Don opposes Russia taking
custody of Iranuranium

Deals leaves disputes unresolved as critics fear Iran could emerge emboldened

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump on
Wednesday said he “wonldn't be
comfintable” with either Russia or
Chilnen talimeg Tramn's stock .

pile of highly enrict
uramium.

The two countries have
the ciosest relations with
Telhran, amd nuelear ans-
Lysts have said they could
be & petential scceptable

strikes last year, woald either be
turred awer in the T or “destboyesd
| place ox; at anather acceplable ko-
cation. with the Atomic Energy
Commuission. or its equivalent, be-

ing witniess in this process
i ard event,”

The comunent signals a
softening of Trump's pre-
vious insistence that the
US take control of [rans
wranium stockplle.

olid conflict that's spurred unease
acenas the glolsal eormmy
Speaking af the start of a Cabinet
meeting, Tramp expressed confi-
dence that a deal is near, Owver the
weekend, he even declarsd thae his
administration and Tehran had
“largely negoliated” a settbement,
though the talks are still in fux.
The president s Ioaking fior a set-
tlement that will reopen the Stralt
al' Hormee and provide him with a
eredibleargpument that ran's nacke-

third party tathe Imnian Republic llrrml -::L‘mmm ar capahility has been diminished
to ke possession of the enriched encugh o declare victory, winding
uranium as part of a potentldeal.  Tromp ssered on Wednesday that down 2 conflict that®s been paliti

Trump, in a Truth Social post on
Monday, had said that the uranium,
which I3 belbeved to be burled under
nuclear sites battered by US air-

Iran says return to
war with United
States is unlikely

TEHRAN

IRAM on Wednesday said a retuwrn to war with the Unit-
ed States was unlikely as growing hopes for a peace deal
that would renpen the cracial Strait of Hormuoz trade
route sent ofl prices tumbling.

With Mghting paised sinos an April B oeaseline, nego-
tations to bring an snd to the conflict and resume trude
through the Moeckaded waterway have stalled, leaving
the global economy shaken by the tummlt

“The possibility of war is low becauseof (he ememy’s
weakness, the armed forces are Lving in wadt with full
magazines, ™ said senior Ieaninn Revolutionary Guards
nfficial Mohammad Akbarzadeh,

The West Asin war erupted in lafe February with 175
Bereli strikes on lran, spreading swiflly scross multiple
fromis and engulfing the region.

Bt bopes of an imminent deal o aeodd further Bios-
tilithes sent bemchmark ofl contracts falling more than
five percent on Wednesday. A day earlier [ran accused
the US of breaching the ceasefire, and warned it was
prepared to retaliate following the most serious strikes
Sinoe the traes ook efTec.

The US military said i laanclesd “sell-delence sirikes™
Largeting Iranian missile siies and mine-laving boats
overnight Monday 1o Tuesday

Akbharzadeh warned Tran®s military would turn its
coastline into o “graveyard for aggressors”, Tosnim re-
ported. Tehran's intelligenee ministry, meanwhils,
siaid the US and lsrae] wers still seeking bo overthrow
the [slamic republic and partition Iran, clting evi-
dence of efforts 1o foiment division and carry oul sab-
olage missbomns. AFP

[ran is “mepobiating on Moomes” sl
imsisted that November's midierm
elestions won't make him rash into
adeal toend the nearly three-month-

wally uwnpopular for Hepublicans.
Trumpalso risks nding that clo-

sare o fila waral choboe conmes with

an unsatisfactory ending. AFF AP
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Palestinians gaiher 16 peiform masmiag prayer
maiking the starl of Eid 2l-hdha, in Khan Yunis in

the southern Gaza Stip | e
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‘Hamas armed
wing commander
killed in Gaza’

JERUSALEM
———

Esrwal sadd on Wednesday it had killed the
e head of Hames's armed wing in Gaza,
Maohammesd Odeh, after killing his preds
eesaor ear ler (hls month despite an ongs-
Int ceaselire. Slnce Hamas's October 2023
artack, lsrael has sysiematically targeted
the groups leaders, both in Gaza and
nernss the region, Cdeh is the fourth hend
off the Bzzedine Al-Gassum Brigades that
Il saws it has Killed since the start of
the Gaza war

In a joint staiement, the Israsli mill-
tary and the Shin Bet domestic security
agency eonflrmed Odeh died on Tuesday,
saying he had been appointed head of the
brigades after the May 15 killing of Ez-
zedine al-Haddnd, Hamas nlseconfirmed
the death of “the Grost Qassam Com
mander, the Martyr Mobhamased Ocdeh™,
who was Killed along with his wife and
twio children in an [sraell air strike on a
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