the remaining land being owned by its Directors Shallu 
Gupta & Naresh Gupta. However, it may kindly be noted that the Financial Creditors are of the view that the 
Financial Creditors/ Secured Creditor (Banks) have a first and paramount charge over the assets mortgaged in 
their favour and that since their entire claim will not be fully satisfied even after sale of the abovesaid secured 
assets, as such encumbrances, if any, noted in revenue records have been rendered infructuous. Interested 
bidders may kindly refer to the Hon’ble Supreme Court judgement in Civil Appellate Jurisdiction L. Nageswara 
Rao; Vineet Saran, JJ. Civil Appeal No.2196 of 2012; February 24, 2022 Punjab National Bank Versus Union of 
India & Ors.

Detailed Terms and Conditions of the E-Auction are stated in the E-Auction Process/ Information 
Document, a copy of which is available on Baanknet Auction Platform https://Baanknet.Com/ and is 
also available on the website http://ramakrishnaknitters.ibc2016.net/ and can also be obtained by 
sending an email to the Email-ID - LQDRAMAKRISHNA@GMAIL.COM.
In case of any clarification or assistance, the prospective bidders may contact the undersigned at the contact 
details given in this notice and also provided in the auction process document.

CIN - U17301PB2007PTC030900
Rama Krishna Knitters Private Limited under Liquidation

17th Sale Notice under the Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code, 2016

11,83,41,025/- 1,18,34,103/- 5,00,000/-

Registered Office- 77, 2nd Floor, Street No. 2, Block-B, Civil City, 
Shiv Durga Mandir, Haibowal Kalan, Ludhiana PB 141001

Address registered with IBBI
House No. 3698/1, First Floor, Sector 46-C, Chandigarh- 160047 Email - rkjain.ip@gmail.com

Asset/ Location/ Address Reserve 
Price (INR) 

EMD 
Amount (INR)

Incremental 
Bid Value INR

Building
Building admeasuring 16200 Sq. Ft. at Preet Vihar 
Unit, Tehsil Ludhiana West, District Ludhiana.    

Block
No.

Block 3
(One Lot)

S.
No.
2.

Punjab National Bank has also issued a separate Auction Notice for the Personal Guarantor’s share in the same 
newspaper today. To be declared as the Successful Bidder for the Corporate Debtor’s share as above, an 
Interested Bidder must bid for the Personal Guarantor’s share also as per the auction being conducted by PNB 
and must be declared as Successful Bidder simultaneously for both the shares i.e. the Corporate Debtor’s share 
(Building) as well as the Personal Guarantor’s share (plot) also.

Note: This Building admeasuring 16200 Sq. Ft. owned by the Corporate Debtor is built on plot measuring 900 
square yards. The plot is owned by Naresh Kumar Gupta, Shallu Gupta, Shambhu Nath Gupta and Amrit Bala 
and which is mortgaged with consortium of Punjab National Bank, State Bank of India, Bank of Baroda and 
Union Bank, led by Punjab National Bank, Large Corporate Branch, Ludhiana since the year 2010. 

1,20,52,650/- 12,05,265/- 1,00,000/-

Tribune News Service

Dharamsala, May 21
A convicted inmate lodged in
the Dharamsala district jail
died under suspicious cir-
cumstances on Wednesday
evening, prompting allega-
tions of foul play from his
family and a demand for a
magisterial inquiry.

The deceased, Vivek of
Khaniara in Dharamsala, was
serving a seven-year sen-
tence in a case registered
under the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and Sections
363 and 366 of the IPC.

Jail Superintendent Vikas
Bhatnagar said the incident
occurred around 5.34 pm
inside the barrack where
Vivek was lodged. Preliminary
findings suggest that he suf-
fered an electric shock after
allegedly coming into contact
with a live current while touch-
ing the iron mesh of a window,
possibly linked to a pedestal
fan installed in the cell.

“As soon as he screamed, jail
staff and nearby inmates
rushed to the spot. He had
become unconscious and was

immediately shifted to Zonal
Hospital, Dharamsala,” Bhat-
nagar said. He added that
CCTV cameras installed in the
jail had captured the sequence
of events and that the inmate
was taken out of the barrack
within a minute of the incident.

According to the Jail Superin-
tendent, Vivek was adminis-
tered treatment and CPR at the
Zonal Hospital before being
referred to Dr Rajendra Prasad
Government Medical College
and Hospital, Tanda, where doc-
tors declared him brought dead.

