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A 55-year-old woman died on Saturday night 
after being hit by a two-wheeler near the 
Kallagam Toll Plaza in Tiruchy district of Tamil 
Nadu. Deceased was identified as R Sasikala

WOMAN 
KILLED

T’gana launches ‘war-like’ 
paddy procurement drive
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

AMID mounting arrivals, la-
bour shortages, heatwave con-
ditions and unseasonal rains 
threatening stocks at procure-
ment centres, Civil Supplies 
Minister N Uttam Kumar Red-
dy on Saturday announced a 
“war-like” 10-day special opera-
tion to accelerate paddy pur-
chase operations across 
Telangana. 

Addressing a high-level video 
conference with district collec-
tors, attended by Deputy Chief  
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka and ministers Thum-
mala Nageswara Rao, Ponnam 
Prabhakar, Jupally Krishna 
Rao and Adluri Laxman Ku-
mar, Uttam directed officials to 
complete procurement opera-
tions within the next 10 days 
through intensive field-level ac-
tion. The minister said Telan-
gana recorded an estimated 
140.81 lakh metric tonnes (LMT) 

of  paddy production during the 
current Rabi season from a 
record 65.91 lakh acres under 
cultivation. Total arrivals at 
procurement centres are ex-
pected to touch 70-75 LMT.

“This is not a routine pro-
curement exercise. This is a 
Statewide mission to protect 
farmers under extremely diffi-
cult conditions,” Uttam said, 
assuring tillers that every grain 
brought to procurement cen-
tres, including rain-drenched 
paddy, would be purchased.

He stated that while the Un-
ion government announces 

Minimum Support Price (MSP), 
its procurement support to Te-
langana remained limited to 
around 52 LMT, forcing the 
state government to undertake 
additional procurement on its 
own.

As of  May 23, procurement 
centres had received 58.79 LMT 
of  paddy, of  which 50.01 LMT 
had already been procured. 
Nearly 85% of  arrivals had 
been cleared, while the remain-
ing 8.78 LMT would be cleared 
within 72 hours, he said. An-
other 16 LMT is expected from 
late-harvest districts over the 
next 10 days.

The minister said the Civil 
Supplies department was func-
tioning in mission mode with a 
daily procurement target of  3 
LMT. The State government 
has already released `8,749.82 
crore towards MSP payments 
to farmers.

Uttam also highlighted oper-
ational challenges faced during 
the procurement season.

State produces 140.81 lakh tonnes of paddy during Rabi season

`1,800 cr more for purchase of maize
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

WITH the Centre yet to re-
spond to its repeated requests 
to procure maize, jowar and 
sunflower, the Telangana gov-
ernment has decided to in-
crease its purchase target to 
protect farmers from distress 
sales and announced enhanced 
fund allocation for the 
purpose. 

Chief  Minister A Revanth 
Reddy has approved this move 
along with an additional allo-
cation of  `1,867.77 crore, tak-
ing the total allocation for 
maize procurement to ̀ 6,040.71 
crore.

In a statement issued here 
on Sunday, Agriculture Minis-
ter Thummala Nageswara Rao 
said that maize cultivation had 
increased significantly during 
the Rabi 2025-26 season, push-
ing total production to 42.87 
lakh metric tonnes (LMT) in 
the State. 

“To ensure farmers receive 
the minimum support price 
(MSP), the government had al-
ready extended a guarantee of  
`4,172.94 crore and has now ap-
proved an additional bank 
guarantee for procurement of  

another 6.53 LMT of  maize,” 
he said.

It may be mentioned here 
that Nageswara Rao recently 
met Union Agriculture Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
and urged the Centre to in-
crease crop procurement quo-
ta for the state. 

During their meeting, he 
highlighted the challenges be-
ing faced by farmers in the 
State, including poor market 
prices, financial distress and 
procurement issues.

‘Oppn enacting political 
dramas’
In his press statement, Nag-
eswara Rao said that 354 pro-
curement centres had been es-
tablished across the State and 
that 12.85 LMT of  maize had 
already been procured from 
2.33 lakh farmers. 

