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House fire
HISAR: A fire broke out at 
the residence of former 
Haryana minister Kamal 
Gupta on Balsamand 
Road, Hisar, on Sunday 
afternoon, officials said 
on Monday. The blaze 
reportedly originated in 
the drawing room on the 
first floor of the house, 
with a short circuit sus-
pected to be the cause, 
though an investigation 
is underway. At the time 
of the incident, Gupta, 
his wife, and his mother 
were inside the house 
but in another room. He 
stated that they noticed 
smoke and flames around 
4 PM, after which they 
immediately evacuated 
the premises. In a swift 
response, Gupta man-
aged to safely escort his 
wife and mother out of 
the house via a neigh-
bor’s rooftop, ensuring 
everyone’s safety. Two 
fire tenders were rushed 
to the spot and brought 
the blaze under control 
after nearly 30 minutes 
of effort. While no casu-
alties were reported, the 
fire caused significant 
damage to furniture and 
other belongings in the 
drawing room.

“The daily assault of FUEL 
LOOT is not over yet!”

Mallikarjun Kharge 
Congress President

Cyber fraud 
scam
THANE:  A 70-year-old 
resident of Thane has 
allegedly been cheated 
of Rs 40.5 lakh by cyber 
fraudsters who posed 
as police officials and 
threatened him with 
arrest in a fabricated 
terror funding case. 
The victim, a former 
businessman from the 
Majiwada area, was tar-
geted between April 9 
and April 28, 2025.

According to police, 
three accused—Ram 
Rakhan Gaikwad, Prem 
Kumar Gautam, and 
Rakesh Agarwal—con-
tacted the victim and 
introduced themselves 
as law enforcement 
officers. They alleg-
edly instructed him to 
download a messag-
ing application called 
“Signal” and communi-
cated with him through 
video calls.

The fraudsters 
falsely claimed that the 
Anti-Terrorism Squad 
in Lucknow had reg-
istered a case against 
him and that suspi-
cious money had been 
linked to his bank 
account. They further 
warned him of a pend-
ing arrest warrant and 
asked him to cooperate 
in a fake RBI verifica-
tion process. Fearing 

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

AGRA: Marco Rubio, along with his wife 
Jeanette Rubio, visited the Taj Mahal in 
Agra on a hot Monday morning during 
his four-day official visit to India. The 
US Secretary of State, accompanied by 
US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor, 
arrived at Kheria airport around 10 AM 
in a special aircraft and proceeded by 
road to a hotel near the eastern gate of 
the Taj Mahal before reaching the mon-
ument via golf cart under tight security 
arrangements. Rubio spent approxi-
mately one hour at the 17th-century 
marble mausoleum, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, admiring its architecture 

and historical significance. He later 
signed the visitors’ book, describing 
the Taj Mahal as “one of the love trea-
sures of the world.” The US Ambassa-
dor also joined him for photographs at 
the monument complex. Security was 
significantly heightened during the 
visit due to the high-profile nature of 
the delegation. Tourists already pres-
ent inside the Taj Mahal were tempo-
rarily asked to exit the premises as part 
of security protocols, officials said. The 
visit proceeded smoothly under close 
coordination between local administra-
tion and security agencies.

RUBIO’S VISIT TO TAJ MAHAL WITH WIFE
Marco Rubio and wife admire Taj Mahal
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IMPHAL: The Director 
General of Police (DGP) 
of Manipur, Rajiv Singh, 
on Monday stated that 
extensive action has 
been taken to curb mis-
information and main-
tain public order in 
the state following the 
ethnic violence that 
erupted in May 2023. 
He informed that since 
June 1, 2023, a total of 
5,406 sensitive, violent, 
and communal posts on 
social media have been 
identified, out of which 
around 3,200 posts have 
been removed in coor-
dination with the state 
IT Department and the 
Ministry of Electron-
ics and Information 
Technology (MeitY). 
In addition, 187 pages 
and accounts have been 
blocked for spreading 
content that could dis-
turb peace and commu-
nal harmony.

The DGP made 
these remarks during 
a programme at the 1st 
Manipur Rifles Ground 
in Imphal, where Chief 
Minister Y. Khemchand 
Singh flagged off 477 
newly inducted police 
vehicles, including 
armoured cars and 
two-wheelers. He said 
that the police have 
strengthened their 
social media outreach to 
counter fake news and 

misinformation, with 
the official Facebook 
page reaching around 
79,000 followers and 
X (formerly Twitter) 
reaching 27,000 fol-
lowers. Speaking about 
the challenges faced 
since assuming charge 
in June 2023, Rajiv 
Singh said the state was 
going through one of 
its most difficult phases 
due to ethnic clashes 
between communities 
in the hills and valley. 
He noted that a com-
prehensive moderniza-
tion plan for the police 
force was prepared and 
later approved, with the 

Union Ministry of Home 
Affairs sanctioning 
₹196.61 crore in October 
2025 for strengthening 
security infrastructure, 
mobility, forensics, com-
munication systems, 
and smart policing ini-
tiatives.

He added that the 
newly inducted vehicles 
would enhance mobil-
ity, response time, and 

operational efficiency 
across both hill and 
valley districts. As part 
of distribution, 54% 
of the vehicles will be 
deployed in hill dis-
tricts, while the rest will 
support valley regions 
and technical units. 
Highlighting capacity
-building measures, he 
said the Manipur Police 
signed an MoU with the 
National Security Guard 
in June 2025 for special-
ized training. 

‘3,000 hate posts removed 
in Manipur post-violence’ 

Manipur DGP Rajiv Singh has stated that around 3,000 hate  
posts have been taken down from social media.

HIGHLIGHT

z He appealed to the 
people of Manipur to 
cooperate with police 
personnel.