Rejecting allegations of vio-
lence inside the prison, Bhat-
nagar said no fight or alterca-
tion had taken place in the
barrack before the incident.
While maintaining that it
appeared to be an unfortu-
nate accident, he confirmed
that a magisterial inquiry

had been sought.
Kangra SP Ashok Ratan

said the family had
approached the police, rais-
ing questions over the delay
in informing them and the
treatment protocol followed
after the incident.

“Prima facie, the informa-
tion received points towards
electrocution, but the exact
cause of death will be ascer-
tained only after the post-
mortem examination and a
detailed inquiry,” he said.
Family members alleged that
they were informed about the
incident nearly two hours lat-
er and questioned the cir-
cumstances surrounding
Vivek’s death. The police
have initiated an investiga-
tion and said all concerns
raised by the family would
form part of the inquiry. 

POCSO convict dies in D’sala
dist jail; family alleges foul play

BARRACK SHOCK DEATH

■ Incident occurred inside
prison barrack on Wednes-
day evening around 5.34 pm

■ Preliminary findings sug-
gest possible electrocution
from iron window mesh
linked to pedestal fan

■ Jail authorities claim inmate,
serving a seven-year sen-
tence in a POCSO case, was
shifted to hospital within min-
utes after incident

■ CCTV reportedly captured the
event inside barrack

Woman’s death
after surgery sparks
stir at Arki hospital
Solan, May 21
A controversy broke out at
the Civil Hospital in Arki on
Thursday after a 44-year-old
woman allegedly died follow-
ing a stone surgery, prompt-
ing her family to accuse doc-
tors of negligence.

Seema of Chunari village
had been admitted to the hos-
pital on Wednesday for the
procedure. According to her
husband, Hansraj Gautam,
her condition deteriorated
during surgery and she was
referred to the IGMC-Shimla.
The family rushed her to
Shimla, but claimed doctors
there declared that she had
died nearly three hours earlier.

The deceased’s relatives
alleged that excessive blood loss
during surgery led to her death
and staged a protest outside the
hospital, demanding action
against the doctors concerned.
Block Medical Officer Dr Mukta
Rastogi said an inquiry commit-
tee had been constituted to inves-
tigate the matter and further
action would be taken based on
its findings. Health Minister
Dhani Ram Shandil triggered
another controversy with his
remark that “when people
don’t drink water they are
bound to die.” — TNS

Tribune News Service

Shimla, May 21
After witnessing heatwave
conditions over the past few
days, Himachal is set to expe-
rience widespread rainfall
and hailstorms from May 22
onwards, prompting the
State Meteorological Centre
to issue orange and yellow
weather warnings.

According to the centre, a
significant spell of rain and
hailstorms is likely on May
22 and 23. An orange alert
has been issued for Shimla,
Kullu, Kangra, Mandi and
Chamba districts on May 22,
warning of heavy thunder-
storms accompanied by hail,

lightning and gusty winds at
isolated places.

A yellow alert has also been
issued by the Meteorological
Centre for Solan, Una,
Bilaspur, Hamirpur and Sir-
maur districts for the same
day, with thunderstorms,
lightning and gusty winds
expected at isolated locations.

The Meteorological Centre
has forecast widespread
rainfall across the state till
May 23. Light to moderate
rain is likely to continue in
the middle and higher hills

on May 24, 25 and 26. Weath-
er conditions are expected to
remain dry across the state
from May 27 onwards.

Meanwhile, weather
remained largely dry across
Himachal during the past 24
hours, with Shimla, Solan,
Sirmaur, Bilaspur and Una
districts witnessing intense
heat. Minimum tempera-
tures at several stations
were 2°C to 7°C above nor-
mal, ranging between 6°C
and 27°C. Maximum tem-
peratures were also 4°C to

5°C above normal, ranging
between 22°C and 44°C.

Among major towns, max-
imum temperatures were
recorded at 30.5°C in Shim-
la, 36°C in Dharamsala,
28.6°C in Manali, 38.4°C in
Kangra, 38.8°C in Mandi,
36°C in Solan, 39.9°C in Sun-
dernagar, 25°C in Kufri,
26.5°C in Kalpa, 21°C in
Keylong, 38.7°C in Nahan,
35.1°C in Bhuntar and
34.7°C in Chamba.

Una was the hottest place
in the state, recording a
maximum temperature of
44.3°C, while Kukumseri in
Lahaul and Spiti remained
the coldest with a minimum
temperature of 6.2°C. 