He pointed out that the pre-
vious BRS government spent 
only ̀ 5,063 crore on maize pro-
curement over 10 years, while 
the present government was 

spending nearly ̀ 6,000 crore in 
a single season. Taking a swipe 
at opposition leaders, Nag-
eswara Rao said some politi-
cians were merely engaging in 
“political drama” by visiting 
farmers, while the Congress 
government was actually pro-
curing produce at remunera-
tive prices and supporting 
farming families.

On hybrid jowar procure-
ment, the minister said the 
State government was under-
taking procurement opera-

tions involving expenditure of  
over `1,100 crore. Jowar culti-
vation currently covers 4.03 
lakh acres in Telangana, with 
estimated production of  4.03 
LMT. Officials have been di-
rected to complete district-
wise  ar rang ements  for 
procurement.

The minister said that the 
p r e v i o u s  g o v e r n m e n t  
spent only `374 crore on jowar 
procurement over 10 years, 
while the present government 
procured jowar worth nearly 
`800 crore during the last 
season.

Regarding sunflower pro-
curement, Nageswara Rao 
said: “The Centre permits pro-
curement of  only up to 25% 
produced in the State. But the 
State government has decided 
to purchase beyond this limit 
in farmers’ interests. While 
the MSP for sunflower stands 
at `7,721 per quintal, the mar-
ket price had fallen to around 
`5,376, causing heavy losses to 
farmers.”

“Apart from proposals sent 
to the Centre, the State govern-
ment also decided to procure 
an additional 10,175 MT of  
sunflower through the State 
pool,” he added.

NINE WOMEN AND A MAN MEET WATERY GRAVE AT BHATKAL ESTUARY
S U B H A S H  C H A N D R A  N S 
@ Shirali Thattehakklu (Uttara Kannada)

IN a shocking incident, ten per-
sons, nine of  them women, met 
a watery grave when they were 
collecting bivalves at the 
Venkatapura river estuary at 
Shirali Tattehakklu at Padu-
shirali of  Bhatkal taluk on 
Sunday morning.

In what is considered to be 
one of  the biggest tragedies in 
recent history, 13 persons -- 11 

women and two men -- had en-
tered the estuary at Shirali Tat-
tehakklu when they were 
washed away by rising waters. 

They had not heeded the Met 
department warning issued on 
Saturday against venturing 
into the  sea. 

Local residents said the sea 
was in low tide after continu-
ous rain throughout the night. 
When the water level rose and 
the victims started screaming, 
fishermen jumped into the sea 

and pulled out 11 persons. But 
eight of  them were already 
dead, while two were in serious 
condition. 

“The incident occurred at 10 
am,” Uttara Kannada Superin-
tendent of  Police MN Deepan 
told The New Indian Express.

The deceased were identified 
as Lakshmi Madhev Naik (38), 
Lakshmi Mahadev Naik, Lak-
shmi Shivaram Naik, Mastam-
ma Manjunath Naik (43), Lak-
shmi Anappa Naik (44), Jyothi 

Nagappa Naik (37), Malathi 
Jatappa Naik (38) and Umesh 
Manjunath Naik (44). 

The bodies of  Nagar-
atna Parameshwar 
Naik and Manjamma 
Govida Naik were re-
covered in the evening. 
Madhev Veerappa Naik 
is still missing, 

Two seriously injured -- Na-
garatna Eshwar Naik and Mad-
hevi Naik -- have been shifted to 
Manipal Hospital.

All related to each other
The police said that all the 13 

involved in the incident 
were related and hailed 
from Sharadahole Padu-
shirali. When the level 
started rising, local res-
idents called out to them 

to come out of the wa-
ters, but they could not.

Mystery to villagers
The local villagers and fisher-
men were not sure what 

happened. 
“If  there is a rise in water 

level, it will not be sudden. 
Since the deceased were experi-
enced, they would have under-
stood the situation and would 
be cautious,” they added. 

Those who drowned may not 
have known the depth of  water 
and anticipated the increase in 
water levels, they said. 

Venkatapura is a rivulet that 
takes birth in Bhatkal taluk 
and joins the sea after travers-

ing 100 km. It merges with the 
Arabian Sea at Shirali near 
Bhatkal.

