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z Preparations 
reviewed to identify 
gaps and ensure timely 
action.

z Student protection 
and exam integrity are 
top priority.
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Not defending civil 
society judiciary’s 

biggest failure.  
Indira Jaising            

senior advocate

HIGHLIGHT

z PIL seeks AAP 
deregistration for 
leaders’ court boycott.

z Disqualification only 
if they contest future 
polls.

HC dismisses PIL 
to deregister AAP
Court said the petition by Satish Kumar Aggarwal was bereft of any merit and 

his contention was “too far-fetched, highly misconceived and misplaced”.
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Wednes-
day dismissed a PIL 
seeking a direction to 
the Election Commission 
to deregister the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) and 
disqualify its chief Arvind 
Kejriwal and other lead-
ers from contesting elec-
tions for boycotting HC 
proceedings in the liquor 
policy case.

A bench of Chief 
Justice D K Upadhyaya 
and Justice Tejas Karia 
said the petition by Sat-
ish Kumar Aggarwal 
was bereft of any merit 
and his contention was 
“too far-fetched, highly 
misconceived and mis-
placed”.

According to the public 
interest litigation (PIL), 
AAP was liable to be 
deregistered in terms of 
Section 29A(5) of the Rep-
resentation of the People 
Act on account of its offi-
cer bearers and members 
-- Kerjiwal, Manish Siso-
dia and Durgesh Pathak-- 
boycotting the pro-

ceedings before Justice 
Swarana Kanta Sharma in 
the liquor policy case.

The counsel for the 
petitioner contended 
that while Section 29A(5) 
mandates a political 
party to “bear true faith 
and allegiance to the 
Constitution”, Kerjiwal, 
Sisodia and Pathak failed 
to adhere to the consti-
tutional principles when 
they “scandalised and 
politicised the entire sys-
tem” in the liquor policy 
case.

“There is nothing on 
record to establish that 
the Respondent no. 3 
(AAP) has admitted that 
it has no faith in the Con-
stitution or the principles 
of secularism, socialism 

or democracy,” the high 
court said.

The court stated that 
the Election Commission 
does not have the power 
to deregister a political 
party, and contempt of 
court proceedings have 
already been initiated 
against the politicians for 
their conduct.

The high court also 
ruled the petitioner’s 
contention that Kejriwal 
and others ought to be 
disqualified for their lack 
of allegiance to the con-
stitutional provision was 
“absolutely baseless”.

It added that the issue 
of their disqualification 
from contesting polls 
would arise only when 
there are any upcoming 

elections and the three 
politicians decide to con-
test in them.

The court noted that it 
was not the petitioner’s 
case that AAP obtained 
its registration through 
fraud or that the political 
party had intimated to 
the Election Commission 
that it no longer had alle-
giance to the Constitu-
tion.

“The petition is bereft 
of any merit, which is 
resultantly dismissed,” it 
concluded.

On February 27, the 
trial court discharged 
Kejriwal, Sisodia and 21 
others in the liquor policy 
case, as it ruled that the 
case was wholly unable to 
survive judicial scrutiny 
and stood discredited in 
its entirety.

‘Factually 
incorrect’
NEW DELHI: The Central 
Board of Secondary Edu-
cation (CBSE) on Wednes-
day dismissed as “fac-
tually incorrect” claims 
circulating in sections of 
the media that answer 
books under its On-Screen 
Marking (OSM) system 
were not scanned prop-
erly due to inadequate 
preparation and paucity 
of time.

In a post on X, the 
Board said every stage of 
the OSM system, including 
scanning, quality checks, 
marking and evaluation, 
was undertaken according 
to established procedures 
and under constant super-
vision. “A claim is circulat-
ing in the media that the 
scanning of answer books 
under OSM was not car-
ried out properly due to 
inadequate preparation 
and paucity of time. This 
claim is factually incor-
rect,” the Board said.

“CBSE is a responsible 
national institution com-
mitted to ensuring fair-
ness, transparency and 
integrity in the examina-
tion and evaluation pro-
cess,” it added.

The Board also urged 
students and parents 
to rely only on official 
sources for verified infor-
mation.

Pradhan reviews 
NEET-UG re-exam 
security
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Ordered strict action 
on fake Telegram 
channels spreading 
exam misinforma-
tion.

NEW DELHI: Union Edu-
cation Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan chaired 
a high-level meeting 
with central security 
and intelligence agen-
cies on Wednesday to 
review preparations for 
the upcoming NEET-UG 
re-examination, officials 
said.

He directed strict 
action against fake Tele-
gram channels spreading 
misinformation related 
to the medical-entrance 
exam.

The minister stressed 
the need for heightened 
vigilance and foolproof 
security arrangements 
to ensure the safe, 
secure and fair conduct 
of the National Eligibil-
ity-cum-Entrance Test 
(Undergraduate), accord-
ing to officials.

Senior officials from 
the Ministry of Education 
and the director general 
of the National Testing 
Agency (NTA) were also 
present at the meeting, 
where preparations were 
reviewed in detail to 
identify vulnerabilities 
in advance and ensure 
timely preventive and 
corrective measures.

At a parallel meeting 
with representatives of 
major social media plat-
forms -- Meta, Google and 
Telegram -- serious con-
cerns were raised over 
the growing spread of 
misinformation related 
to competitive exami-
nations, particularly 
through Telegram chan-

nels and anonymous 
online groups, the offi-
cials said.

They said several such 
channels become highly 
active in the run-up to 
major examinations, cir-
culating fake paper-leak 
claims, clickbait content 
and unverified informa-
tion that create panic and 
confusion among stu-
dents and parents.

“It was highlighted that 
many such links redirect 
users to automated bots 
and fake groups designed 
to amplify misinforma-
tion,” an official said.

According to inputs 
shared by intelligence 
agencies, multiple sus-
picious channels are 
being operated through 
a limited set of phone 
numbers, indicating coor-
dinated and organised 
activity.

Taking strong note 
of the issue, Pradhan 
directed a focussed crack-
down on such networks, 
including proactive iden-
tification, blocking and 
takedown of channels 
spreading fake informa-
tion and propaganda 
before examinations.
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PASSENGER DEMAND
Indian Railways Introduces New Summer Special 

Train, Extends Patna–Khurda Services
BHUBANESWAR:   To meet the surge in 
passenger demand during the summer 
season, Indian Railways has extended 
its weekly Summer Special train ser-
vices between Patna Junction and 
Khurda Road, while also introducing 
a new weekly service between Viran-
gana Lakshmibai Jhansi and Khurda 
Road.

Train No. 03230 (Patna–Khurda 
Road) will now run till June 25, 2026, 
and Train No. 03229 (Khurda Road–
Patna) till June 26, 2026, with no 
changes in timings, stoppages, or 
coach composition.

In addition, a new weekly Sum-
mer Special (01929/01930) has been 

launched to enhance connectivity. 
Train No. 01929 will depart from 
Virangana Lakshmibai Jhansi every 
Friday at 04:55 hrs and reach Khurda 
Road on Saturday at 19:30 hrs. In the 
return direction, Train No. 01930 will 
leave Khurda Road every Sunday at 
00:35 hrs and arrive at Jhansi on Mon-
day at 11:15 hrs.


