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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
Kerala Chief Minister V D 
Satheesan on Wednesday 
announced that his govern-
ment has scrapped the con-
troversial SilverLine semi-
high-speed rail project, 
ending the flagship infra-
structure initiative of the 
previous LDF government 
led by Pinarayi Vijayan.

The anti-SilverLine agita-
tion evolved into one of the 
fiercest mass mobilisations 

against the Vijayan govern-
ment, helping the oppo-

sition United Democratic 
Front (UDF) regain political 
ground in Kerala as pro-
tests over land acquisition, 
environmental concerns, 
and displacement galva-
nised public anger across  
the state.

“The Cabinet has 
decided to scrap the Thiru-
vananthapuram–Kasaragod 
semi-high-speed rail cor-
ridor project called Silver-
Line,” Satheesan said at the 
start of his press conference 
following a Cabinet meet-

ing chaired by him. The 
Left government’s 530-km 
SilverLine project, planned 
by K-Rail—a joint venture 
between the Kerala govern-
ment and the Ministry of 
Railways—was expected to 
reduce travel time between 

the two ends of the state to 
just four hours. Extensive 
protests against the project 
were held across the state, 
led by the Congress. Protest-
ers uprooted and discarded 
many yellow markers asso-
ciated with the project.

‘Kerala govt to scrap Silverline project’
Anti-SilverLine stir became major protest against Vijayan govt.

Vijay Mishra conferred ‘Chhattisgarhi 
Prose Award’ at literary meet
Press Trust Of India

RAIPUR: A grand literary 
conference was organised 
to mark the 98th birth anni-
versary of noted Chhat-
tisgarhi prose pioneer 

Dr. Paleshwar Sharma, 
organised by Samanvay 
Sahitya Parivar. The event 
brought together eminent 
literary personalities, with 
Chairman of Chhattisgarh 
Rajbhasha Commission 

Prabhat Mishra as the chief 
guest and Dr. Chitranjan 
Kar presiding over the 
programme. On the occa-
sion, the first “Dr. Palesh-
war Sharma Chhattisgarhi 
Prose Award” was con-
ferred upon Vijay Mishra 
‘Amit’ in recognition of his 
five-decade-long contribu-
tion to literature. The hon-
our included a cash prize 
of Rs 5,001, along with a 
citation, memento, and 
traditional shawl. Addition-
ally, the “Samanvay Ratna” 
award was presented to 
Sarla Sharma and Shashi 
Dubey, while Rajesh Chau-
han received the “Aatmiya 
Saraswat Samman.” 

600M globally; linked to 
diabetes and brain decline
MUMBAI: New research 
published in the Journal 
of Nutrition indicates that 
a simple dietary change – 
eating just a few almonds 
each day – may benefit 
cognitive performance, 
metabolic health, and 

markers for inflamma-
tion and oxidative stress 
in middle-aged Asian 
Indian adults with pre-
diabetes. Prediabetes 
affects more than 600 
million people world-
wide and is linked not 

only to an increased risk 
of type 2 diabetes.
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