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ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN’S Field Marshal 
Asim Munir departed on Fri-
day for an official visit to Te-
hran in an effort to get the US 
and Iran reach a deal to end  
the conflict. 

Munir’s second visit to Te-
hran in little more than a 
month comes after progress 
was reported in talks held by 
Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi, who has been in Iran 
since Wednesday, with high-
ranking members of  Iranian 
leadership, including twice 
with Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi, sources said.

Munir’s visit signals a final 
push by Pakistan to try to get a 
deal, Axios reported. “Munir 
has left today for an official vis-
it where he will have meetings 
with Iranian leadership,” the 
sources in Pakistan said.

Citing sources,Geo News re-
ported that Naqvi will continue 
his stay in Tehran on Friday 
and hold a series of  important 
meetings related to ongoing US-
Iran negotiations and discus-
sions on regional diplomatic 

efforts. Pakistan authorities 
have not commented on the en-
gagements of  Naqvi in Iran. 
Pakistan has been maintaining 
discreet silence on the key dip-
lomatic outreach.

Pakistan hosted in April the 
only direct negotiations be-
tween US and Iranian officials 
to take place since the war be-
gan.  Munir was at the centre of  
the action during that round of  
talks, greeting both delegations 
on their arrival and displaying 
bonhomie with US Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance. But the talks 
ultimately failed, with Iran ac-

cusing the US of  making “ex-
cessive demands”. Since then, 
the two sides have exchanged 
multiple proposals, with the 
threat of  renewed war looming 
all along. 

A ceasefire agreement since 
April 8 has halted hostilities 
but US President Donald 
Trump warned on Wednesday 
that the window for diplomacy
was closing. Meanwhile, a sen-
ior UAE official said, the US 
and Iran have just a “50-50” 
chance of  reaching an agree-
ment that would free up the 
Strait of  Hormuz. Agencies

Munir in Tehran as Pak makes big  push to end West Asia war
Latest visit comes amid progress in talks held by Pak interior minister German business morale up despite war: Survey 

FRANKFURT

GERMAN business morale un-
expectedly increased in May,  
a survey showed on Friday, 
raising hopes Europe’s biggest 
economy is weathering the 
Iran war energy shock better 
than feared.

The Ifo institute confidence 
barometer rose to 84.9 points 
from 84.5 in April, the first time 
it has gone up since the start of  

the conflict.
Analysts had expected a 

slight decrease.
“The German econo-

my is stabilising for the 
time being, although 
situation remains frag-
ile,” said Clemens 
Fuest, Ifo’s president.

The survey had slumped 
in the months following the 
start of  the US-Israeli war 
against Iran.

The energy shock triggered 
by the near total closure of  the 

Strait of  Hormuz is a heavy 
blow for Germany’s pow-

er-hungry manufactur-
ers, and dimmed hopes 
of  a strong recovery 
this year for the long-

struggling economy.
But a massive ramp-up 

in defence and infrastructure 
spending may be offsetting the 
conflict’s impact and helping to 

bolster business morale, ana-
lysts said.

The latest Ifo survey, based 
on responses from around 9,000 
businesses, showed that com-
panies were more optimistic 
about both their current situa-
tion and future prospects.

Morale among companies in 
the manufacturing, services 
and trade sectors improved. 
But it fell slightly among con-
struction companies. AFP

Pakistan’s Army Chief Syed Asim Munir being greeted by Iran’s Interior Minister 
Eskandar Momeni upon his arrival in Tehran on Friday |  AFP

Half of US 
THAAD 
inventory 
used up
The US has 
depleted nearly 
half of its total 
inventory of 
advanced 
missile-defence
interceptors in 
defending Israel 
in now-paused 
war, Washington 
Post said

8,000
people who have gone missing during Sudan’s 
three years of war, the Red Cross said

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY
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