Bivalve and women
Normally, it is the women who 
collect bivalves or black clams 
that are in great demand for 
their nutritional value. 

It is common to see women 
getting into shallow waters of  
the estuary and collecting bi-
valves. Tattehakklu estuary is 
rich in bivalves. 

The State government has already extended a guarantee of  
`4,172.94 crore, and now approved an additional bank  
guarantee for procurement of another 6.53 LMT of maize

Thummala Nageswara Rao, Minister of Agriculture

S U B A S H I N I  V I J A Y A K U M A R 
@ Chennai

A total of  48 students, includ-
ing 18 girls, from schools under 
the State tribal welfare depart-
ment have secured admission 
to the Indian Institute of  Tour-
ism and Travel Management 
(IITTM) after clearing the insti-
tute’s entrance examination 
this year.

The IITTM, functioning un-
der the Union Ministry of  Tour-
ism, is one of  India’s premier 
institutions specialising in 
tourism, travel, hospitality, des-
tination management and al-
lied sectors. 

The students will pursue a 
three-year BBA programme in 
tourism and travel at the IITTM 
campus in Noida,  Uttar 
Pradesh, with the State govern-
ment bearing all study expens-
es. Officials said that while 11 
tribal students joined the insti-

tute last year, the number has
significantly gone up this year 
— the highest so far — thanks 
to focused outreach and train-
ing initiatives. 

“One of  the major challenges 
in sending tribal students to 
premier institutions is the re-
luctance of  parents to allow 
their children to study far away 
from their native places,” offi-
cials said. 

To address this, the depart-
ment held zonal-level counsel-
ling sessions for parents to ex-
plain the career opportunities
available through these courses 
and the support that will be 
provided to students. 

The department also organ-
ised a special training camp at 
the Eklavya Model Residential 
Higher Secondary School 
(EMRS), Kancheepuram dis-
trict, to help students improve 
their soft skills and prepare for 
the personal interview.

48 TN tribal students  
get admission in IITTM Four die, 50 fall ill 

after attending feast; 
diarrhoea suspected
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Rourkela/Jharsuguda

AT least four persons died and over 50 oth-
ers have taken ill after partaking in a post-
death ritual feast at Nuadihi village under 
Hemgir police limits of  Sundargarh dis-
trict, which was held on Thursday.

While food poisoning is suspected to be 
the primary cause of  the mass illness, a 
cholera outbreak has not been ruled out as 
the host of  the feast had reportedly been 
suffering from a diarrhoeal infection prior 
to the incident. 

Stool samples of  the affected villagers 
are being collected to ascertain the exact 
cause of  the disease. While two of  the de-
ceased belonged to Nuadihi village, two 
others were from Sunakhaen village under 
Lakhanpur block of  Jharsuguda district. 

Four persons from Sunakhen have also 
been admitted to the hospital with symp-
toms of  severe diarrhoea and vomiting.

Youth suffers burns while taking selfies atop rail wagon
S U D A R S A N  M A H A R A N A 
@ Bhubaneswar

THE craze for taking danger-
ous selfies almost claimed the 
life of  a 19-year-old youth, who 
suffered severe burn injuries 
from the high-voltage overhead 
electric (OHE) wire atop a sta-
tionary rail wagon at Man-

cheswar railway station on 
Sunday.

The victim Rajesh Dashore is 
a native of  Rajasthan and had 
come to Bhubaneswar for skill 
development training at Man-
cheswar industrial estate. 

After arriving at the Man-
cheswar railway station in the 
early hours, Dashore climbed 

atop a loaded wagon standing 
on track no-07 to click selfies 
and make reels for social media 
during which he came danger-
ously close to the high-voltage 
wire. 

He suffered serious burn in-
juries from electric shock and 
fell down beside the track. On-
duty railway protection force 

(RPF) personnel immediately 
rescued Dashore and shifted 
him by ambulance to a railway 
hospita l  for  emerg ency 
treatment. 

After preliminary medical 
care, he was referred to SCB 
Medical College and Hospital at 
Cuttack, government railway 
police officials said.