Orange alert as rain, hailstorm set to lash state
Relief from heatwave likely from today; thunderstorms,

lightning and gusty winds forecast across several districts

Subhash Rajta

Tribune News Service

Shimla, May 21
Many individuals and fami-
lies living in rented accom-
modations across Himachal
Pradesh have received
unusually high electricity
bills this May after the state
government restricted power
subsidies to only two electric-
ity meters linked to a single
ration card. The move has
particularly affected tenants,
who are now being billed at
full tariff rates while land-
lords continue to avail subsi-
dies on the meters used by
their own households.

Under the existing subsidy
scheme for domestic con-
sumers, households con-
suming up to 125 units per
month are exempt from pay-
ing electricity charges. Con-
sumers crossing the 125-
unit mark, however, receive
subsidies on two consump-
tion slabs — 0 to 125 units
and 125 to 300 units. In the
first slab, the government
provides a subsidy of Rs 3.37
per unit against the full tar-

iff of Rs 5.44 per unit. For
consumption between 125
and 300 units, the subsidy is
Rs 1.72 per unit against the
tariff of Rs 5.89 per unit. No
subsidy is available for con-
sumption beyond 300 units.

HPSEBL Managing Direc-
tor Aditya Negi said the sub-

sidy was not being extended
beyond two meters linked to a
ration card and billing on
additional meters was being
done according to the tariff
approved by the Himachal
Pradesh Electricity Regulato-
ry Commission.

Officials in the electricity

board admitted that the
impact of the decision could
be substantial for many con-
sumers. An official said that a
household consuming
around 600 units a month
could see its bill rise by near-
ly Rs 700 due to the with-
drawal of subsidies.

Meanwhile, the recent KYC
exercise conducted by the
Himachal Pradesh State
Electricity Board Limited has
also triggered widespread
complaints. Several con-
sumers alleged that incorrect
meter details had been linked
to their names, resulting in
bills being issued for meters
they do not own.

Negi acknowledged that
complaints regarding faulty
KYC data were being
received and advised con-
sumers to approach subdivi-
sion offices or use the depart-
ment’s website for
corrections. Field officials,
however, claimed that errors
occurred because staff were
not given adequate time to
complete the verification
exercise properly.

Power subsidy curbs burn
a hole in tenants’ pockets

■ The government’s decision
to cap electricity subsidies
at two meters per ration
card is expected to hit ten-
ants the hardest, especially
in urban areas where multi-
ple rented units operate
under one property owner

■ Since landlords are likely
to retain subsidy benefits
for their own connections,
tenants are being pushed
into higher billing slabs
without relief. The issue
has also exposed flaws in
the recent KYC verification
drive, with consumers
reporting incorrect meter

tagging and inflated bills
■ Power board officials con-

cede that hurried imple-
mentation of the exercise
may have led to data-entry
errors, adding to consumer
distress already caused by
rising electricity expenses

Restriction of electricity subsidy to two meters per ration
card increases financial burden on families in rented homes

HIDDEN COST OF THE NEW RULE

11-year-old’s body
recovered from
Yamuna, probe on
Our Correspondent

Nahan, May 21
The body of an 11-year-old
girl was recovered from the
Yamuna river in Paonta
Sahib late on Wednesday
night, prompting the police to
launch an investigation into
the circumstances surround-
ing her death.

According to information, the
girl was a resident of Bangala
Colony in Ward No. 9 of Paonta
Sahib. Her family said she had
gone missing from home
around 5 pm. After searching
for her for several hours with-
out success, they informed the
police. Police teams subse-
quently launched a search
operation in the surrounding
areas, including along the
Yamuna river. During the oper-
ation, the girl’s body was recov-
ered from the river.

The body has been sent to Dr
YS Parmar Government Med-
ical College, Nahan, for post-
mortem examination and
forensic analysis. Police said
the investigation is being car-
ried out from all possible
angles. The family has
demanded a detailed inquiry
into the incident. Local resi-
dents and relatives also submit-
ted a memorandum to the
SDM, Paonta Sahib, seeking a
fair and impartial investigation.

Confirming the incident, SP
Nishchint Singh Negi said no
visible injury marks or signs
of foul play had been found on
the body so far. He said the
police had registered a case
and were examining CCTV
footage from nearby areas as
part of the investigation.

Police officials added that,
besides the postmortem
examination, X-ray imaging
of the body was also being
conducted to ensure that all
aspects of the case are thor-
oughly examined. — OC
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