A D V E R S E  I M P A C T

Mushrooming data centres add to heat island effect
K A L Y A N I  W A R R I E R  @Bengaluru

AN increasing number of  data 
centres is aggravating the “heat 
island” effect in Bengaluru, which 
is commonly experiencing heavy 
thunderstorms and hailstorms 
due to it. 

Experts have sought regulated 
use of  artificial intelligence (AI) 
data centres to avoid such phe-
nomena, and urged the State gov-
ernment to help spread awareness 
about the adverse impacts of  
mushrooming data centres in the 
city. 

Besides further contributing to 
the “heat island” effect, these cen-
tres add to noise pollution, air pol-
lution, water wastage and increase 
the cost for home energy users.

Experts have red-flagged mas-
sive consumption of  water by the 
increasing number of  AI data cen-

tres, with Bengaluru already host-
ing 31 data centres, while two are 
under construction, as per the De-
partment of  Electronics, IT, BT 
and S&T, Karnataka. Beyond Ben-
g a l u r u ,  t h e r e  i s  o n e  i n 
Mangaluru.

Natural resources are required 
for cooling and heating the 
systems that assist smooth 
functioning of  AI data 
centres. According to glo-
bal statistics, around 25 
million litres of  water per 
megawatt on average is 
consumed every year by AI 
data centres. Besides, they also 
use high amounts of  electricity 
constantly that deplete natural re-
s o u r c e s ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e 
environment.

Akshay Heblikar, Director, Eco-
Watch, said AI data centres re-
quire 24x7 supply of  electricity 

and water to cool the systems. 
Though 10% of  electronic waste 

produced by these data centres 
can be recycled, it takes more nat-
ural resources to treat them for 
further use. He urged the govern-
ment to spread awareness about 
these issues and enact a policy 

where only certain sectors 
that absolutely require AI 
be allowed to use them.

Mithun Hanumesh, 
Head of  the Centre of  Ex-
cellence in Nature-Based 

Solutions at Alliance Uni-
versity, said Bengaluru’s rap-

idly growing data centre ecosys-
tem is adding pressure on an 
already water-stressed city. 

Citing recent estimates and in-
dustry studies, he noted that data 
centres may collectively consume 
up to 20 million litres of  water per 
day for cooling and associated op-

erations, depending on their size, 
cooling technology, climatic condi-
tions and energy demand. 

He observed that many modern 
data centres are increasingly be-
ing located in coastal regions, 
colder climates and areas with ac-
cess to renewable energy to im-
prove cooling efficiency and man-
age significant heat generated by 
these centres.

An AI expert told TNIE that en-
vironmental impacts should be 
considered as AI includes generat-
ing fast outputs to prompts, image 
rendering, decision-making, voice 
enhancement and so on. 

Batteries, servers and satellites 
that require apt outer space infra-
structure (scrap waste) that help 
power these data centres are non-
biodegradable material which 
have an extinction period and 
should be discarded after use.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

IN a major cyber fraud case, a 
74-year-old retired teacher was 
allegedly kept under “digital 
arrest” for nearly four months 
and cheated of  `24 crore. The 
State Cyber Command Unit ar-
rested six accused from differ-
ent States. The massive fraud 
came to light due to the timely 
alertness of  a private bank 
manager, which not only pre-
vented the woman from losing 
more money but also exposed 
the large-scale cyber scam. 

The accused are N Sivagnan-
am from Tamil Nadu; Akkach 
Mallick from Mumbai; Palak 
Bhai Patel and Amit Narendra 
Patel from Ahmedabad; Om 
Prakash Rajput from New Del-
hi; and Gaurav Kumar from 
Bihar. 

The victim, Lakshmi Rama-
murthy, is a resident of  Shiva-
jinagar. The accused used the 
“digital arrest” tactic by posing 
as senior officials from the CBI. 
They falsely claimed that she 
was involved in an illegal mon-
ey laundering case and kept 
her under surveillance. Fear-
ing legal action, Lakshmi trans-
ferred `24 crore to fraudsters. 

Retired teacher 
loses `24 crore 
in ‘digital arrest’;  
six arrested


